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[467.] Nafoliov to Jossph. 

Benevento, Jan. 1, 1809. 

My Brother, — Gkneral La Bomana has less than 1000 men 
pressed into the seryice, naked, and dying of hunger; he no 
longer dares trust his army in the field, exasperated as it is 
against him. Marshal Sonlt attacked him on the 26th with 
2 oayalry regiments, and took 1500 men and 2 standards. He 
entered Leon on the 30th, and found 2000 sick in the hospitals. 
The army of Oallicia cannot be said to have really existed after 
the affiur of Espinosa, and now less than ever. 

This first day of the year Marshal Soult is at Puente-de- 
Orvigo. Marshal Bessi^res slept at La Banesa, and is marching 
on Astorga, where we shall be to-day. The English have aban- 
doned on the road 1500 tents, 4000 blankets, all their rum, an 
immense number of waggons, and many stragglers. I haye not 
yet done with them ; I shall pursue them vigorously. I shall 
reach Astorga this evening. I sent you word that Dessolles^s 
division was on its way back to Madrid : the communication by 
way of Yalladolid, Burgos, Segovia, and Guadarrama, will thus 
be seoured. Order posts to be placed on the road to Villa Oastin, 
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and on the roadb between Madrid end Segom, and S^ovia and 
Yalladolid. Ask for retoms, and take all the eoldiers that ean 
be apared, in order to etrengthen the garrison of Madrid. By 
my returns it appears that you have reoeiYed 2000 or 3000 men 
in marching companies belonging to the different ooips. The 
Dateh brigade which is at Aranda should proceed to Madrid. 
The army of Castalios is in the same state as that of Romana. 
Each of them was called a week ago from 15,000 to 20,000 men; 
I am snre that neither now amounts to 4000. The weather is 
bad, the season severe, but this will not stop us ; we must en- 
deaYour to haye done with the English. You will no doubt 
send agents to Leon. Tiy to establish a correspondence between 
that town and Madrid ; above all, spread printed papers. We 
have taken by the bayonet Montetorrero, before Saragossa, and 
the siege operations are carried on vigorously. General St. Cyr 
reached Barcelona on the 19th, and went and took all before him. 
I have there 80,000 men, whose influence is felt to a distance of 
twenty miles round. 

Reding has been taken. 



f 468.] Nafolxon to Bbbihieb. 

Attargt, Jan. t, 1800. 

My Cousin,— Give orders to the 30ih, Slst, 32nd, SSrd, 84th, 
85ib, and 86th marching companies, which are on their way to 
Burm, to remun there on the 8rd and 4th, and to leave it oft 
the 5th for Yalladolid. Give the same order to the 89ih, 40th) 
41st, and 42nd marching companies, the same order to the first 
company of the 8rd regiment of foot artilleiy, also to the Nassau 
detachment, as well as to the 168 horse soldiers belonging to the 
10th, 15th, and 22nd chasseurs; all are to go to Yalladolid. In 
the dispositions made this morning for the organisation of the 
Duke of Dalmatia's corps I forgot to say that the battalion of 
the 8l8t light infantry diould join its own regiment in Mermet's 
division, in order that the regiment may consist of four battalions. 
Desire the 17th light infantry and the 27th horse ohasseurs to 
preeaed to Yalladolid, and give the same order to Heudeiet's 



difisioB; if fnm Bmgofl it went to Leoiii let it go on to Yallft- 
dolidL 

[ 469.1 Navolboh io Jonra. 

My Brother, — The Batch brigade, 1600 men strong, ought 
to reach Madrid on the 6th of Jannarj. It marches by Aranda, 
together with the Slst, 32nd, 33rd, 34th, 35th, and 36th marching 
companies, composed of soldiers formerly belonging to the Ist 
corps. 

The 39th, 40th, 41st, and 42nd marching companies, composed 
of soldiers formerly of the 4th corps, forming altogether 1800 meny 
were to arrive at Burgos on the 2nd of January. At Aranda is 
General Treilhard with a battalion of the 118th and 2000 men 
from the cavalry dep6ts ; and, besides these, the third battali<Hi 
of the 43rd and 5 Ist infantry, the Irish and Bussian battalion, 
the Westphalian battalion, and the third battalion of the 5th 
light infantry, all under the command of Goneral Treilhard. 

« 

[ 470.] KAFoi.>oir to Josbph. 

A8toivsJaiLt,1809L 

My Brother, — ^I reached Astorga yesterday. Marshal Bes- 
si^res is now near Villa Franca. He has taken 2000 Spaniards 
and 500 English, and burnt a great qtumtity of baggage and 
magaxines. There have been found on the roads more than 800 
dead horses and a considerable amount of ammunition and bag- 
gage. Terror reigns in their ranks. The Duke of Dahnatia is 
pursuing them. The guards are to return to Benevento. I am 
mjmlf drawing near to the centre of my army. I can make 
nothing out of the Duke of Dantsic's letters. I hope that Mer- 
lin has rejoined him. It is probable that more than half of the 
British army will be in our power ; the English themselves think 
BO. As to Bomana, his corps has been almost destroyed; 2000 
men were taken prisoners at Leon, and 2000 in this place. For 
this last fortnight they have received neither pay nor provisions, 
and they are almost entirely without clothing. 

On the 22nd the position of Montetorrero, irtiioh protooted 

Vol. XL— 1* 
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attagosM, WM tikn, nd IMO pnononL I bdieve that I «oU 
joa that Gkoend Saint G jr had arriyed at Baroelona, and jmmd 
General Dnhesme. 

Order the guns to fire a aaliite in honour of oar snoceaaea over 
the Bagliah. By the time this letter reaches yoo, Ckneral Des- 
aollea ought to be half way to Madrid. 

£ 471.] 'Sapoixov to Josefs. 

My Brother,— «The Ohief of ih^ Staff sends you instmctioDs 
for the mancDarre to be made by the Doke of Bellono on the left 
bank of the Tagns. DessoUes's diyision will be at Goadarrama 
on the . . .f at latest. The Polish battalion which is intended 
for Segovia ought to have arrived ; if it should still be at Somo 
Sierra, yon may desire it to join yon, leaving two companies at 
Somo Sierra. 

I have ordered the third battalions of the 43rd and of the 
51st to repair to Madrid. After resting eight or ten days, Des- 
soUes's division ought to amount to 9000 men. General St. Gyr 
arrived at Barcelona on the 17th. On the 15th he had an action 
with the Spanish Generals Yiv^s and Beding, whom he beat 
completely ; he took from them six pieces of cannon and 1600 
men. I have had Zamora and Tore occupied by brigades of 
cavalry. A brigade of infantry is to remain at Leon. Send 
intendants to theae provinces. Print 12,000 or 15,000 copies of 
the 'Gaaette de Madrid;'. let it be circulated in every direction. 
It would be well to reprint the gaiettes which have appeared 
since your entry into Madrid. I think that I sent you word 
that on the 2nd two Spanish regiments belonging to La Bomanai 
two standards^ and two Spanish generals^ who were preparing to 

* Napoleon reoeived, on his road to Astorga, despatches which indnoed 
him to expect a war with Austria. He altered his plans, and, instead of so- 
perintending In person the pursuit of Sir John Moore, he left it to Marshal 
Soult, and returned to Benevento, and from thence to Yalladolid, in oider to 
oommnnioate more rapid!/ with France. The French historians of ooone al- 
trihnte to this dicumstance the escape of the English army. — ^Tb. 

t Illegible.— Eo. 
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water GallieiflL were taken. Tke oaTalrr was not abk to adviaee 

# If 

<»L Yilla Frsnoa cm ihe 8nl, as ike defile was oooupied by Englirii 
infantry. On tbe eyening of the 3rd, Merle's dirision arrived and 
charged the English rearguard, whieh held a fine pomtion on the 
heights of PierrosL The Bnglidi were routed. Seyeral hundred 
prisoners were taken. We had forty men killed and wounded. 
General Colbert, who was in advance, burning with impatience to 
charge the fugitives with his cavalry, was hit in the forehead by 
a ball| and killed. At Tilla Franca the English had immense 
magarines ; every place is filled with them. We shall find there 
the greater portion of the English sick. I am^ery anxious fbr 
news of the Duke of Dantiic. I cannot understand his having 
made such an eccentric manoeuvre* without orders. If you want 
him, give him the requisite orders ; but if you do not w»nt him, 
let him remain where he is, and I will find him employment I 
shall probably sleep to-night at Medina de Rio Seco. 

[472.] Napousok TO BEXTmsB. 

BeneT«nto, /an. 4) 180f. 

My Oousin, — ^Write word to General Loison that there is a 
printing office at Leon, and desire him to print 6000 copies of 
the Emperor^s proclamation, and of every newspaper which has 
appeared at Madrid since our entry, and to send 8000 to Marshal 
Soult, 500 to Marshal Ney at Astorga, and 500 to General 
Lapisse at Beneventa Give orders at Yittoria to have 8000 
copies of the Emperor's proclamation printed and distributed all 
over the province, and in Navarre. Order (General Darricau to 
proceed to Yalladolid to take the command of aU the battalions 
and marching companies which pass through. 

[473.] Napoleon to Bebtbixb. 

Benevvnto, Jan. 4, 180f. 

My Couan, — ^You will make General Lapisse aware that he 
is under the orders of the Chief of the Staff; that he is to stay 
at Benevento, where he will form a corps of observation; that 

• Towazds Avila.— Ta. 
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he is ta canton luB troops in Benerento and in the ennrons, ta 
give them resty and to re-establish order and discipline ; that he 
is to have a flonr-store containing floor for 100,000 rations of 
bread; that he is always to haye 20,000 rations of bread ready ; 
that he is to collect all his carriages and make biscnit, so as to 
be able to start whenever he is wanted; that he is to repair his 
carriages, and take the [horses*] of the soldiers, to increase the 
means of conveyance. He will have nnder his orders the brigade 
of dragoons of General Davenay, who is at Tore, and that of 
Oeneral Manpetit, who is at Zamora. It is the business of these 
two brigades to disarm those provinces, to reduce the towns, and 
to publish my proclamations. They are to correspond with the 
Chief of the Staff and with General Lapisse, in order that, if 
necessary, he may support them with in&ntry. Ton will lei 
Marshal Ney know that I wish him to remain at- Astorga, to 
administer the country, and establish miigazines, in which he 
should always keep 100,000 rations of flour and 20,000 of bread ; 
and that he is to order biscuit to be made for . . .* ; and that I 
desire that a depot of cavalry may be formed at Astorga, to 
receive all the lame horses belongiog to the corps in Gallicia; 
that . he should find a place in which this depot may be esta- 
blished; that he should undertake to guard the defiles which 
connect Gallicia with the kingdom of Leon, and establish posts, 
so as to have rapid communication ; that some of his staff officers 
should always be with Marshal Soult ready to proceed whither- 
soever they may be required, if the English, instead of re-em- 
barking, were to land fresh troops. 

[474.] Napoleon it> Joseph. 

Benevento^ Jan. S, 1809. 

My Brother, — Seven marching companies, forming . . .* men, 
ought to have reached Madrid on the 4th of January ; . . . * 
marching companies, 500 men strong, were to arrive there on the 
5th, as well as the first marching battalion, which is composed of 
900 conscripts^ Therefore, between the 4th and the 5th, nearly 

* Oblitezated^— Ed« 
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3000 men, old soldicn and oonsoriptB, oii|^t to have reiMhed jov, 
some belonging to the divifiions at Madrid, and the rest of them 
to those irhioh remain at the Retire. These men most be re- 
viewed when they get to Madrid, and those who belong to the 
diyision of Yillate allowed to rest before thej start 

P.S. — On the 3rd our adyanced guard had an action before 
'Villa Franca with the English, and beat them. Daring the last 
week we have taken ten standards, 2000 or 3000 men, and seve- 
ral Spanish generals belonging to La Bomana's corps ; we have 
nearly 1500 English prisoners. 

On the 4th the Duke of Dalmatia's head-^narters were four 
leagues from Villa Franca, on the Lugo road. I start to-morrow 
for Valladolid. 



[476.] Kafoleon to Joskto. 

Befierento, Jan. 8,1809. 

My Brother, — I thank you for your new-year's day wishes.* 
I have no hopes of peace in Europe for this year at least. I 
expeet it bo little, that I signed yesterday a decree for raising 
100,000 men. The fierce hatred of England, the events at Con« 
stantinople, all betoken that the hour of peace and repose has 
not yet struck. As for you, your kingdom seems to be settling 
into tranquillity. The provinces of Leon, of the Asturias, and 
of New Castile, desire nothing but rest. I hope that Gallicia 
will soon be at peace, and that the country will be evacuated by 
the English. 

Saragossa must fall before long, and G^eral St. Cyr, who haa 
30|000 men, ought to settle the affairs of Catalonia. 



[476.3 Kapouion to Joseph. 

Valladolid, Jan. 7, 1809. 

My Brother^ — ^I arrived yesterday evening at Yalladolid; 
the roads are horrible. Marshal Soult ought to reach Lugo to- 
day. I found here one of your intendants, who appears to me 

* They were wishes for peace.— ^Tb« 
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to he possessed of considerable seal and ability ; he has been rerj 
nmoh hampered bj the people of the country. I will execute 
severe justice upon them. Send to me, by a deputation from 
Madrid and the cooncUs, the record of the oath which has been 
taken : when I have received it, I will give my decision.* 

The Duke of Dantsic is at Avila. I cannot conceive such 
folly. I have given him no orders, and, if you on your part 
have sent him none, let me know, in order that I may give him 
something to do. At any rate there is no objection to his corps 
resting a few days at Avila. All the men who are at Guadar- 
rama and Villa Castin belonging to the foreign regiment must 
fall back, as in future the route of the army is to be through 
Segovia. I thmk that a battalion of this regiment would be of 
great use at Avila to hold the province, and that you may 
send thither an intendant to be put at the head of the admin* 
istration. 

It seems that Lasalle's division and some of the Poles were 
not able to fall back on Talavera ; but DessoUes' division, and 
8000 or 4000 men in marching regiments and companies, com* 
posed of conscripts, as well as of old soldiers, ought, by this 
time, to have reached Madrid. I suppose that Marshal Victor 
has commenced operationa 

It is of great consequence that the Madrid newspapers should 
be sent hither, and that they should contain much intelligence 
about the army, and letters from Lugo, Corunna, and all those 
parts. Perhaps it would be well to create some Spanish regi- 
ments. You might form one in the north, at Palencia, another 
at the Bscuriali and in different directions. They must be com* 
manded by several inferior officers, Spaniards on whcmi you caa 
rely ; you should add a few French officers, give ensignoiee to 
many of your old serjeant-majors. There exists, in truth, no 
longer even the shadow of a Spanish army. The 4000 or 5000 
men who were taken prisoners from La Bomana were in a horri- 
ble state ; still worse than those taken by the Duke of Dantsic 
in Estremadura. 

* As to Joseph's retam to inhabit Madrid. He iras at this time residing 
in La Florida, a oonntiy house near Madrid. — ^Tb. 
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[477.1 NAFOiJEaai to Joseph. 

YdladoUd,JaiLT,18M. 

Mj Brother,— War with Atistria seems imminent) and her 
troops are already encamped upon her frontiers. My army and 
that of the Confederation are also in motion. I asked you for 
General Merlin or General Lasalle. Send hack to me Borde* 
sotilt likewise. If yon are not actually in want of Belliard, send 
him hack to Paris, and give the command of Madrid to one of 
the two generals of division Pacthod. However, as Oeneral 
Belliard has had much experience in preserving Madrid, I thibk 
that it would he foolish to deprive you of him as yet. His ser^ 
vices in the army are not so valuahle to me hut that I can do 
without him. Send me hack the cadres of the 8rd squadron 
belonging to the 24 dragoon regiments in Spain^ first taking 
every available man to reinforce the first two squadrons. I wish 
you to send me hack the brigadier-generals of cavalry, Bron, 
Lagrange, and Davenay; the generals of infisuitry, Gautier, 
Puger, and B-oger ; the general of division Grandjean, who is 
before Saragossa ; and the brigadier-generals Bron and Razout. 
As these three last are before Saragossa, I have addressed direct 
orders to them to return. I have also ordered the Buke of 
Istria to return; he ^ill be replaced by the general of division- 
Kellermann. 

t478.] Ka1h>lbok to Jo6<pb» 

TalbitfoUd, Jan. % isoa 

My Broiher,-^! have received no letters from yoa since the 
2&d of January. The orderly officer Germafci started yesterday 
with letters from me to Madrid. I suppose that your couriers 
have gone by Benevento. 

Tou will find annexed a copy of my letter of yesterday, 
in ease any accident should have delayed its delivery. You 
will also find the packets which have come for you by the 
express. 

It seems that the English, on hearing of my entry into Mad- 
rid, re-embarked the artillery which they had brought for Spain 
snd Portugal. 
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I have received no letters from Marshal Soult, wbom I enp- 
pose to be at Lugo. I sent you word that Toro, whidi had 
revolted, had been subdued; there was a eharge of cavalry, 
which killed 60 .of the rebels. General Maupetit is before 
Zamora, whence a few shot have reached him. As he has only 
500 horse, he has taken up a position where he is waiting till 
General Lapisse sends him some infantry. 

I have arrested here 12 of the worst characters, and hanged 
them. 

I wish you to let me know if the 30th, 31st, 32nd, 33rdy 
34th, 35th, and 36th marching companies, which left Burgos for 
Aranda on the 3l8t of December, have arrived; and to give me 
similar information respecting the 39th, 40th, 41st, and 42nd 
marching companies. The . whole of the 1st marching battal- 
ion, composed of conscripts, which left Burgos on the 31st of 
December, ought to have arrived at Madrid by way of Aranda. 

Let me know if all these troops, who ought altogether to form 
a body of more than 3000 men, have arrived. 

The Vice Queen of Italy has given birth to a daughter. 

[479.] NapoijBOn lx> Josbph. 

ValladoUd, Jan. 9, 1809. 

My Brother,— >I have received your letter of the 6th. I wrote 
to you from Benevento on the 4th, to desire you to send the 
Duke of Belluno, with 2 divisions^ to meet the Duke of In- 
fantado. 

I wrote to you from Benevento on the 5th and 6th. Since 
then I have written to you from Yalladolid, on the 7th, by my 
orderly officer Germain, and on the 8th by an officer of gen- 
darmes. The Duke of Dantzic arrived on the 5th at Avila. I 
have given him ho orders. I am waiting to hear whether you 
have given him any ; there is no objection to his resting for a 
few days. That Marshal commits nothing but follies ; he cannot 
read his instructions. It is impossible to intrust him with the 
command of a corps, which is a pity, as he shows great bravery 
on the field of battle. 

I told you that I was Waiting to receive the addresses before 
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I made my proelamatioB. Arrange everytiiiiig for jour entry 
into Madrid. Try to make it impoBing, and to seoore a good 
reception bj the inhabitants. Assemble afterwards all the 
oonncils, and let jonr ministers make every preparation to ad- 
minister as well as possible. 

I sappose that in the conrse of the day Victor will have 
beaten the Duke of Infantado. Talavera de Ui Beyna mast be 
ooeupied. Yon may send thither Grenend Valenoe, with a regi- 
ment of horse and his 1500 Poles. That division is to be assem- 
bled as soon as possible. 

[iSO.] Napolbok to Josepr. 

y«n«dolld, Jan. 9, 1809, 9 pji. 

My Brother, — ^I wrote to you this morning. I take advan- 
tage of Battaglia^s departure to send you a few more lines. On 
the 5th the Duke of Dalmatia was three leagues from Lugo. 
He had taken from the English 7 pieces of cannon, 2000 prison- 
ers, and stores of every description ; they even found a convoy 
carrying silver, which the dragoons shared among themselves. 
It is vidued at two millions. The English fly in the most frighi- 
fol confusion. The bams of all the villages in Gallicia are fall 
of Eoglish, hanged by the peasants in revenge for tbeir horrible 
depredations. As for La Bomana's Spaniards, we have taken 
4000 or 5000 of them, 9 standards, and, at different times, a 
dozen pieces of cannon. The Duke of Elchingen has carried his 
bead-quarters to Villa Franca. Zamora closed its gates against 
General Maupetit's brigade of dragoons. On the 7th the general 
fell in with two columns of about 800 men each, charged and 
routed them, killed 100, made 20 prisoners, and carried off their 
gans. Lapisse's division has marched upon Zamora. Spread 
all this news, and put it into the newspapers. A deputation 
from Astorga, composed of the bishop and principal magistrates, 
and a deputation of the principal magistrates and inhabitants of 
Leon, are on their way to Madrid. Send deputations also from 
Avila and Segovia. 

Prepare your entry. I hope that before that time the Duko 
of Belluno will have encountered and beaten the Duke of La- 
fantado. 
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[481.] Nafolbon to Bbbxbixb. 

YalbdoUd, Jan. 9, 1809. 

Mj Cousin, — Give orders that the Prince of Castel-Franco, 
tlie Duke of Altamira, and the Marquis of Santa Cruz, may be 
sent to Fenestrelles, where thej are to be detained as prisoners 
of state. Acquaint the minister of police with this arrange- 
ment. 



[482.] Napolbon to Bkbthibb. 

TallAdoUd, Jan. 9, 1809. 

Mj Cousin, — ^Write to General Belliard, to express my dis- 
pleasure at the want of fimmess displayed by his goyernment : 
every day Frenchmen are assassinated in Madrid, and he does 
nothing Tell him that 30 of the worst characters in the town 
must be arrested and shot ; that this is what I have done at 
Yalladolid ; and that I shall hold him responsible for the first 
assassination committed on a Frenchman, if the arrest of a 
Spaniard does not immediately follow. The behaviour in Mad- 
rid is absurd. 

P.S. — Desire the dep5t at the Carthusian convent at Burgos 
to proceed to Valencia. 



[483.] NAPOI.EOK TO Joseph. 

Vanadolid,JaB.l«,18Mi 

My Brother, — Send back the Duke of Dantzic to me at 
Yalladolid; he shall no longer command the 4th corps. By 
puttting it under the command of Marshal Jourdan, who may 
V continue to be chief of your staff, it may be retained as a distinct 
corps, and will be under your hand. The duty of this corps will 
be to guard the centre; it is composed, first, of Sebastiani's 
division, which consbts of 4 regiments,' or 16 battalions, and in 
the whole of nearly 12,000 men ; 3000 are at Leon, and 4000 at 
Bayonne, on their way from Paris. You will keep this fine divi- 
sion, composed of my best regiments, at Madrid, as a guard for 
the town and for your person. The general of division is excel- 



i 
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Ifint; the ^two brigadien are the rery best in the annj. Aa the 
d6p6t8 of these regiments are in Paris, I shall always keep them 
up to their full numbers. The 2nd diTision of the 4th eorps is 
Leval's ; it is composed of one regiment firom Baden, one regi- 
ment from Hesse Darmstadt, and another firom Nassau, one 
battalion from the Prince Primate, and a Dutch brigade. All 
these together amount to 4000 men. Take care to provide this 
division with ten pieces of cannon. Let it start for Talavera de 
la Reyna; and send General Lasalle with his 4 cavalry regiments 
to the bridge of Almaras to sqour the country as far as the other 
side of Truxillo. General Leval commands as senior general of 
division ; he is to correspond with General Valence, whose division 
you are to assemble at Toledo, allowing it to spend a couple of 
days at Madrid, to get the clothing which it requires. The 
Polish lancers are to remain at Toledo, which will carry the 
division of Valence to 5000 men; take care that it has 8 pieces 
of cannon. The divisions of Sebastiani and Milhaud are to 
renudn at Madrid. Milhaud's division requires reconstruction : 
detachments of it may be posted at Toledo and at Araujuez, and be 
ready to proceed in any direction. This will enable you to send 
back to Marshal Victor the 2nd hussars, and all that you may 
have of the division of Latour-Maubourg. Dessolles' division, 
wbich was to reach Madrid on the 7th, must want rest. As it 
belongs to the corps of Marshal Ney, who is in Oallicia, you may 
address your orders to indirectly. Therefore, the divisions of 
Sebastiani, Leval, and Valence, forming the 4th corps, will be 
under the immediate orders of Marshal Jourdan, as commandant 
of that corps. General Milhaud's division of cavalry, and Des- 
solles' division, will receive their orders from you, and from 
Marshal Jourdan as the chief of your staff. The division of 
Latour-Maubourg, the 26th chasseurs, and the 2nd hussars, whi<^ 
will make 8 cavalry regiments, and Marshal Victor's 7 infant* 
ry regiments, will receive their orders from Marshal Victor, 
and Marshal Jourdan, as chief of the staff, transmitting your 
commands. If Leval's division were to require support, you 
would Bead the division of Valence to its assistance, and ke^ by 
yon the divisions of Milhaud, Dessolles, and Sebastiani, at Madrid. 
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Y<m miisi employ jonnelf in oompIetiDg the gnns hAm^ng to 
Sebastiani's diviBion to 12, thoise of Deasolles' divisiito to 12, 
and ihofle of Milhand's diTision to 6. It is ft point of great 
importance that Lasalle shonld eoon be at the bridge of AkoaraSy 
and floour the oomitry on the other side of Tnudllo. 

Marshal Lannes started to-daj to join (General St. Cyr before 
SaragOEsa. General Lapisse is at Zamora; 4000 or 5000 moi 
are wanted at Avila to porsoe PignatellL Appoint an intendant 
for that pLioe, and support yonr agents. The Duke of Elchingen 
is at Yilla Franca ; the Dnke of Dahnatia ought to have readied 
Lugo long ago; my guard is concentrated in this place. Heo- 
delet's division, which is here, is about to march upon Astorga. 
Loison's division is at Leon. On entering Madrid it is desirable 
that you should have as many troops, and in as good a condition, 
as possible. I think that you ought to create a battalion of Royal 
Irish; many of the prisoners are anxious to serve : they mig^t be 
sent to the Escurial. By adding to them a few good officers of 
their own nation you would attract all the Irish who were in the 
service of Spain. Order General Leval to construct a small t^te- 
de-pont at Almaras, and to put into it a battalion to support the 
cavalry. The season is very bad : with the exception of Marshal 
Victor, who ought now to be in the midst of his operations, I 
wish all the others to be at rest, at least as much as circumstances 
will permit 

I believe that I told you to form a Spanish regiment. Tou 
have a colonel from Murcia who is an excellent man, you have 
officers on whom you can rely; it can be done therefore; at any 
rate they would do for police. General Valence may detach a 
battalion to hold the bridge of Aranjuez. I am not satisfied with 
the order which is kept in Madrid ; Belliard is too weak ; with 
the Spaniards it is necessary to be severe. I have arrested here 
fifbe'^n of the worst charactsrs, and I have ordered them to be 
shot Arrest thirty at Madrid. When I left it there had been 
an inquiry, and the police were on the point of making a seizure. 
If you treat the mob with kindness, these creatures fancy them- 
selves invuhierable ; if you hang a few, they- get tired of the 
game and become as submissive and humble as they ought to be. 
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I send jon an account of the roYolntioii at ChNQstantiiiople; let it 
be inserted in the newspapem. 



[484.] Napouson to Joseph. 

ya]]ado1ld,J«i.l1,1809L 

My Brother, — ^I wish yon as soon as possible to give me infor- 
mation : — 1st. Ab to the roads between Bilbao and Yalmaaeda. 
2iidly. As to those beween Y almaseda and Y illercayo ; through 
what towns they pass, the population of those towns, and over 
what hills they pass; can the artillery travel by them? 8rdly. 
Between Yillercayo and Ordona. 4thly. Between Yillercayo and 
BnigoB. 5thly. Between Yillercayo and Miranda, or any other 
point along the Ebro. 6thly. From Yillercayo to Santander. 
7thly. From Yillercayo to'Reynosa. Can all these roads carry 
artillery ? I must have details about them alL Let this infor- 
mation be furnished either by the Spanish Minister of War, by 
practical men of the country who are also officers, or by French 
officers who have seen and know the country. Let me hare a map 
of the high road from Tolosa to Pampeluna, and from Pampeluna 
to Yittoria. This information is necessary for me. 2ndly. I 
also require the following information, but to-morrow will be time 
enoogh. Describe the road between Pampeluna and Madrid ; is 
it a paved road ? Let me know through what towns this road 
passes, what is their population, and what rivers, gorges, and 
other natural obstacles have to be encountered. I wish to have 
similar information as to the road between Saragossa and Madrid 
by way of Daroca. These statements ought to be written with 
every detail ; time may be taken for the purpose, so that I hare 
them to-morrow in the course of the day. I wish the scale of 
all these maps to be in French leagues, or, at any rate, that the 
number of toises be specified. 

[486.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Yallftdolid, Jsn. 11, 1809, noon. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 8th of Jan- 
uary. You must have seen by my letter of yesterday, and by 
the orders which were sent to you on the day before, that I widied 
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Deeaollai' diyioon to roBt at Madrid. If Marshal Victor need 
assistaiiGe (irhieh I cannot think possible), he may be snjyported 
by General Valence; but with the infantry which he has, the 
division of Latonr-Manboni^, the 26th chasseurs, and the 2nd 
hussars, he has ten times as many troops as he wants. It mighti 
bowereri be nsefol to place 1000 men at Aranjnes, to hold the 
bridge and keep np the communication. I had intended the 
Dutch brigade for this purpose, but it has since been ordered to 
Talayera de la Reyna with Leval's division. One of the regi- 
ments of General Valence, which arrived a few days ago ai 
Toledo, when they have rested, may therefore with 800 or 400 
horse follow in the rear of Marshal Victor, and keep his commu- 
nications open. I think that you were ri^t in not joining ilia 
expedition against the Duke of Infantado, as its object is uncertain. 
The duke will retire upon Valencia, and no result will be pro* 
duced ; you would have done wrong if you had joined it. As 
you very naturally wish to be engaged in some expedition, yoa 
should select that into Andalusia; but it camiot be undertaken 
for the next three weeks. You can then, with 2 good corps 
composed of 40,000 men, surprise the enemy by taking a road 
which they little expect, and beat them. This operation will put 
an end to the war with Spain, and I intend you to have the glory 
of effecting it. Order a t^te-de-pont to be constructed at Alma- 
raz. Procure a sufficient number of oxen and mules to draw 
twelve 24-pounders. 

Send to Some Sierra for the 6 pieces which are still there. 
Put the mortars upon carriages : you will require this amount of 
artillery in order to take Seville. 

M« de Fr^ville's letter would be rigbt if this com were meant 
for sale ; but as it is intended for food for the army, it must be 
seized immediately.* I am writing to the intendant to this effect. 
I .shall see with pleasure all that is taken from the rebels applied 
to the wants of the army. I am forced to stay at Valladolid to 
receive expresses from Paris, which reach me in 5 days. The 
events at Constantinople, the present state of Europe, iiie recon- 

* FxMShb's letter does not sppeer^— Tb. 



jiik ma xmrm nr oiixioia. 

itn i cti o n of my amiiefl of Itdy, of -Torkej, and of the Bliine, 
mtke it necesmry that I should not h« fivther from Paris. I wafl 
florry to leayeAstorga. 

One thoosaad men helooging tomygoardare at Madrid: eend 
tbem to me. Here is the kst news from Gallioia : nothing is 
known of La Bomaaa; most of the colonels have dismissed their 
troops; some hare escaped to Andalnsia; the rest have joined 
the English. On the 8th the enemy's rear gnard occnpied 
Lugo. The l>nke of Dalmatia has been in presence of the 
enony ever sinoe the 6th. The infimtry reached him on the 7th. 
Mardband's division was half-way between Villa Franca and 
Astorga, proceeding to sappMt the Duke of Dalmatia. Ton 
may make yoor entry into Madrid whenever you think proper. 
I suppose that to-day, the 11th, the Dnke of Bantzic will have 
arrived ; that on the 13th Talayera de la Rejna will be occnpied ; 
and that by that time Yictor will have put an end to the absurd 
fears inspired by the Duke of Infimtado. If this takes place 
you may make your- entry on the 14th. Put all the troops under 
arms, and let the inhabitants receive you beyond the gates with 
the usoal ceremonies. Establish yourself in the palace ; ' keep an 
apartment in it for me, if it does not inconyenience you. Engage 
in no military operation, except the Andalusian expedition, which 
cannot be undertaken till after the rains. What must you pre- 
pare ? Some Jbiscuit and the equipment of your 24-pounders and 
mortars. Occupy yourself with these arrangements every day; 
this expedition will be brilliant. You must have 300,000 rations 
of biscuit Have some made at Toledo and at Talavera. I have 
here 300 carriages belonging to the military transport service, 
which will carry them. As soon as Lapisse's division has put an 
end to the disturbances at Zamora, I shall order it to march upon 
Salamanca, where there are 3000 or 4000 men still in revolt. 
Pray hang a dozen people at Madrid; there are enough bad 
characters there. Unless you do this, you do nothing. The 
3000 Spanish prisoners at Yalladolid have considerably cooled 
tlie ardour of the inhabitants by their behaviour and conversation. 
The English prisoniers arrive in troops.. I recommend the pro- 
vince of Avila to your attention: send thither an intendant. 
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That wretched PignatelH iias not 10 men. A battalion of 400 
men of the royal foreign regiment wonld do there admirablj. 
They would likewise be of use in keeping np the oommnnioatioii 
between Madrid and Salamanca on the arrival of Lapiase^s divi- 
sion. It seems that yonr Spanish charg^-d'affiures has lefl 
Yienna by way of Trieste. Tonr ministers shonld not throw 
away money in paying agents abroad, except the one in Bnssia, 
who behaves welL 



[486.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Yalladolkl, Jan. 11, 1809, 11 WM. 

My Brother, — Zamora wonld not snbmit; it was necessary 
to enter it by force. General Darrican arrived before it on ihii 
10th with 4 battalions', breached it, and carried it by assault, with 
a loss of only 10 men. He is disarming it. General Davenay 
is disarming the province of Tore. They are both desired to re- 
connoitre up to the frontiers of Portugal and Salamanca. As 
soon as you have an intendant at Avila, desire him to correspond 
with the commandant of my troops when they reach Salamanca, 



[ 487.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Yalladolid, Jan. 11. 1809. 

My Cousin, — Let General Davenay know that you have 
shown me his letter of the 11th ;* that he must not be talked 
over ; that he must arrest thirty of those who have behaved the 
worst ; that he must announce that the estates of all those who 
do not return will be confiscated ; that he must be active ; that he 
must appoint a corregidor for the town of Toro, leave only one 
battalion there, and send all the others to Zamora. Say in 
answer to General Darrican that he was right in taking Zamora, 
but that he ought to have left the 16th there ; that one battalion 
is enough at Toro ; that he must assemble all his forces at Zamora, 
and march upon Salamanca; and that I have granted all the 
favours for which he asked. Write to General Maupetit that he 

* ThiB letter does not appear.— Tb. 
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nniBt TecoTmoitre as far as the frontien of Portngal and Sala- 
manea, bnt in force, so as to be in no danger of a*check. Ton 
will take care to direct the marching battalion formed here this 
morning, and belonging to Lapisse^s division, upon Toro, and 
from thence to Zamora. Advise Generals Manpetit and Darricau 
to procure cloaks and shoes at Zamora, and to collect information 
npon all that is going on at Salamanca and on the frontiers of 
Portngal. Besides the prisoners whom Generals Davenay and 
Darricau will make at Toro and Zamora, desire them to take 
hostages, and to send them to Segovia, and to send numerous 
deputations to Madrid. Send to them proclamations from Valla- 
dolid and from Madrid, to be made public. Desire them to have 
addresses from the principal magistrates and clergy, and to print 
and put them up everywhere. 

[488.] Napoleon to Bebthibb. 

Yalladolid, Jan. 11, 1609. 

My Cousin,-r— See that in every post from hence to Miranda 
3 gendarmes d'^lite are placed, and order General Kellermann to 
put into each post at least 50 dragoons, so that my couriers may 
be escorted and travel safely by night. Express my displeasure 
to the paymaster-general of the forces at his having left the pay- 
master at Burgos without funds. Send from hence 20,000 francs 
to Burgos for current expenses till the proper funds are transmit- 
ted. I wish this sum to be sent off this night. Send a courier 
of the country to Aranda to obtain a return of the troops in that 
place, and news as to what may have occurred there since the 
20th of last month. I see that a Ist marching battalion has been 
formed at the Betiro, and that the 2nd and 8rd companies are 
included in it under the name of 1st company of voltigeurs. I 
conclude that in these companies there are no men belonging to 
the divisions of Dessolles, Sebastiani, Kuffin, or Yillate : if there 
be, they must be sent back immediately to their regiments. I do 
not wish to form new cadres ; we have too many already. 

Vol. n.— 2. 



25 ABKT GLOTHIH0. Our. XTI. 

[ 489.] Napoleon to Bebthixs. 

Yalladolid, Jan. 11, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Let General St. Cyr know that two regiments of 
the Grand Duke of Berg, one regiment from Wcirtzburg, and 
one battalion of the contingent furnished by the petty sovereigns, 
foming altogether nearly 6000 men, are on their way to Perpig- 
nan, under the orders of a brigadier-general. This corps will 
reinforce General Eeille and enable him to besiege Girona. I 
wish this siege to be commenced about the I5th of February. 
You must protect this operation by marching some troops to 
clear the neighbourhood. 

You will tell General St. Cyr that Marshal Lannes is before 
Saragossa with the 5th and 3rd corps ; that they ought to endea- 
vour to correspond ; that one of the first things which he has to 
do is to take Tarragona, and put a garrison into it, and to victual 
fully Barcelona. If it were possible to take possession also of 
Tortosa now, just at the beginning, when the enemy cannot ex- 
pect us, it would be a great step gained towards concentrating all 
our movements upon Valencia. This despatch must be sent to 
General Eeille, who corresponds by cipher with General St. Cyr, 
and who will have three or four copies made, which he will send 
by different opportunities. Inform, likewise, General Keille of 
the march of these troops to Perpignan. 

[490.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Valladolid, Jan. 11, 1800. 

My Cousin, — Order 500 pairs of shoes to be given to the 17th 
light infantry, and 80 great-coats to the detachment of the 32nd 
which is here. Divide the remainder of the great-coats among 
the five marching battalions which were formed at Valladolid this 
morning. Desire the 17th light infantry to start to-morrow at 
breafe of day for Astorga. Order Heudelet's division to march. 
to-morrow for Medina de Rio Seco. Direct the 1st marching 
squadron of Valladolid to proceed to Madrid, and the 2nd to Villa 
Franca, where it will be joined by the men belonging to Marshal 
Ney's corps. Send orders to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th march- 
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vag ImttalioBB of Yalladolid; let them take bread for two days, and 
appoint for them to-morrow a short march of three leagues to some 
place whence thej may prooed to join their respectiye corps. The 
men belonging to Lapisse's division will take the road to Toro, and 
from thenoe to Zamora. The battalion of the 5l8t will remain 
here to do daty as garrison. The general of dirision Clapar^da 
will take the command of the proyince of Yalladolid till I have 
a diyision for him, which will be before long. Desire the oom- 
missary-general to find means of making 4000 great-coats, 4000 
jaekets, 4000 pairs of tronsers, and 8000 pairs of shoes. Order 
the battalion of the 32nd which is at Leon with (General Loison 
to repair to Madrid. Let every one know that the following 
changes have taken place : that the 8th corps is suppressed; that 
all the men belonging to the 12th, 2nd, and 4th light infantry, and 
to the 58th, 32nd, and 47th, have rejoined their regiments, and 
that therefore all detachments should be forwarded to the corps 
of which these regiments form part. Make known that the 17th 
light infiintry belongs to Del'aborde's division, which forms part 
of the 2nd corps, commanded by the Dnke of Dalmatia. 

[491.] Kapolbon to Joseph. 

VftllodoUd, Jan. 18, 1809, noon. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letters of the 10th of 
January. I told you yesterday of the capture of Zamora. My 
troops march on Salamanca. You were quite right in dissolving 
all the marching battalions, and in sending to the divisions of 
Villate and Ruffin the detachments which belong to them. Ton 
-will see whether it be necessary to send the 2nd hussars to Aran- 
juez, to scour the country. As for the disembodied men of the 
infantry regiments belonging to Marshal Victor's corps, collect 
them together at Madrid, and, when they have rested for a couple 
of days, send them to Aranjuez, as soon as their numbers amount 
to 300. 

I suppose that at the present time LevaPs division is march- 
ing upon Talavera, and that Valence's division holds Toledo and 
Aranjnez. Some marching battalions, consisting of several thou- 
sands of men, which belong to the corps of Mar^al Victor and to 



» 
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the 4th corps, start to-day for Madrid. I hare sent word to you 
to make your entry into Madrid, and to assome the goTernment, 
all with as much pomp as possible. I am anxions that it may be 
on the 14th, 15th, or 16th. I think these things now necessary 
and important. I have as yet heard no news of the English ; oar 
army was in presence of their rear-guard on the 8th. I have 
ordered a battalion of 600 men, which is at Soria, to repair to 
Madrid as soon as it is relieyed. Toa may incorporate it in 
your guard. Numerous detachments of conscripts are on their 
way. Belliard did admirably.* Tou must hang at Madrid a 
score of the worst characters. To-morrow I intend to haye 
hanged here seyen notorious for their excesses. They have been 
secretly denounced to me by respectable people whom their exist- 
ence disturbed, and who will recover iheir spirits when they are 
got rid of. If Madrid is not delivered from at least 100 of these 
firebrands, you will be able to do nothing. Out of this 100, hang* 
or shoot 12 or 15, and send the rest to France to the galleys. I 
had no peace in France, I could not restore confidence to the 
respectable portion of the community, until I had arrested 200 
firebrand assassins of September, and sent them to the colonies. 
From that time the spirit of the capital changed as if by the 
waving of a wand.! 

[ 492.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Yanadolid, Jan. 18, 1809. 

- My Brother, — On the 8th the enemy stayed all day on the 
heights of Castro. The Duke of Dalmatia resolved to attack on 
the morning of the 9th, his artillery and infantry having arrived 
on the 8th. The position of Castro could be attacked only on 

* He appears to have arrested between 800 and 400 persons in Madrid, on 
suspicion that they had evil designs. — Tr. 

t This was one of Napoleon's earliest and worst crimes. He took advantage 
of the excitement produced by the infernal machine to transport to the mortal 
shore of Cayenne, without trial, 180 of the heads of the republican party. 
Some of them were men whose only fault was the having been members of the 
Convention or of the commune of Paris, and not one of them was proved, or 
really suspected, of having had anything to do with the conspiracy. — Tb. 



Jia. 1M». SPAIH-^XMaSB Or THE ENGLISH. 29 

the left, as the river protected the right. The Duke of JhX- 
matia ordered a movement to tarn the left flank of the enemy, 
whoy on hecoming aware of it, left their position at nightfall, and 
continued to retreat all through the night of the 9th. 300 
English sick and 18 pieces of cannon were found at Lugo. The 
English have destroyed the greater part of their ammunition. 
In the course of the 9th, 500 prisoners were taken. We have 
now, therefore, 3000. 700 horses were found killed by them at 
Lugo, which makes their loss in horses amount to 2500. 

The Duke of iDalmatia hoped to arrive on the 10th at Be- 
tanzos, a few leagues from Corunna. The English have 400 
ships at Coruzuna. The inhabitants of Gallicia appear to be 
animated by tlie best spirit. The bishop and clergy of Lugo 
have remained there. The English sacked the town ; they com- 
mit every possible excess. Let this news be put into the news- 
' papers. Make arrangements for the Madrid papers to reach 
Yalladolid, and desire your ministers to write to your intendants. 
Two of my gendarmes d' elite, belonging to the post, have been 
assassinated at the junction of the Guadarrama and Escurial 
roads. I had requested 25 or 30 of the Boyal Foreign regiment 
to be sent thither. I see no objection to your taking prisoners 
who may be trusted to form your regiments, but you must take 
no officers. 



[ 493.] Napoueon to BEircmisB. 

VflUndottd, Jan. H 180ft. 

My Cousin, — There must be at Yalladolid a paymaster, and a 
oonmiissary-general, who will have under his direction the whole 
seryice from Zamora, Astorga, and Leon as &ir as Segovia, 
Valencia, and Burgos; and a clothing establishment, with a 
director at its head. Materials for clothing must be sent thither 
from Segovia, Valencia, and the neighbouring towns, in order 
that it may be always supplied with shoes, great-coats, and coata 
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[ 494.] Nafoi^bov «o Jobxpb. 

YaUadolid, Jan. 15, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received no news &om yon since ilie 
11th. The state of Europe forces me to spend three weeks in 
Paris. If nothing should prevent me, I shall return towards the 
end of February.* The chief of the staff will remain ten or 
twelve days longer, to make sure of your thoroughly understand- 
ing the state of affairs. I have ordered my guard to be assem- 
bled at Yalladolid. I leave it under the command of Marshal 
Bessi^res, who will take his orders directly from me. I have 
told him that I wish the guard to be allowed to rest, in order 
that it may be fit to be despatched, if necessary, to another fron- 
tier. I beg of you to write to me every day, sparing no detail, 
and even to send me the different reports of the generab, that I 
may be well informed as to the state of things. The^chief of 
the staff will tell you of my project for entering Portu^ simul- 
taneously by Oporto and Gallicia. When you are thus master 
of the frontier of Portugal, you will be able to assemble all 
your forces to attack Andalusia, striking your first blows on 
Seville and Merida. You must not think of Valencia till Sara> 
gossa is taken, which ought to be effected in the course of 
February. When Saragossa is yours the army there must not 
be diminished without my being informed of it, for much will 
depend upon circumstances. I have left the Command of the 
provinces of Leon, Old Castile, Biscay, and Santander to Mar- 
shal Bessi^res, who will reside at Yalladolid. He has, for the 
purpose of holding these provinces, the division of Lapisse, which 
is marching on Salamanca, the garrisons of the different posts, 
and, besides, a division of dragoons. 

I think that I wrote to advise you to make your entry into 
Madrid on the 14th. Denon is anxious for some pictures; I 
wish you to seize all that you can find in the confiscated houses 
and suppressed convents, and to make me a present of 50 chefs- 
d^oeuvre, which I want for the Museum in Paris. At some 
future time I will give you others in their places. Consult 

* He remained in Paris two months, and never xeyiaited Spain. — Tb. 
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Denon for this pnrpofle. He may make proposalB to you. You 
are aware that I want only what is really good, and it is supposed 
that you are richly provided. I think that as soon as you have 
settled yourself in Madrid, yon onght to form two or four 
regiments, one of which should be placed in the north. They 
should not be allowed to approach within 10 leagues of Ma- 
drid. If you have officers enough to form the cadres, I think 
that you will be able to obtain privates. These regiments are in- 
dispensable as a refuge for numbers of people who would other- 
wise become bandits ; at the same time they will be useful as 
police. I believe that I have a cipher for corresponding with 
you when you have anything very important to say ; at any rate, 
jou have that of Laforest I expect to be in Paris on the 21st 
of January. I shall ride post the greater part of the way. If 
you like you can keep my absence secret for a fortnight by 
saying that I have gone to Saragossa. You will, however, act as 
you think best. I have had no further news from Gallicia. The 
Duke of Elchingen had already crossed the mountains and joined 
the Duke of Dalmatia, who .was eight leagues from Corunna. 

[ 495.] Napoucon to Joseph. 

Valladolid, Jan. 10^ 1809, noon. 

My Brother, — ^I sent Montesquieu to you this morning with 
a letter, in which I told you that I intended to start to-morrow 
for Paris. The chief of the staff will send you to-morrow by an 
aide-de-camp the instructions for my army of Spain. He will 
outstay me 10 or 12 days. This letter will be taken to you by 
the courier who has brought your packets firom Paris, and whom 
I am sending on. Pay attention to your newspapers, and have 
articles written from which it may be inferred that the Spanish 
people is subdued and submits itself The Spanish charged 'af- 
fures who was at Vienna has had the folly to start for Trieste 
on receiving a letter from the Junta. The court of Vienna is 
behaving very ill, she may have to repent of it. Do not be 
uneasy. I have troops enough, even without touching my army 
of Spain, to go to Vienna in a montL I have few cavalry 
generals. I wish you to call Gkneral Montbrun, who is with 
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General Lasalle, to Madrid^ and a week afterwards to send him 
to join me in Paris. He is a general whose hravery I esteem, 
and who will be of nse to me. He must not know for what pur- 
pose I want him. If I require any other officers I will ask yon 
for them, and yon will send them in the same manner with your 
despatches. Ton mnst tell every one, and let it be generally 
believed in the army, that I shall return in three weeks or a 
month. In fact, my mere presence in Paris will reduce Austria 
to her usual insignificanee ; and in that case I shall eome back 
before the end of October. I shall reach Paris in five days. I 
shall ride post, oight and day, as far as Bourdeaux. During all 
this time Spain will be settling down gently. I have here, under 
the orders of Marshal Bessieres, Kellermann's division of dra- 
goons, which I received to-day, to hold the north of Spain, from 
Burgos to Gallicia ; he will take up his position at Tudela, on the 
Douro, which will secure the communication with Yalladolid. 
I think that, as soon as Saragossa surrenders, you may send for 
the Queen and your children. I have written to desire the King 
of Naples to send an ambassador to Madrid. I have mentioned 
the person whom I wish him to send. I entreat you to write to 
me at length and frankly. Tou ought to do so ; it is the only 
way of acquiring my confidence, and my correspondence will 
then be of use to you. I think it advisable in the present state 
of affairs in Europe that the Queen should repair to Marrac after 
the carnival; she might get there by the 2dth of February. The 
preparations for her departure may produce a good effect. Write 
to her to be ready to start when I tell her to do sa By that time 
Saragossa will be taken. There is no reason why the Queen should 
not rest for a fortnight or three weeks at Marrac* I think, 
therefore, that your family may reach Madrid towards the end of 
February. The news from Bussia is good. Pardo is conducting 
himself well at St. Petersburg. Po not leave him in ignorance ; 
write offcen to him, and send your letters to Champagny. 

P. S. You will find annexed the letters intercepted by Ge- 
neral Lapisse between Zamora and Salamanca. You will see 

* Napoleon's villa near Bayonne. — Tb» 
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that OB the 20th of Deoemher the Jimta was at Serille. Ton 
are aware of the unportaBoe of occapying Talavera de la Bejiia 
and the bridge of Almaras. 
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yillad<«d, Jan. 15,1809. 

After the departure of the Emperor the King will command 
the army. 

The Chief of the Staff will leave Yalladolid as soon as he 
hears that the English are embarked ; if they have not done so 
within eight days, and nothing has occurred which appears to 
him to render Lis presence at VaUadolid necessary, he will go 
to Paris. While at Yalladolid he will continue to give orders 
in the name of the Emperor. 

If Marshal the Duke of Dalmatia should meet with a check, 
which is not to be expected, and the corps of the Duke of 
Elchingen cannot remedy it, Lapisse's division may be moved. 
He will try to communicate with Santander, by sending thither 
a party of lOO foot, in order to give news to General Bonnet, 
who has long been wilJliout any. The Chief of the Staff will 
renew at Saatander and at Burgos the order to send away the 
wool and the English merchandise by way of Bayonne. 

The Emperor's departure must not be mentioned in the 
general orders. The Dukes of Dalmatia, Elchingen, and Mon- 
tebello, must receive direct information of it. The King should 
be informed that it ought to be concealed as long as possible. 
A report should be spread that the Emperor is at Saragossa. Ge- 
neral Camus will remain at Yalladolid as a detached member of 
the Staff. He will correspond directly with the King and with 
the Chief of the Staff in Paris. 

The Emperor leaves the command of his guard to the Duke 
of Istria, who will have his head-quarters at Yalladolid. The 
guard is no part of the army. When the Emperor sends for 
his guard and his equipages, the fact that his Majesty has ceased 
to command his armies in Spain will be mentioned in the general 
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orders. If ciroamstanoes render the Berrioes of the guard indis- 
pensable, the Chief of the Staff may employ them. 

As the oorps of the Duke of Dalmatia, Buoh as it now is in 
G-allicia, supported by the 2 divisions of the Duke of Elohingen, 
is strong enough to drive off the English, the Emperor wishes 
Heudelet's division not to pass Villa Franca until the Duke of 
Dalmatia is on his way to Oporto ; one of the Duke of Elohin- 
gen's regiments must then go to Astofgo to keep up the com- 
munications. 

The Chief of the Staff, while at Valladolid, will attend the 
parade as usual, and see to the unembodied men. He will send 

off on the * the carriages of the 3rd company of the 6th 

battalion of the waggon-train, loaded with the baggage of the 
Duke of Dalmatia's corps. He will give them a new escort ; if 
necessary, they may be delayed a day for that purpose. 

While the Chief of the Staff is at Valladolid, he will send a 
courier every day to the King. 

On the Emperor's departure the express will be thu8 ar- 
ranged : — 

There must be at Madrid, and also at Valladolid, a director 
of the post. The director at Madrid will not send off the ex* 
press until he hafi received directly the despatches of the Frenoh 
ambassador ; they must be put into the bag by the director him- 
self, without being seen by anybody. He will also receive the 
packet of the Maitre des Requites, Fr^ville, and that of the 
Intendant-General of the army. The most important packet is 
that of the King. 

The director at Valladolid will not let the express go until he 
has taken the packets of the Duke of Istrla. He will order 
those of General Darmagnac to be taken at Burgos, and those of 
General Thi^bault at Vittoria. The Chief of the Staff will give 
instructions for this purpose to the director, and to General 
Nansouty. 

The Chief of the Staff will direct General Thi^bault to cor- 
respond with himself at Paris, and with the Duke of Istria at 
Valladolid. A similar order must be given to General Darmag- 

* Illegible in originaL 
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nae at Boigos; to G^&eial Biaaoii, who oomnuuids in Nararre; 
and to the Duke of Montebello, in oommand before Saragossa. 

While the Chief of the Staff is at YaUadolid, he will send 
every day to the Duke of Dalmatia an aide-de-camp, to be sent 
iMMsk to himself as soon ais(. there is anything important At least 
every other day these aides-de-camp will carry the despatches of 
the Poke of Dalmatia to the Duke of Istria, and eyen to the 
King, by way of Madrid, if anything should press. 

While the Chief of the Staff is at Valladolid, he will send 
to Paris in succession his aides-de-camp as they return from Gal- 
lioia; and after he has left Yalladolid they wiU continue their 
route towards Paris, having previously delivered the despatches 
addressed to the Duke of Istria. 

The Chief of the Staff will send nearly every day, and when- 
ever it may be requisite, an aide-de-camp to Saragoesa, in order 
to enable the Duke of Montebello to send one to Paris whenever 
it is necessary, and at least once in three days. While the Chief 
of the Staff is at Yalladolid he will send every day to the Em- 
peror one of his officiers d'ordonnance with the different reports. 

The Chief of the Staff will leave Yalladolid eight or ten days 
after the Emperor, using his Majesty's relays. When this jour- 
ney is over, all the relays of the Emperor will be collected at 
Yittoria under the guard of the chasseurs, and of one half of the 
gendarmerie d'^lite, which is to be placed the^e for that purpose. 

The Grand-Mardial will furnish the Chief of the Staff with 
a return of the orderly officers and the aides-de-camp. The 
Chief of the Staff should begin sending to Saragossa to-morrow. 

When the Chief of the Staff goes he will advise the Duke of 
Istria to have a parade every day, as the Emperor used to do, to 
examine the soldiers who pass, to let them rest, and then join 
regularly their different corps. 

[496.] Napoleon to Berthibb. 

Talladolld, Jan. 16, 1809. 

My Cousin, — ^Tell General Treilhard that you have shown to 
me his letter of the 11th of January. It was absurd in him to 
deliver the banditti to the civil authorities; he ought to have 
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brought them before a court martial, and had them hanged. He 
is right in asking for a battalion of infantry ; he should not have 
parted with the men belonging to the 128th. I have ordered s 
battalion of the 5th light infantry to join him. Write to Genen^ 
Darmagnao to express my di^leasnr^ at his haying withdrawn 
the 118th from Aranda before the battalion of the 5th anired* 
Order him to correspond twice a week with Marshal Bessi^res at 
Yalladolid. Write to General Bron to cwrespond in the same 
way with Marshal Bessieres by Aranda ; and write to General 
Treilhard to the same effect. 

I suppose that the 30 carriages belonging to the 6ih battalion 
were sent off to-day to the corps of Marshal Sonlt, and have 
carried the clothing and shoes for that corps. 

[497.] Napomion to Joseph. 

Yallftdolld, Jan. le, 1809, 8 p.v. 

My Brother, — ^I have received yoiir letter of the 13th. The 
letter in which yon ask me to send back 3 prisoners to Madrid 
has not reached me. Yon may employ Prince Masserano as yon 
please, provided you do not send him to Paris or to any foreign 
power. In Paris a safe man is necessary; and at the foreign 
courts it is better to have no minister at all, unless you have one 
on whom you can rely. I have sent to the C^ief of the Staff 
the papers relating to the Commandant of Yittoria; the 
custom-house officers must not be permitted to stop the stores 
intended for the army.* As yet I have not heard of the arrival 
of one member of the deputation.! I suppose that it will arrive 
in the course of the day ; I shall receive it immediately. I have 
ordered all the towns whose population exceeds 2000 to send 
deputations to Madrid, to present you with a record of those who 
have taken the oath of allegiance. The more considerable towns 

* Joseph complained that a system of smuggUng was orgamsed and 
protected hy the French officers under the pretext that the smuggled articles 
were intended for the French army, and pointed out the commandant of Vitto- 
ria as engaged in it. — ^Tb. 

t A deputation from Madrid taking to Napoleon a list of the persons wh» 
luid swom allegiance to Joseph.'— Tb. 
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ipill send io yoa proportwiiably irameroiui dqmtatioiit. These 
deputations will inclnde the bishops. Deputies will likewise be 
sent to you from the chapters, and from idl religions oommo- 
nities. 



[498,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Ta]IadoUd,An.1<.18M. 

Mj Brother, — ^I hare received yonr letter of the 14th. I 
suppose that the deputation will arrive to-day, I shall receive it 
immediately. Your letters are dry, and tell nothing. I think 
that yoa ou^t to have written to me when this deputation started, 
and told me the names of its members. I sent you orderly 
officers, and you sent me back three at once. It would have been 
better to have sent them one after the other, twenty-four hours 
apart ; by this means I should not have been left sixty hours 
without news, which made me for a moment fear that our corre^ 
q>ondence had been interrupted by banditti. You must no^ write 
to me that you have received such and such a letter of mine, and 
that the orders contained in it have been executed; you must 
repeat to me in detail the order, and state point by point its 
execution. I shall thus have at once before me the orders 
which have been given, and the manner in which they have beeii 
performed, and I can see whether they have been understood. 
Montesquieu must have reached you. You will receive immedi- 
ately the instructions drawn up by the Chief of the Staff. I 
hear from Gallicia tiiat the Duke of Dalmatia continues to ad- 
vance, and is constantly picking up some remains of the English* 
There is no news from Saragossa ; we must, however, receive 
some before long. The place was invested on the 22nd ; they 
have therefore had nearly a month to prepare mines. Mining is a 
very slow operation. The Staff of the engineers and artillery 
started yesterday for Madrid ; they take with them sappers and 
miners and tools. The regiment of Aremberg, which is the 27th 
chasseurs, will rest for a few days at Rio Seco, and afterwards 
proceed to Madrid. This regiment connsts of 1000 men aiud 
lOOO horses ; it is almost entirely composed of Belgians. The 
eourt of Alcades at Madrid has acquitted, or only sentenced to 
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imprmoommiy tldrty nwoalfl wliom Belliard anested; a oovrt- 
mardal most be appointed to try them orer agam and aboot the 
guilty. Give orders immediately that the members of the In- 
quisition, and of the oonnoil of Castile who are detained in 'La 
Poroebune, be removed to Bayonne, as well as the hnndred 
wretches arrested by Belliard. Fire-sixths of the popalation of 
Madrid are well-disposed, bat they require enoonragement, and 
that can only be done by protecting them against the pc^mlaoe. 
Here they moyed hearen and earth to obtain pardon for the con- 
demned bandits. I refused, I had them hanged, and since then 
I have found that in reality the very people who solicited were 
glad that I did not listen to them. I think it essential that your 
goyemment, particularly at first starting, should show sonie 
vigour against the mob. The mob loves and respects only thoae 
whom it fears ; and it is only by being feared by the mob that 
you will acquire the love and esteem of the rest of the natittt. 
I send you duplicates of my two letters of yesterday, and of 
several intercepted letters. 

As soon as we have entered Salamanca desire all the letters 
and packets to be sent to you. I have heard many reports of 
the death of Florida Blanca,* which is supposed to accoimt for 
the letters of the body which calls itself a Junta being signed only 
by a secretary. As soon as I am gone, and you have received 
letters from the Ohief of the Staff, I think ^t you would do 
well to send one of your officers to Gallicia to be with the Puke 
of Dalmatia, and report to you all that takes place. I do not 
think that Marshal Victor ought to go too far from the Tagus. 
You know that the way to Valencia is through Almanza, turning 
to the right. Decdre the works ordered on the heigjhts above the 
palace, on the right, to be immediately begun. They ought to 
protect the palace, the guards^ barracks, and indeed all the other 
barracks; for good sense and experience show that the people of 
Madrid will never behave well till they are properly held in 
check. Order some 24-pounders and mortars to be placed in the 
Retire; this measure will make the inhabitants manageable and * 

* Prandent of the Jtmta of Seville. 
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doritey wliioh wiU be an ineaknlable adTaniage to ererybody. 
There should be twelre 12-mQh mortars in the Betiro, and as 
many upon the heights above the palaee. The capture of 8ar»- 
gofisa will pat many at your disposal ; and, at any rate, yon may 
send for some to Gkdlida. Every day wiU increase the numbers 
of my oavalry; the roads are eorered with detaohments eoming 
from the depdts in France to reinforce them. You will reeeire 
besides 4 regiments from Germany, 700 or 800 strong. 

Above all, do not allow yoorself to be in want of money; if 
necessary, raise loans from the towns, corporations, and provinces. 
There is abundance of money in Spain ; they would find plenty 
if they wanted to revolt. If my presence became indispensable, 
I think that I might return by the 80th of February, and that I 
might even spend the months of March and April here. You 
know that I hate living in town& Desire Ghamartin to be kept 
finr me, both the house in which I Uved and that which is oppo- 
site; let persons be put m to take charge of them, that I may go 
there immediately on my return. 

[499.] Kapoleon to Joseph. 

ValUidoUd, Jan. 1«^ 18001 

My Brother, — ^Garignan has just arrived with your letters of 
the 11th and 13th, so that I received to-day first your letter of 
the 14th, then that of the 13th, and lastly your letter of the 11th. 
It seems that Oarignan had a fall on the way. I have ordered 
all the o£Eicers whom you ask me for to be sent back to you. 
There is Pignatelli, who has done us much harm in the province 
of Avila.* Some conscripts have left France to enter your 
guard. The deputation has arrived ; I am to receive it in an 
hour. I then intend to ride for nine hours in order to reach 
Burgos by three in the morning. I have given orders to the 
Ghi^ of the Staff that all the men belonging to the regiments 
of hussars and chasseurs who form part of the provisional regi- 
ments in Aragon, may, with their consent, on reaching Madrid, 

* Charles Pignatelli wa« one of the Spaniah oflGlcew whom Joseph wished 
to he sent back to him.— Tb. 
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be inoorporated in jonr goard. For instance, there are some of 
the 1st and 2nd chasseurs, and of the 9th, 7th, and 8th hussars ; 
you may take all these detachments. General Belliard ought to 
have a list of them. I am going to order five mounted conscripts 
to be taken from each of the difforent dep6ts in France, and for- 
warded to Spain. This will make 400 or 500. However 
numerous the Spaniards may be, you must march right on them 
and resolutely. They cannot stand. You should use no manoeu* 
yres or strategy, but go straight at them. Print immediately 
the speeches made to you by the deputations, and the record of 
the oaths taken, and, directly afterwards, make your entry into 
Madrid. I believe that I told you to keep for me the little villa 
of Ohamartin and the house opposite, just as I have left them, in 
order that I may know where to go, if on some fine morning I 
find myself again in Madrid. I think that the best way of gov- 
erning Spain is to appoint a junta for each province, to be called 
a royal junta, and to put a governor at its head, detain- 
generals must not be thought of; they would have neither influ- 
ence nor authority. I am only speaking now of the first three 
months.. I beg of you to write to me often and at length. 
Everything that is printed, reports, returns of the army, every- 
thing that you send me, I shall be glad to receive. 

P.S. The Chief of the Staff has this instant shown me 
Marshal Jourdan's letters of the 14th.* The enemy must not 
be suffered to establish himself at Madridejos. Marshal Victor 
may move towards the right, as it is probable that the enemy will 
retire upon Valencia. Besides, the division of General Valence 
would be su£Eicient. The siege of Saragossa seems to advance. 
The Polish battery which was at Segovia must have reached 
Madrid ; send it to join its division at Toledo. General Valence 
ought to receive instructions to push forward strong parties be- 
yond Madridejos, and to clear the whole country. 

* These letters do not appear.— Tb. 
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[500.] Napoleon to Bebxhisb. 

Yalladolid, Jtn. 1«, 1809. 

My Consin, — Give orders to confiscate all prohibited goods 
in Gallicia, especially those which came &om England daring the 
rebellion. 



[fiOl.] Nafoubok to Joskfb. 

TalladoUd, Jin. 17, 180O, • P.M. 

My Brother, — 1 received the deputation yesterday evening 
at 9 o'clock. Put their addresses to me into the newspapers, and 
make your entry into Madrid. I desired the deputies to report 
to you all that I said to them. The fog last night was so damp 
and thick that I deferred my departure till this morning. It is 
nearly 6 o'clock, and I am going to mount my horse. I leave 
hare my guard, my baggage, and my househofd. The news from 
Gallieia is still that my troops continue to advance and pick up 
remains of the British army. If the enemy appears in any 
direction within six or seven days' march from Madrid, do not 
suffer it, fall upon him immediately. I reprimanded the aloades 
for not condemning to death the wretches who were arrested. 
They justified themselves not very intelligibly, by saying that they 
required some sort of permission from the king. Everything 
must be done to ensure a proper termination of these trials and 
to make striking examples. Great robberies are committed to- 
wards Las Eosas : you cannot allow this so near Madrid. You 
must send in pursuit of the criminals 2 or 3 columns of 50 men 
each, and a detachment of cavalry. As the towns of Toro and 
Saragossa were in arms when captured, I have levied a contribu- 
tion of 500,000 francs upon one province, and 1,000,000 on the 
other; this will help to pay the army. All colonial and British 
goods have been confiscated in Gallicia. It is a general measure, 
and has taken place at Leipzic, at Hamburgh, in short, every- 
where. I have directed the regiment of Aremberg to rest for 
five or six days at Bio Seco ; it comes from the farther end of 
Denmark ] but my orders allow it to proceed to Madrid, if you 
think that you will want it. I have left in my house plate to the 



▼alue of 1,000,000 fnmos, and in the Dominioan oonrent abont 
150,000 francs' worth ; I hare ordered it to be converted into 
specie, and it may be employed in paying the army, but it had 
better receiye your stamp ; order a die to be prepared immedi- 
ately, and 1,000,000 francs' worth of your coinage to be struck. 
To save time, you may leave the piastre unchanged both in weight 
and fineness, reserving to yourself the power of altering the . • 
. . .* at another time. If you thus circulate a coinage of your 
own, I will send to Spain the pay of the troops in ingots. Your 
coinage will be increa8ed,t and that always has a good political 
effect 



[502.] Napoleon to Bebthiies. 

Jan. 19, 1809. 

My Oousin, — I have desired the 10th marching battalion, 
composed of conscripts whom I. found at Irun, to proceed to St. 
Sebastian, and to wait there for further orders. I have, ordered 
the battalions of the 28th, 58th, and 32nd, 3000 men strong, to 
proceed to Madrid by way of Aranda. When they reach Mad- 
rid, the battalions are to be equalised, and a few old soldiers put 
into the 4th. The companies have marched 180 strong, in order 
that some part of them may be spared. I have ordered a 
detachment of 400 men of the 32nd, and an equal number of 
the 12th, to proceed to Madrid to be incorporated in the 4th bat- 
talion of the latter regiment. If the cadres of the 5th battal- 
ions are there, send them back. An equal detachment of the 
2nd and 4th light infantry is to join the Duke of Dalmatia. 
Let them remain for a week at Yalladolid, and then send them 
by the shortest road whithersoever the Duke may be. 

These are the changes to be made in the route. 

Arrange these things so as to allow another day between 
Bourdeauz and Bayonne ; let them rest for two days at Bayonne ; 
take two days to go from Bayonne to Irun. Let the troops rest 
at Tolosa, Yittoria, and Burgos. Whenever a detachment is in- 
tended for Madrid, it should go thither straight by way of Aranda, 

* niogiUe.'^ilD. t By ooimng thenu-^TB. 
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"where h should luJt; these detachments should ooosist of at least 
400 men, and take three days between Bnrgos and Aranda. It is 
essential to spare the detachments going to Madrid the great 
detour by Yalladolid. For this purpose, a staff-officer should be 
established at Burgos, where he will be better phioed than at Yal- 
ladolid. The route from Yittoria to Iron seemed to me to be 
well arranged : not so that from Burgos to Yittoria. I remarked 
titat there were many both horse and foot soldiers in all the towns. 
It would be well to send an adjutant to oblige erery man to join 
his regiment. 

Let General Thouvenot know that I have sent to him another 
battalion, and that he should occupy in force the post of Passage, 
and let his conscripts be exercised twice a-day. This battalion, 
added to the one he had before, will enable him to send back to 
their regiments all the men who do not belong to him, but he 
must be part^icularly carefal that they want neither clothing nor 
arms. He must apply to KeUermann for whateyer is required. 
You will order KeUermann to supply him. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

The letters in this chapter extend from the 24th of January 
1809 to the 12th of April. During this time Napoleon was in 
or near Paris, engaged first in the negotiations, and afterwards 
in the preparations, which preceded the war with Austria of 
1809. 



['503.] Nafolbon to Josefk. 

Paris, Jan. 24, 1S09. 

My Brother, — ^I send you a letter from M. Ghampagny, con- 
taining some details concerning the affairs of Spain. I arrived 
here on the 23rd at 8 o^clock in the morning in excellent health. 
All is going on well here. 

[504.] Nafouson to Joseph. 

Paris, Jan. 25, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^Tou mentioned haying sent me a large cargo 
of quinine. All that has arrived does not amount to more than 
468 arrobas or 2450 lbs., gross weight. This is not the tenth 
part of what you announced to me. Let me know if you have 
sent some in other ways. 

[505.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Jan. 27, 1809. 

My Brother, — I received your letter of the I5th at 11 o'clock 
at night, and also one from Marshal Victor. I am waiting to 
hear the consequences of the battle of Alcazar, and that he has 
overtaken and dispersed the rest of the Duke of Infantado's 
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army. The Emperor of Bnssia has written to you a letter 
which M. de Romanzoff will send to yon. M. de Strogonoff has 
received his letters of credit.* He has reached Vienna, and he 
is coming to Paris, whence he will return to Madrid ; yon may 
announce him in your newspapers. I have ordered a Spanish 
raiment to be formed, and I have given the command of it to 
Greneral Kindelau. It is being assembled and trained at Nanoy. 
Send the prisoners to France ; keep only those whom yon can 
trust. As a general rule it is best to form regiments in France, 
which can be sent to you, but this need not interfere with your 
forming those which I have already recommended. 

My prompt arrival in Paris has already changed the tone of 
Austria, and fear has succeeded to her arrogance and her extreme 
confidence. The conscription continues to be levied with ra- 
pidity, and numerous detachments are marching towards Italy 
and the Khine. Let Marshal Victor know that I have granted 
the favours which he asked for General Villate, Colonel Meunier, 
Ghef-de-bataillon Reyeau, Colonel Mouton, Jamin, Rouzi4, of 
tiie engineers. Adjutant-commandant Aym6, the Chefs-d^escadron 
Chateau (Auguste), Leroy (Francois), Leroy-Duverger, &c. &o 
Among the 12,000 balls found at Zamora with other ordnance, 
of which I send you a list, there may be some 24-pound shot 
which is wanted for the guns at Madrid. The four mortars are 
also necessary for arming the fortifications of Madrid. 



[506.] Napoubon to Oeneral DxjfcAir. 

Paris, Jan. 9T« 180». 

M. G^n^ral D6jean, — The provisional adjutants who have 
been appointed in Spain are poor creatures. I think that it 
is better not to send all the commissaries to Spain; there are 
enough there. The rest must be kept for the armies of the 
Ehine. 

♦ To Joseph. He had been Russian Minister at the court of Charles IV 
Joeeph thoDght him friendly to thd^ Bourbons. — Tr. 
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[507.] Napouson to Joseph, 

Paris, Jul 88, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letters of the 15th and 
16th. Pray number your letters in fdtnre ; so the first which 
you write to me after the receipt of this letter will Ite No. 3 ; 
I have ordered the same thing to be done with my letters. We 
may thus be sure that we haye not lost any. 

The suppression of your apanage was part of a general mea- 
sure ; remarks were made about it, and I did not choose it to 
appear in the accounts : but you need not be in the least uneasy.* 

[508.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Paris, Feb. 8, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Draw up yourself a list of what will be required 
by the 5th and 6th corps, the fortress of Burgos and that of 
Yalladolid, in order that the money may be sent thither straight 
from Bayonne. It must not be sent first to Madrid, to be 
brought back again to Saragossa, which might be difficult. 

Order 200,000 rations of biscuit to be sent from Bayonne to 
Pampeluna, and ask for exact returns of the state of the fortifi- 
cations and provisions; if you have them, send them to me. 
Desire the 4 mortars and other ordnance at Zamora to be for- 
warded to Madrid for the defence of the Eetiro. Give this order 
directly to Marshal Bessi^res, and give notice of it to the king. 
As to the castle of Zamora, it must be furnished with ammuni- 
tion, a small garrison, and a commandant. This castle will serve 
as a basis of operations, as 200 men are sufficient to defend it. 
A convalescent hospital should be established within its walls for 
Lapisse's division. 

[ 509.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Fel>. ^ 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letters of the 24th and 
25th. I wish the confiscated estates to be mine ; to make sure 

* Napoleon continued in fact to pay this pennon of 1,600,000 fir. ont of 
his own privy purse to the Queen of Spain, who never quitted Paris.-— Ed. 
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of the alle^anoe of the Spanuli fimdlies it ought not to be in 
jour power to restore them.* I am sorry that you are changing 
the system of goyeinment at Madrid, and beooming too indulgent 
Nothing oould be worse than to allow the prisoners to remain 
there and have intercourse with the people, and to take 3000 of 
them for your regiments. O'Fanill committed a great error 
when he allowed the dispersion of the Spanish army. Do you 
wish for a repetition of what took place at this tune last year ? 
The prisoners ought to be sent to France.^ You may fill the 
cadres of your regiments, putting safe officers at their head, not 
with prisoners, but with deserters, and with men who wish to 
quit the insurgent army. I am raising a regiment of prisoners 
in France, composed chiefly of those who have been here for 
some time. Ton must show some sererity, and excite no fedse 
or premature hopes; or the m^i whose arms you restore will 
assassinate the French, and turn those arms against you on the 
first hope of success. It is a pity that when the members of the 
council of Castile were arrested they were not permitted to come 
to France. A residence of two or three years in France would 
have changed their ideas, and they might have been turned into 
useful citizens. 

[510.] Nafouson to Joseph. 

Partik Fel>. T, 1809. 

My Brother, — I am waiting to speak to the Queen of her 
departure, till I hear of the Ml of Saragossa. I wish Belliard 
to retain the govemorship of Madrid, and Fr^ville the manage- 
ment of affairs relating to the confiscated estates which I take 
for myself. It is more important to destroy these ten families 
than to get rid of the Bourbons. My aide-de-camp Laooste was 
killed on the 1st of February before Saragossa. We were mas- 
ters of part of the town. 

According to the rules of war, the movement on Merida should 
not be unmasked until the Duke of Dahnatia reaches Oporto, 
and he cannot be there before the end of the month. 

* Joseph wished to keep for himself the houses and fumitnre of tiie ten 
families whom Napoleon had selected for oonfiacation.— -Tb. 
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You ought not to allow the enemy to establish himself either 
at Cuen^a, or in the plain of the Manzanares. Keep Sebastiani's 
division at Madrid, and provide in every way for their oomfort. 
They are your best troops in an emergency. If I had money I 
would willingly send you some ; but my expenses are enormous. 
My cavalry amounts to more than 100,000. The new oonserip- 
tion which I am levying costs me an immense sum. 



[611.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 17, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letters. Marshal Ney 
has more troops than are wanted for G-allicia; his notious are 
absurd : when he wants 3000 men for Corunna and 4000 for 
Ferrol, he requires what is impracticable. Give strict orders for 
the complete disarming of these two towns. Subdue them by 
making examples of the worst characters. Construct an intrench- 
ment or species of citadel in which the French garrison may take 
refuge and hold the town. Never think of weakening your main 
force by keeping up garrisons. 



[512.] Berthieb to Net. 

Feb. 18, 1800. 

I have laid before the Emperor, M. le Duo, your letters of 
the 29th and 30th of January. His Majesty does not approve 
the plan of placing a garrison of 3000 men in Conmna or in 
Ferrol. 

This is the Emperor's view of your positibn : — 
Gallicia is a peninsula with more than 100 leagues of coast. 
If you cannot guard the whole, you can overlook the whole ; if 
you cannot occupy the batteries which keep off the English, yon 
cau require the inhabitants to man them. By making expedi- 
tions with moveable columns you can punish any misbehaviour. 
As a general rule, you should have many troops in motion 
and few stationary. In order to follow out the Emperor's plans, 
the first thing to do is to choose a centre of operations, which 
ought to be on the road between Ferrol and Astorga, Yon 
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BloLoald oeleet a small town, protected byitb ntoation from s oonp- 
de-mun ; sucb, for instance, as Lugo. Yon should collect there 
your magazines, yonr hospitals, both for the sick and for the con- 
yalesoent, yoor park of artillery, and yonr means of transport, 
so that the colnmns which you keep watching the coast may be 
able to unite at Lugo without losing a man, a hospital, or even a 
waggon. Thus, if even the whole prorinoe were in insurrection, 
you need lose nothing, all your resources being collected in your 
depdt, the centre of your operations. You will take care to keep 
there well-provided magazines and a reserve of 200,000 rations 
of biscuit. This being done, you may garrison Ferrol with a 
regiment of infantry, two squadrons and four guns, commanded 
by a brigadier-general. In Corunna you may place one battal- 
ion, one squadron, and two guns* You will place at Betanzos a 
brigadier-general, the two other battalioiusi, and 100 horse with 
two guns, which will render safe the communication with your 
general depdt. The two points of Ferrol and Corunna will thus 
be occupied. You will order the commandants of these places 
each to raise a redoubt, where, under unforeseen circumstances, 
they may defend themselves until you come to their assistance. 
Ferrol and Corunna will thus be advanced posts : in neither of 
them ought more than 100 sick to be left ; all above this number 
should be sent to the general depdt. Their garrisons should 
always be ready to retire to the general depdt on twenty-four 
hours' notice. 

The moveable column, consisting of a regiment of infantry, 
a few hundred horse, and two guns, may be charged with watch- 
ing Yigo and Tuy, and should be ordered to be stationary nowhere, 
but to present itself frequently at the important points of the 
coast to make examples. The commander of this colunm will 
avoid having any incumbrances by sending them all to the gene- 
ral depdt : its action may extend even as far as Santiago. You 
will thus, M. le Marechal, find yourself at the head of six 
regiments of infantry, collected in your central point of opera- 
tions for the purpose of marching wherever it may be expedient, 
and even to assist the Duke of Dalmatia if extraordinary unfore- 
seen circumstances should make it necessary. 

Vol. U. — 3. 
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Your first operation^ M. le Dao, is to Mlect your eei^cal 
point of operations where yonr magazines, parks, hospitals, and 
means of transport are to be collected. 

Tour second is to disarm the inhabitants of F^rol and 
Gorunna, taking especial care to seize their fire-arms, to axrest 
the most disafiected, and to send to Valladolid thirty hostages ; 
you may then leaye the duties of police to the Spanish authorities. 

Your third business is to reduce to submission all who axe in 
arms towards Orensa. 

Lastly, your fourth object ought to be to make use of Marcti 
and April, when nothing is to be feared on the coast of Gallicia, 
to subdue the Asturias. 

The marching battalions belonging to your corps will hold 
Beneyento, Astorga, and Villa Franca, will rest there, and be 
relieved successiyely by the new-comers. 

Such, M. le Due, is the manner in which you should conduct 
your operations. Look for no reinforcements; think it more 
probable that one of your divisions may be called away. Or- 
ganize the province and make examples ; severe and well-chosen 
examples do more than garrisons. Lastly, until the Duke of 
Dalmatia is in Lisbon, and in communication with Madrid, watch 
what happens to him and support him. 

[513.] Joseph to Napoleon. 

Febu 19, 18091 

Sire, — It grieves me to infer from your letter of the 6th of 
February that, with respect to the affairs, at Madrid, you listen 
to persons who are interested in deceiving you. I have not your 
entire confidence, and yet without it my position is not tenable. 
I shall not repeat all that I have frequently written on the state 
of the finances. I devote to business all my faculties from 7 in the 
morning till 11 at night. I have not a farthing to give to any- 
body. I am in the fourth year of my reign, and my guards are 
still wearing the coats which I gave to them four years ago. All 
complaints are addressed to me; all prejudices are opposed to 
me. I have no real power beyond Madrid, and even at Madrid 
I am every day counteracted by people who grieve that things 
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are not managed aoeording to their own systan. They aoonao 
me of being too mild ; they would become infamooB if I were 
more seyere and left them to the judgment of the tribnnalB. 

Yon thought proper to sequester the property of ten families; 
more than twice that number have been thus treated. Officers 
are in possession of every habitable house ; 2000 servants belong- 
ing to the sequestered families have been turned into the streets. 
All beg ; the boldest try to rob and to assassinate my officers. All 
those who with me sacrificed their positions in the kingdom of 
Naples are still billeted on the inhabitants. Without any capital, 
without any revenue, without any money, what can I do ? This 
picture, dark as it is, is not exaggerated. - 1 am not dismayed ; I 
shall surmount these difficulties. Heaven has given to me quali- 
ties which will enable me to triumph over obstacles and enemies, 
but what Heaven has not given to me is a temper capable of 
bearing the opposition and the insults of those who oug^t to 
serve me, and^ above all, a temper capable of enduring the dia- 
pleasure of one whom I have too much loved to be able ever to 
hate him. 

If, then, Sire, my whole life does not entitle me to your 
perfect confidence; if you tfaUk it necessary to surround me by 
poor creatures who make me blush for myself; if I must be 
insulted even in my own capital ; if I am denied the right of 
naming the governors and the commanders who are always before 
me, and make me contemptible to the Spaniards and powerless to 
do good ; if, instead of judging me by resulfls, you put me on my 
trial in every detail — ^under such circumstances. Sire, I have no 
alternative. I am King of Spain only through the force of your 
arms ; I might be so through the love of the Spanish people, but 
for that purpose I must govern them in my own way. I have 
often heard you say, every animal has its instinct and ought to 
follow it. I will be such a king as the brother and the friend of 
your Majesty ought to be, or I will return to Mortefontaine, 
where I ask for no happiness but to live without humiliation and 
to die with a good conscience. 

Only a fool remains long in a false position. In forty years 
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of life I liave learnt only wliat I knew almost the beginning, that 
all is vanity except a good conscience and self-esteem. 

A Spaniard has let me know that he has been ordered to give 
to Marshal Duroc, day by day, an exact account of all that I do. 
I am complained of for having allowed five councillors of Castile 
to return, while fifteen more were free. Why did I do so ? Be- 
cause advantage had been taken of their absence to pillage their 
houses. Sire, my misery is as much as I can bear; what I 
deserve and what I expect from you is consolation and encour- 
agement ; without them the burthen becomes intolerable : I must 
slip from under it before it crushes me. 

If there is on earth a man whom you esteem or love more 
than you do me, I ought not to be King of Spain, and my happi- 
ness requires me to cease to be so. 

I write to you my whole thoughts, for I will not deceive you 

or myself. 

I do not choose to have an advocate with you ; as soon as that 
becomes necessary I retire. During my whole life I shall be 
your best, perhaps your only, friend. I will not remain King of 
Spain unless you can think this of me. Many illusions have left 
me ; I cling a little to that of yo» friendship ; necessary as it is 
to my happiness, I ought not to continue to risk losing it by 
playing the part of a dupe. 

[514.] , Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 20, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received all your letters. I believe 
that Boederer has asked the senate for leave of absence in order 
to join you. I am most anxious to hear that the country between 
Badajoz and the Tagus has been conquered, and that your king- 
dom is tranquil. 

[616.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 21, 1809. 

My Brother, — The chief of the staflF has sent to you his mili- 
tary instructions. I am sorry to see that you have dismissed the 
chief commissioner of police from Madrid. I had already sent 
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one to Xiisbon. Toa astonished me by giving as a reason that the 
coBstitutlon forbids you to retain him.* Tell me whether it is 
forbidden by the eonstitation that the King of Spain should be 
at the head of 300,000 French troops, that the garrison of 
Madrid should be French, that the governor of Madrid should 
be a Frenchman ? Does the constitution say that the houses in 
Saragossa are to be blown up one after the other ? It must be 
owned that these views are narrow and pitifdL You must not 
give way to temper and to petty passions ; your views should be 
calm and suitable to your position. The regiment which was 
formed at Leon has deserted with its arms and baggage ; f the 
other regiments will do the same. Assassinations already take 
place in the streets of Madrid; if a commissioner of police were 
established at Madrid on the French system this would not 
happen. You will not be able to govern Spain without vigour 
and energy. Your pretensions to indulgence and clemency will 
do no good; you wUl be applauded as long as my armies are 
victorious, you will be abandoned when they are beaten. Some 
ai the members of the council of Castile whom you set at liberty 
have rejoined the rebels. Considering the time that you have been 
in Spain and the events which you have seen, you ought to un- 
derstand the Spanish nation. As for police, employ people who 
will be of use, whoever they may be, and accustom yourself to 
consider your mere royal authority as worth very little. 



[516.] Napoleon to Joseph, 

Parb, Feb. 27, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 17th of 
February in answer to my letter No. 2^^ of which you think that 
you have a right to complain, as well as of the advice given to 
the commander-in-chief of my armies in Spain. My letter does 
not justify or even account for many passages in yours. I think 

* Joseph had sent away from Madrid to Lislxm a M. Lagarde, sent to liim 
by Foii€h6 as head of the police. — Tb. 

f It was formed hj the Emperor's orders. — ^Ed. 
X The letter of the 6th Febmaiy.^Ts. 
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that if you were to read it oyer again calmly you woold share 
my opinion. I earnestly hope that events may not ohlige you 
some day to acknowledge that there were many things in my letter 
requiring consideration. 



[ 517.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Faii8» March 4, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 22nd of 
February. Tou were wrong in sending reinforcements to Sara- 
gossa, there were quite enough troops there already ; sappers and 
miners were more wanted. Gknerals are always making fresh 
demands — it is in the nature of things : there is not one who caqi 
be trusted in that respect. It is natural that a man who has 
only one duty to perform should think only of that ; the more 
troops he has, the more he ensures success. It is a great mistake 
to consider their requests when they cannot be granted. 



[518.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, March 6, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 25th. Why 
does not Marshal Ney carry the Asturias ? What is the use of 
his lining the coast? If the country is not impracticable on 
account of the snow, he ought by this time to have conquered it. 



[ 519.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Paris, March 9, 1809. 

My Cousin, — Order the portion of my guard which is left at 
Yalladolid, namely, the infantry, cavalry, and artillery, to proceed 
to Yittoria, where it will receive further directions : so that not 
one man belonging to my guard may be on the other side of Yit- 
toria. Give the same orders with respect to my horses, and 
everything belonging to my stables which may be still at Yalla- 
dolid. 



IOk laeft FALL OF BASAeOBBA. 55 

[520.] Nafolbon to DijxAif. 

Parts, ICareh 9, 1809. 

M. le General D^jean, — I send yon back yonr return, that 
you may make in it the changes necessary in consequence of two 
decrees which I have issued this week ordering the incorporation 
of the proyisional regiments which are in Spain into different 
corps, and the men and horses to be struck off the lists of their 
former regiments. By one of these decrees several detachments 
from the depots in Spain are to be sent to the armies of the 
Bhine. I haye decided on making the infantry return from the 
depot of Niort to their respectiye depots. It is useless to send 
horses to Spain. Considering our present circumstances, there is 
too much cayalry in Spain. This measure will reduce the 
expenses. 

[ 521.] Nafolkon to Joseph. 

EamboQinet, Mveh 11, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have read an article in the ' Gazette de 
Madrid,' giving an account of the fall of Saragossa. The defend- 
ers of the town are covered with praise ; of course in order to 
encourage those of Valencia and Seville. This is indeed strange 
policy. There cannot be one Frenchman who has not the most 
thorough contempt for the defenders of Saragossa. Those who 
make such blunders are more dangerous to our cause than the 
rebels. I do not think that O'Farill had any bad intentionSi 
but this is his second offence of the kind. 

In one of his proclamations he has most improperly alluded 
to Saguntum. 

[522.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Bambonillet, March 18, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 2nd of 
March. I am impatiently waiting to hear that the Duke of 
Belluna has swept all before him, and that he is marching upon 
Andalusia. Everything here is warlike, and my armies are being 
assembled and prepared in Germany. 
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[523.] Napoleon to Besthieb. 

Bamboalllet, March 14, 1809. 

My CousiD, — Order the three companies belonging to the 
principal battalion of artillery-driyers of my guard which were 
at Saragossa to start for Paris twelve hours after they receive 
your order. They will transfer their horses to the other bat- 
talions if wanted, if not they will bring them with them. Desire 
these troops to make as much haste as possible. 

Order the sixteen waggons containing tools at Saragossa, and 
a company of sappers and miners, to be sent without delay to 
BourdeauXy where they will receive further orders^ 

[524.] Napoleon to Bekthier. 

BamboniUet, March 14, 1900. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the general in command of the artillery 
of the army of Spain, and to the general in command at Sara- 
gossa, and desire them to arm and fortify the citadel, to place 
mortars upon it, and to let the park of artillery be put under its 
protection. When you send me Marshal Jourdan's correspond- 
ence, let an abstract be made of it, in order that, in the midst of 
my various occupations, I may see what is important. Send me 
a summary of what you have written to Saragossa. Repeat the 
order for all the dismounted men in the cavalry depdts of Aranda^ 
Madrid, Palencia, Pampeluna, &c., to proceed to Bayonne. Ask 
Marshal Jourdan for a return of the army of Spain on the 15th 
of March. I get no returns from that army, and I do not know 
in what state it is» Write to General Kellermann for a list of 
the troops in the depdt of Bayonne. 

[ 626.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, March 10, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 7th March. 
I cannot imagine how the pay ^should be in arrear. I have large 
funds at Bayonne ; how is it that the paymaster-general does not 
remit ? He must be a fooL 

I am giving orders. Everything is -warlike. Bnssia is on 
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mj side against England, Spain (aa it is called), Austria, and 
Tnrkey. 

[526.] NAFOLBOir to D^jxan. 

Puis, March 17, 1809. 

M. D^jean, — ^No Spanish prisoners most be kept at Bayonne 
or Bonrdeanz. Order all those who are there to be forwarded to 
Saintes and Angonl6me. Take measores to prevent any Spanish 
prisoners from passing through Bonrdeaujc. 

[527.] Nafoleon to Bekthiieb. 

PariB, March 17, 1800. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to Marshal Joordan and to the Due de 
Yahny, and to the different general officers, that they are in 
fdtare to correspond with the minister of war, as yon are ap' 
pointed head of the staff of the army of Germany. Bepeat the 
order that all the men at Santander and Bilbao, belonging to the 
1st and 2nd provisional regiments at Bayonne, join their respective 
corps. 

[528.] NAPOIiBOK TO JosBPA. 

Malmatami, March 91, 1800. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 11th March. 
All that is taking place in GUllicia is in consequence of the Duke 
of Elchingen^s error in establishing his head-quarters at Corunna 
instead of a more central position, at Lugo for instance, or even 
still nearer to the frontier. Corunna and Ferrol ought to have 
been occupied only by heads of columns. I presume that as 
soon as the Duke of Belluno has commenced his measures you 
will support him with all your available troops. You have at 
Madrid the division of Sebastiani, of Dessolles, and the Poles. 
You must take care that the Duke of Belluno has his three di- 
visions and that of General Leval quite complete. He will want 
much cavalry in Andalusia, especially as the enemy will have 
very little ; for though the English may have some infantry, they 
cannot have any cavalry. All my troops are in Germany. The 
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Dttke of Aiierst«dt 10 at Wtiriburg wiih the army of the Rhme ; 
the Prince of Ponte Corro is at Dresden ; the Duke of Rivoli is 
at Ukn with the army of obseryation of the Rhine ; Greneral 
Oudinot is with his corps upon the Lech ; the Bavarians occupy 
the Inn ; my army of Italy is assembled on the Tagliamento. An 
inconceivable warlike fury has seized Austria; she has taken 
Bubndies &om England; but in the middle of these warlike 
preparations our two cabinets continue to communicate amicably. 
One would think us the best friends in the world. Russia sup- 
^rts me in every way. The court of Vienna has no voice in the 
matter, and, like the court of Aranjuez, is carried away by a fac^ 
tion stronger than itself My carriages are gone, but I am not yet 
quite determined upon starting myself. I have been forced to 
furnish a fresh supply of artillery carriages and military trans- 
ports, and to remount part of my cavalry, to make up for the 
deficit caused by the affairs of Spain. All this throws me into 
enormous expenses. Push on your operations with vigour, for the 
hot weather will soon set in. The fortifications of Madrid ought 
soon to be ready ; therefore, should the worst happen, 2000 men 
will soon be in perfect security within them. 

[ 529.3 ObDEBS of KAFOI.BON. 

March 24^ 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — All the infantry of my guard, coming 
from Spain, is to travel post to Paris. It is composed of three 
parties, — one of 1000 chasseurs and grenadiers, who are to reach 
Poitiers to-morrow ; a second of two regiments of fusiliers and 
the remainder of the grenadiers and chasseurs, altogether 5000 
men, who ought already to have arrived at Bayonne ; a third of 
three battalions belonging to the rear-guard of the chasseurs, 
grenadiers, and fusiliers, in the whole 1200 men, who will reach 
Bayonne in a few days. 

Desire General Walther to send an officer of my guard to 
superintend the execution of this order. Let the troops make 
three days^ march every day, and reach Paris as soon as possible. 

Order the cavalry, the artillery, and other detachments of the 
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guard, to hasten their maroh from, Bonrdeanx to Paris withooi 
too nmch tiring their horses. I tmst this to the sizperior officers. 
Order the surgeons belonging to my guard to travel hither 
by post. 

[580.] Nafolbon to Josepb. 

Ptfta, llanh W, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^War appears imminent ; I have sent off my 
oarriages. One of my conriers has been stopped by the Austrian 
police at Brannan. I wish to have General Lasalle. Generals * 
of cavalry in Spain do not require mudi experience. Put whom* 
soever you like in his place, and send him to me without delay. 

[581.] Nafolboit to Joseph. 

PailB, Maroh S7, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I cannot understand what you mean about 
M. Fr^ villa's correspondence.* Tou imagine me to be much 
more occupied with that subject than I really am. I take for 
myself the estates of twelve proscribed families, and I have no 
other pretensions. I read to-day five numbers of a newspaper 
called the ^ Courier Espagnol,' written in French ; I do not know 
what purpose it is intended to serve. If it is to act upon the 
anny, ought I not to have known who the editor was, and how 
far he could be trusted ? If it is intended to influence France 
and Europe, that matter might have been very well left to me, at^ 
least as far as France is concerned. This paper indulges in 
literary discussions on Paris, and is the Don Quixote of Spain 
against France. If it were written in Spanish, and for the 
Spaniards, this would be only absurd ; but in French it is also 
improper. France, engaged as she is in so cruel a war in Spain, 
ought at least to hope to regenerate and liberalize that country. 
They must be iU disposed who, at such a time as this, publish in 
French that Spain was well governed under Charles III., and 

♦ Joseph had complained that M. de FrfivUle, vho managed for the 
£<niperQr the estates confiscated from certain Spanish families, corresponded 
^vwOy nith the Emperar and disobeyed Joseph.— Tb. 



give a pompous enlogy of a man like Jorellanos, wHo is unknown 
in Europe, and who is our bitter, unrelenting enemy. This news^ 
paper must be suppressed, or published in Spanish. I have 
ordered all copies of it to be stopped. The Minister of War is 
writing to you about your military operations, which appear to 
me to be very feeble. You must re-establish at any priee your 
commimications with the Duke of Elchingen and with the Duke 
of Dalmatia. It seems that a month has elapsed since letters 
have been received from the Duke of Elohingen, and that La 
Bomana has been permitted to place himself between G-allicia 
and the Castiles. If this should continue, the affairs of Spain 
will get rapidly worse* Those operations must be conducted with 
great care and activity. The Prince of Neufchatel is just start- 
ing. I am assured on all sides that Austria will attack Bavaria 
in a few days* 



{532.] Obdebs of Kapoleok. 

March 27, 1809L 

M. le General Clarke, — Some intriguers are publishing at 
Madrid a newspaper in French, called the ^ Courier Espagnol/ 
which may have the worst effect. Write to Marshal Jourdan 
that no French paper is to be allowed in Spain, and that this one 
is to be suppressed. I do not intend any French paper to be 
circulated where I have troops, unless it is published by my 
orders. Besides, do not the French receive newspapers from 
France ? As for the Spaniards, they should be addressed in 
their own language. Tour letter on this subject should be a 
positive order* 

[533.] OkdbIks of Nafolboit. 

Marcb 28, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — ^Write to General Kellermann, who 
is in command at Yalladolid, that I am sorry to see that the 
hospitals in Biscay and in Old Castile are in need of necessary 
articles; that it is his duty to famish th^n with mattresses, 
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Uankets, sheets, &o., and to take oare that Uu reqniritioiis are 
obeyed in the country. 

Give the same orders to the commandants of Pampelnnai 
St. Sebastian, Bnrgos, Vittoria, Bilbao, and Santander, and 
stimalate their zeal in this re^ct. 



[534.] Ohdkbs of Napoleon. 

Manh SI, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — Order the Dnke of Yalmy to place a 
column on the borders of Aragon, towards . . . .* to keep up 
the commnnication with Jaca. Ton will let him know that I 
order Adjutant-commandant Lomet to collect his moveable column 
in that fort; that it is to be yictualled; that a company of 
artillery of the line and two engmeer officers are to be placed 
there ; and that it is to be made capable of keeping the commu- 
nicatioii open between Saragossa and France. 

You will order the general who commands in Aragon to 
place IQOO men in Jaca, under Adjutant-commandant Lomet, 
with a company of artillery, two engineer officers, a superior officer 
of artillery, and a commissariat officer ; to victual the place for 
six months, in order to keep the valley quiet, and to maintain the 
communication direct and uninterrupted between Pau and Sara- 
gossa. Desire the commandant of Aragon to open a shorter 
communication by that road. 

[535.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, April 2, 1609. 

My Brother, — Things are going on very ill in Spain. How 
is it possible that you should be so long without news of the 
Buke of Elchingen, and that, in spite of La Bomana's manceuvres 
between Gallicia and Castile; combined with the insurrection of 
the Asturias, you should march the division of Lapisse upon the 
south, instead of employing it in the north ? I cannot under- 
stand all this, and I foresee nothing but misfortunes. The north 
will again rise, and the losses which I shall sustain in quelling 

* niegible.— Ed. 
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tiMBe partial uMnifreetions irill be equivalent to a great defeat. 
You are deeeived by false reports and by hopes of La Bomana^s 
sabmission. During this time the -fragments of his army are 
reorganising themselyes, and for the last month they have been 
left to do so without interruption. In Spain the north is all- 
important. The first thing, therefore, to be done is to re-establish 
oommunioations with the Duke of Elohingen. 



[686.] Obdebs of Nafoubon. 

April fiilSOt. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — Order General Suchet to repair to 
SaragOBsa and to take the oommand of the 8rd corps. The Duke 
of Abrant^s is to return as soon as he is replaced by General 
Sudiet 



[587.] Obdebs of Nafoubon. 

April 6, 1S09. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — ^Write to the Duke of Abrant^ 
that before he leaves Aragon he is to settle three important 
points : — 

1. To fix, in concert with the commanding officer of engineers, 
upon a plan for a fortress at Tudela, and for a redoubt upon the 
heights, with detached lines to keep up the communication with 
the river. These works are to be for the present of earth, but to 
be capable of being faced with stone, so as to become a good 
fortress. 

2. To make the castle of Saragossa capable of sustaining a 
siege, and to place in it six mortars commanding the town. 

8. To let all the artillery return to France. 

It is necessary that there should be a' colonel of engineers at 
Saragossa to superintend and keep up the fortifications of Jaca, 
and ^e details of those of Tudela and of the citadel of Burgos. 
There must be another at Burgos to superintend the details of 
the fortifications at Burgos and Miranda, and of everything 
relating to Passage and to St. Sebastian. 

Desire the works which I have ordered at Miranda to be 



begun wiihoat dday, and those at Burgos to be oanied on with 
the utmost dUigenoe. 

Attend from time to time to the correspondence relating to 
the fortifications of Tudela, Miranda, Bnrgos, and the fortress of 
Jaca. It is necessary that Jaca should re-establish quickly, and 
keep up, the communication with France by way of Pan. 



[538.] Nafolbon to Josktb. 

Paris, AprttlO»18W. 

My Brother,— I have received your letters of the 2nd, con- 
taining the news of Marshal Victor's victory : two days beforoi 
I received the news of General Sebastiani's success. The Minister 
of War sends you word of all that passes in Catalonia. It seems 
that the want of provisions made General St. Oyr think that he 
ought to draw nearer to Barcelona. The King of Sweden has 
been beaten. The Duke of Sudermania has written to ask me 
for peace; he is regent of the kingdom. Austria is hastening 
her movements. I have reason to think that she will make an 
attack on the 15th. To-morrow, or the day after, I shall start 
for the army. Do not engage the enemy imprudently, and, above 
all, prevent La Romana from stirring up the north. The position 
of Lapisse's division seems to fit it for this operation. I want 
cavalry generals. General LasaUe has been ordered to return : 
I do not know why he has not been sent. There are four times 
as many cavalry generals in Spain as there ought to be, and 
Spain is the country which requires them least, as cavalry cannot 
manoeuvre there. I do not know how General Junot can march 
upon Valencia, unless the 5th corps be sent thither ; * however, 
1 have sent for it to Biscay, that it may be directed either 
on the north or on France, according to circumstances. The 
Asturias and Gallicia will at last play you a trick if you neglect 
them. 

* Joseph had propoeed that Marshal Jnnot should mardh on Yalonee. 
— Tb. 
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[589.] NjlPOLeok to Jobepbu 

Parte, AprU 12, ISOO. 

My Brother, — It seems that the English have not been able 
to enter Cadiz, and that since the 15th of March they have 
occupied Lisbon with between 10,000 and 12,000 men. It is, 
therefore, of great importance to know what has happened, or is 
likely to happen, in that quarter. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

The letters in this chapter extend from the 12th of June to the 
10th of October, 1809. 

Baring tl^e two months which separate the first order in this 
chapter from the last letter in the previous chapter, Napoleon 
had entered Ratisbon after a succession of battles which lasted 
five days, and ended on the 23d of April. He had entered 
Vienna on the 13th of May, had fought on the 21st and the 22nd 
of May the undecided battle of Aspern, and he was now in the 
Imperial palace of Schonbrunn, master of Vienna, and preparing 
for the battle of Wagram. 

In the mean time Sir Arthur Wellesley, having landed at 
Lisbon on the 22nd of April, had marched with the English and 
Portuguese army against Marshal Soult, then occupying Oporto, 
had surprised him on the 12th of May, and driven him out of 
Portugal, and was advancing towards Talavora. At the date of 
this first order Napoleon was not acquainted with Soult's surprise 
and retreat, nor of his bitter quarrel with Ney, which made it 
peculiarly imprudent to place Ney under Soult's command. To 
this order, and to the jealousies which it excited among the 
French authorities in Spain, the French historians attribute the 
ultimate defeat and expulsion of Joseph. 

The battle of Wagram, fought on the 5ih and 6th of July, 
1809, was the last of Napoleon's great military triumphs, as the 
peace of Vienna, signed on the 14th of October, 1809, was the 
last of his diplomatic triumphs. During the three months in 
which the letters contained in this chapter were written, the 
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greatness and tlie power of the empire rose to their highest point, 
but the vast edifice already gave signs of weakness. Among the 
most striking were the surprise of Oporto and the battle of 
Talavera, which showed that an English army and an English 
general could be formidable on the Continent. 



[540.] Ordebs of Nafoiaon. 

Jdm U, 1S09. 

M. le G4n6ral Clarke, — ^You will send a staff officer to Spain 
to order the corps of the Duke of Elchingen, of the Duke of 
Treyiso, and of the Duke of Dalmatia, to be formed into one 
army, under the command of the Duke of Dalmatia. These 
three corps are to manoeuyre together, march upon the Engli^, 
pursue them without stopping, rout them, and drive them into 
the sea. 

Putting aside every other consideration, I give the command 
to the Duke of Dalmatia, as senior officer. These three corps 
ought altogether to consist of from 50,000 to 60,000 men. 

If this junction takes place quickly, the English will be de- 
stroyed, and the affairs of Spain brought to a close ; but it is 
necessary to concentrate and not to march in small bodies. This 
is a general principle in all countries, but above all in a country 
without the means of communication. I cannot point out the 
place of junction, as I am not acquainted with the events which 
have occurred. 

Despatch this order to the King, to the Duke of Dalmatia, 
and to the other marshals, by four different channels.* 

* This tmlncky order was sent from Germany by the Emperor at the vexy 
minnte when the conduct of Marshal Sonlt at Oporto, and his failTire in the 
agreement made with the Dnke of Elchingen at Lngo, rendered its execution 
impossible. How could it be hoped that the two marshals, Ney and Mortier, 
would obey a colleague who, by his obstinacy in remaining at Oporto, had 
just compromised the fate of the Peninsula ? Further on it will be seen what 
mischief this measure, on which Napoleon depended, did to the tJSun of 
Spain.—* Ed. 
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[541.] Nafoueok to Clarks. 

BchfinbniiiBf Jiiii« 91, 1609. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^I have received your letter, with 
the Spanish correspondence. You must write word to the 
King that the north is the first object ; that if Saragossa is car- 
ried and he loses Aragon, he will find himself in a most unpleas- 
ant position. How is it that nothing is attempted from Madrid ? 
Yon mnst write to General S^narmont that the demands made 
bj the artillery are all absurd ; that I see by his return that he 
has 6000 horses, and that he can at any rate replace them with 
mtiles of the country. 

[542.] Napoi<bok to the Mxhisthb. 

Bobtobnmiit July 18, 1809. 

It is of great importance that the Duke of Castiglione should 
advance beyond Barcelona, and put himself into communication 
with Aragon, which will coyer Aragon and Madrid on that side. 
Tell the King that, if the English should land in Spain, he is not 
to engage them till all his forces are assembled.* He has the 
Ist and 4th corps with the garrison of Madrid, which makes more 
than 50,000 men ; the 2nd, 5th, and 6th corps form altogether 
about 60,000. The English know all this and will not run such 

a risk. f Send some one to visit the fortress of Burgos 

to ascertain in what state it is. The fortress of the Inquisition, | 
and that of Tudela, are equally important 

[548.] Napoleon to the Mhoster. 

Scbdnbnum, JuHj 1% 1809. 

The Duke of Castiglione and General Suchet must be in- 
formed that immediately after Girona is taken I wish Hostalrich 
to be attempted, in order to secure the communication with Bay- 
onne, and to commence the siege of Lerida. Half the artillery 
for the siege is to be furnished by Barcelona, and half by Sara- 

* The battle of Talavera showed the wiadom of this advice. — ^Ta. 
t Sle^ble.— Ed. 
t At SanigoMa.~TB. 
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goflsa, and the two annieB will join in this important operation. 
The abundant provisions with which I have supplied Barcelona, 
this year's harvest, and^ the plenty which exists generally in 
Aragon, ought to render its acoomplishment easy. Order the 
works of the fortress of the Inquisition at Saragossa, and those of 
the fortress of Tudela, to be gone on with. It seems possible to 
besiege Lerida and Hostalrich simultaneously. Transmit these 
orders to the King, to the Duke of Castiglione, and to General 
Suchet, by two different officers. Ask General Suchet what 
troops he can furnish to invest Lerida on the Aragon side, while 
on the other side it is invested by the 7th corps, and while he oc- 
cupies a position in front to hold the enemy in check towards 
Valencia, and to protect the siege. 



[544.] Ordebs of Napouboh. 

Bcb&ibrami, July S9, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — General St. Cyr must not leave the 
army till he is replaced by the Duke of Castiglione. 

Write word to Spain that no attack is to be made on Por- 
tugal during the month of August (it is much too hot there), but 
that they are to prepare to make this expedition in February. 

Ask the King and the Duke of Dalmatia for a report on the 
opening of the campaign in the month of September. Before 
that period there will be time enough for them to receive my 
orders. 

If, however, General St. Cyr is so ill as to be obliged to 
leave the army, he must first re-establish the communication with 
Barcelona, and he will leave General Duhesme in command of his 
troops. 

[ 545.] Orders of Napoleoit. 

Schdnbninii, Ang. 7, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — You send me no news from Spain. 
I learn by a letter from the King, 6f the 25th July, that 
General Wellesley has arrived at Talavera de la Beyna with 
25,000 English, and has joined Cuesta. 
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It ifl very unlbrtaiuite that Marshal Soolt should have m^ 
iMBuvred so ill as Bot to have joined the King. I hope that the 
King, with the garrison of Madrid, the 1st and 4th corps, form- 
ing 55,000 men, will have placed himself so as to prevent the 
enemy from attempting to attack Madrid, and will have effected 
his junction with Marshal Soult. He will then have more than 
100,000 men. It will be an excellent opportonity for giying 
the English a lesson, and finishing the war. 

[646.] NAPOLiBoir to Clarxx. 

Aug. l^ 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^I haye receiyed your letter of the 
8th.* I cannot understand the affairs of Spain, nor what has 
taken place there. Where was the French army on the 29th and 
30th ? and where was the English army during these two days ? 
The King says that for the last month he has been manoBuvring 
with 40,000 men against 100,000. Tell him that it is his own fault, 
and that it is the very thing of which I complain. The bringing 
Marshal Soult to Placentia is wrong ; it is against all rules ; it is 
open to every objection, and has no advantage. 1st. The English 
army may cross the Tagus, support its rear on Badajos, and from 
that moment need not fear Soult ; f 2ndly. It may beat our two 
armies in detail. If, on the other hand, Soult and Mortier had 
proceeded towards Madrid, they would have reached it on the 
80th ; and the army, assembled on the 3rd of August, and 80,000 
strong, might have given battle, and conquered Spain and Portu- 
gal I advised a battle to be avoided unless the five corps, or at 
least four of them, were assembled. At Madrid they know noth- 
ing of great military operations. 

[547.] Obdbbs of Napoudon 

SobSnbrnnn, Aug. 21i 1809. 

M. le General Clarke, — Express to Marshal Jourdan my ex- 
treme displeasure at the inaccuracies and falsehoods in his report of 
the transactions on the 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th of July. Tell 

* The battle of Talavera was fought on the 28th of July, 1809.— Tr. 
f This is what happeoed. — Tb, 
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1^ that his deBpatohes do not deseribe efvants as they took 
place, and that it is the first time that the Goyemmeot has been 
so trifled with.* 

He says that on the 28th we were in possession of the British 
army's field of battle — ^that is to say, of Talayera and of tiie 
table-land on which their left flank rested — ^whilst his sabseqnent 
reports, and those of other officers, say the exact contrary, and 
that we were repulsed during the whole day. 

Make him feel*that this dishonesty towards the Goyemment is 
a real crime, and a crime which was nearly haying fetal results; 
for as I was told that the English had been beaten, and that half 
onr troops had been enough to rout them, I had settled my plans 
in consequence, when I fortunately heard in time that it was my 
army that was beaten — that is to say, that we had taken neither 
Talayera nor the table-land. Tell him that he might haye put 
what he pleased into the Madrid newspapers, but that he had no 
right to diEfgnise the truth to the Ooyernment. 

In a separate letter you will let Marshal Jourdan know that 
the whole affair has been ill managed ; that Marshal Soult ought 
to haye marched from Salamanca by way of Ayila to Madrid ; 
and that, if the corps d'arm^e had started separately by the 27th 
or 28th, the head would haye arriyed in time ; that the army 
ought then to haye retreated by short stages, and not haye offered 
battle under the walls of Madrid till all our forces were assem- 
bled ; that the march of Marshal Soult and of his three corps 
d'armee upon Placentia was dangerous, and, aboye all, useless — 
dangerous, because the other army might haye been beaten at 
Talayera without receiying &om him any assistance, so that l^e 
safety of all my armies in Spain was compromised — useless, be- 
cause the English had nothing to fear, for in three hours they 
might gain the opposite bank of the Tagus ; and whether they 
crossed the riyer at Talayera or Alamaraz, or at any other point, 
their line of operations on Badajos would haye been protected. 

That my best troops and the fate of Spain were therefore en- 
dangered through ignorance of the rules of war, and without a 
chance of obtaining a result eyen in case of success. 

** ThB battle of Talayera was fought on the 28t]i of Jidy.— Tr. 
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That at any rate, though the^great fimlt had heea oomiidti^ 
of dividing the anny into two pozti^ms of 50,000 men eaeh, sepa- 
rated bj moimtainB and by a large traot of country, neither ooipe 
ahonld have attacked the enemy except at the same time, or 
nearly at the same time, as the other. 

Now it was evident that Marshal Sonlt could not reaoh Pla- 
oentia before the 4th, as he was not so nnwise as to arrive without 
the 6th corps, which was at Astorga, and could not at soonest 
have reached Placentia till then ; but the other army of 50,000 
men might have manosuvred near Madrid, and have gained a few 
days before coming to an engagement. The English would oer- 
tahdy have run no risks if they had found our army in a good 
pontion. 

That, when at length Talavera was reached, it was well known 
that we were in presence of the English — ^it was known from 
the prisoners taken on the preceding days ; that it was therefore 
utterly absurd to attack without having reconnoitoed them ; that 
as they had rested their right on Talavera, where were the Span- 
iards — who, if they are worth nothing in the field, are neverthe- 
less good troops when they can entrench themselves behind houses 
— and their left on the table-land, it ought to have been ascer^ 
tained whether the table-land could not be turned; that this posi- 
timi of the enemy therefore required previous reconnoissanceSi 
and that my troops were led blindly as if to slaughter. 

That, when at last it was resolved to give battle, it was done 
without vigour, since, though our arms were disgraced, a reserve 
of 12,000 men did not even fire a shot; that a battle should never 
be risked unless the chances are 70 per cent, in favour of success; 
that, in fact, a battle ought always to be the last resource, as 
£rom the nature of things its result is always doubtful ; but that, 
when once a battle is resolved on, one must conquer or perish, 
and that the French eagle should never stoop to retreat till all 
have done their utmost. 

That this sort of generalship excites my displeasure the more, 
as I know that it was the Duke of Belluno's opinion that, if the 
reserve had been placed under his orders, he would have carried 
the English position. 
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^ Tliat, for 30,000 English to hftte defied saoh an army as mine, 
it was necessary that all these faults should haye been committed; 
but that as long as they continue to attack good troops, like the 
English, in good positions, without reconnoitring and ascertaining 
whether these positions can be carried, my men will be led on to 
destruction, and to no good purpose. 



[648.] Napoueon to Clarke. 

Solitobniiui, Aug; 88^ 1809. 

M. le G4n6ral Clarke, — ^Tou will find annexed a report from 
General Sebastiani, which the King has sent to me. 

As soon as I receive that of the Duke of Belluno, which he 
tells me is coming, I shall see whether it ought to be put into the 
' Moniteur.' 

In the despatch of the English General Wellesley you will see 
that we have lost 20 guns and three standards. Express to the King 
my surprise, and to General Jourdan my displeasure, at not being 
made acquainted with the real state of things, instead of receiving 
jfrom them schoolboys' stories ; I wish to know who were the artil- 
lery men who abandoned their guns and the infantry regiments 
that allowed them to be taken. In your letter to the King hint 
that I disapprove his order of the day ; that it tells the soldiers that 
they are conquerors ; that this is ruin to the troops ; that I am in 
want of correct information; that I wish to know the number 
of killed and wounded in each regiment, of guns and standards 
taken, &c. Say that in Spain affairs are undertaken without reflec- 
tion or knowledge of war ; and that on the day of action there is 
neither union, nor plan, nor decision. Write to General Sebas- 
tian! that the King has sent to me his report; that it is not the re- 
port of a soldier describing what has been and what is ; that it is 
full of nothing but fine speeches ; that I had rather that he had 
told me his real opinions, and had given an exact and fedthful ac- 
count of what happened. In short, I have a right to be told 
the truth ; it is necessary for the good of my subjects. Let 
every one know that it is wanting in respect towards the Govern- 
ment to attempt to hide from it &cts which it learns from the 
letters written to their friends by all ranks in the army, and that 
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[549.] NafOUEOH to nrjiw^ii, 

Bchdnbnmn, Ang. S9, 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^I see in the newspapers more news 
from Spain than I have received; it seems as if some of the 
King's oonriers had been intercepted. 

Write word to the Eling that, if he can spare Jiarahal Nej, 
he may send him to France, where he will be of use. 

[550.] NapOLBON to JofiKPB. 

Scfadnbnmn, Sept 8,1809. 

My Brother, — ^I have receiyed the letter which yon wrote to 
me on my birthday. I thank you for all yonr good wishes. 

[551.] Napoxjboh to CuuaoL 

Bcbdnbnmn, Sept 4, 1809. 

M. le General Clarke, — ^I haye seen the details which yon 
have inserted in the ^ Moniteor' on the affairs of Spain ; they are 
not sufficient ; this manner of bestowing information on the pub- 
lic will not counterbalance the long narratiyes of the English. 
liCtters from the different generals must therefore be put in, sup- 
pressing all that is intended only for the Goyemment ; for in- 
stance, there are some letters from the Duke of Dalmatia, the 
Duke of Treyiso, and General Sebastian! which would bear pub- 
lication. Ask the Duke of Belluno for the account which he 
ou^t to send me of his operations. You must also tell General 
Senarmont that he did not send a correct account of his artillery; 
that the English took more than he acknowledged ; that I approve 
of his putting what he likes into the newspapers, but that when 
he writes to me I must haye the truth. Desire t§tes-de-ponts, 
strong enough not to be carried by assault, to be constructed on 
the left bank of the Tagus. The information which I possess is 
not sufficiently precise, sufficiently clear, or sufficiently true to 
admit of my giying orders. Ask General Sebastiani for a return 
Vol. II. 
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of the losses in his corps, mmikr to the one sent by Ae Duke of 
Bellono. 



[652.] N.AFOiA>N TO Clabkx. 

BohSnbniim, B^ 7, 1809. 

M. le Q^n^ral Clarke, — ^I see, in a letter from G^eral Jonr- 
dan, that yon have written to him that nothing is to be attempted 
in Spain nntil February. I said that nothing was to be attempted 
until the heats were over. The heat is over at the end of Sep- 
tember. 

[ 553.] Napolbon to Glabke. 

Bcbdnbnmn, Bept 11. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — Write to Marshal Jourdan that I am 
surprised that, as the Duke of Treviso had reached the Tagus, 
the English were not pursued for four or five days, their stragglers 
taken, and as much harm done to them as possible. 

[554.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

Sehdnbnum, 8«pt 20, 1809. 

M. le G6n6ral Clarke, — Tell the King of Spain that I am 
sorry to see that the works on the Betiro are suspended; that it 
woi:dd have been good policy to have worked at these fortifications 
night and day for ten years ; that, if the works ahready planned 
are finished, he should trace out others to increase the outworks, 
and render it capable of sustaining a longer defence; that I 
should also hare liked the fortifications of Some Sierra to be gone 
on with without interruption, as they are required to protect the 
communication between Aranda and Burgos. 

Give to General Jourdan the permission, which he asks, to re- 
turn to France, and tell the King that I have appointed the Duke 
of Dalmatia chief of the staff, and General Delaborde to com- 
mand the 2nd corps. 

If the Prince of Ponte Corvo is in good health and inclined 
to serve, send him to Catalonia to command all the troops ; those 
at Barcelona and belonging to the corps of General St. Cyr, as 
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well as ihoee which are bedeging Oirooa. In this OMe you will 
recall the I>ake of Castiglione. Tell the King of Spain that, in 
appointing the Duke of Dalmatia ohief of the sta£f, my intention 
is that he should command all the marshals in the army of Spain, 
and that, if necessary, he should pat himself at the head of one 
or two corps, and proceed to manceuvre against the enemy. 

[655.] NAPOUKm to Clabkx. 

6cb5nbmiui, Got 8, 1809. 

M. le General Clarke, — ^Write to the King of Spain that a 
strong t^te-de-pont must be constructed and occupied on the left 
bank of the Tagus, and several bridges built so that we may 
manoenvre easily on both sides. Let the King know that my 
troops in Spain are in want of everything, because my generals 
have no power over the provinces, and the feebleness of the 
Spanish authorities enables the junta to obtain money through its 
agents ; that therefore the administration of the country must be 
put into the hands of the military commanders; that in the pres- 
ent season, which in Spain is the good season, he ought to prevent 
the enemy from approaching within several days' march of the 
Tagus, falling upon the first comer ; that this is likewise the way 
to obtain provisions, and to cut off the enemy's supplies in men 
and in subsistence ; that it is against all the rules of war to allow 
the enemy to place himself so as to divide the different corps, 
when our army holds such a place as Placencia ; that the enemy 
must not be allowed to approach within several marches of Alma- 
raz ; that the position occupied by the army is weak, bad, and 
can occasion only misfortunes ; that if, on the other hand, there 
were bridges across the Tagus, with good t^tes-de-ponts to secure 
a retreat, by scouring the country perpetually he would know 
what the enemy is about, prevent them from assembling their 
forces, and be able to collect his own when necessary ; that his 
present position is absurd and contrary to all military principles. 
Why, as soon as 7000 or 8000 men were bivouacking before 
Velvin de Monroy, were they not attacked and beaten ? Write 
to Generals Kellermann and Thi^bault, and to the general in 
command in Aragon, and tell them not to suffer themselves to be 
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betrayed by the Spaniards, and to set to work to supply the 
magazines, provide themselves with provisions, means of trans- 
port, and everything which the troops reqnire. 



[556.] Napoleon to Clabkb. 

Oct r, 1809.^ 

M. le O^n^ral Clarke, — Order a marching regiment to be 
formed at Bayonne, taken from the depdts of the 84th, 114th, 
115th, 116th, 117th, 118th, 119th and 120th. This regiment is 
to remain at Bayonne till it is well clothed and driUed, and its 
strength amounts to between 3000 and 4000 men. General 
HMouville will review it on the 1st of November, and will make 
me a report of its condition. 

You will review in Paris the two battalions from the Vistula 
and the 200 lancers ; you will forward all the men who can be 
spared from Sedan to these two corps, completing them to 1500 
infantry and 300 cavalry ; you will let me know on the 20th of 
October the state of these two corps, that I may settle their 
destination ; you will send towards Orleans the Irish battalion, 
and the other troops which you intend for Spain. 

After you have completed the six provisional regiments of 
dragoons up to 6000 men, collect in Paris all the rest that the 
depdts can furnish, and try to make the number 3000. You may 
form these 8000 men in two or three marching regiments, which 
will await at Tours, or in other places where there is abundant 
forage, the arrival of the provisional regiments which are to join 
them ; in this way I shall have nine provisional regiments of 
dragoons, composed of the 3rd and 4th squadrons, and forming a 
body of 9000 cavalry. 

I propose to assemble 80,000 infantry and 15,000 or 16,000 
cavalry by the beginning of December, and to enter Spain with 
these reinforcements. I conclude that the enemy will by that 
time have evacuated the island of Walcheren. I think that this 
corps of 100,000 men may be formed thus : — 

9000 men, consisting of the 26th, 66th, and 82nd, of a Han- 
overian battalion, and a battalion of the southern legion ; 6000 
men belonging to the 47th, 15th, 86th, and 76th ; 8000 men from 
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ihe 22nd of the line; 8000 mmi of the 9th battalions of the corps 
of the Duke of Abrantte and of the regiment of Berg ; 3000 
men of the marching regiment which is being formed at Stras* 
bonrg ; 3000 men of the marching regiment which is forming at 
Maestrich ; 14,000 men of the six provisional half-brigades be* 
longing to the army of the north ; 3000 of the marching regiment 
which is forming at Bajonne ; 19,000 famished by all the avail- 
able troops in the depdts of all the regiments in France, which 
will be directed on Bayonne, and incorporated in regiments be- 
longing to the army of Spain; 10,000 of my guard; altogether 
80,000 infantry, 4000 allied troops. As cavalry: 9000 dragoons 
of the nine provisional regiments ; 2000 from the dep6ts of chas- 
seurs and hussars whose regiments are in Spain; 1000 of the 
provisional regiment; 600 of the regiment of chasseurs from the 
grand duchy of Berg; 3400 from all the depdts of chasseurs and 
hussars in France, to be incorporated in the regiments of the army 
of Spain, including 100 men taken from the dep6t of the 13th 
re^ment of cuirassiers ; total, 16,000 cavalry, which, with the 
80,000 French infantry and the 4000 allies, will make the 
100,000 men whom I propose to have assembled between Bayonne 
and Orleans in the month of P3cember in order to enter Spain. 

I wish you to have a memorandum, based on these instructions, 
carefully drawn up in your office, in order to rectify my estimates ; 
and I also wish for a statement of the materials for a reserve of 
100,000 men, including no part of the army of Germany except 
ike corps of the Duke of Abrantes. 

[557.] Napoleon to Clabke. 

BchOnbrcBD, Oct 10, 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^I wish you to write to the Eling of 
Spain to impress upon him that nothing can be more contrary to 
the rules of war than to publish the strength of his army, either 
in orders of the day, in proclamations, or in the newspapers ; that 
when he has occasion to speak of his strength, he ought to render 
it formidable by exaggeration, doubling or trebling his numbers ; 
and that, on the other hand, when he mentions the strength of 
the enemy, he should diminish it by one-half or one-third ; that in 
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war moral foroe is eTerything ; that the King deviated from this 
principle when he said that he had only 40,000 men and the in- 
surgents 120,000 ; that to represent the French as few and the 
enemy as nnmerons, discourages us, and gives confidence to them ; 
that it is publishing his weakness throughout Spain. In short, to 
^ve moral force to the enemy is to take it from oneself; for men 
naturally believe that in the long run the small number will be 
beaten by the greater. The most experienced general finds it 
difficult on the field of battle to estimate the enemy's numbers, 
and the instinct of every one is to imagine them greater than 
they really are. But when a man is so imprudent as to allow sudi 
ideas to circulate generally, and to authorise exaggerated accounts 
of the enemy's strength, every colonel of cavalry who goes on a 
reconnaissance sees an army, and every captain of voltigeurs dis- 
covers battalions. I see, therefore, with regret, the bad influence 
which has been exercised over the spirit of my army of Spain by 
repeating that it opposes a force of 40,000 men against 120,000. 
The result of these announcements has been to lessen our reputa- 
tion in Europe, by making people believe that it rests on no 
foundation, and to give moral force to the enemy and weaken our 
own ; for, I say again, in war feeling and opinion are more than 
half of the reality. The art of great captains has always been to 
make their numbers appear very large to the enemy, and to per- 
suade their own troops of the enemy's great inferiority. This is 
the first time that a general has been known to depreciate his own 
resources and to exalt those of the enemy. The private soldier 
does not judge; but officers of sense, whose opinion is worth 
having, and who have knowledge and experience, pay little atten- 
tion to orders of the day or to proclamations. I trust that no 
more such blunders will be made, and that on no pretext what- 
ever orders of the day or proclamations will be made tending to 
make known the real strength of my armies. I desire that all 
means, direct and indirect, be taken to spread the highest opinion of 
our numbers. The French troops which I have in Spain are twice 
as good, three times as good, as regards steadiness, bravery, and 
even numbers, as those that I have in any other part of the world. 
When I conquered the Austrians at EokmOhl I was one to fivei 
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and yet my army fancied itself at least equal to the enemy ; and 
eren now, although we hare been so long in Germany, the enemy 
has no idea of our strength, and we try to make it out greater 
and greater every day. Far from owning that at Wagram I had 
ozJy 100,000 men,* I try to prove that I had 220,000. Con- 
stantly, in my Italian campaigns, when I had only a handful of 
men, I exaggerated their numbers ; this served my purpose with- 
out j^iminiftliiTig my glory. The skill of my operations, including 
that of eza^erating my strengthi was afterwards recognised by 
generals and intelligent officers. With paltry motives, petty 
vanities, and small passions, nothing great has ever been done. I 
hope, therefore, that faults so great and so mischievous will not 
be repeated in my army of Spain. 

* Thiers maintaans that the French army at Wagram amomited to between 
140,000 and 150,000 men.— Tr. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Thb letters oontained in this chapter extend from the 80ih of 
October to the 121st of December, 1809. 

During this period Napoleon was in Paris or in its neighbour- 
hood, employed in preparing and effecting his diTorce^ and in ar- 
ranging a second marriage. 



[558.] Napoleon to Clabke. 

FontalBebleaxt, Oet 80, 2809. 

M. le G^n6ral Clarke, — ^I have written to you three letters :* 
the first on the organisation of Loison's diyision, the second on 
that of Reynier's diyision, and the third on the organisation of the 
8th corps, or the corps of the Duke of Abrant^ ; and lastly, one 
on the formation of the 4th corps, or a third divisicm of reserre. 
I have supposed Loison's division to consist of 12,000 men; 
Reynier's of 20,000; the Duke of Abrant^s' corps of 50,000 or 
60,000; and the 3rd division of reserve to be completed to 
20,000. In the midst of the occupations which besiege me, I was 
forced to make these calculations very hastily. It is urgent that 
you should give orders in accordance with my letters; but if, on 
consideration, you think that means can be found to make this 
corps more numerous, you must suggest them to me. In Spain 
we must proceed step by step. The first thing wanted is a corps 
to proceed to the rear of the army. As it is now November, it 
would be impossible to collect all our resources, especially powder 
and artillery, before the beginning of January ; and in a peninsula 

* These letfcen do not appear. — Tb. 
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like Spain, interseeted by lofty mountaiiks, nothing em be at* 
tempted at that season. The reinforcements which I intend for 
Spain may therefore be sent in the following manner : first, the 
12,000 men of Loison's division — I hope that they will be able to 
enter Biscay before the 1st of December ; next Beynier's division, 
which will arrive, I hope, in the beginning of January ; the Duke 
of Abrant^s' corps in the beginning of February ; and lastly, the 
third division of reserve, which will enter Biscay towards the 
beginning of March. I wish your chief secretary to prepare his 
arrangements on this plan, and when he has finished his work, to 
bring it to me himself, that I may discuss with him the formation 
of the divisions and other details. Bat what I care about just 
now is, that you should not lose a moment in sending off Loison's 
division. 



[559.] Orders or Napoueok. 

FontaioebleAn, Oet 80, 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — ^I told you that I wished Loison's divi- 
sion, which will consist of 12,000 men, horse and foot, to enter 
Spain as soon as possible, and before the 1st of December. I 
told you that I wished Beynier's division, which will be composed 
of 15,000 infantry and 4000 cavalry, to be assembled at Bayonne 
towards the end of December. 

Lastly, I told you that I wished the 8th corps to be directed 
on Paris and Huninguen, and to arrive before the 30th of No- 
vember. 

The divisions of Loison and Beynier are to be incorporated 
successively into the regiments in Spain, as the corps of which 
they are composed belong already to the army of Spain ; but I 
must also tell you* « « . . respecting the organisation of the 8th 
corps, which I wish to enter Spain towards the end of January. 

This corps is to be commanded by the Duke of Abrant^s. 
The first division is to be composed of 4 battalions of the 22nd 
of the line, and of the 8 battalions at present with Rivaud's 
division, in the whole 12 battalions. The number of each of 

* Illegible.— Ed. 
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these battalions is to be filled up to 8^, by the inoorporatioii of 
what they have in the 6 proyisional half-brigades in the north. 
For instance, the 19th has 360 men in the 6th half-brigade, the 
25th 300, the 28th 400, the 36th 200, &c. 

I imagine that by the 1st of December I shall have part of 
these provisional half-brigades at my disposal I intend to with' 
draw as many as possible. The first division is therefore to be 
composed of 10,000 present nnder arms, forming 2 brigades. 

The 2nd division, commanded by General Lagrange, will be 
composed of 3 battalions of the 65th, one of the 46th, and of the 
8 battalions of the 8 regiments in Paris ; in the whole 12 battal« 
ions or 10,000 men» 

The 3rd and 4th divisions will be composed of all that the 
dep6ts in France are able to furnish on the 1st of December; if 
we estimate the numbers to which each of these divisions may be 
brought as 10,000, it is speaking within the mark. The Duke 
of Abrant^s will thus have a corps of about 40,000 men nnder 
his command. That it may be properly organised, I wi^ your 
chief secretary, who drew up the memorandum which you sent to 
me for the formation of a reserve of 100,000 men for Spain, to 
come to Fontainebleau. He will announce his arrival to M. 
Monnier, my cabinet secretary, bring with him as many returns 
as possible, and draw up the plans under my superintendence. 
Among the materials and information with which he ought to be 
provided, there must be returns of all the existing provisional 
half-brigades and marching regiments, of the available troops in 
the different dep6t8 in France, of all the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
battalions, and of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th companies of the 5th 
battalions. By working for a couple of hours with M. Monnier 
he will understand how I wish this to be done. 

I shall make your secretary draw up a scheme for the cavalry* 
I wish it to be composed of all the 2nd and 4th squadrons of the 
24 dragoon regiments ; and I think that I shall thus be able to 
collect 10,000 horse towards the 1st of December. They will 
bring the Duke of Abrantes' corps up to 50,000. Loison's divi- 
sion ought to amount to 12,000, Reynier's to nearly 20,000 : 
altogether, therefore, there will be an army of 85,000 men ready 
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to be sent to Spun. When we hare done with the 8th corp6» 
there remains the fomwtion of a third diyinon of reserre, to 
consist of 20,000 men, both horse and foot. This division should 
enter Spain at the beginning of March, and will complete the 
100,000 men who, I think, may be easily brought together there. 

[5G0.] Napoia>n to Gebtoull DijBAx. 

FontiOneblaMi, OetSl, 1809. 

H. le G^n^ral D^jean, — ^I hare received your two letters. I 
do not know what is meant by sending three ships to Barcelona : 
who gave the order ? Send me a copy of it. 

[561.] Napolbon 1!o Josbpb. 

Fontdnebleaa, Not. U, 1809. 

My Brother, — ^I send Tascher to you. We hear nothing of 
what goes on in Spain. Yet, how is it possible that with so large 
and so good an army, opposed to enemies so little formidable, so 
little progress should be made ? 

[ 562.] Ordsbs of Nafoubon. 

Ptfla, Not. 90, 1809. 

M. le G^n^ral Clarke, — Order General Loison to be at Bay- 
onne on the 28th of Noyember ; from thence he is to start on the 
29th, with the first brigade of his division, and repair to Yittoria. 
He is to collect there his 2nd brigade and all his cavalry. He 
will take the chief command of the three provinces of Biscay, and 
oorrespond directly with the King, but especially with you. I 
depend upon his occupying them by the 4th of December. Tou 
will give notice of this to the commandants of the provinces and 
of St. Sebastian, and you wiU desire them to obey General Loison 
in every respect. All the unembodied men in these provinces, all 
the detachments joining the garrisons of St. Sebastian, Bilbao, and 
Vittoria, in short, all the troops of every kind, who on any pre- 
text have retired into Biscay, are to be sent off immediately by 
General Loison to the interior of Spain, to join their respective 
regiments. 
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[ 563.] Nafolbov to Bkbtbosb. 

Paris, Not. iS, 1S09. 

Mj Cousin, — ^I bave just ordered that from and after the 1st 
of December yon are to have nothing more to do with the army 
of Germany, but that you are to keep up the correspondence of 
the army of Spain. From that time you are to undertake the 
duties of chief of its staff. Set about organising your staff and 
your offices. Send your baggage and that of your aides-de-camp 
to Bayonne. You will send me an account of the formation of a 
reserre for the army of Spain, to be composed of Loison's and 
Keynier's divisions, and of the 8th corps ; and of the execution 
of my dispositions for sending a reinforcement of 100,000 men to 
Spain, and of every detail relating to the artillery. Many of 
these corps have neither a general nor a staff. Obtain information 
on this subject. I think that you should send one of your aides- 
de-camp to Madrid to-morrow, to give notice all along the line of 
the present dispositions, and that you ought to have sent to you 
by express the returns from Navarre, Aragon, the three BiscaySy 
Burgos, Yalladolid, and Bayonne, in order that I may shortly 
resume the direction of the Spanish a&irs. 

[ 564.] Napouson to BEBTHmB. 

(Retnmmg a Report on Spain.) 

Paris, Dec. 9, 180^. 

Returned to the chief of the staff, to express to General 
Suchet my satisfaction at the good condition of his corps ; to im- 
press upon him the necessity of having a million of biscuits at 
Saragossa, to enable him to march on Valencia the day that I 
enter Spain,* and to prepare the^means necessary for besieging 
the town. The chief of the staff is to ask General Suchet for a 
plan of it, and to let him know that the 13th cuirassiers and the 
4th hussars are to be increased to 1500 men ; that before the 20th 
of December the 2nd cavalry regiment belonging to the army of 

* It appears from this letter and the previoiu one that Napoleon contem- 
plated retonung to Spain. — ^Ta.* 
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Spain will haye reached Saragossa, and reinforoed his eavalrj; 
that 1500 men of the Yistula regiment are at Yittoria on their 
way to Saragossa to reinforce his 3 Vistula regiments ; and that, 
in &ct, in the month of January detachments will be sent to his 
eorps id increase its numbers to 30,000 men present under arms. 



[565.] Napoleon TO Berthies. 

Paris, Deo. 9, 1809. 

My Consin, — Pray order without delay the 2nd marching 
cavalry regiment of the army of Spain, which will reach Bayonne 
on the 14th of December, to be forwarded from Bayonne through 
Tolosa and Pampeluna to Saragossa, where it is to be broken up 
and incorporated in the following manner : the detachments be- 
longing to the 4th hussars in that regiment, and those belonging 
to the cuirassiers in the 13th. You should desire the offioers and 
quartermaster-generals to return by post to their depute. By this 
means General Loison's cavalry will coDsist only of the 1st 
marching regiment and the regiment of Polish lancers^ I beg of 
you to let General Loison know that I am most anxious that all 
the troops in Biscay should be incorporated into either the bat- 
talion at Yittoria, or that of Bilbao, or the battalion of unem- 
bodied men at St. Sebastian, and that all other unembodied men 
join their own regiments, in order to inerease the companies, so 
that his may be the only corps in the three Biscays. You will 
teU him also that I wish him to send columns to pursue sharply 
the banditti in the environs of LogrofSo and Santo Domingo, on 
the frontiers of Navarre, and on the roads between Yittoria and 
Burgos ; that he is authorized to send expeditions of even 2060 
or 3000 men, and to direct them towards Navarre and Castile as 
far as 3 days' march from Biscay, in order to dissolve insurrec- 
tionary meetings, disarm the towns, and restore obedience ; that 
he must make the parts of Navarre and Castile which are nearest 
to Biscay sensible of his influence, of his authority, and of his 
presence at Yittoria. Simon's brigade belonging to Loison's 
division, 6000 strong, was to reach Yittoria on the 5th of Decem- 
ber 5 the 2nd brigade,' commanded by General Gratien, also 6000 
strong, ought to be there on the 8th. Write to the commandants 
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of St. Sebastbii and of the three Biflcaye to deebe them to aend 
all their troops back to their regiments. Beg General LoisoQ to 
send you a report on the condition of the three provinces, and on 
the way in which they are governed. Tell him that I depend 
upon his taking all the measures requisite for keeping the oonntrj 
quiet, and arresting ill-disposed persons ; that he must refer these 
measures to me ; that in other respects his division of 12,000 men 
ought to rest, drill, and perfect themselves. Let him know that 
he is not to dispose of the troops under his command without your 
order ; but that on an emergency he may act on his own judg* 
ment, but without leaving the provinces of Biscay ; in short, that 
he is not to venture f&rther into Spain. 

Let me know when the 1st brigade of (General Reynier's oorpa 
will be able to enter Spain. 



[ 566.] Napolbon to Bebthibr. 

Paris, Dm. 18^ 1609. 

My Cousin,-— I send you the last despatches from Spain. Ac^ 
knowledge the receipt to the King and to General Suohet* Inti- 
mate to the King that the colours taken by my troops at the ba^ 
ties* of Medellino, OcaSa, &c. &c., ought to be sent to France to 
be presented to me, and to adorn our public buildings. You wiU 
repeat this to the Duke of Dalmatia. Write also that the pris- 
oners must be sent to France, retaining the Qermans, Swiss, and 
French to serve in my army, but that no Spaniard must be em* 
ployed ; they are habitual traitors. 

Order the Irish who belong to Loison's division to repair to 
Burgos to join their regiments. 

[ 567.] Napoleon to Bsrthieb. 

Paris, Dmi H 1809. 

My Cousin, — I see by your letter of the 13th of December 
that the 2nd brigade of Keynier's division, under the command 
of General Valentin, and the 3rd brigade under General Lamar- 

* In the onginal, bataillons is isMirtod, by the error, probably, of the 
copyist, for bataiUee. — Tb. 
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tiBfttoe, hoA of yAkHx axe pteparing at Bayoane^ may be ready in 
the begmning e£ January. ^Order the Ist proyinoDal regiment 
of ehaasears to leave Saintes on the 18th to oontinne their maroh, 
and let me know when they reaoh Bayonne. They moat enter 
Spain immediately. 

Tbe 5th marehing regiment of horse, which is to reach Tonrs 
on the 14thy will leave it on the ICth^' and proceed on its way to 
Bayonne, in order to enter Spain as soon as possible. I approve 
of the 3rd, 4th, and dth marching regiments of the army of Spain 
proceeding to their destination as soon as they are ready. Tbe 
detachment of the 4th hussars which is in the 3rd marching regl" 
ment should be put into the 2nd, as the 2nd is intended for Ara 
gon, where the 4th hussars are. 

[ 568.] Kapou&on to Besthieb. 

Bee. 15, 1809.* 

My Oousin, — ^General Loison ought to have reached Vittoria 
on the 4th ; I am surprised that to-day, being the Idth, you have 
as yet no news of him. He was to occupy St. Sebastian and Bil<* 
bao^ and to send to the army of Spain the battalions of unembodied 
men and the marching battalions, with the exception of the bat- 
talion of the national guard which is to remain in Biscay. Write 
to the Puke of Dalmatia that I am anxious to see all the corps 
brou^t together ; that he is to order all the men belonging to the 
32nd, 15th, 66th, 26th, and 82nd to repair to the north, to Bene- 
vento, and to Valladolid to join General Loison's corps ; that all 
belonging to the 51st, 43rd, 5dth, 58th, 47th, and 12th of the 
line are to join their respective regiments at Madrid ; that the 
2nd corps is to be composed only of the 2 divisions under Gene- 
rals Merle and Heudelet, consisting, as at present, of the 2nd, 4thy 
17th, and 31st light troops, and the 15th, 36th, 47th, 70th, and 
86th of the line. Tell him that in General Loison's corps there 
are 6000 men belonging to the 2nd corps, and that an equal num- 
ber are on their way from France to complete these 9 regiments. 

• This letter was written on the day on which Napoleon and Josephine an- 
nounced to the imperial family their divorce.— -Tr. 
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Yoa will repeat to liiia that heiaiiot to tovdiGeiiefBlLaiflcniVi 
eofpe, of wbich I reeenre to mymHf the diqioeaL There ara 
many unembodied troops at Madrid, aaoh as the 10th marehiiig 
battalion and several detachments firom diflEierent corps, which he 
most order to join their regiments. 

You will let him know that I am going to order Gkneial Loi- 
son^s corps to occnpy Burgos ; this will set at liberty the 118th, 
with which I intend to reinforce Bonnet's diyision. To recapitu* 
late : you will give him orders that all men belonging to the 15th| 
d2nd, 26th, 66th, 82nd, 122nd, 120th, 119th, 118th, to the legion 
of the South, to the regiments of Westphalia, Prussia, and the 
guard of Paris, are to remain in the north to keep Castile quiet, 
restrain the Portuguese insurgents, and the enemy in Gallicia ; 
that all men belonging to the 6th corps are to remain near Sala- 
manca, where they are to be joined by all the troops of the 5th, 
Ist, and 4th corps, that they may be ready to receiye reinforce- 
ments on my arrival, and to finish at last the conquest of Spain* 
There is also a battalion of the 2nd light infantry, which must be 
sent to join its regiment, as well as many detachments from cav- 
alry regiments. 

[569.] ^APOUtOS TO JOBBPB. 

lYfamoii, Dea 17. 

Monsieur mon Fr^e,— I send your Majesty the * Moniteur,' • 
which will inform your Majesty of the step which I have thought 
it my duty to take. 

I received your Majesty's letter of the 4th of December by 
the aide-de-camp entrusted with it. 



[570.] NapoiaEON to Berthibb. 

Trianon, Dec 17, 1S09. 

My Cousin, — Send positive orders to Spain that in the news- 
papers and returns the Polish division is not to be called the 

* The Emperor is allndiog to his diyoroe firom the Empreis JoeBphina— • 
Ed. 
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'PoMA. diTiflion,* but that of the Orand-Buehy of Warsaw, and 
Hiat the German division is to be called not the Gennan diyiBion, 
hat the division of the Bhenish Confederation. 



[671.3 Napoueon to Clabkb. 

Trianon, Deo. 18, 1809. 

M. le Due de Fcltre, — ^I intend to countermand all the 
remonnts, in order to diminish my expenses. I have advised 
the Minister of War to direct upon Niort all the horses already 
on their way to Italy ; for I am no longer in want of horses there, 
and a thousand more in Spain will be of great use to me. 

I write this letter to ask you for a general report on the 
cavalry ; my expenditure is enormous, and I must think seriously 
of reforms. My army in its present state would devour three 
times the revenue of France. I want therefore, in the first place, 
to know the number of men, horses, and saddles in all my cavalry 
regiments on the 1st of December; and 2ndly, what are the 
reductions which must be made as to men and as to horses to 
bring the cost of these regiments within reasonable limits. A 
farther advantage of such a reduction will be that I shall be able 
to withdraw from the cavalry depots many conscripts, and put 
them at your disposal to form battalions of artillery-drivers for 
the army of Spain. 

All the budgets must be made on the footing of peace as 
regards Germany, and of war in respect of Spain. 

The men, horses, and harness of my cavalry are divided into 
two parts, one with the army, and the other in the depdts. 
Fourteen of my cuirassier and a great many of my chasseur and 
hussar regiments are in Germany. Whatever may be my peace 
establishment, my squadrons on service in Germany may be im- 
mediately reduced by getting rid of the dismounted invalid men 
and the unserviceable horses; but the important thing is to 
reform my dep6ts, that I may not leave in France a useless horse, 
and that next year I may save much on forage. I intend, 

* Alexander had just extorted from Napoleon on engagement that tiie 
wad Pole afaonld not be used oflElciall7 in Fraaoe.-— Tb. 
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therefore, that there shall not be more than 50 horsee on an 
average for each regiment in the depdts of my regiments in 
Germany. Supposing there to be 30 depdts, this will make only 
1500 horses to be fed in France for my army of Glermany. 
At most, there ought to be in the dep6ts twice as many men as 
horses. 

After the caralry of Germany, comes that of Italy. I have 
regiments of horse in my army of Illyria, and likewise in my 
army of Italy. I wish my cavalry depdts in the Alps to be, 
generally speaking, on a higher footing than those in the interior, 
and my squadrons to be more numerous in Italy on account of 
the di£Glculty of obtaining remounts ; but I do not choose to pay 
dearer for forage in Italy and Piedmont than elsewhere. There 
is abundant forage in Italy ; it can therefore be only an abuse to 
charge so highly for it. I shall authorize the prefects to procure 
it at the rate of 18 sous or a franc at most, and even to levy it by 
requisition, if necessary. 

I am inclined to place in Normandy the four depdts of my 
cuirassiers in Piedmont ; they will be nearer their remounts, and, 
besides, I am always in want of cavalry and other resources on 
the coast. 

I have 25 dragoon regiments in Spain ; I do not intend them 
to have more than from 25 to 50 horses apiece in their depdts in 
France. The same with respect to the 12 regiments of chasseurs 
and hussars which are in Spain ; and as in that army the horse's 
keep is not at my expense, it ought in general to be proposed to 
me to send thither all the available horses in the depdts; in 
Spain they will be of use, yet cost me nothing, and my finances 
will, in consequence, be much relieved. 

I have 80 cavalry regiments, therefore 80 depdts, which, at 
the rate of 40 horses, one with the other, will not make more 
than between 3000 and 4000 horses to feed ; the whole amount 
of forage will thus be reduced from 15 millions to less than 4 
millions for the year 1810, a great and important saving. 

I believe that I have added a 9th company to all my regi- 
ments of dragoons and of light horse. I think that next year 
these 9th companies had better be suppressed, for four squadrons 
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will be upon a peace eBtabliahment, and the Tegiments in the 
army of Spain are so fnll that three Bquadrons apiece will be 
quite enough. I think that the 5th squadron in the cuirassiers 
should also be reduced, which will bring us back entirely to a 
peace establishment. 

Send to me therefore a report on the additions which the war 
has made unavoidable, a general return of the state of my caralry 
as respects men, horses, and harness, and, lastly, the draft of a 
decree which may cany out the views which I have indicated to 
you. 



[572.] Napoleon to Bebthike. 

TrUmoD, Dec. 19, 1809. 

My Cousin, — I see by your letters of the 18th that you allow 
the 1st brigade of the 1st division of my guard, under the orders 
of Gteneral Boguet at Tours, to remain there only on the 28rd 
and 24th ; let it stay at Poitiers on the 27th and 28th. The 2nd 
brigade may rest on the 27th and 28th at Ohitellerault ; I wish 
to give it an additional halt. Order quarters for this division to 
be prepared at Bourdeaux, that it may stay there at least a week, 
in order to recover itself completely. Write to General Reynier 
that, as soon as he enters Biscay, he is to set about destroying 
the parties of insurgents. Let General Loison know that I am 
sorry that he has left so few troops about St. Sebastian, and that 
he has taken no measures for getting rid of the gangs of banditti 
which are there. 



[573.] Obdeb of Napoleon. 

060119,1809. 

M. le Buc le Feltre, — Express to the Buke of Oastiglione my 
satisfaction at the capture of Gerona, and my regret that my 
troops were not long ago placed under his command. 

Tell me what is the state of his health, and whether he is fit 
for active service. Let your messenger be an officer who will 
report to you on the state of the army, and bring back informa- 
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tion aboat eyerything of interest to me in the oeimtry. Direot 
the Marshal to proceed to Barcelona to raise the blockade, sup- 
ply the town with provisions, and exercise a general influence. 

It is of great consequence to take Fort Hostalrich, in order 
to ensure a safe conununioation between France and Barcelona. 



[574.] NAFOiiEOir to Bebthzes. 

TriaDon, Dea 90, 1809. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to Gkneral Suchet that he does not pay 
sufficient attention to the banditti in Navarre ; that I am sorry to 
see that he has allowed them to take Tudela ; and that, although 
they only momentarily occupied the town, it was a great mis- 
fortune, and that such a post as Tudela ought not to have been 
in danger of an attack. 

[575.] Napoueon to Bebthieb. 

Trianon, Deo. 21, 1809. 

My Oousin, — ^Among the prisoners taken at the battle of 
Ocafia there are some officers who were included in the armis- 
tice, and who, since then, have served against the King. Order 
them to be arrested at Bayonne. Desire the Duke of Dalmatia 
to send such offenders to Bayonne, in order that severe justice 
may be executed upon them. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from the 11th of 
January to the 26th of December, 1810. Napoleon passed the 
whole of this year in the French empire. 

He met Maria Louisa at Compiegne on the 27th of March, 
and married her at St. Cloud on the 1st of April. 

On the Ist of July he annexed Holland to France. 

These were the principal events of the year. 



[576.] Napoleox to Bebthxeb. 

Pftrli,jMi.l1,18ia 

My Cousin, — ^I sent to you by one of my pages this morning 
a despatch containing orders for the moyement of various troops 
in my armies in Spain. 

I have thought proper to make the following changes : — 
Provinces of Yalladolid and Leon. — General Loison is allowed 
to fix his head-K][uarters at Benevento or at Astorga. The prin- 
cipal object of his division is to hold in check all the troops in 
Oallicia, and to bring into order and defend the whole kingdom 
of Leon. His division will be composed according to my former 
orders, except that General Feret, who is already at Leon, is to 
command one of the brigades. In this position General Loison 
will rest his right on General Bonnet, and his left on the Duke 
of Elchingen, who is at Salamanca. Communicate these dispo- 
sitions to the Duke of Elchingen. General Kellermann is to 
retain the command of the province of YalliMiolid, Write to 
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G-eneral Kellermasn for information as to the amonnt of artillery 
belonging to F^ret's brigade, wHich is at Leon, and repeat the 
requisite orders for providing General Loison with eight or ten 
pieces of cannon. 

Navarre and Biscay. — General Montmarie is to command the 
brigade of Reynier's division which is intended to enter Navarre, 
and the other brigade, which is in Biscay, is to be commanded 
by General Lamartinidre. The brigade intended for Navarre, 
instead of being directed on LogroHo and Tadela, will be assem- 
bled at Pampeluna, and General Montmarie, who is energetic, 
and who will be under the orders of General Dagout, will com- 
mand the province and take all necessary measures for the 
destruction of the bands of insurgents. By this means Suchet,. 
having no longer anything to do with Navarre, may withdraw all 
his troops thence to strengthen himself All the detachments 
from the regiments of the Vistula, all those of the 14th and 44th 
regiments, and all others which are at Navarre belonging to 
General Suchet's corps, will receive orders to jom their corps in 
Aragon. 

ProviQce of Santander. — Desire General Eeynier to send 
General Valentin to occupy Frias and Pont-di-Lara, and to send 
you constantly the correspondence of General Bonnet. Ton 
will express to General Bonnet my approval of all that he has 
done during the past year. You will let him know that I am 
sending the 118th and the 122nd to reinforce him ; that General 
Loison is on his way to Astorga with 12,000 men ; that I leave 
General Bonnet at liberty either to enter the Astuiias or to 
undertake the expedition on Gallicia in concert with Gfflieral 
Loison ; that I wish to know what he thinks about this 63q>e- 
dition ; that perhaps at this season the snow is an obstacle ; but 
that, if he can enter from his side, it may be useful to attack 
Gallicia by the coast, while General Loison threatens it from 
Astorga, for, after all, it is better to carry the alarm home to the 
enemy than to allow him to make a diversion and take the offen- 
sive. Tell General Bonnet that he has the fullest powers to take 
all proper measures for obtaining the money and clothes which 
he wants in order to put my troops into the best condition possible. 
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I also wish him to provide for theur pay. Santander is a rich 
province ; it oaght not to be difficult to obtain from it a million. 
I only stipulate that all be done according to rule and without 
any kind of peculation.* 

Aragon and Catalonia. — ^You will let General Suchet know 
that he must have 500,000 rations of biscuit in Saragossa, and 
100,000 in Alcaniz ; that he must also collect a reserve of car- 
tridges and other ammunition at Alcaniz ; that I wish to know 
whether he prefers to lay siege to Lerida or to march on Tortosa; 
that I estimate his corps, when joined by all its detachments, at 
16,000 in&ntry and 2,000 cavalry ; that I wish him to hold him- 
self ready to go to the assistance of Barcelona, and to promote 
iStke arrival there of the 7th corps, which is advancing under the 
command of the Duke of Castiglione ; that he must put himself 
as soon as possible in conmiunication with the Duke of Castiglione, 
who has just obtained great successes, and is in possession of 
Gerona and of the greater part of Catalonia. Send to General 
Suchet a copy of the last return which you have of the 7th corps. 
Let him know that he ought to supply his troops abundantly 
with all that they want — clothing, shoes, cloth, &c., as well as 
pay ; that Aragon is rich enough to afford large resources, and 
my expenses are becoming so considerable that I shall in future 
find a difficulty in providing for them all. 

Old Castile. — I wrote to you that Solignac was to command 
a French division of from 8000 to 9000 men. Send him word 
that, as soon as Gratien's division reaches Burgos, he is to collect 
together the German division and forward it to Segovia, where it 
will be under the orders of the King. Let the King know that 
I think that he had better reorganize this division, and let it 
garrison Madrid or else Segovia, and keep quiet all the environs. 

8th corps and Biscay. — General Reynier will continue to hold 
his head-quarters at Yittoria, to hasten the formation of his three 
brigades, and to direct all the movements necessary for restrain- 

* That is to say, tliat all that was taken from the Spaniards was to be 
acconnted for to the French authorities. No limit whatever is set to the 
amount which General Bonnet might take. But he was not to keep, or allow 
olihers to keep, any portion of it unaccounted for. — Ta. 
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ing the inaurgents in Nayaire and Biscay, and keeping up the 
oommunications with Santander, through Frias, with Burgos, 
Tudela, and Pampeluna, between Tudela and Burgos, &c. You 
will give notice that I propose to assemble the whole of the 8th 
corps at LogroHo. For this purpose General Lagrange, with the 
Ist brigade of his division, will enter Spain on the 14th, and 
proceed straight to Logrofio. The commissary-general and the 
chief of the staff will repair thither as soon as possible. The 
commander-in-chief and all the staff will be there on the 8th of 
February. Every order shall be given to enable the divisions 
formerly belonging to Rivaud and Lagrange to reach Logrolio 
with the utmost expedition, as well as the commissariat and the 
artillery ; this mak^s between 16,000 and 17,000 men who are 
to be at Logrofio in the first ten days of February. The 10th 
provisional baggage battalion will leave Pau for Logrolio on the 
21st. On passing through Bayonne it will take charge of clothing 
and biscuit for the 8th corps. Order General Lagrange and the 
chief of the staff to have 200,000 rations of biscuit made at 
Logrono. Order General Reynier to complete the supply of 
biscuit at Yittoria to 500,000 rations. Give the same order with 
respect to St. Sebastian and Burgos. Let the supply of biscuit 
at Madrid be completed to 1,200,000 rations* The cavalry of 
the 8th corps is composed of the 1st brigade, which includes the 
Ist, 2nd, and 3rd provisional regiments formed out of the 8rd 
and 4th squadrons belonging to the regiments of the division of 
Latour-Maubourg ; and of the 3rd brigade, which includes the 
6th and 7th provisional regiments composed of the 8 squadrons 
belonging to Milhaud's division. That will make therefore 20 
squadrons, able to furnish more than 5000 men present under 
arms. Of the 5 dragoon brigades there remain 2 to dispose of — 
the 2nd and the 4th. You will order the 2nd and 4th brigades, 
as soon as they reach Bayonne, to continue their march, and fooih 
to proceed to Burgos. 

' Sundry orders. — Desire the battalion of Neufch&tel, and aU 
the troops at Bayonne belonging to head-quarters and to the first 
battalion of drivers, to leave Bayonne for Yittoria, where they 
will wait for further orders, taking with them 180,000 pairs of 
shoes. 
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The company of gaides, the horses of the staff, and half of 
mine,* Tnll leave Bayonne under the escort of the battalion of 
Neufchitel. Order all the lancers to be sent from Bayonne. 
Repeat the order to Gknerals Loison, Reynier, and Sachet, to 
forward to Madrid all the Polish lancers whom they have under 
their orders. Desire the 11th baggage battalion to start for 
Bayonne as soon as possible. Immediately on the arriyal at 
Bayonne of the in£uitry belonging to the gendarmerie of the army 
of Spain, make it cross the frontier and proceed toward Yittoria. 
The Duke of Abrantds' 3rd diyision, composed of 4 marching 
raiments and 12 auxiliary battalions, is not to moye without 
farther orders from you. 

Let me know what will be the situation of these corps on the 
let of February, as well as that of the 20 squadrons of gendarmes 
and the rear-guard division which I ordered to be assembled at 
Orlean& Will it be brought together at Orleans by the 1st 
February ? Besides the 4 marching regiments of in&ntry, the 
12 auxiliary battalions, the 20 squadrons of gendarmes, the 3 
divisions of the guard, and the rear-guard which is preparing at 
Orleans, I have ordered the formation of several marching regi- 
ments of cavalry. Send me a return of these corps, mentioning 
their strength and their position. Write to the chief of the 
staff in Spain to repeat all the orders he has already given for 
assembling the corps and collecting the detachments of infantry 
and cavalry, as well as artillery, and even the baggage and train 
battalions ; for dispersion produces nothing but disorder. 

f 677.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Paris, Jan. 20, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Tell General Buquet that as soon as the 16 first 
squadrons of gendarmes, which are placed between Bourdeaux 
and St Benoit, have each more than 150 men present under 
arms, I propose that he should distribute them in the following 
manner : — The 1st at Iran, the 2nd at Ernani, th6 3rd at Tolosa, 

» This order that one half of his own horses should be sent to Spain shows 
tibAt Napoleon had resolTed to go there himself. — ^Tb. 
Vol. n.— 5 
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the 4th between Tolosa and Yittoria, the 5ih at Yittoria, the 6th 
at Miranda, the 7th at Briviesca, the 8th at Burgos, the 9th at 
Lerma, the 10th at Aranda, the 11th between Aranda and Somo 
Sierra, the 12th at Somo Sierra, the 13th at Bnjtrago, the 14th 
at Gabecillas, the 15th at Aloorendas, and the 16th at Madrid. 
The other 4 sqnadrons of gendarmes will be formed into a reserve 
to reinforce the line wherever they may be wanted, or to remam 
at Madrid, where I wish to hare 6 available squadrons. As soon 
as the first 6 squadrons are ready to start, you will desnre Ckncral 
Buquet to distribute them between Bayonne and Miranda, and to 
push them on in sucoession towards Madrid as fast as the others 
are ready to replace them. 

You will inform the Buke of Balmatia of these dispositions^ 
and of the strength of these squadrons, which, as they will 
amount to 4000 men and 1600 horses, will be able to maintain 
perfect security all along the line from France to Madrid. You 
will also let him know that I wish the line of communication 
between Bayonne and Madrid to pass through Somo Sierra, as 
it is the shortest road, and the least exposed to attack from 
Portugal. You will order 300 infantry, with 3 or 4 peces of 
cannon, to be always placed at Somo Sierra, and carry on the 
works of the redoubt which I ordered to be raised there, in order 
to prevent this communication with Madrid from ever being in- 
tercepted, so that, even if the enemy should penetrate as far as 
Salamanca, Yalladolid, and the Guadarrama, he may yet be hr 
from cutting off our passage by Somo Sierra. 

You will ask the Duke of Dalmatia to give you a plan en- 
abling the captains of gendarmes to see to the safety of the road 
for 10 leagues on the right and on the left. For this purpose it 
will be necessary to have considerable magazines and establish- 
ments at Aranda and Burgos. The troops must take their 
bread at Burgos, Aranda, and Buytr9.go. This will be in future 
the line of operations of the army of Spain, Aragon being subdued. 
That by Yalladolid-may be interrupted at any time from Por- 
tugal. Let General H^douville know these arrangements, that 
he may inform you when the first companies of gendarmes under 
his command will be ready to move. 
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[578.] N^POUBOK TO Bbrtbier. 

Paris, Jan. 20, 18ia 

My Oousin, — Put an extract into the ' Monitenr ' from 
General Loison's despatch of the Ist of Janoarj, in which he 
-relates the destruction of the insurgents. You will remark on 
the importance of the services thus rendered by General Loison. 
Write to the King of Spain that, out of the 1,500,000 francs 
which General Loison has levied by contribution, 400,000 shoujd 
be assigned to the artillery, and 400,000 to the engineers. Let 
my minister of war in Paris know this. 

Tou will insert in the ^ Moniteur ' an extract from General 
Solignac's letter of the 5th of January, announcing the defeat of 
Ciibichas, and a narrative of the whole of Milhaud's expedition, 
when he destroyed the bands of Empecinado. Take care that 
in thesg insertions neither the word '^ Pole " nor the word 
" German " be used. 

You will extract from General Suchet's correspondence a 
history of his late successes in Aragon, of the capture of Yenasco, 
of the engagements of Alfara, and of his march upon Terruel 
and Mora, after General Musnier's actions with the garrison of 
Tortosa in the neighbourhood of Alcaniz and Balca. 

[579.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Paris, Jan. 20, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Lagrange, who will reach 
LogroHo on the 25th February with part of his division, that he 
ought to make incursions to the distance of five or six days' 
march from Logrofio, to attack the banditti, destroy them, and 
keep the communications open for 40 miles Tound, in concert 
with the commandants of Navarre, the Biscays, Burgos, and 
Aragon ; that he should form moveable columns, and make use of 
the time during which his division remains there to pacify and 
disarm the country. 

Write the same thing to General Solignac. The dragoons 
who will reach Burgos on the ,* added to the troops in 

• Elegible.— Ed. 
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the proTinoes of Yalladolid, Santander, and Bilbao, will enable 
him to porsae the banditti to a distance of five or six marchoSy 
rout them, and deliver the country from them. 



[580.] Napoleon to Bsbthdeb. 

Parifl, Jan. 20, ISloL 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Avril that I am much sur- 
prised at his not having marched with all his forces to destroy 
the enemy when he heard that they had re-appeared at Frias, 
and even in the neighbourhood of Orduna. At Orduna itself 
there were 515 men of the 26th of the line whom he ought to 
have put in motion. 

Tell General Reynier to order his troops to march upon Frias, 
and to clear the whole country as soon as possible ; to levy con- 
tributions, as General Loison has done, and to deposit them pro- 
visionally in the hands of a French paymaster. 

[ 581.] Napoleon to the Motibteb of War. 

Jan. 20, 1610. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — Desire the Duke of Castiglione to 
express to General Souham my satisfaction with the manner in 
which he conducted the assault and capture of Olot. You will 
let me know the proposals which he makes for rewarding and 
promoting his officers. 

Urge the Duke of Castiglione to put his troops in motion,* in 
order to raise the blockade of Barcelona and re-provision it, and 
to lay siege to Hostalrich, that in future there may be no ob- 
stacles in the way of his communications. 

Put into the ' Moniteur ' an account of General Souham's 
expedition to Olot, Campredon, Ribas, &c., and of the services 

* The words of the original are, " pour faire le blocns de Barcelone, et 
pourvoir k son r^tablissexnent.'' They are obviously corrupt. Barcelona was 
then in the hands of the French, and blockaded by the Spaniards. Probably 
the word '^ faire" ought to be read "lever," and the word " r^tablissenoient " 
ought to be ** ravitaUlement," and the translation then will be, as I have made 
it, ** in order to raise the blockade of Barcelona and xe-provision it," — ^Tb, 
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i^dered by the Poke of Oastiglione in direoting this importuii 
operation. 



1 582.3 Napoucoh to Bkbtbixb. 

Jul », 18ia 

My OoxLsin, — My orders relating to the disposition of the 
gendarmes' squadrons are to be executed in the following man- 
ner: — ^Tlie 1st squadron is not to be at Imn^ the 2nd at Er- 
nani, &c. &c. As soon as the first six squadrons are ready, they 
are to be placed thus : — The 1st at Miranda, the 2nd at Y ittoria, 
the 3rd between Yittoria and Tolosa, the 4th at Tolosa, the 5th 
at Emani, and the 6th at Irnn. When the 7th is fit for service, 
it most proceed to Irnn, and the 1st to Briviesca, and so on in 
succession as the other squadrons are ready to start. Order all 
these changes to be made. 



[583.] Napoleon TO Bebthikb. 

Paris, Jul 2T, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order Gleneral Digeon to repair to Madrid to 
take the command of the 1st brigade of the 4th division of 
dragoons, which is with the 2nd corps. Desire General Fouler 
to proceed likewise to Madrid, to take the command of the 4th 
brigade of the 3rd division of dragoons of the 4th corps. Write 
to General Solignac that General Loison did right in raising 
contributions to the amount of 1,500,000 reals,* but that this 
money must be paid into the military chest, to supply the wants 
of the army. Write to the same effect to Generals Loison and 
Beynier. I approve of all the French and foreigners, who were 
taken with General Bupont, returning to France. They must 
be distributed among the different dep6ts, clothing and arms 
given to them, and they will Recover heart and French feelings. 

* So in the originaL But it appears from the letter of the 20th Jannaiy 
tiiat the contiibQtion was 1,500,000 francs, which is more than four times as 
much. — ^Tb. 
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[584.] Napoleoit to Bmohieb, 

Paris, Jan. 27, 1810. 

Mj Cousin, — Send back the King^s aide-de-camp (Clermont 
Tonnerre) to Spain, with a^ letter which you will write to the 
King. Do not send him nntil you haye received my orders. 

[585.3 Napoleon to Berthibb. 

Paris, Jan. 28. 18ia 

My Cousin. — ^Let the King of Spain know that my finances 
are getting into disorder; that I cannot meet the enormous cost 
of Spain ; that it is become absolutely necessary that the funds 
required to keep up the artillery, the engineers, the administra- 
tion, the hospitals, surgeons, and administrators of every descrip- 
tion, should be furnished by Spain, as well as half the pay of the 
army; that no one is bound to do what is impossible; that the 
King ought to feed the army of Spain : that all I can do is to 
give two millions a month towards its pay; that, if all this cannot 
be done, there is but one course left, that is to administer the 
provinces for the benefit of France, seeing that the state of my 
finances will not allow me to continue to make such great sacri- 
fices. You will acquaint the intendant-gen^ral and the com- 
manding officer of engineers with this state of affairs. 

[586.] NAPOiiEoir to Bbbihiss. 

Jan. 81, 1810L 

My Cousin, — ^Despatch the King of Spain's aide-de-camp, and 
let him carry the following instructions : — 

1. When marching on Seville and Cadiz, care must be taken 
to be provided with all materials necessary for siege operations; 
for if the enemy is aware that the means for bombarding and 
mining are wanting, it will increase his resistance. 

2. It must be foreseen that the English may make a diversion 
by marching upon Talavera. The 5th corps, which is composed 
of our best troops, should therefore be left to oppose them ; and 
all the small bodies whose duty it is to keep up the communi- 
cation with Madrid should be put under the orders of the com-* 
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mmder of the Sth ooips, that he maj be able to assemble them, 
and check the English. This corps might proceed to Alcan- 
tara, and even to the frontier of Portugal, to find out what the 
English are about, and to correspond with the Duke of Elch- 
ingen. 

3. If the English should not make their diversion by a march 
upon Madrid, they may move on Salamanca; in this case the 
6th corps should be reinfinrced by Loison's diviuon, by the Sth 
corps, and by 1200 cavalry, which would make any serious 
operation in the plain impossible. 

4. If the corps opposed to the English is not sufficiently 
strong; if the detachments between Sierra Morena and Madrid 
are not under the same command ; if the English can hope to 
make an aggressive movement; Cadiz will 'be encouraged to 
resist. The least retrograde movement on the part of one of the 
corps belonging to the Andalusian expedition would be contraiy 
to all military principles, give spirit to the insurgents, and 
discourage the French army. Only the necessary troops must 
therefore be sent to Andalusia, since a diversion on the part of 
the English must be foreseen. 

5. His Majesty was not satisfied with the' plans which I sub- 
mitted to him ; there is a want of strength in the arrangements. 
The English alone are to be feared in Spain, the rest are mere 
p&rtisans, who can never keep the field. 

The communication between Lisbon and Seville is rapid. If 
an insufficient corps is left upon the Tagus, the success of the 
operation will be endangered.* 



[587.] Napoleon to Berthikb. 

Paris, Feb. 8, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send an officer with the annexed decree to 
the King of Spain and to Marshal Soult, to whom he will 

• This is the first time that the Emperor gives any advice on the Anda- 
lusian expedition, although the reports of his minister, to whom Marshal 
Sonlt had given every detail, had informed hiTn of the dispositions made at 
Madrid for the approaching campaign. — ^Ed. 
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deliver your letter.* All orders must be issaed in accordance 
with this decree. I can no longer stand the enormous expense 
of my army of Spain. I- intend the administration of the 
conquered provinces to. be in future in the hands of the military 
commandants, in order that all their resources may be applied 
to the maintenance of the army. In fixture I shall be able to 
send only two millions a-month to pay the troops which sur- 
round Madrid, and which form the nucleus of the army. You 
will take care that possession is not taken of the new govern- 
ment of Navarre till General Dufour arrives there with his 
division. 

[ 588.] Napoleon to Berthiek. 

Paris, Feb. 8, ISlOl 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the general commanding in Aragon 
that he is to employ the revenue of the province, and, if neces- 
sary, even levy extraordinary contributions, for the pay and 
support of his army ; that France can no longer supply all these 
demands. You will see in my decree that I intrust Greneral 
Dufour with the government of Navarre. Give similar instruc- 
tions to him. There are enough troops in Biscay. Write to 
Generals Thiebault, Bonnet, and Kellermann, and to the Duke 
of Elchingen, that the provinces which they occupy afford 
resources sufficient for the maintenance of their troops; that 
they must not trust to the French treasury, which is exhausted 
by the immense sums which it is constantly obliged to send out; 
that Spain swallows up a prodigious amount of specie, and thus 

* Bj this decree, often referred to as <^ the Decree of thq 8th of Febmaiy/* 
the provinces of — 

1. Catalonia, 

2. Aragon, 
8. Navarre, 

4. Biscay, 

5. Burgos, 

6. Yalladolid, Plaoencia, and Toros, ^ 

l^rere erected into six governments under the absolute control, civil 88 well 
as military, of six French generals, who correi^onded with Napoleon and 
were virtually independent of Joseph. — Tr. 
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unpoyeriBhes France. Lei the Bake of Balmatia's ude-de-camp 

take your letters. Yon will write at the same time to General 
Sachet to desire him to attack with one of his divisions, and 
press yigorooslj, Mcqninensa ; at the same time he is to continue 
to threaten Valencia, and to maintain the tranqaillitj of Aragon. 
Tell him that Dufonr's diyision, 7000 or 8000 strong, will reach 
Navarre towards the end of February, and that Montmarie's 
brigade, which is composed of detachments belonging to these 

corps, is about to proceed to Saragossa. 

• 

[589.] NAFOLfioir to Brbthieb 

Paris, Feb. 8, 18ia 

My Cousin,— rOrder the brigade of dragoons, composed of 
the 4th and 5th provisional regiments, under the command of 
General Gardanne, which has reached Burgos, to repair to 
Yalladolid, where it is to be broken up, and the squadrons 
belonging ta the 3rd, 6th, lOth^ and 11th dragoons are to rejoin 
their corps, which will raise the numbers of General Keller- 
mann's division to nearly 4000. Order the 11th provisional 
regiment of dragoons, which is at Y ittoria, to proceed to Madrid, 
whence it will be sent to the 2nd corps and dissolved. Thus 
the 13th and 22nd dragoons will each have their four squadrons. 
As by this means the 11th, 12th, 4th, and 5ih provisional 
regiments, will be broken up, there will remain only eight 
regiments, amounting to more than 6000 men, who will form 
part of the 8th corps. Desire the Duke of Abrant^s to occupy 
the plain with this body of cavalry, to establish magazines, and 
to pursue the banditti. Ask him if it would be possible to raise 
a couple of millions from the province of Burgos to supply the 
wants of his army. 

[590.] Napou»it to Bbbthieb. 

Paris, Feb. 18, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Order Valentin's brigade to be broken up as 
Boon as it has been replaced at Bilbao ; and all the detachments 
of this brigade belonging to the 32nd and 6th light troops, and 
to the 76th of the line, to join the 6th corps, to be incorporated 

Vol. IL— fi* 
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in their reqieotiye re^^ents, and all belonging to the llSih, 
119th, and 120th, to repair to Santander ; General Valentin ia 
himself to follow these three r^iments^ and to be under the 
command of General Bonnet. Montmarie's brigade :— As soon 
as this brigade has been replaced by Gkneral Dofour, yon will 
order General Montmarie to assemble it at Tndela, and thence 
repair to Saragossa, where General Snohet will incorporate the 
detachments of which it is composed into their respective regi- 
ments in the 3rd corps. Lamartini^re's brigade : — Order all the 
men in this brigade belonging to the 3d coxps to proceed to 
Saragossa, and the remainder to Burgos, whence it will supply 
garrisons to keep order in the province ; it should send strong 
detachments towards Frias to keep up the communication with 
Santander. Dufour's division : — Order this division to be com- 
posed of only the 1st and 2d marching regiments ; the 4th march- 
ing regiment is to continue its progress to Salamanca, where it 
will be incorporated into the 6th corps (with the exception of the 
detachments of the 43rd and 55th, which are to garrison the 
citadel of Burgos till further orders), and the 3rd foot marching 
regiment of this division is to be broken up at Tolosa, and to be 
thus disposed of : The 700 men belonging to the 4th Swiss regi- 
ment, and the 30 men of the 3rd, will proceed to Yalladolid, 
uoder the orders of General Kellermann, which will complete the 
numbers of the Swiss battalions in his division to 2000. All 
troops belonging to the Hanoverian legion are to join the 6th 
corps. All belonging to the Irish battalions are to join the 8th 
corps. All belonging to the legion of the Vistula and to the 
Polish regiments will repair to Saragossa to be embodied in the 
legion of the Vistula. 8th corps : — Order all the men in the 
8th corps who belong to the 14th and 121st regiments to proceed 
to join these regiments at Saragossa ; all those of the 122nd to 
join Bonnet's division ; and all belonging to the 15th light in- 
fantry to join the 6th corps. In consequence of tliese dispo- 
sitions, Lagrange's division will in future be divided into only 
two brigades ; Bonnet's division will receive an addition of more 
than 2000 men ; and the 3rd corps of more than 4000. Order 
the Duke of Abrant6s to carry his head-quarters to Valladolid^ 
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to ooUeet all bis troops there, to oconpy the kiiigdom of Leon, 
BeneyeiitOy and the frostier of Gallicia with small detaohed posts 
of cavalry, in order to enable Loison's division to fall back upon 
Salamanca ,* to keep np a constant communication with the 6th 
corps, and to snbdne the whole plain. Kellermann's division : — 
Order Kellermann's division of dragoons, that is to say, the 3rd, 
6th, 10th and 11th regiments, as soon as they are completed by 
the 4th and 5th provisional regiments, which will carry their 
numbers to 3400, to march towards Salamanca, where they will 
be mider the orders of the Dnke of Elchingen, who commands 
the 6th corps. When yon inform the Dnke of Abrant^s that 
Kellermann's division forms part of the 6th corps, yon will direct 
him to send bis cavalry to occupy the posts which were held by 
General Kellermann. 6th corps : — You will write to the Dnke 
of Elchingen that, in consequence of the arrival of the Duke of 
Abrant^s at Madrid, and the occupation by him of the kingdom 
of Leon and the frontier of Gallicia, the Duke of Elchingen 
ou^t to desire Loison's division to join him ; that with the ad- 
ditions which his corps has received in cavalry, and, lastly, by 
his junction with Kellermann's division, he must have at least 
between 6000 and 7000 cavalry ; that Loison's division will in- 
crease his numbers to more than 36,000; that besides these, 
the Dnke of Abrant^s, with another corps of 30,000 men, is on 
his rear, ready to support him ; that he must not lose a moment 
in fining the passes from Portugal with strong patrols of cavalry, 
in order to find out what is going on, alarm the English, and pre- 
vent them from coming south ; that he may spread in Portugal 
the news of the Emperor's arrival with 80,000 men ; that he 
shonld occupy the summit of the pass which separates the Por- 
tuguese frontier from Ciudad Bodrigo, and place strong detach- 
ments round the town. Confer with General Lariboissi^re as to 
the possibility of sending 1000 horses, laden with siege materials, 
from Burgos to Yalladolid, and thence to Salamanca. Let a 
return of the 6th corps be drawn up for me, including the addi- 
tions which I have ordered it to receive. Bonnet's division : — 
I<et General Bonnet know that he is to take possession of the 
Astnrias, and be under the command of the Duke of Abrantds, 
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who occnpieB the kingdom of Leon and the frontiers of Ghiilioia ; 
that his principal business is to threaten Oallicia perpetually 
through the Asturias, find employment for enemies' troops there, 
and prevent their marching elsewhere. Gendarmes : — ^Write to 
General Bnqnet that the four first squadrons of gendarmes which 
enter Spain are to be placed in the three Biscays ; that the next 
four are to occupy Navarre ; that he is to place them in such a 
manner as to keep perfect order in the Biscays and in Navarre ; 
that he is to send in a report on this matter ; that I wish the 
other squadrons to be posted in Aragon, on the left of the Ebro,. 
to secure the communications between Jaca, Yenasco, and the 
frontiers of France; lastly, that no squadron is to go beyond 
Miranda or the Ebro without my order, except it be to a distance 
of only two or three marches to pursue banditti or escort con- 
voys. 3rd corps : — Tell General Suchet that, since the Ist of 
January, his corps has been increased by more than one half, and 
his cavalry has been more than doubled ; that I expect him to 
send moveable columns all over Aragon, to endeavour to put him* 
self into communication with the 7th corps, and before the Isi 
of March to invest Mequinenza and Lerida, and push on both 
sieges vigorously. Let him know that I intend to send gendarmes^ 
both horse and foot, to bring into order all the portion of Aragon 
which is between the Ebro and the Pyrenees, and that I wish him 
to send me a proposal for the details. 

SUMMAHT. 

In consequence of the dispositions contained in this letter^ 
Reynier's division is broken up ; Montmarie's brigade becomes 
part of the 3rd corps : Valentin's brigade is sent, half to the 6th 
corps, and half to Bonnet's division ; and Lamartinicre^s brigade 
is to repair for the present to Burgos. I intend to send it farther 
as soon as the six auxiliary battalions arrive. 

The six auxiliary battalions are to continue to march towards 
Yittoria. Communicate these dispositions to the King and to the 
Duke of Dalmatia. Send to them copies of all the orders issued 
since the 1st of January, in order that, if any of the expresses 
should have been losfc, they may have the duplicates.. 
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[591.] Napoixon to Bebthibb. 

PftH^ Fob. IIV 1810. 

My Cousm, — 1 do not approre of changes being made in the 
organization of the gendarme squadrons. Thej will set off as 
soon as they are complete or nearly so. The first foor squadrons 
will proceed to Biscay, and the four next to Navarre. I wish 
them to enter Spain on the 1st of March. Desire the Duke of 
Abrantds to take with him the first provisional battalion of the 
field equipages. By this means the Duke of Abrantds will have 
140 carriages belcmging to the 10th battalion, and 140 belonging 
to the 2nd provisional battalion, altogether 280 carriages. Denre 
lum to put them into a good condition, to establish a good system, 
and to keep them loaded with Inscuit, which he will procure either 
from Bayonne or from Burgos. He will thus be ready for any 
undertaking. Hasten the departure of the 11th battalion of field 
equipages for Bayonne, and let me know when it arrives there. 
Write to General Hedouville to keep at Bayonne the 51,000 
pairs of shoes which were left there by the Ist battalion of field 
equipages. They will supply the troops which pass through. 

[ 592.] Nafolbon to Berthier. 

Paria, Feb. 17, 1810L 

My Cousin, — ^Let General Suchet know that I reiterate my 
order that he lay siege to Lerida and Mequinenza, and employ the 
rest of his troops on the frontier of the kingdom of Valencia ; 
that I am especially anxious to finish with Catalonia. Tell him 
that the Duke of Castiglione has reached Barcelona, and that he 
is to try to put himself into communication with him. Give 
notice to General Suchet that, if he should receive from Madrid 
any orders contrary to mine, he is to consider that they have not 
reached him, particularly in administrative matters. 

[593.] Napoueoon to Bebthieb. 

PariB, Feb. 19, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Desire the 1000 artillery horses which will 
reach Bayonne on the 28th, and the 370 which will arrive on the 
24th — ^making nearly 1400 horses— to proceed to Saragossa, 
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where they will he at the aemee of General Suohet for the cdege 
of Lerida. They will draw the powder and eyeiy thing that is 
required for the siege, taking care to carry firom Bayonne only 
sach things as cannot he procured at Pampeluna or at Saragossa. 
Order all the detachments of the 3000 horses which are coming 
firom Germany to he filled up with mules on passing through 
Poitiers. Desire General Larihoissi^re to send an artillery 
officer to superintend the operation. Write to inform General 
Suchet of this, and tell .him that after the capture of Lerida he 
may make use of these horses for Tortosa and Valencia ; that ho 
must invest Lerida hetween the Ist and the 8th of March ; that 
the Duke of Castiglione has received notice to put himself into 
communication with him. 



[594.] Bbbthieb to Gbnzbals Thouybnot and Dufoub. 

BambouUlet, Feb. SS, 1810. 

I have sent to you the Emperor^s order, appointing you 
governor of the province of . . ., which has heen placed in 
a state of siege. Placing this province in a state of siege gives 
you full power, hoth military and civil, and you will in future 
correspond directly only with me. Tour relations with the staff 
of the army of Spain are concerned only with the movement of 
troops and other purely military arrangements. As I have 
already informed you, all the resources of the province must he 
devoted to the pay, the food, and the clothing of the troopS| 
taking, of course, proper precautions that every thing be done 
regularly and economically. 

[595.] Bebthieb to Suchet. 

BamboQillet, Feb. 28, 18ia 

I repeat to you, M. le Comte, the order to take possession of 
Lerida and Mequinenza, and to put yourself in communication 
with the Duke of Castiglione. The Emperor wishes that Aragon, 
which is placed in a state of siege, should communicate as little 
as possible with Madrid. Placing this province in a state of siege 
gives to you absolute authority, and it is your duty to employ all 



its lesouces to tind fiay, the food, and tke oloihmg of jour aim j. 
If the King) as commander-in-chief of the armiea of Spain, 
fihonld give yon any orders affecting your administration, then 
and then only you will dechure that, as Aragon has heen placed in 
a state of siege, your army receives its orders only from the Em- 
peror. Yon mnst feel, M. le Comte, that this declaration is to 
be made only in a case of absolute necessity : his Majesty relies 
on your prudence, on your devotion to his person, and on your 
attachment to the French empire. Tou must be aware that 
some portions of Aragon may have to be included within the 
new frontier of France. This communication, M. le Comte, iti 
between you and me alone. 

[596.3 J08BPH TO QtTEioff Juus. 

GordoYft, April 18. 

My dear Friend, — M. Deslandes will explain to you my posi- 
tion, and will tell you how necessary it is that it should end, and 
that I should know what are the real feelings of the Emperor 
towards me. As far as I can judge from the facts, they are un- 
favorable, and yet I cannot account for them. What does he 
want with Spain and with me ? Let him once announce to me 
his will, and I should be no longer placed between what I appear 
to be and what I really am, in a country in which unresisting 
provinces are given up to the discretion of the generals, who tax 
them as they like, and are ordered not to attend to me. If the 
Emperor wishes to disgust me with Spain, I wish for nothing 
but to retire immediately. I am satisfied with having twice 
tried the experiment of being a king ; I do not wish to continue 
it. I wish either to * buy an estate in France, flEu: from Paris, 
and to live there quietly, or to be treated as a king and a 
brother. 

If the Emperor has been irritated against me by mischief- 
makers, by the persons who calumniated me to the Spanish 
people (and thus indeed did me good when I became known), 
and if you cannot make him see the truth, I repeat that I must 
retire. 

I beg you, therefore, to prepare for me the means of living in- 
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dependentlj in retirement, and of being jiurt to those who serra 
me well. 

I embrace you and Zenude and Charlotte. 

[697.] Napoleon to Bkethdeii. 

Paris, Feb. 88, 1810. 

My Cousin, — I return General Thouvenot's letters to you. 
Tell him in answer that it would be as yet premature to send for 
hostages ; that he should govern the country with a steady hand, 
and make use of the resources which it affords for the maintenance 
of the troops ; that four squadrons of gendarmes must have ar- 
rived ; that he is to post them, and to make them do duty as in 
France ; that six auxiliary battalions, amounting at least to 3000 
men, ought to have arrived; that 3000 marines, armed with 
muskets, and commanded by Colonel Baste, will reach St. Sebas* 
tian in the beginning of March ; that a division of my guard, 
6000 strong, is at LogroHo, and that, on an emergency, he may 
put them in requisition ; that 6000 of the rear-guard, under the 
command of General S^ras, are on their way ; and that General 
D of our has entered Navarre with a division of 6000 men ; that, 
therefore, he cannot be in want of troops, and that he ought not 
to be uneasy ; that he must be prepared to find that the measures 
which he has taken are not agreeable to the King's ministers, but 
that this must not prevent his carrying them out, and that he' is 
to allege that he has orders from me. Let him know also that 
the American merchandise should be sent to Bayonne, where it 
will be sold more easily. Tell him likewise that the crews of the 
American ships ought not to be treated as prisoners. 



[ 598. ] Napolsok i^ 'BEteraaoL, 

Paris, liansh 8, 1810. 

My Cousin,— Order General Lamartini^re's brigade, 5000 
strong, to repair to Yalladolid, where it will be under the orders 
of General Kellermann, who will unite it to the Swiss regiment, 
and to the other detachments under his command ; he will thus 
have between 7000 and 8000 infantry. Desire him to support 
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General Bonnet, and to keep Castile quiet ; the Duke of Abnmt^B 
will thus be free to proceed in any direction without uneasiness 
as to his rear. Order the six auxiliary battalions to continue 
their march from Yittoria to Burgos, and appoint a brigadier- 
general who is on the spot to command them. These battalions 
are to be drilled and exercised, and at the same time maintain 
order and security in the Castiles ; they will oommunioate with 
Santander, and proceed whitliersoever their presence may be re- 
quired. General S^ras with the vanguard will continue his 
march, and proceed to Biscay. By this means General Thou- 
Tenot will hskve at his disposal a good division of infantry, the 
43rd and 44th battalions of the flotilla, and four squadrons of 
gendarmes — more than enough to make the country perfectly 
safe. You will inform the Duke of Abrantds of these movements, 
that he may dispose of the troops in case of emergency. 



[599.] Nafoi;bon to Bebthzeb. 

March 6, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Repeat the order that all colonial merchandise 
seized in American ships in the ports of St. Sebastian, Bilbao, 
Santander, and others, be sent to Bayonne for sale. The mcmey 
thus obtained is to be paid into a special fund, and an account 
kept of it. I send you an answer to a question proposed by 
Greneral Thouvenpt. Tell him that the money must be paid into 
the custom-house fund at Bayonne, and that, xmtil that has been 
done, the goods must not be delivered. 

[ 600. ] Napoleon to CiiASKs. 

March 12» 1810. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — Send this despatch to the chief of the 
staff. He will answer to the Duke of Abrant^s that the funds 
necessary for supplying all the wants of his army must Be raised 
by the duke in the provinces of Yalladolid and Burgos, and that 
they must be paid into his paymaster's chest. 
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[601.] Napolbok to Bebtheeb. 

PariB, M«rcb 18, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the Duke of Abrant^s that General 
Kellermann is to receive all his orders from him. General Gar- 
danne is to join the corps of Marshal Ney, who will giro him em- 
ployment in his cavalry. General Marancin, who is at present at 
Yalladolid, will be employed in the corps of the Duke of Abrant^s. 

[602.] Napoi^eoit to Berthieb. 

ParlA, March IS, 1810. 

My Consin, — Express to General Bonnet my satisfaction at 
his conduct in the actions against the insurgents in the Asturias 
on the 14th and 15th of February. Desire the Minister of Ma- 
rine Affairs to send from Bayonne ^ome brigs or other small ships 
to carry off from Gijon the prisoners and any others who may be 
in General Bonnet's way. Write to the Duke of Abrant6s that 
he must attack Astorga immediately, in order to support General 
Bonnet in the Asturias, establish a communication with him, and 
strike terror into Gallicia. 



[^608.] Napoleon to Berthier. 

Fari8» March 18» 1810. 

My Cousin, — Write to the Duke of Abrant^s that he must 
levy contributions on the provinces of old Castile, Yalladolid, 
and Leon, sufficient to pay his troops. Desire the Duke of El- 
chingen to do the same thing in the provinces which he occupies, 
and to arrange with the Duke of Abrant^s the limits of the prov- 
inces from which they respectively are to raise contributions. 
Give the same order to General Bonnet, that there may be no 
arrears in the pay of his troop& Tell General H^ouville to let 
me know the state of his funds at Bayonne, and what sums he 
has sent .to Spain up to the 1st of April; desire him to send no 
more to Navarre, Aragon, Biscay, Santander, Old Castile, or to 
the 6th corps. I wish, for my decisions, to know what money 
there is at Bayonne available for Spain. You must see the Min- 
ister of the Public Exchequer, and ask him what can be spared 
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for Spain in the monihfl of Maroh and April| and do nothing till 
yon have let me know the result. 



[604.] Naboubon to Besthier. 

Compidgne, April 9, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Buquet to distrlbate the twenty 
eqnadrons of gendarmes in the following manner : — ^Fonr in 
Biscay ; four in Navarre ; six in the portion of Aragon which is 
between France and the Ebro ; so that all the valleys which lead 
into France may be watched, and that these gendarmes may be 
in communication with those of France ; and six in the province 
of Santander, so that the communication between Yittoria, Bil- 
bao, and Santander may be always open. Total twenty squad- 
rons. 

My object in establishing this service is, that the provinces of 
Biscay and Navarre, the portion of Aragon which lies between 
the Ebro and France, and the province of Santander, may be 
reduced to perfect order and under a regular police. The six 
squadrons in the province of Santander will keep order round 
Miranda, Briviesca, and as far as Burgos. Write to General 
Suchet that I do not wish him to keep a single gendarme squad- 
ron at Saragossa. Let him keep them in cantonments in all the 
Aragonese valleys between the Ebro and France. 

[605.] Napoleon to Berthzkr. 

Gompiegno, April 9, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Abb6 to repair to Saragossa, 
where he will be employed in the 6th corps. I approve of 
General Marancin's being employed in the 5th corps. Desire the 
horses which are wanted for the king's remounts to be sent 
to Spain. Order the 1st company of the 12th battalion of field- 
equipages, containing thirty-six ambulance carriages, to repair to 
Valladolid. Order the 2nd brigade of the rear-guard of the 
army of Spain, commanded by General Brenier, which will reach 
Bayonne on the 18th of this month, to continue its march to- 
wards Vittoria, where it will be at the disposal of General Seras. 
Desire the Duke of Elchingen to break up the first provisional 
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regiment of ohaseeim, and to despatoh the difierent detacbments 
out of which it was composed to their respectiye raiments. 
Write to the Duke of Elchingen that the province of Ayila 
ought to be included in his command, ai^d to siq^plj provisions to 
his army. Order 250,000 rations of biscuit from Burgos, and an 
equal quantity from Yalladolid, to be sent to Salamanca, and 
placed there at the disposal of the Duke of Elchingen. 



[606.] IicpERiAii Dbcbkbb. 

Compidgne, AprU 17, 1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of Italy, and Pro- 
tector of the Confederation of the Rhine, — 

We have decreed and do decree as follows : — 

Art. 1. An army is formed under the name of the Army of 
Portugal It will be composed of the 2d, 6th, and 8th corps, 
of the army of Spain ; they will preserve their present organisa- 
tion. 

Art. 2. The accounts of this army will be separate from those 
of the army of Spain, dating from the 1st of May ; it will have 
a chief of the staff, an intendant gSniralf a general in command 
of the cavalry, another to command the artillery, and a third, 
commanding the engineers. 

Art. 3. Our Ministers of War, of the Administration of War, 
of the Public Exchequer, and the Chief of our Staff, are in- 
trusted with the execution of this decree, which will not be 
printed. 

Marshal the Duke of Bivoli, Prince of Essling, is appointed 
commander-in-chief of the army of Portugal, created by our 
decree of the 17th of April, 1810. 

[607.] Napoleon to Clabks. 

Compidgno, April 17, 1810. 

Monsieur le Due de Feltre, — ^Write to the Duke of Casti- 
glione that the plains between Lerida and Villa Franca are very 
fruitful, that General Suchet lost nothing in his retreat from Va- 
lencia, and that ho has always beaten every thing before him. I 
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presume that by this time the Ihike of Oastiglione has taken Tar- 
ngooa, and that he is in communication with the army of Aragon. 



[608.] Napoueok to Bebthher. 

Compile, April 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — I send you back M. Pennine's report. The 
King of Spain is to have no voice as to the confiscation and dis- 
posal of the British goods in Andalusia. He is only the com- 
mander of my army. All the English goods, all the money 
owing to the English on any grounds whatever, are to be paid 
into the treasury of the army. It is not with Spanish troops 
that the King is conqueriug Spain. I do not understand this 
constant refusal to use the means of payipg the army. 

[609.] Napoleon to Berthxeb. 

Compi^a, April ir, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Write to General Snchet that I am extremely 
displeased at his baying marched upon Valencia, instead of 
marchiog, as I desired him, upon Lerida. Tou will also express 
to him my displeasure that he was not before Lerida in the be- 
ginning of March. Although his artillery was not to arrive till 
the 20th of April, he ought to have taken up his position in front 
of Lerida, and to have sent forward strong detachments to open 
a communication with the army of Catalonia. He ought to 
have left a strong division to watch Valencia, hold the country in 
check, and look out for the enemy's movements by sea. General 
Sachet went, in spite of my orders, to Valencia ; he returned 
without sufficient cause, and risked his troops. Instead of per- 
forming' his appointed task, he left inactive the fine army with 
which I intrusted him. His conduct has in no way answered my 
expectations. The Duke of Castiglione must have been much 
surprised, when he marched upon Villa Franca on the 20th of 
March, to find no troops to support his right flank. It is essen- 
tial that General Suchet should repair his blunders. 



118 DOBBBim. 



[6ld.] Kapoi^eok to Culbks. 

Gompfdgne, April 22, 1810. 

Monsieur le Due de Feltre, — I wrote to you a few days ago to 
order the Polish light-horse to proceed to Spain. I wish you 
to give them counter-orders. It will be enough for the general 
in command of the guard to choose, from among the men most 
fit for active service, a sufficient number to complete the two 
squadrons of the regiments in Spain to four hundred men. 

I told you to send the division of the Guard under General 
Dnmoutier's command to Spain. Send immediately counter- 
orders to the brigade of fusileers, and stop it at Angers, or 
wherever it may be. Let General Dumoutier continue his march 
with the rest of his division. Order the brigade of conscripts 
which is at Paris to march from thence and replace the fusileers 
in the division of General Dumoutier. This division, reinforced 
by 6000 conscripts, will proceed to Spain. Give strict orders 
that these troops be marched carefully, without fatiguing them. 
The brigade of fusileers will remain at Angers, and the old guard 
at Paris. 

The detachment of fusileers which is at Bayonne will remain 
there to garrison the castle of Marrac. Let me know what is 
the general dep6t of cavalry which appears in your return as 
being in Paris. 

[611.] Nafolxon to BEBxmsB. 

Compi^gne, April 20, 181(1 

My Cousin, — General Dorsenne is ordered to Burgos to take 
the command of my guard, composed of Boguet's division, con- 
sisting of two regiments of fusileers and tirailleurs, and of Du- 
moutier's division, consisting also of two regiments of fusileers- 
and tirailleurs, which is under orders to march from Angers to 
Burgos. Each of these divisions is 6000 men strong, and has 
eight heavy guns. 

Twelve pieces of light artillery will join Dumoutier 's division 
a^ it passes through Bourdeaux, making altogether twenty-eight 
pieces. I have ordered to Bayonne the Berg lancors and the 
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Polish light-horBe, which, joined to the two regiments of ohassenn, 
the dragooDB, and the heavy horse, will make up the oavalry to 
2500 men. I have ordered General Lepio to take the command 
of this cayaby. You will order General Dorsenne to correspond 
with you and to receive orders only from yoo. He will occupy 
Burgos and Aranda, and keep up the communication with San- 
tander, Yittoria, and San DomiDgo. You will give him the chief 
command in the province of Burgos. I have added to my guard 
a corps of marines, commanded hy General Baste, and a corps of 
marine-artificers, which will make this corps amoxmt to 16,000 or 
17,000 men. You will instruct General Borsenne that, if the 
English march against the Buke of Rivoli, he is authorised to 
move to his assistance ; but that, except in that case, his business 
is to keep quiet the country along the Bouro, and as far as San- 
tander, and to employ columns to protect the communications with 
Navarre and Yalladolid. You will order him to be at Burgos on 
the 12th of May, to have always 500,000 rations of biscuit ready 
to move with the guard, to improve the fortifications of Burgos, 
to put the whole country in a state of defence, and to keep it 
quiet. You will join the battalion of Neufch^tel and the com- 
pany of guides to my guard. I have ordered the 3rd, 4th, and 
7th provisional demi-brigades and the infantry regiment of the 
Grand Buchy of Berg to proceed under the orders of a brigadier- 
general to Bayonne, and from thence to Yittoria. You will let 
me know the day of their arrival that I may give them further 
orders. 

[ 612. ] Napoleon to BEBxmEB. 

Compidgne, April 28, 1810. 

My Cousin, — I send you back the whole correspondence with 
Spain; extract from it articles for the 'Moniteur,' which you 
will show to me to-morrow at St. Quentin before you send them 
to the press. Under the title " Siege of Cadiz " you may insert 
the journal of the siege from the beginning until now, suppressing 
any objectionable matter. Under t^e title of ^^ Baily accounts of 
skirmishes and unimportant affairs which have occurred in diffex^ 
ent parts of Spain," you will insert a short narrative of the ao- 
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tionsof Malaga and Ronda, of the smaller landings of the Eng- 
lish, of the little affair of General Foy, of Greneral St. Croix's 
reconnaissance in the North, of the affairs of General Bonnet ; 
printing the notes which we have of them. The officers who 
have distingaished themselves should be named, for, although the 
actions were of little importance, thej risked their lives in them. 
Besides, all this will throw light on the afEiairs of Spain. 

[ 618. ] Napoleoit to Berthisb. 

Berg-op-Zoom^ May 9, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Let the King of Spain and the Duke of Dal- 
matia know that, if the armies of La Romana and of the other 
insurgent generals obtain recruits, the reason is twofold : 1st, the 
creation of a Spanish army into which the peasants fear that they 
shall be pressed, and therefore leave their homes ; and 2ndly, the 
errors committed in the treatment of the prisoners taken at 
Ocafia and elsewhere. 



[614.] Napoleon to Bertsieb. 

Lille, May 28, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Write to General Suchet that I approve highly 
of his exchanging Spaniards for French ; that I give him carte- 
blanche, provided that he does not allow himself to be cheated, 
and that the exchanges take place simultaneously. 



[615.] Napoleon to BEBrmEB. 

May 27, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send a staff-of&cer to General Suchet with 
orders to destroy Lerida, employing the powder which he found 
there to blow up the fortifications in such a manner as to render 
it impossible for them to be rebuilt. He will keep only a citadel 
or fort commanding the town, in which 500 or 600 men may hold 
out for a long time. This citadel must be furnished with arms 
and provisions for six months. I shall wait till a report is 
sent to me before I decide on the preservation of the existing 
eitadel or fort. All the rest of the stores will be sent to Franoe by 
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the shortest road. I conclude that General Snohet has com* 
menced the siege of Mequinenza, and that I shall soon hear of 
its having been taken. After doing this he will march upon 
Tortosa, take the place, and write to Marshal Macdonald, who, 
at the same time, will march on Tarragona. 

Tou will order General Suchet to levy a contribution of 
several millions on the town of Lerida, to enable him to pay his 
troops in full. 

Lerida is capable of paying a war-tax of 12 million reals.* 



[6I6.3 Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Uaj 2T, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Write to the Duke of Dalmatia that Lerida 
and Hostalrich are taken ; that by this time Mequinenza is no 
doubt also taken ; and that I have ordered General Suchet to 
march upon Tortosa, and Marshal Macdonald to take Tarragona; 
that, when these two places are captured. General Suchet may, 
with a corps of 30,000 men and the necessary siege materials, 
march upon Valencia, and reduce it ; that General Suchet's oper- 
ation was premature, and could only occasion the loss of our men; 
that the siege of Ciudad Bodrigo may cause a battle ; that there- 
fore General Reynier with the 2nd corps should proceed towards 
Abrant^s, under the orders of the Prince of Essling, to manoeuvre 
on the right bank of the Tagus ; that the 1st, 4th, and 5th corps 
and Dessolles' division are more than enough for the South ; that 
the 5th corps should move towards Portugal on the side of 
Badajoz ; that the Emperor cannot understand what is meant by 
arming all the towns in Spain, and how it is that experience has 
not shown the danger of putting arms into the hands of a people 
who have always made such a bad use of them ; that such policy 
is madness ; that it is equally inconceivable that no contributions 
should be raised in the country occupied by the army, in order to 
pay and to feed it. 

* About 120,000i— Tb. 
Vol. n.— 6 
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[617.] Nafolxon to Besthieb. 

Dieppe, May VI, 18101 

My Cottsin, — ^Write to the King of Spain that it grieyeB me 
to see him arming the Spaniards to suoh an extent; its only 
effect is to increase their resistance, and to spill the blood of the 
French soldiers. It is difficult to understand this obstinacy in a 
false system after having been so repeatedly deceived. 

Write to the Prince of Essling that it appears from the 
English newspapers that the English army consists of only 23,000 
English and Germans, and 22,000 Portuguese ; that therefore, if 
the English attempt to interfere with the siege of Ciudad Eodrigo, 
he has more than enough troops to beat them ; that he should 
march on that town with the 6th and 8th corps ; that he should 
leave with General Kellermann 2000 dragoons and from 3000 to 
4000 infantry belonging to the 8th corps, so that General Keller- 
mann, with these troops, the auxiliary battalion, and his own, 
will have a body of about 10,000 men, infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery, which is enough to keep up the communication ; that 
he, the Prince of Essling, with the 6th and the remainder of the 
8th corps, making altogether more than 50,000 men, ought to 
take Ciudad Bodrigo, and to beat the English if they advance. 

Order General Beynier to approach Alcantara with the 2nd 
corps to manoeuvre on the right of the Tagus with the Prince of 
Essling, under whose orders he is. 

Write to the King of Spain that, as the English alone are to 
be feared, he should put General Reynier, with the 2nd corps, 
under the orders of the Prince of Essling, to march upon Alcan- 
tara and manoeuvre on the right of the Tagus ; that the 1st, 4th, 
and 5th corps and Dessolles' division are more than enough for 
Andalusia ; that this will assist the Prince of Essling to prevent 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo from being raised, to take the place, 
and to fulfil my intentions, 

Tou will also write to the King of Spain that he is to give 
no orders to the army of Aragon ; and that he (ftight to combine 
his operations with judgment, in order to finish this business once 
for alL 
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[618.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Havre, Maj 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Beille, my aide-de-camp, to 
repair to Pampeluna, where he ia to undertake the command of 
the whole of Navarre, with the title of Governor. You will 
give him instructions sinular to those formerly given to General 
Dufour. 

You will order General Dufour to proceed without delay to 
Seville, where the Duke of Dalmatia will employ him in a division 
on active service. 

You will let General Beille know that, besides the troops 
akeady in Navarre, others are about to repair thither ; that 
General Dorsenne may even furnish him with a few battalions of 
my guard, relying on his prudence to give them suitable employ- 
ment, and not to compromise the honour of the corps. 



[619.] Kapousoh to Bkbthieb. 

Hayre, May 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send word to the Prince of Essling that, ac- 
cording to the English accounts, the army of General Wellington 
consists only of 24,000 men, English and Germans, and that the 
Portuguese have only 25,000 ; but that I do not choose to enter 
Lisbon at present, because I should not be able to feed the town, 
the immense population of which obtain their provisions by sea ; 
that the sununer must be spent in taking Ciudad Bodrigo, and 
afterwards Almeida ; that the campaign must be managed, not 
by unconnected expeditions, but methodically ; that the English 
general, as he has less than 3000 horse, may wait for the attack 
in a country where cavalry is useless, but will never offer battle 
in a plain. 

The 3 infantry divifflons of the 6th corps alone amount to 
24,000 men. The 8th corps is to consist of two divisions, thus 
composed : — 1st, Clausel's division as it stands, with the addition 
of the battalion of the 46th which is with Lagrange's division ; 
this will bring it to 8500 men. 2ndly, Solignac's division with 
the 65th, which will raise it to 9000. Total of the 8th corps. 
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17,500 men. These 5 divisions will therefore amount to more 
than 40,000 men. The battalions of the 2nd, 4th, and 12th light 
troops, the 32nd and 58th of the line, under the orders of Briga- 
diers Corsin and Janin, will form part of the division of General 
Seras, who will thus have under his command these 5 battalions, 
8000 men ; the 4 auxiliary battalions, 3000 ; the 113th and the 
4th battalion of the Vistula, 3000 ; in the whole 9000 men. 

General S^ras will also have under his command Brigadiers 
Corsin and Janin. 

The cavalry is to be disposed in the following manner : — 

The 3rd hussars and the 15th chasseurs, which ought to 
amount to 2000 men, will remain attached to the Duke of El- 
chingen. 

The 15th, 25th, 3rd, 6th, 10th, and 11th dragoons, altogether 
6 regiments and nearly 5000 cavalry, will compose the cavalry 
reserve which is to be commanded by General Montbrun. These 
alone will amount to 7000. 

The 1st brigade of dragoons, 1500 strong, and composed of* 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd provisional regiments, will remain attached 
to the Duke of Abrant6s. The 2nd, composed of the 6th and 7th 
provisional regiments, will be attached to General Kellermann ; 
and the 3d, composed of the 8th, 9th, and 10th, to General 
S^ras. 

. The Prince of Bssling will therefore have 40,000 infantry 
and between 9000 and 10,000 cavalry, without counting the artil- 
lery, sappers and miners, &c., which will constitute for him an 
army of 50,000 men. He will besiege with them first Ciudad 
Bodrigo, and afterwards Almeida, and will thus prepare himself 
to march systematically on Portugal, which ought not to be 
entered till September, when the heats are over, and, above all, 
after the harvest. 

Lahoussaye's division will remain with the army of the soutL 
\wriiien in the Emperor's own handwriting.'] 

General Beynier will proceed towards Alcantara with two 
divisions of infantry, forming 14,000 men, with the 1st hussars, 
the 22nd chasseurs, the Hanoverian chasseurs, and the 8th dia- 
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goons, altogether 2000 caraliy, which will form a corps of between 
16,000 and 17,000 men. 

G-eneral Eejnier will thus be placed to the left of Oiudad 
Kodrigo, occupying Alcantara, threatening Portugal from that 
side, and keeping up the communication with Madrid. The 
Prince of Essling is to maintain him in this position, and not 
allow him to be driven from it. 

The Prince of Essling will thus have under his command 
seven infantry divisions, 54,000 strong, and 11,000 cavalry, 
which will make an army of from 65,000 to 70,000 men. 

On his right will be General S^ras, who, with 9000 foot and 
1500 horse, will manoeuvre between Astorga, the kingdom of 
Leon, and Zamora, so as to keep up his communication with 
General Bonnet, threaten Portugal on the side of Braganza, and 
cover the plain of Yalladolid. General S^ras will be under the 
orders of General Kellermann, who will have 1200 cavalry, 
counting the Swiss and the different dep6ts, to keep the plain 
quiet. In this way General Kellermann will have at his disposal 
between 12,000 and 13,000 men. 

It is to be added that before the Prince of Essling enters 
Portugal a reserve of 20,000 men will have reached Yalladolid. 
Give all the requisite orders. to the Prince of Essling and to 
Generals Kellermann and S^ras; let General Bonnet be informed; 
and, lastly, let the Duke of Balmatia know of all these arrange- 
ments. 



[620.3 Napolbon to Bebthieb. 

HaTn» Maj 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General S^ras, with the 113th of the 
line and the regiment belonging to the legion of the Yistula, to 
repair to Yalladolid. He will take under his command the four 
auxiliary battalions, of which you will desire him to take par- 
'ticular care: his division will thus be composed of eight bat- 
talions. The Prince of Essling will give him 1200 horse and 
3000 foot, that his corps may amount to 10,000 men. With 
these General S^ras will hold the army of GaUicia in check. 
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[621.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

EATre, May 29, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Answer to General Dorsenne that he has abso« 
lute command over the province of Burgos, over the military as 
well as over the police and the finances ; that the troops of all 
kinds, artillery, engineers, French and Spanish, and of every 
nation, are under his orders. Fix clearly the boundary of 
Gkneral Dorsenne's command ;. tell him that I wish him to keep 
his troops in constant motion to repress the banditti ; that he 
should even send columns to the frontiers of Navarre, to the 
defiles of Santander, and wherever they are required ; that for 
this purpose he must form seven or eight moveable columns, con- 
sisting of Polish light horse and young soldiers ; but desire him 
to keep my old soldiers together, so as to lose none by any acci- 
dent. The 400 Polish light horse, the 800 lancers from the 
Grand Duchy of Berg, make together 1200 cavalry, which he 
may form into six columns, adding to them one or two companies 
of infantry, according to circumstances. These detachments 
may proceed in every direction, pursue the banditti without 
mercy, and drive them out of the borders of Navarre and the 
province of Santander. Besides these, he should always have in 
hand between 2000 and 3000 men, infantry and cavalry, to pro- 
ceed whithersoever they may be wanted. 

Send word to General Dorsenne that there are more troops 
on their way to him ; that he must, therefore obtain from Soria, 
Aranda, and other parts of the province, provisions enough to 
supply him always with 500,000 rations of biscuit and several 
million rations of provisions stored in the country surrounding 
Burgos. 

Write to the Prince of Essling to let him know the extent 
of General Dorsenne's command, and inform him that that com- 
mand is independent, as General Dorsenne may at any time re- 
ceive orders from me ; but that. General Dorsenne is to send 
columns in every direction, and not to refuse anything which 
may keep up and secure the communications. 
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[C22.] Napoleon to Bbrthixr. 

HaTre, Maj 29, 1610. 

My ConsiB, — ^Write a circular to the different marshals com- 
manding in Spain, and to the governors, to express my displeasure 
that, bj their orders, sums of money have been taken out of the 
hands of the paymasters appointed by the Minister of the 
Treasury ; that this step is illegal, and contrary to the roles of 
administration. 

In the Emperor's hand: — ^They have no right to appoint 
receiyers ; those who receive contribntions must be the men of 
the treasury. 

£623.] Napoleon to Bsbthieh. 

Hayre, Maj S9, 18ia 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Dufour that I am extremely 
displeased at his want of .activity ; that, instead of remaining idle 
in the town, he ought to be at the head of his columns, and pro- 
ceed in all directions to destroy the banditti. 

f 624.3 Decbeb of Napoleon. 

Hayre, May 29, 1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector 
of the Confederation of the Rhine, Mediator of the Swiss Con- 
federation, &c., — ^We have decreed and do decree as follows : — 

Art. 1. The province of Burgos is to form a separate govern- 
ment, under the name of the Fifth Gk>vemment of Spain. 

Art. 2. Thd provinces of Yalladolid, Falencia, and Toro, are 
to form a separate government, under the name of the Sixth 
Government. 

Art. 3. The Chief of our Staff, and our Ministers of War and 
of the Treasury, are charged with the execution of this decree. 

[626.3 Dbobse of Napoleon. 

Hayre, May 29, 1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, Eling of Italy, Protector 
of the Confederation of the Rhine, Mediator of the Swiss Con* 
federation, &c., — ^We have decreed and do decree as follows : — > 
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Art. 1. In eacb of the six goyemments of Spain are to be 
receivers, who will be appointed by our Minister of the Treasury, 
and who alone will receive the revenne arising from ordinary or 
extraordinary contributions. 

Art. 2. In the other parts of Spain the ordinary and extra- 
ordinary contributions intended for the army shall be paid into 
the chests of the military paymasters. 

Art. 3. The six receivers established in the six govemments, 
and the paymasters acting as receivers in the other parts of Spain, 
will correspond with the receiver-general of the contributions of 
Spain, who will reside at Bayonne. 

Art. 4. All our generals, intendants, and civil and military 
officers in our armies, are expressly ordered to have the contri- 
butions paid only into the receivers' chests for the six govern- 
ments, and into the paymasters' chests for the other parts of 
Spain. 

Art. 5. The receivers appointed by any other authority than 
that of our Minister of the Treasury will cease their functions 
as soon as this decree is made public, and will repair to Paris 
with the utmost diligence, and carry all the papers containing 
accounts of their receipts and expenditure to our Minister of the 
Treasury. 

Art. 6. The Chief of our Staff, and our Ministers of the 
Treasury and of War, are charged with the execution of this 
decree as it concerns them respectively. 

[ 626.] Napoleon to Bbkthier. 

BamboulIIet, Jalj 10, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Order the 2nd division of the rear-guard of the 
army of Spain to continue its operations in Navarre, with the 
exception of the 1st provisional regiment, which is to remain at 
Tolosa, and to keep the whole province of St. Sebastian. This 
arrangement will allow the posts of my guard to collect together 
at Yittoria and Bilbao. 

The 1st provisional regiment will stay in the province of St. 
Sebastian till fresh troops arrive to take its place. Desire Gen- 
eral Reille to send. back to their corps all the troops which do 
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not belong to him. With his 6000 men, the gendarmes, and the 
two squadrons of the 9th hnssars, he ought to re-estaUiab order 
in Nayarre. 



[627.] Nafolbon to Bbrihibiu 

Bamtranmet, July 10, 1810. 

My Cousin,— ^Write to General Dorsenne that he is to scour 
the country, by keeping in constant motion six or seven columns, 
composed each of 200 cavalry, and from 600 to 700 infantry, and 
to combine their movements so that two or three may always be 
able to unite. Ask him why this has not been done already, and 
tell him to take advantage of the harvest to fill his magazines at 
Burgos. 

[ 628.] Kafolbqn to BsRrmEB. 

Bambooillet, JdIj H ISia 

My Cousin,-— Write to Qeneral Beynier that I am waiting to 
hear that he has raised contributions in the country which he oc* 
cupies, in order to feed and pay his troops ; that war is supported 
by war. Write the same thing to General Dorsenne ; tell him 
that as yet I have not seen one letter from him giving an account 
of his administration, of the contributions which he levies, and 
of his resources. Send the annexed letter* to the King, to let 
him know that he must provide for the wants of the army. 

[629.] Instructions for the Dukb of Dalmatia. 

BamboQlIIet, July 14^ 1810. 

I enclose to you, M. le Due, an Imperial decree, which M. le 
Duo de Feltre, the Minister of War, has sent to me. Ton will 
see by this decree that the Emperor has considered it expedient 
for the good of his service to appoint you commander'^in-chief of 
his army of the South in Spain. His Majesty's object in this 
arrangement is, that your authority and your movements may be 
more direct and unembarrassedi 

* The next letter but one.— Ta. yr ^^^ 
Vol. n.— 6* ^ 
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m Jrbi?lddatiS:1 ^eSlL* ^^^ temtory Bubject to your army 

thmw the iwpoiiflibiUty upon extends to the left of the Sierra-MoreDB. 

blm. 

His Majesty's desire is, that yon should 
take the most effeotoal means of providing for the pay and the 
requirements of your army. You must act on the principle that 
war is supported by war. Tou must push forward the operations 
on Cadiz, and take measures for getting rid of the bandittL His 
Majesty supposes that you have occupied and entrenched the most 
important posts, to keep open your communications, and to pre- 
vent their being insulted by the banditti which infest the country. 

If necessary, M. le Due, the Emperor authorizes you to sell 
the English goods, and even to levy [in the Emperor's hand\ ex- 
traordinary contributions, to supply the wants of your army. In 
case the ordinary contributions be not sufficient for the pay, yon 
must raise large contributions, chiefly upon the countries which 
are yet unsubdued. 

Your appointment as commander-in-chief of the army of the 
South makes no change in the actual state of things, since in &ot 
you already command. A few words in your general orders will 
be enough. This new arrangement ought to excite as little, sen- 
sation as possible. 

I need not remind you of the respect which you owe to the 
King. You must act in concert with his ministers, although you 
have in reality the chief command. The Emperor did not choose 
to leave the movements of his army of the South any longer un« 
decided. He thought that it was time to prove the confidence 
with which you have inspired him. Your talents prevented his 
having any doubt as to who should fill so important a command. 

N.B. Write to the Dukes of Belluno and of Treviso, and to 
General Sebastiani, to give them notice that they form part of 
the army of the South, under the command of the Duke of Dal- 
matia. 

[630.] Bbbtbzeb to Joseph. 

BambonUlet, July 14, 1810. 

Sire, — The Emperor commands me to have the honour of 
writing to your Majesty to inform you that, in consequence of 
vorii residence at Madrid, he considers the army of Andalusia as 
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h&vmg no immediate chief, the Duke of Balmatia having no 
legal anthoritj ; so that no one is responsible for what may hap- 
pen to the three corps which combine their operations in the 
Bonth of Spain, in the event of the slightest distarbance or insab- 
ordiDation on the part of one of the commanders of the three 
corps [five illegible words in the Envperor^s handwriting]^ to 
form one army of the Sonth, composed of the 1st, 4th, and 5th 
corps. Tour Majesty sees that the appointment of a general 
directly responsible will enable the operations of this army to be 
more rapid. The Dnke of Dalmatia, as iie has been so fortunate 
as to deserve yoor Majesty's confidence, and also that of the Em- 
peror, might be intrusted with this command. 

The Emperor, Sire, is deeply grieved to hear that the army 
which is laying siege to Cadiz is in a state of complete destitution 
— ^that their pay is nine months in arrear. This state of things 
may be productive of serious misfortunes. His Majesty can send to 
Spain no more than the two millions a month which he has assigned 
to that employment, because the money of France is exhausted ; 
because, in the present state of affairs in Spain, war must support 
war ; because all the resources in the country must be employed 
to feed, pay, and clothe the troops which conquer it; because to 
dnoipline and pay Spanish troops is to discipline and pay one's 
enemies; because, lastly, soldiers must be paid before civilians, 
and above all the French troops, who alone support your Majesty 
in Spain. The Emperor thinks that Seville, Cordova, Malaga, 
and all those fine countries, ought to supply abundantly the wants 
of the army of the South, and furnish its pay. 

[ ^1.] Bebthibk to Suchst. 

BambonUIet, July 14, 1810. 

The Emperor, M. le G^n^ral Compte de Suchet, desires me to 
tell you that he wishes you, as soon as you have taken Tortosa, to 
put it into the hands of the Duke of Taranto^ and to assemble 
your army in Aragon, to enable you to second the invasion of 
Portugal, which his Majesty proposes after the capture of Tortosa 
and Tarragona [illegible words in the JSmperor^s writing'], 
Kvide your army into two bodies. With the first, consisting of 



about 15,000 men, you will inarch towards Yalladolid, manoeia- 
yring bo as to support our operations until the English have been 
beaten and driven into the sea. You will leave the other corps, 
consisting of 12,000 men, to hold Aragon ; and as soon as the 
English are turned out of Portugal, jou will return to Aragon 
with your first 15,000 men, and march upon Valencia with your 
whole army. At the same time the army of Catalonia will send 
a division by Tortosa, and the Duke of Dalmatia will assist your 
expedition wjth a corps of from 15,000 to 20,000 men. 

While you are marching upon Yalladolid, the horses belonging 
to your siege artillery will recover themselves, and your siege 
materials will be repaired ready for the attack upon Yalencia. 

[In the Emperor* s writing,'] In short, you must take Tor- 
tosa, and afterwards assemble your army and hold yourself ready 
to execute the Emperor's orders. You must, however, be some^ 
what governed by events ; and after the capture of Tortosa yoii» 
must not leaveHhat part of the country without the Emperor^s 
orders. 



[632.] Kafoleon to S k bt h ikk . 

BtCIond, July 19, 1810, 

My Cousin, — Order three millions to be sent in one convoy to 
the head-quarters of the army of the South, escorted by a corps 
of 1200 men, which is to be formed by General Quesnel at 
Bayonne, of all the available detachments from the 1st, 4th, and 
5th corps, and of all that can be obtained from the Polish deputed 
You will put this escort under the command of one of your aides- 
de-camp, or of an intelligent colonel, who will have orders to take 
this convoy untouched to its destination, and will be req>onsibl6 
that no money be pubtracted from it, even at Madrid. He will 
carry an order from me to this effect. Governors Thouvenot and 
Dorsenne will make arrangements for adding to this escort of 
1200 men, detachments of infantry and cavalry from every post 
in their governments. Write to the Dukes of Dalmatia, Belluno, 
and Treviso, and to General Sebastiani, that they also are to rein- 
force the escort in La Mancha and in the districts occupied by 
their armies. This convoy of three- millions will go straight to 



\ 
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Seville. It is intended to bring np all arream in the pay of the 
army of the South. 



[033.] Napoleon to CiiASKS. 

81 Olond, July fi7, 1810. 

M. le Due de Feltre^ — Let the King of Naples know that all 
his troops in Spain desert, and are in a wretched state, and that I 
will have no more of them. Order Mar^chal Perignon not to 
send any more, and General Miollis to let none pass. They are a 
gang of thieves, and poison the country through which they pass. 

You do not say that Girona is destroyed, nor whether my 
orders have been fiodfilled with respect to the destruction of 
Lerida. 



[ 634.] Bebxhoeb to MMas&sx, 

Paris, Jaly 29, 1810. 

The Emperor, M. le Prince d'Essling, desires me to express 
to you his satisfaction on the important capture of Ciu^ad Rod-* 
rigo. His Majesty sees with pleasure that according to your 
arrangements Almeida is now invested. It is essential to take 
Almeida as well as the fortress of the Concepcion ; you will then 
be well supported when you march on Lisbon. 

Ciudad Rodrigo ought to be put in good order, and to be the 
general depdt for the army of Portugal, both for provisions and 
ammunition. You have of course ordered the harvest to be 
brought in, and have collected in Ciudad Rodrigo all the pro- 
visions which can be obtained. 

The Emperor is of opinion that Almeida may be taken 
towards the end of August, and that in the beginning of Sep- 
tember you may be ready to march upon Lisbon. His Majesty 
leaves it to you to give battle or not to the English, as you think 
proper. 

The Emperor considers that Badajoz ought not to be taken, 
as it would engage us in a long siege, and afterwards it would be 
necessary to lay siege to Elvas, which is stronger still ; but when 
once the English have been well beaten, and have re-embarked, 
Badajoz and Elvas will fftU of themselves. 



IM 
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General Droaet [in the Emperor's hand] wiU rsaeh VdBtukh 
Ud on the IH of September with a corps of infantry and cav- 
alry amounting to 12,000 men, which, joined to the divisions of 
S6ras and Bonnet, will form an army able to hold Ckdlicia in 
check, and to take possession of it as soon as yon hare marched 
on Lisbon [in the Emperor's handwriting], or to ke^p up your 
communications. 



[685,] Napoueok to Bebthibb. 

St dond, July 21, IdlO. 

My Oousin, — ^I send yon back the Prince of Essling's propo- 
sab for granting rewards on account of the captore of Giudad 
Bodrigo. Let me know the names of the individuals mentioned 
in the despatches relating to the capture or to the details of the 
siege, and tell me what rewards you propose. Let me also know 
what regiments were employed in the siege ; they alone have a 
right to be rewarded. 



[ 686.] Napoleon to Clarkb. 

St. Gload, Aug. 8, 18ia 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^The 9th corps of the army of Spain 
will be composed of two divisions, the 1st commanded by General 
Glapar^de, the 2nd by General Conroux, who is useless in Cata- 
lonia. 

General Cottin will command the artillery. Colonel Dubreuille 
the engineers. Brigadier-General Foumier will command the 
whole of the cavalry. Brigadier-General Gerard will be em- 
ployed in one of these divisions. General Dupellin, late colonel 
of the 85th, will be ordered to join Friant's division. Propose to 
me another brigadier to put in hia place. 

I do not approve of 12-pounders being replaced by S-pounders. 
I choose to have 12-pounders : they are more useful in Spain 
than elsewhere, because they are wanted against convents and 
against the walls of the smaller towns. There are a great many 
12-pounders at Burgos. General Drouet, having gunners, horses^ 
and ammunition, may take 12-pounders from thence. 



laia ABinxiBT. 135 

To take your artillery companies from Boulogne aeenui going 
too far. Have yon none at Tonlonse, or in the islandfl of B6 and 
Oleron ? 

I approve of your sending some Dntoh artillery officers. I 
will not have any of the artillery belon^g to my army of the 
North sent to Bayonne ; the distance is too great. Keep back 
300 horses from the train intended for Seville. 

I think that the 5th company of the 2nd battalion, and the 
5th company of the 1st battalion of sappers and miners at Alex- 
andria, are too far off to be sent for ; find some who are nearer. 

It is necessary td have some waggons filled with engineering 
tools in the suite of the army. All these things will be found at 
Hetz. 



[637!i] Nafoubon to Bestrieil 

TriADon, A.n^ 8, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Let the Prince of Essling know that the 44th 
battalion of the flotilla which is at Yalladolid is at his disposal, 
and that it will be of use to him in crossing rivers, and above, all 
when he crosses the Tagus before Lisbon. 

If there are any shoes at Bayonne, order 6000 to be sent to 
Burgos. 

Write to Gkneral Bonnet that he is authorised to send back to 
their depdts the invalided officers and soldiers who are unfit for 
active service. Tell him also that, if the regiments under his 
orders are reduced to less than 2000 present under arms, he had 
better send back to France the cadre of the 4th battalion, distri- 
buting the men among the other battalions, but not unless these 
regiments are reduced to less than 2000 men. 

Write to General Drouet that on his arrival at Tolosa he is to 
obtain information with respect to Navarre, and that, if it is in so 
bad a state that his presence is absolutely indispensable, he may 
turn aside to re-establish order, and to pursue the banditti vigor- 
ously ; but he is not to make this expedition if it be not absolutely 
necessary. 



r 



13g K£Al»0LrrA17 TB00FS*^06SPH*B POBITIOK. Obap. X?1 

[ 688.] Napoubon to Clabkb. 

Ang. 6, 1810. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — I see in the * Journal de PEmpire * 
that the 5th marching battalion, consisting of 1,000 men left 
Naples for Catalonia on the 25th of July. Order this battalion 
to be stopped as soon as it is met with, to be examined and kept 
back till further orders. I hare no wish to crowd Catalonia with 
bad soldiers, or to increase the troops of banditti. If this bat- 
talion be composed of convicts or of banditti, or even ill clothed 
and armed, it must be sent back to Naples. 

Write to the King, for his guidance in future, that I do not 
want any more Neapolitan troops in Spain, and that I will have 
no more. 



[689.] JOSBPH TO NAFOLBOir* 

Madrid, Ang. 8, 1810. 

Sire, — ^My position in this country, always difficult, often de* 
plorable, is now such that it cannot continue under the arrange- 
ments which have been made and are threatened. 

I shall endeavour to let the answer which I hope from your 
Majesty find me in Madrid, but I implore you not to make me 
wait long for it, for things are stronger than men ; and on the 
day when I shall be completely abandoned by my guard, by my 
servants, and by all that constitutes a government, my only course 
will be to return to France to put myself at the disposition of 
your Majesty, requesting you to allow me to join my family, from 
which I have been separated for six years, and to find in obscurity 
and in domestic affections a peace of which the throne has robbed 
me, without giving me any thing in exchange. I find it a seat 
of punishment, from which I look passively on the devastation of 
a country which I had hoped to make happy. 

I cannot now, as I did last year, take refuge in the army. 
When I was fighting the enemies of your Majesty and of Spain, 
my eyes were drawn aside from the sights which now afflict me^ 
and my position was, at least, not dishonourable. If what is 
rumoured by the officers who come from Paris, and rendered 
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probable by the Prince of Neufch&tel'B letter of the 14th of July, 
tarns out to be true ; if your Majesty deprives me of the com- 
mand of the army of Andalusia, and devotes the revenues of the 
province exclusively to the army, I have nothing to do but to 
throw up the game ; in so doing I should be scarcely a free agent. 
In the present state of affairs in Spain the commander-in-chief in 
a province is its king. All its resources become inadequate, be- 
cause what are called the wanl^i of the army are indefinite, and 
the general increases them as he sees the means of supplying 
them. Thus the provinces commanded by generals who are not 
under my orders are 'Nothing to me. In Andalusia alone I hoped 
to find a few resources, after having assigned to the army what 
was supposed to be sufficient, if your Majesty continues to send 
two millions every month. But to give the command of the 
troops to a general who does not recognise my authority, is to 
give him the administration and the government of the country. 
It is to take from me the only province in which I could hope to 
live : it is to confine me to Madrid, which gives me only 800,000 
francs per month, while my indispensable expenses exceed four 
imllions per month. I am here surrounded by the ruins of a 
great nation. I have a guard, I have depdts, I have hospitals, a 
garrison, a household, a ministry, a privy-council, refugees from 
all the other provinces, &c. &c. Even if my honour, if the sen- 
.timent of what is due to me allowed me to maintain so humiliating 
a position, this state of things could not last two months. For, 
in fact, if the army of Andalusia is taken from me, what shall I 
be ? The porter of the hospitals of Madrid and of the depdts 
of the army, and the jailor of the prisoners. 

Sire, I am your brother. Ton presented me to Spain as a 
second self. I feel the exaggeration of this praise as respects my 
talents, but I shall not fall below it as respects the truthfulness 
of my character, the magnanimity of my feelings, and the tender- 
ness of my love for my brother. 

I always hoped that your Majesty would come to Spain. 
With this expectation I bore up against every thing ; but this 
hope recedes, and circumstances press on me. The step which I 
tftke is involuntary. I send to your Majesty M. Almenara, who 
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has been my Minister of Finance since the death of M. de Gar 
barras, and who knows the wretched details of his own office and 
of those of the other ministers, to as to enable your Majesty to 
act with full knowledge. 

As for myself, Sire,, who owe to you my fall opinion, and give 
it to you, after having above expressed my unalterable decision, I 
think that if, in the first place, the French army is put under my 
orders ; if, in the second place, I have a right to send back the 
officers who behave manifestly ill ; if, thirdly, I am authorised to 
tranqidllise the nation as to the changes of nationality and the 
partitions with which 6ll who come £rom Paris threaten it ; if, 
fourthly, yoiir Majesty relies on me sufficiently to allow me to say 
and write to the Spaniards what appears to me suitable to their 
position and to mine, without being exposed to the poisonous in« 
terpretations of malignity and of sententious mediocrity ; on these 
conditions I engage, 1st, that the French army shall not cost 
France one farthing beyond the two millions a-month which your 
Majesty has already dedicated to it (I hope, indeed, that in a few 
months I could release your Majesty from this burthen) ; 2ndly, 
that Spain will soon be made as quiet as Naples was ; and, Srdly^ 
that Spain will soon be as useful to France as she is now mis- 
chievous. 

If, on the contrary, I am forced to retire, and the provinces 
are divided into military governments, and ruled by generals, I 
fear that your Majesty will not witness the last of these terrible 
convulsions. 

I implore your Majesty to see in this letter only what I have 
endeavoured to put into it — the simple truth, dictated by the 
fraternal friendship which attached me to you in your cradle, and, 
whatever may happen, will accompany me to my tomb. Can the 
emotion which I feel at this instant, and which interrupts my 
writing, be caused by personal feelings or by selfish regret ? No, 
Sire, it is not so. I weep over the weakness of human nature ; 
over the dispersion of a family once so united ; over the change 
in the heart of my brother ; over the gradual diminution of an 
immense glory, which would have been better preserved by gen- 
erosity and heroism than by any extension of power. 
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Sire, if the oonolnsion of my letter does not recall to you the 
tender and yalned friend of your infancy ; if it does not tell you 
that I am to you what no other man can be, I hare nothing to do 
but to retire. 

P. S. During the two days which have elapsed since I wrote 
this letter, my position in Madrid has become still more danger- 
ous, and I think of moving into Andalusia. It is possible that I 
may- be there when your Majesty receives this letter.* 



[ 640.] Nafolbon to Bebthier. 

St Clond, Aug. H 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Answer to the Prince of Essling that you have 
shown me his letter of the ... of July, and that I have desired 
you to tell'him that he is to repress severely all disorder and in- 
subordination ; that it is he who commands ; that he ought to put. 
an end to robbery, and to manage so that all the money which is 
raised for contributions may be employed for the. benefit of the 
army; and that the slightest negligence in this respect is 
criminal. 



[641.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Bt Cload, Aug; 19, 1810L 

My Cousin, — ^I am surprised that you have heard nothing of 
General Drouet Let me know when his troops reached Bayonne. 
Write to General Drouet, as well as to General Dorsenne, that I 
think it advisable to reinforce Navarre with the whole of the 
Serg lancers, which, with the 9th hussars, will put 1500 cavalry 
under General Beille's orders. I also think that the brigade of 
the guard xmder Greneral Dumoutier's command had better be 
sent to General Beille. He will therefore have his four march- 
ing, regiments, the 5th, which he retains, two squadrons of the 
9th hussars, and, lastly, the four regiments of the guard, with 
their horses, and the regiment of lancers. General Drouet may 
replace the regiments of the guard with some of the troops which 

* Tli& letter was not aii8wencL—-TB. 
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he brought from France. Write to him that I am too far off to 
give these orders positively ; that I leave it to him either to exe- 
cute them or to substitute others which he thinks more suitable ; 
that what inclines me to send the regiments of the guard to Gen- 
eral Beille is, that thej are more accustomed to serve under him, 
and that, therefore, there will be less chance of insubordination ; 
that besides, as the guard is intended for active service, it will be 
Buitablj employed in his hands. Tou will send G-eneral Dor- 
senne's orders open to Oeneral Drouet, who will send them on if 
he thinks proper. I wish you to choose for me four or five colo- 
nels, lieut.-colonels, or majors, all men of action, for General Beille 
to put at the head of his moveable columns ; such men, for in- 
stance, as Colonel Ameil of the 24th chasseurs. 

Order General Burke to proceed to Navarre, to serve under 
General Beilla Desire him to run no risks in the Spanish roads, 
and not to move without a strong escort. 



[ 642.] BsBTmEH to Tms Governobs of the Fboyvxceb, 

Paris, Sept 15» 18ia 

I told you, M. le General, in my letter of the 22nd of July, 
that I had been informed that there existed abuses in the collec- 
tion of the contributions in some of the provinces of Spain, and I 
desired you to endeavour to put an end to them, and to prevent 
their occurring in your government It appears from the infor- 
mation which I have lately received that the irregularity still con- 
tinues in some parts of Spain. The complaints which ensue 
excite the displeasure of the Emperor. His Majesty's wish is 
that all the funds raised by contributions or by extraordinary 
taxes be paid into the hands of the officers of the treasury, to fur- 
nish the pay and requirements of the army, and that every indi- 
vidual guilty of peculation in collecting these funds be severely 
punished, as contributing towards keeping up the spirit of re- 
bellion by exasperating the inhabitants against the French ad- 
ministration. 
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[643.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Bt Glond, Sopt 16, 18ia 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Sachet that, after the-captnre 
of Tortosa and Tarragona, Valencia will no doubt be his next 
object if circumstances allow it ; and that our affairs with Por- 
tugal seem to be making so much progress that I probably shall 
decide on his marching upon Yalencia when he has taken both 
those towns. Tell him that I have read the report of Colonel 
Haxo, of the engineers ; that if it is possible to hold the citadel 
and fortifications of Lerida with 1000 men, I consent to preserv- 
ing the walls of the town ; but that the forts must be armed and 
provisioned, and only light artillery placed upon the walls, in 
order that, if necessary, it may be removed to the citadel, and 
that the heavy artillery and the real defence must be in the forts. 

[644.] Napolbozt to Bebtbibb. 

Bt Clond, Sept lA. 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I am told that many Spaniards are sending their 
merinos to France, and that a flock of 10,000 is on its way. 
Order my generals and other authorities to protect the passage 
of these animals into France. 



[645.] Napoleok to Bebthdeb. 

Bt Glond, Sept 16, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Write a letter to Greneral Girard in my name to 
express my satisfaction at his good conduct in the affair of Villa 
Garcia ; and insert in the order of the day that on this occasion 
I recognised the accustomed bravery of the troops of the 5th 
corps. Propose to me the rewards for which General Girard 
asks, both as regards the Legion of Honour and promotion. . 



[646.] NaMugozt to Bebthieb. 

Bept 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^Let General Drouet know that serious com* 
plaints are lodged against the general in command of Santander ; 
^t I wish him to be superseded by another general, and a severe 
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inquiry to be set on foot into the depredations which hare been 
committed in the country, and that the same thing is to be done 
with regard to Greneral Avril You will write to him that great 
fiinlt is found with General Drouet's nephew ; that striking exam- 
ples must be made ; that the corruption is carried so feir that the 
liberation of prisoners is made a matter of traffic ; that I desire 
him to use the utmost zeal in hunting up these abuses. Tell him 
that similar depredations are committed in Biscay. Order him 
to seize all the dep6ts of colonial merchandise, cotton, sugar, 
coffee, &c., in the Biscays, in Navarre, and on the frontiers, which 
are intended to be smuggled into France. You will let him know 
that I do hot wish my consuls on the coast to be displaced ; that 
he is to allow them to correspond with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and that I have not abolished the consulships. Write 
also to General Drouet that I desire him to obtain information on 
the contributions which have been levied in the provinces of 
Spain ; that I require them to be all paid into the military trea- 
sury and employed for the benefit of the soldiers. Tell him that 
I pay the greatest attention to this subject, and that I shall re- 
quire an account of all the contributions which are raised. 

[647.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Sept 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Heavy charges are brought to me on all sides 

against General X . Send an officer to him with a letter, in 

which you will express to him my extreme displeasure at the 
abuses committed in his government ; and ask him for a categori- 
cal statement of all the contributions which he has levied. In 
his government, at Yalladolid, for instance, even the liberation 
of the prisoners of war is sold. Tell him that I consider him re- 
sponsible for abuses which are so opposed to the well-being and 
the interests of the army. Let him know that I have asked for 
a report on these complaints ; that the officer whom you send is 
desired to bring back an answer in which I expect you to be told 
that he has arrested the individuals guilty of these crimes, and 
tried them by a court-martial. Give him to understand that, if 
he does not deal severely with these horrible abuses and remedy 
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them, I shall belieye the general minoiir that he oomiiyes at them. 
Tell him that, of all the goyemmeDts in Spain, his ia that in 
which most robbery is perpetrated. 



[648.] N^poi^EON TO Bebthzbb. 

Bepi 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Extortions of eyery kind are committed in 
Spain ; eyen the freedom of the prisoners is made a subject of 
traffic. Send an officer with the letter which you are to write to 

General X . Write at the same time to the Prince of Essling 

to arrest the indiyidoals gnilty of these crimes. Send officers to 
examine the garrison of Ciudad Bodrigo,*^ and especially the com- 
manding offiicer of the artillery, from whom it is said that 200,000 
reals were asked as a price for which the garrison wonld be al- 
lowed to go free. Desire Greneral Buquet to inquire into this 
affair. It is time to put an end to this robbery. The Prince of 
Essling, in one of his letters of the 30th of August, says that he 
dent to you a return of the contributions leyied by the Duke 

of y and not paid in. You did not show me this return. 

Let me haye a report on the subject. 



[ 649.3 Napoueon to Bbbthibr. 

Fontainebleaii, Sept 17, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^The rumour of a marriage between Prince Fer* 
ctinand and a Princess of Austria gains considerable credit It 
is important that you should write to all the generals who haye 
the command of corps in your army, to warn them that this re- 
port is a mere piece of gossip, the fruit of the idleness of Paris ; 
that they ought to reject with indignation the bare idea of our 
making a retrograde step ; and that nothing of the kind has oyer 
heen thought of. 

* Apparently the Spanish prisoners belonging to that garrison.— Ta. 
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[660.] Napoleon to Berthier. 

Fontaineblean, Sept 18, 1810. 

My Cousin, — I see that General Kellermann exhibits utter 
carelessness, and that, instead of placing his forces so as to sup- 
port the army of Portugal, he allows them to be scattered in every, 
direction. It seems to me that I included the province of Avila 
in the district of the army of the centre. Write again to Cren- 
eral Drouet that I attach the greatest importance to receiving 
news from the army of Portugal ; that the attempt to hold every 
post is impracticable ; that he must content himself with holding 
only those in which there are depdts and hospitals, and must keep 
his troops in hand ready to act wherever they may be wanted, 
and, above all, on the rear of the army of Portugal. 



[ 651.] Nafoleozt to Berthteb. 

St Cloud, Sept 19, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Send oflF to-morrow an officer with a letter for 
the Prince of Essling, in which you will let him know that it is 
my wish that he attack and destroy the English ; * that Lord 
Wellington has not more than 18,000 men, of whom only 15,000 
are infantry, and the rest cavalry and artillery; that General 
Hill has only 6000 infantry and cavalry ; that it would be absurd 
for 25,000 English to hold in check 60,000 French : that if they 
are attacked boldly and without hesitation, they will experience 
great reverses. The troops to be left in the rear should be the 
provisional regiments of cavalry. The army has 12,000 horse; 
only 6000 are wanted in Portugal : there are, therefore, 6000 to 
leave between Ciudad Bodrigo, Alcantara, and Salamanca. The 
Prince of Essling should leave with them some guns, for artillery 
is the complement to cavalry. The Prince of Essling has four 
times as much artillery as is needed against the enemy's army. 
I am too far o£f, and the position of the enemy changes too often, 
for me to give advice as to the way in which the attack should 

« The battle of Bnsaco was fought on the 28th of September, 1810. Mae- 
B&oa could scaioely have received this letter, bat acted in its spizit.-^'I^ 
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be conducted ; bat it is certain that he is not in a state to resist 
it. According to the best intelligence, derived from secret sources 
in London, if to the British army in the Peninsula jou add 4000 
men who are at Cadiz, jou will find that it consists of 28,000 
men, and this is the entire strength of the English, though they 
have reinforced their army from Malta and Sicily. 

[652.] Nafolbon to Cuirks. 

FonUioeblMii, S«pt t7, 18ia 

M. le Due de Feltre, — Order%the officer of the dep6t of the 
28th dragoons, who was desired to famish 100 men to the march- 
ing re^ment of dragoons belonging to the army of Catalonia, and 
who presided over the formation of this detachment, to be placed 
under arrest for a month. 

The detachment sent by this officer was in so bad a condition 
that Prince Borghese very properly sent it back ; it was com- 
posed of men taken from the hospitals or on the point of being 
dbcharged ; bad horses were substituted for good ones, — ^for in- 
stance, there was a lame waggon-horse, and two trumpeters'- 
horses, both lame and blind. The coats, trousers, boots, &c., be- 
longing to the dragoons were taken away, and old rags given to 
them instead ; their pistols were without cocks or pans. Their 
Baddies, housings, cloaks, saddle-bags, all had been changed and 
replaced by worn-out articles. 

Let me know the name of the officer who dared to take such 
a liberty, and order the dep6t of the 28th to fiimish immediately 
another 100 dragoons, well mounted and equipped, in good health, 
and able to take an active part. 

[6&8«] KaFOI^ON to BlEBTHnCB, 

Fontoineblean, Sept 88» 1810, at nlgbt 

My Cousin, — ^In my two letters of this evening I told you 
that I had altered the employment pf General Drouet, and that 
I was most anxious that he should repair as soon as possible to 
Yalladolid, in order to watch the rear of the army of Portugal 
I told you that Qeneral Beille, who is in Navarre, had under his 

Vol; n.- 
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orders the diyision of ihe rear-guard, composed of iora proYiaioiial 
regiments, more than 8000 strong, and Dumoutier's division of 
the guard, which amounts to more than 6000, making altogether 
14,000 men ; the two squadrons of the 9th hussars, 900 strong, 
and of the Grand Duchy of Berg, 800 strong. Goneral Eeille, 
therefore, has 15,000 men ; order him to provide himself with a 
division of artillery with 6 pieces, which, added to Greneral Pa- 
moutier's artillery, will form a corps with which he may go all 
over Spain. The 5 regiments forming Clapar^de's division will 
receive orders to proceed to Yalladolid. The two squadrons of 
the 20th, of the 7th, and of the 13th chasseurs, making 150O 
men, will follow in the same direction. The battalion of Neuf- 
ch^tel will join this division. General Dorsenne will contribute 
waggons for the infantry, 4 howitzers, and 2 guns, with 250 
rounds of ammunition for each of General Drouet's guns. The 
addition of from 10,000 to 12,000 men, with Saras' division and 
4000 or 5000 cavalry, will make General Drouet strong enough 
to beat all the Spanish armies that may fall in with him, to keep 
a strong hold upon Ciudad Bodrigo and Almeida, to march to 
the assistance of Astorga, and to keep up his communications 
with General Bonnet. Meanwhile, his 2nd division, of which 
two demi-brigades reached Bayonne long since, will repair to 
Yittoria as feist as they can ; the other two demi-brigades will 
follow them. See that these four demi-brigades have their fidd- 
pieces. 

Biscay will thus be held, but it must have a Commander-in- 
chief. Order my aide-de-camp, General Caffarelli, whom I in- 
tended to place at the head of the division of reserve in Cata- 
lonia, to start in the course of to-morrow, and to travel post to 
Vittoria, where he will take the command of the three provinces 
of Biscay and of Santander. You will instruct him to act in 
concert with Generals Keille, Dorsenne, and Bonnet, to keep all 
quiet in our rear, and to secure our communications. You will 
give him information as to all the troops which are in Biscay, and 
the demi-brigades which are on their way ; and you will order 
Generals Thouvanot and Barth^lemy to consider themselves 
under his orders. The Minister of War will order the 1st and 
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2d provisional regiments of light-horse, which are to reach Niort 
to-day, to go straight to Yittoria. By this means General Gaffa- 
relli will hare under his command in Biscay two infantry regi- 
ments, consisting of six battalions, and four squadrons of horse. 
Notice must be given to General Brouet, that if, before the ar- 
rival of Olapar^de's division, and of General Foumier's cavalry, 
he is obliged to collect his detachments in order to march upon 
any troops threatening Ciudad Rodrigo or Almeida, he must call 
in his smaller outposts. In this case he must communicate with 
Madrid more slowly, and diminish the number of couriers and 
expresses, and, to ensure their arrival, send them once a week, or 
twice if possible, with large escorts. Tell General Brouet to 
take General Thi^bault as chief of his staff. His acquaintance 
with Ghillicia and Portugal will make him useful. Let General 
Thiebault know that I expect him to assist General Brouet by 
all the means in his power, and that the services which he will 
render on tliis occasion will give me great satisfaction. Write to 
General Brouet, that when he passes through Burgos he is to 
take one of the squadrons of gendarmes which are there. Tou 
had better repeat the order to send off General Conroux's two 
demi-brigades from Bayonne, and the two others as soon as they 
arrive. You must also reiterate the order to send off the 600 
artillery horses from Bayonne to Burgos, if they have not already 
started. 



[664.] Napoleon to Besthieb. 

FonUineblean, Sept 28, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Order General Thouvenot to confiscate all the 
English and colonial merchandise in his government. I am as- 
sured that he has let in English goods on paying a duty of 10 per 
cent. If this is true, he must pay back these sums and confiscate 
the goods which he has permitted to land. In so doing he com- 
mitted a great fault. 
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[ 655.] Napolkon to BKBrazsR. 

FontaineblMUi, 8«>pt 29, !810. 

My Goosin,-— Order General Bronet to go in persoii to Yalla- 
dolid without delay, to take the oommand of the troops in Old 
Castile, with the title of Commandant of the 9th corps of the 
army of Spain, and to protect Almeida, Ciadad Rodrigo, Sala- 
manca, and Astorga. Give orders to Generals Kellermann and 
S^ras, to the Commandants of Ciadad Rodrigo and Almeida, and 
to all the Commandants of my forces in the rear of the army of 
Portugal, whatever their titles may be, to obey General Drouet's 
commands. 

You will let General Drouet know that he will have under 
his orders, in the first place, General Siras' division, composed of 
the 113th of the line, the 4th regiment of the 1st legion of the 
Vistula, the 4th battalion of the 12th light infantry, the 32nd 
and 58th of the line, the 2nd, 4th, and 5th, and 7th auxiliary bat- 
talions, the 4th brigade of dragoons, consisting of the 9th and 
10th provisional regiments ; making in the whole from 6000 to 
7000 infantry and 1500 cavalry ; that he is also to have a bat- 
talion of the guard, 4 Swiss battalions, and 1200 dragoons of the 
6th and 7th provisional regiments. He will, therefore, have more 
than 3000 horse. Besides these forces, he will have his own 
corps d'arm^e. With this cavalry General Drouet will be master 
of the field, and may bring together all his detachments to 
march to the assistance of Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, and 
afterwards return to the aid of Astorga. The hospitals and es- 
tablishments ^hich are at Benevento and elsewhere should be 
placed in fortresses or in Yalladolid. 

The above-mentioned troops i^re, no doi;bt, not enough to 
hold every post in Old Castile; but General Drouet, with a 
column of 8000 foot and ^000 horse, will be able without with- 
drawing tft)ops from the most important posts, to prevent Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Almeida from being blockaded, or at any rate to 
raise the blockade. The Prince of Essling must have left several 
thousand horses in his rear, as he was ordered to leave behind 
him the provisional farigades of dragoons. Z ooiint on Qeaenl 
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Drouet's reaching Yalladolid the first week in October, to be ' 
ready to execute the necessary manflBayres. 

You will desire General Drouet, when he leayes Yittoria, to 
order Claparede's division, composed of five provisional demi- 
Itrigades, to start for Yalladolid, as well as the 20th and 7th 
cliasBeurs, and 13th chasseurs, which reached Bayonne on the 
25th. These three regiments will give more than 1500 first-rate 
cavalry. 

With regard to the 2nd division, the two demi-brigades which 
have reached Bayonne, and which have been ordered to repair to 
Yittoria, will be enough to keep the province quiet, and will await 
the arriva] of the other two demi-brigades. 

Dumoutier's brigade, with General Beille's division, rein« 
forced by the 5th provisional regiment, which ought already to be 
incorporated into it, altogether 12,000 men, are more than suifi- 
ci^t to hold Navarre. 

The other two demi-brigades, which are to reach Bayonne 
immediately, will join the two first at Yittoria and reinforce the 
2nd division, which General Drouet may withdraw, as there is 
another division on its way to Biscayf 

SUHMABT. 

General Drouet will set off twenty-four hours after he re- 
ceives your order, which you will send to him by an officer. 
He will immediately set in march for Yalladolid. ^e five dcmi^ 
brigades forming his 1st division, and his six squadrons of 
horse. 

As it passes through Burgos, the 1st division will be joined 
by the battalion of Neufchdtel with its two pieces of cannon. 

Let these orders be given immediately. 

[656.] Nafousok to Bebtbier. 

Fontainebleaa, Sept 89, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Desire tbe Duke of Dalmatia to march directly 
with the 5th corps on La Bomana, so as to hold him in check if 
he should attempt to cross the Tagus, or to attack the rear of the 



nmny of PortagaL L«t the Duke know that the EngUah hare 
weakened themaelyes in Gadia to reinforce their aimy in Porto- 
gal ; that he has more troops than he wants ; that his chief object 
ahoold be to make a dirersion; and that he is to siqiport himsolf 
on the army of PortngaL 

Write to the King that I am forming an army of the oentre, 
which will consist of his guard, and of all the Spanish foot and 
horse; of the 26th regiment of chassenrsy of the Hanorman 
Batch, and Westphalian chassenrs ; of General Lorge's division 
of dragoons, maldng nearly 4000 caralry ; and of two divisions 
of in£uitry, the first composed of the Vrenek regiments in Des- 
solles* division, or, instead of this division, of the battalions in 
the district of the army of the centre, amonnting to 6000 men ; 
and of the 2nd division of the troops of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, also amounting to 6000, which will make either way more 
than 15,000 men ; that it is necessary to form a division of ar- 
tillery to add to this army, that it may be in a condition to pro- 
ceed whithersoever it may be wanted. 

Yon will also tell the King that the Duke of Dalmatia has 
orders to press on the rear*of La Bomana, not to let him cross 
the Tagus, and to hold him in check. 

Let the King and the Duke of Dalmatia know that General 
Drouet is on his way to Yalladolid, with the 9th corps, to take 
the command of the country in the rear of the army of Portugal; 
that General Caffarelli is on his way to Yittoria to take the com- 
mand of the provinces of Biscay and of Santander ; that I am ex- 
pecting to hear of the capture of Tortosa, which will be followed 
by that of Tarragona ; and that we shall then be able to march 
upon Yalencia with 25,000 men. 

[657.] Napoleon to Bebthies. 

FontalneblMQ, Got S, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Send an officer from your Staff to order General 
Suchet to despatch, as best he can, three convoys to Barcelona, 
each of them consisting of 5000 quintals, either in flour or 
corn, to provision the town. The first convoy must arrive in the 
course of the month of November, the second in December, and 
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tte 8rd in January. Yon will also let him know that as 80on aa 
the first convoy has left Aiagon, a aom equivalent to its value 
will be sent to him from Barcelona, towards the pay of his army. 
Tell him likewise that the army of Portugal under the command 
of the Prince of Essling, commenced on the 16th of September 
its march into the interior of Portugal. As soon as Tortosa is 
taken, it must be provisioned, and arrangements made for the 
aege of Tarragona, while, at the same time, detachments are to 
threaten Valencia. The glory of subduing this important pro- 
vince is reserved for General Suchet, after Catalonia has been 
reduced. But above all, it is of the greatest consequence to 
sapply Barcelona well with provisions, that the new garrison 
whieh the Emperor intends to put into it may be able to subsist 
there, and to hold the country in subjection. 



[658.] Nafoueon to BERTmsB. 

Fontainebleaa, Oct 3, 181t). 

My Cousin, — ^I send to you a decree which I have issued, to 
the effect that, in the six governments which I have established 
in Spain, English and colonial goods be seized and confiscated, 
and that all l^e goods which have been taken in prizes or sold by 
my agents, be subject to the duties mentioned in my decrees of the 
5th of August and the 12th of September last. Send a courier to 
the Duke of Dalmatia and the Prince of Essling, and write to 
the King of Spain that all colonial and British goods are to be 
confiscated, imd the others subjected to the tariff. This will give 
considerable funds. 



f 659.] Nafolbon to Berihieb. 

Fontainebletn, Oct ^ 1810. 

Hy Cousin, — ^I approve of the plan for the formation of the 
amy of the centre imder the comand of the King of Spain, with 
General Belliard as Chief of the Staff, and at the same time 
Governor of Madrid, and General DessoUes at the head of the 
{"reach division. I think that you do not allow sufficient cavalry 
^ this oorpa. You deprive them of the four regiments of La- 
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liaiissaje^s diyisiofn and the two regiments bel<nigtng to Mariay^a 
brigade. I think that it will be enoHgh if yon wididraw the two 
regiments belonging to Digeon's brigade, which form part of La- 
houssaje^s division, and are on the other side of the Sierra 
Morena ; and that they mnst be replaced by the two r^imentB 
belonging to Marisy's brigade, which you will put nnder the 
orders of General Lahonssaye. By this means the King will 
have a cavalry division consisting of fonr French regiments. 
This army will, therefore, have 4000 horse, inclnding the royal 
guard ; this number it requires. 

I send you back your plan, that you may return it to me 
with these corrections. You must also divide into districts the 
provinces of Segovia, Avila, Soria, Guadalaxara, part of Estre* 
madura, and the little jHrovinces on towards Aragon. Add like- 
wise Cuen^a. You must also specify in this plan that the march- 
ing squadrons, composed of detachments belonging to the regi- 
ments in Lahoussaye's division, which form part of the army of 
the centre, are to proceed to Madrid ; which will bring up this 
division to 2400 men. The King has 600 men in his guard ; 
with the 1900 light-horse his cavalry will amount to 5000. 

[ 660.] Natolbon to Bektbieb. 

Fontafneblean, Oct 12, tSlO. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Oaffarelli that the first brigade 
of his division, called the division of reserve, will arrive on the 
first of November ; that the 2Dd and 3rd will arrive in succession 
between the 1st and the 10th ; that, as General Drouet cannot 
have too many troops^ I wish him to send on to Yalladolid the 
two first demi*brigades which are at present under his orders : 
he is to keep the two last, which will arrive towards the middle 
of October, to hold the country till his division reaches him ; but 
he will send them also to Yalladolid as soon as he is joined by 
his first brigade. Send him word that I leave it to him to 
hasten or to defer the departure of these corps by a few days, ao- 
cording to the turn of events in Portugal; that the three brigades 
of his division, with General Yattier's brigade of cavalry, make 
alto^ther 10,000 men. Tell him that I expect great firmness oa 
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part in pattiiig down depredation, of which there has heea 
jnnoh. Yon will desire him to set on foot an inquiry into the 
eondoot of Greneral A^ril at Bilbao, and of General Barthdemy 
at Santander. He is even to tell me his opinion of Qeneral 
Thonyenot. He mnst take means of sappressiiig instantly erery 
kind of abnse. Let him know confidentially that I intend to 
amiez Biscay to France ; that it is not to be mentioned, but that 
it mnst influence his conduct. Impart the same secret to Oene- 
ral Beille with respect to Navarre. Desire these two Generals to 
arrest all the military commandants who are guilty of pecnlationi 
to inquire into past abuses, and to haye the funds which were 
collected for the benefit of priyate indiyiduals restored* 

[661.] Napoleon TO BxBTBiXB. 

FontatneblMQ, Oet 25. 1810. 

My Oousin, — The officer whom you send to General Drouet 
mnst go on to Madrid and Seville. He is to take to the Duke 
of Dabnatia news of the army in Portugal, extracted from the 
English newspapers, and orders to attack La Bomana, if it be 
true that he has marched upon Portugal. 

[662.] J^Mmhsxm lo BKarmza. 

FootalnftblMtii, Oot 86, ISlOi 

Sffy Cousin, — ^Bepeat the order to General Beille that he is 
to send back to Madrid the 1st and 2nd marching regiments of 
infantry, which were formed some time ago. Order the 1st 
marching regiment, which was to reach Madrid on the 20th, to 
proceed towards Andalusia. The Duke of Dalmatia is to incor- 
porate this regiment, and may employ the colonel and the offioers 
in his corps* 



[663] NamLbon to BKRiBont. 

FontBl&obleat^ Got 87, ISKk 

My Cousin, — ^Ask the Spanish Ministers in Paris to give you 
a precise statement of the abuses of which they accuse General 
X w Send word to him that I am suxprised at his having 

YoL. XL— r* 
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taken monej whiob was not dne to him ; that he haa taken 16,0M 
francs a-monih, which is more than ihe pay of a marshal com- 
manding an army ; and that the Treasury will prohahly consider 
this snm as not having been legally received. 



[664.] Kapolbon to Berthieb. 

Oct 80, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I send to you a letter from the Spanish Min- 
ister. Let me know what right had General X to change 

the forms of civil government, and why he stops the post. 



[665.] Kapolkon to BEarrmzB. 

Fontalnebleaa, Not. S, 1810. 

My Consul) — I am surprised that General Drouet was still at 
Yalladolid on the 23d. Ton must tell him that I am anxious 
that he should make a diversion to endeavour to re-open commu- 
nications with the Prince of Essling. 

ConVey to him the news which we have from Portugal, that 
Lord Wellington was on the 17th of October with his army at a 
distance of four leagues from Lisbon, and that the Prince of 
Essling was in front of him ; and that on the 18th no battle had 
taken place. • 

Express to General Dorsenne my displeasure at his having 
kept back a detachment of the 27 th light infantry, forming part 
of the marching regiment. Desire him to send this detachment 
as soon as possible to Madrid. 

[666.] Napoleon to Bebtbieb. 

Fontalnebleaa, Not. 8, 1810. 

My Cousin,— I have received General Drouet's letter of the 
22nd of October. His arrangements for re-opening the commu- 
nication with Portugal do not appear to me to be sufficient. 
Bepeat to him the order to go to Almeida, and to collect a con- 
siderable force to be of use to the Prince of Essling, and to com- 
municate with him. He must give a detachment of 6000 men^ 
with six pieces of cannon, to General Gardanne, or to some other 
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general, to reopen the eonunnnieations; and he most place an 
eqnal foroe at Almeida to correspond with General Gardanne. 
The power of oommnnicating with the army of Portugal ia of 
great consequence, in order that our rear may be protected till 
the English have re>embarked. 

Send the ' Moniteur ' of to-day to General Drouet. It con- 
tains news from Portugal extracted from the English newspapers. 

As soon as the English have re-embarked, General Drouet 
will carry his head-quarters to Ciudad Bodrigo. I do not intend 
the 9th corps to be engaged in Portugal unless the English 
maintain themselves there ; and even if this should happen, the 
9th corps must not allow itself to be cut off from Almeida'; it 
must manoBUvre between that town and Coimbra. Make General 
Drouet understand that I am most anxious for news of the army 
of Portugal; that it is important in every point of view; and 
that the communications must be re-established, so that we may 
receive intelligence, if not every day, at least every week. 

Ask General Drouet for a return of all the troops which are 
left in the rear of S6ras' division, and those left by the Prince of 
Essling, cavalry, artillery, and infantry; in short, of all the 
troops in the 6th government. He may withdraw those that he 
has at Avila, and occupy the town with detachments from the 
army of the centre. There are many unembodied men who would 
do for this purpose. Let me have a report on all the country 
oontained in the 6th government. Do not Leon and the country 
between Ciudad Bodrigo and Salamanca form part of it ? 



[ 667.] NAFOiiEON TO Berthieb. 

Fontainebleaii, Not. 8, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Express my satisfaction to General Dorsenne, 
and desire him to take severe measures against the officers who 
have permitted the powder to be stolen. This carelessness must 
be repressed by severe punishment. 



[668.] KipoLEON TO Bbbibikb. 

FonUineblMQ, Not. 9, 1810: 

Mj Coasin, — ^Repeat the order to Navarre that Oeneral 
Bomoatier is to repair with his brigade to Burgos, and to take 
with him the regiment of the Grand Duohy of Berg. 

Reiterate the order to General Dorsenne to keep a strong 
division of at least 8000 men, with artillery and cavalrj, between 
Burgos and Yalladolid, ready to set off, if necessary, to the as- 
sistance of the army of PortngaL 

Order General OaffaareUi to hasten the departure of Conroux% 
division, and of all belonging to General l)rouet's corps, and to 
keep columns of infantry and cavalry in continual motion, to act 
in concert with those of General Beille and of General Dorsenne, 
and drive the banditti far away. 

Repeat the order to General Drouet to proceed to Almeida 
with the brigade of light cavalry belonging to General Foumiery 
Olapar^de's and Conroux^s divisions. General Gardanne's brigade 
of horse, and all other available troops. 

The advanced guard will consist of General Gardanne, with 
his Jirigade, sustained by General Drouet and his corps. They 
will pursue the banditti, re-open the communication, and obtain 
at any price news of the Prince of EssHng, but with a general 
direction not to allow themselv^es to be cut off from us. You 
will let General Drouet know that a division of from 7000 to 
8000 of the guard are to be placed between Burgos and Yalla^ 
dolid, and will support him in case of an emergency ; that it is 
absolutely necessary to obtain news of the army of Portugal, and 
to afford assistance to it. 

Write to General Drouet that, if the squadrons of horse which 
have been ordered to join the army of the centre are still near 
Valladolid, he is to keep them till news is obtained from Por- 
tugal. They will be of great use in keeping ord^r in the environs 
of Valladolid. They will continue their march towards Madrid, 
as soon as the state of the army of Portugal is ascertained. 

[Jn the Emperor^z hand^ Send one of your officers from 
Paris, with orders not to return without news from Portugal* 



[669.] IfAFOLEON TO BkBXHIXB. 

Fontainebleao, Kot. 14^ 1810. 

My Cousin, — Exptess fully to the Duke of Dalmatia my dis- 
pleasure that there is little energy in his operations ; that the 
5th corps, instead of following up La Bomana (who, it appears, 
has sent a detachment to Lisbon), and thus threatening the left 
hank of the Tagns, opposite to Lisbon, and preventing the English 
from assembling their forces on the right bank, has fallen back 
upon Seville ; that the French army is kept in check by mmoors 
tiiat onght to be despised, and that 10,000 wretched Spaniards, 
without steadiness, are defending alone the island of Leon. Tell 
him that there have never been more than three English regi« 
ments at Cadiz, and that th^y are gone to Lisbon ; that, there- 
fore, the whole island of Leon and the fortress are defended only 
tj a Spanish gairison; that I am the more surprised at the 
return of the 5th corps to Seville, as I had given orders to them 
to press close upon the rear of La Romana, and to prevent his 
advancing towards Lisbon; that no progress is made against 
Cadiz; that nothing is attempted against the island of Leon, 
which cannot fall 6f being ill defended, as it is occupied only by 
Spaniards. I am sorry to see that there is no vigour whatever 
in the military operations in that quarter. 

[ €70.] Kafoueor to B ufrmjtiL 

Fantainebleaa, Hofr. 15, 1810. 

My Cousin, — ^I wrote to you on the changes to be made in 
the squadrons of the gendarmerie in Spain. On thinVipg oyer 
the matter, I prefer making these changes myself. 

The Minister of War will send to you the decree which I 
have issued. I, however, annex a copy, in order that you may 
gain two days. Despatch this decree to General Buquet, and 
otder him to proceed in this organisation without delay. Pre- 
sdTihe the numher df mdn which each governor is to furnish. 
Propose to me a safe man to command this legion, either a colonel 
taken from the gendarmerie d'Mite, or one of the excellent 
soldiers whom we knew when we were with the army. Some of 
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the gendermarie d'^lite in Spam maj be made qoartennaBteni 
bj way of promotioiL Consult General Dorosnel; be will point 
out tbe men whom General Baqnet may take, if he requires 
them. 



[671.] KAFOUficuf TO BwimnEB. 

Puta|Noy.90,18ia 

My Oousin, — ^You will find annexed an extract from the last 
English newspapers. You will feel the importance of despatch* 
ing a staff offioer to General Drouet to tell him that on the 1st 
of November no battle had taken place ; that the left of the 
French army was at Villa Franca, and the right at Torres Yedras, 
and that the British army is in position at four leagues from 
Lisbon ; that 10,000 militia occupy Coimbra, and intercept the 
road ; that cavalry is of scarcely any use ; that he must, there- 
fore, beware of sending dmall detachments, but that he must 
employ a larger corps in re-opening the communication with the 
Prince of Essling ; that for the rest I depend upon his prudence 
not to allow himself to be cut off from Almeida. 

It seems from the English newspapers that between the 10th 
and 15th of October the garrison in Ooimbra allowed itself to 
be surprised, and 1500 sick and wounded to be taken prisoners. 

Repeat the orders which I gave lately to Generals Caffarelli, 

'Dorsenne, and Beille, to assemble the guard at Burgos, and to 

send to General Drouet all the troops which belong to him. 

Desire General Kellcrmann not to keep back Gonroux's division, 

but to allow it to proceed towards Salamanca. 

Let me know on what day the frisiliers of my guard reach 
Bayonne. I wish them to have a day's rest there. 

The detachments which are at the camp of Marrac are to 
join their companies. Write to the Duke of Dalmatia to let him 
know what the English say of the army of Portugal, and to im- 
press upon him the importance of making a diversion in its 
favour. 



[672.] Napoubon to Bbbthxkb. 

Paris, Not. S9, ISia 

My Cousin, — I send you some extracts from the English 
newspapers. Send a memorandum of them to the Duke of Dal- 
matia, and express to him my displeasure at his inaotiyity, and 
at the amount of the Spanish divisions at Lisbon. 



[673.] KAFOLkoir to Bsbthiicb. 

Paris, Koy. S8, 18ia 

My Cousin, — Order all the goods of English manu&oture, 
fieiied in any of the towns in Spain occupied by my troops, to be 
bwnt without delay. 



[673.*] Napoleon to Bsbthieb. 

Paris, Deo. 8, 1810. 

My Cousin, — Write to General Beille that I have ordered 
6 chefe-de-bataiUon, 10 captains, 15 lieutenants, and 15 ensigns 
to be sent to him. Let him know that I regret the loss of a 
convoy of powder ; that these things ought not to occur ; that 
convoys should be sent only twice a-week, or once if need be, and 
Bhonld be composed always of men joining their regiments, 
couriers, &c., with the addition of troops enough to carry the 
numbers of the escorts to 500 ; that I desire that this rule be 
adhered to, that I may never again hear of a convoy being inter- 
cepted. Write the same thing to General Caffarelli, and say that 
he is to despatch his couriers regularly thrice a^week, from Tolosa 
to Navarre, from Iran to Burgos, and from Yittoria to Bilbao, 
BO escorted as to be safe. Powder, money, unembodied men 
leaving the hospitals, are all to wait for the departure of the 
convoys. We shall then hear no more of these accidents, now so 
frequent. Write in the same sense to Generals Buquet, Dor- 
Bemie, and Kellermann. 
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[674.] Nafoubon to Bkwth i kk . 

Pmta. Bee. 18. 1810. 

My Oonsin, — Let me know if it be tme that merinos are 
exported from San Sebastian for America. Order General 
Thoavenot to forbid this, and to send them to France. Order 
the commandant of Burgos to allow the Bishop of Calahorra to 
pass and to receive him as bishop. 

[675.] NapolAon to Bebtbies. 

Pttris, Deo. 16, 18ia 

My Ooasin, — How is it that the gendarmes in Santander, 
BiiMay, and Aragon are not paid ? Write to Generid Ga&relli 
respecting Biscay and Santander, and to General Snehet respect^ 
ing Aragon, to take measures for paying them immediately. 
Gendarmes must be paid before any others. 

[676<] NAFOiiBoir to Bbbthixb. 

Paris, Dec 8«, 1810. 

My Oousin,— -Send off to-night an express to Bayonne, and 
let General Foy know that we have news from London of the 
22nd, from which it appears that up to the 3rd of December 
the Prince of Essling continued to occupy Santarem ; that there 
have been some skirmishes with the advanced guard, in whieh 
the English were repulsed ; that Lord Wellington has resumed 
his position near Lisbon; that Silveyra boasts of having suc- 
ceeded in an attack upon General Gardanne's advanced guard; 
that it seems from the details given by Silveyra that his force 
was inconsiderable ; and that, if General Gardanne had continued 
to march upon him, large magazines of corn and biscuit would 
have been exposed to us. 

Send three copies of the ' Moniteur ' of to-day to General 
Foy ; it contains the news received from London yesterday : and 
tell him that the * Moniteur * of to-morrow will be sent to him, 
with some articles in it bearing reference to these details, and 
also to the Begency in London, which is not without some in- 
fluenpe on the affairs of our army. 



JAV.M. smacART. jjfi 



CHAPTER XVIL 

Thb letters contained in this chapter extend from the 16ih of 
January to the Slat of December, 1811. 

Napoleon passed this year, as he had passed the preyions one, 
within ihe French empire. 

The annexation of the Hanse Towns and of Oldenburg to 
France, and the increasing disputes with Russia, were the prin^ 
cipal events connected with the North of Europe. 

In Spain, Napoleon was preparing to annex to France the 
provinces to the north of the Ebro, and was striving to seize and 
to apply to the use of his own army the whole resources of the 
remainder of the country. 

The soffenngs and the terror inspired by these measures, the 
constantly increasing influence of Lord Wellington and his army, 
and the jealousies and insubordination of the French generals, 
convinced Joseph that his cause was hopeless. He spent the 
year in fruitless attempts to escape from his uneasy throne. 



[677.] Kapolbon to Bebthies. 

Parte, Jao. le, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I approve of your draft of the instructions for 
the Duke of Istria. Send them on to him, as well as my decree, 
which you are to consider as having been signed, and which you 
are to transmit to the Minister of War. Let Greneral Lecamus 
join the Duke of Istria without delay. The Duke of Istria may 
act exactly as he thinks best; he may concentrate his hoq>ita]a 



BBLLXABD. Our. 

ftnd magaxmes ; in short, whatever the good of my serrioe r6« 
quires. You will authorise him to correspond with the King of 
Spain, the Duke of Dalmatia, Generals Sachet and Drouet, and 
the Prince of Essling, that he may know what they are about. 
Tell him that, if General Droaet's corps returns to Spain, he is 
to oonmiand it, and that in unforeseen events he is to support the 
army of Portugal 

[678.] Napoleon to Bebihieb. 

Paris, Jan. 17, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Let the King of Spain know that, having given 
the government of Madrid to General Belliard,* who has coDr 
tinned to serve me well, I do not choose that it should be taken 
from him, nor, above all, that it should be given to an officer who 
is not in the service of France ; that, if it be true that the King 
has deprived General Belliard of the government of Madrid, he 
must restore it to him without delay ; that this is my fi)rmal 
order ; that generally speaking I do not intend any French troops 
to be under the command of officers in the Spanish service. 

[679.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Parifl, Feb. 8» 1811. 

My Cousin, — I think that you ought to send the * Moniteur ' 
of to-day to the Duke of Dalmatia, to the DuJke of Treviso, to 
General Belliard, to the Duke of Istria, and to the comlnandant 
of Ciudad Bodrigo and Almeida. When you send the ' Moni- 
teur ' to the Duke of Istria, tell him that he will find in it the 
latest news from Portugal, apparently of the 13th ; that things 
seem to be turning out well ; that, if Badajoz was taken in the 
course of the month of January, the Duke of Dalmatia may have 
marched upon the Tagus, and assisted the Prince of Essling in 
establishing a bridge ; that it is therefore of great consequence to 
make all the arrangements which I ordered, so that General 

* Napoleon had appointed General Belliard chief of the staff ci the aimy 
of the centre. Joseph thereupon depziyed him of the government of Madrid 
and gave it to General Blaniac — Tn. 



I>Foiiet with his two diTisioiui may be at the dlBposal of the 
Prince of Essling. Write at the same time to inform the Duke 
of Dahnatia of the position of the Duke of Istria, and to reiterate 
to him the order to assist the Prince of Essling in crossing the 
Tagos; tell him that I hope that Badajoz was taken in the 
oonrse of the month of Jannary, and that he joined the Prince 
of Essling on the Tagos towards the 20th of Jannaiy ; that, if 
necessary, he may withdraw troops from the 4th corps ; that, in 
short, everything turns upon the Tagus. 

[680.]] Kafoleon to Bebthieb. 

Paris, Much 8, 1811. 

My Cousin, — There are three millions at Burgos and two 
Bullions at Yalladolid ; the two millions which are at Yalladolid 
are intended for the army of Portugal, as weU as one of the three 
millions which are at Burgos. Order the Duke of Istria to 
collect the three millions intended for the army of Portugal, and 
to send them as soon as that army appears to have decided either 
to proceed towards the Alentejo or to return upon Coimbra. 
Everything inclines me to think that by this time the decision 
has been made. One of the other two millions at Burgos is 
intended for the army of Madrid ; order the Duke of Istria to 
send it thither. The other million was intended for the army 
of the South, but it is less needed there. I authorise the Duke 
of Istria to dispose of 500,000 fr. in paying the detachments from 
the army of Portugal which are in the provinces of Salamanca, 
and to send the other 500,000 to Madrid for the use of the army 
of the Centre. 



[ 681.] Nafoleok to Bebthieb. 

Paris, Mareh % 1811. 

My Cousin, — Order three millions to be sent from Bayonne 
to Burgos. 500,000 fr. are to be distributed among the regi- 
ments in the province of Santander, and the other districts 
beloliging to the army of the North which are most in want of 
m<mey, particularly paying in frdl the gendarmes. You will set 
apart 1,500,000 fr. for the army of Portugal, which, with the 
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8.600,000 fir. whioh I have already ordered you to send ifaiihery 
will make m the whole fire millions. Send one milli<m to the 
army of the Centre, and take this money from the funds of the 
armies of Spain and Portugal of 1810. 

Let me know what is owing by the Treasury for the year 1810 
and for the present year. 

[682.] Nafolbon to Berthieb. 

Paris, Mtfch 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I beg of you to write a private letter to General 
Suchet to express to him my satisfaction at his good conduct in 
the last campaign ; tell him that I expect great things from his 
seal in pushing forward the siege of Tarragona. This town 
taken, he will hare conquered Catalonia. The oflEiccr whom you 
send must tell him verbally that in Tarragona he will find his 
marshal's baton. Write to him that he will have 40,000 men 
under his command ; that with so large an army he may leave 
behind him troops enough to hold Aragon and threaten Valencia, 
while he lays siege to Tarragona. I agree with him that Va- 
lencia will fall of itself. It is there that the armies of Aragon and 
of Catalonia will find the rewards of their labours. 



[683.] Kapoijeon to Bebtheeb. 

Paris, March 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Write to the King of Spain that his aide-de- 
camp, Clermont Tonnerre, brought me favourable news as to 
Valencia, but that unhappily it is not confirmed ; that it seems 
however from the last reports, that there is much disturbance in 
the town; that General Suchet asks for 30,000 men and 40 
pieces of artillery to subdue it ; but that at present Tarragona is 
the chief object, and must be taken first of alL 



[684.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Paris, March 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the King o ' Spain that Greneral La- 
houssaye was very wrong to put iumself into communication with 
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the Duke of Balnuitia ; that we hare no newB of the armj of the 
South ; that we know only from the English newBpi^n that on 
the 2dth of January Ballesteros was entirely defeated by Cknerai 
Gazan; that the troops ought not to have been sent towards 
Cuenga, but towards Portugal, where the most important events 
are being decided. 



[685.] Napoueon to Bskthieb, 

Paria, March 9, 181t 

My Cousin, — The goyemment of Aragon will be increased 
hy tbe proyinces of Tortosa, Lerida, and Tarragona, and by the 
country which lies to the west of a line drawn from the tower 
of Garraf, on the saa-coast, crossing the pass of Ordal, following 
the course of the Noya as far as Horra, that of the Llobregat to 
the Segra, and from thence along the frontiers of the proyinces 
of Lerida to the Nognera, which will separate, as it formerly did, 
the two goyernments as far as the Pyrenees. You will inform 
Generivl Suchet of this arrangement, and tell him that all the 
troops belonging to the army in seryice in Catalonia are imme- 
diately ta pass uader his orders, — thILt is to say — the 7th of the 
line, the 42nd of the line, the 1st light iufautry, and the 10th 
of the line, the Italian and Neapolitan diyisiond, the 24th dra- 
goons, the dragoons of Napoleon, and the Royal chasseurs. He 
will leaye under the command of the Dake of Taranto the 29th 
chasseurs, the battalion of the 93rd of the line, the battalion of 
the Orand Duchy of Berg, ai^d a company of artillery ; this de- 
tachment will proceed to Barcelona to reinforce the garrison, and 
to form part of the army of Catalonia, of which the head-quarters 
will bo at Barcelona. 

The squadron of the 24th dragoons, and the Italian and Nea- 
politan detachments of the corps belonging to the army of Ara- 
gon which are in Upper Catalonia or Barcelona, will rejoin their 
corps as soon as they can do so with safety. The army of Qata- 
Ionia is to occupy Montserrat, and to besiege Cardona, Berga, 
and Urgel ; it is the business of the army of Aragon to lay si^ge 
to T^rnif onl^ Oeneral Sucl^et and the Duke of Tarftnto will 
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oonsult together respeoting the maroh of the Duke and his de- 
tachment towards Baroelona. They will see whether it be 
better for all the division of the army of Catalonia, which is on 
active service, or a part of it, to move, either to take final posses- 
sion of Montserrat and drive the enemy back upon Tarragona, 
or, if this is not considered to be absolutely necessary, to protect 
the re-entrance of the Duke of Taranto's detachment into Barce- 
lona. In the latter alternative the Duke of Taranto vrill threaten 
Montserrat with an attack, to keep in the enemy and prevent his 
disturbing the siege of Tarragona. You will consult with the 
Minister of War as to the means of your each sending an officer 
carrying a duplicate order ; one by way of Pampeluna, and the 
other by way of Jaca. 

The officer sent by the Minister of War will carry both your 
orders and his ; he will go first to General Suchet, whose orders 
he will deliver ; he will not proceed to deliver those of the Duke 
of Taranto until he is directed to do so by General Suchet. 
The officer whom you send by the other road with duplicates of 
your orders and those of the minister, will likewise proceed first 
to General Suchet, who will give him directions as to the day 
and hour he is to reach Lerida. 

I wish General Suchet to join the army soon after the arrival 
of this officer. You must choose intelligent officers who under- 
stand their duty, so that, in case of General Suchet's absence, or 
even death, they may deliver no order to the Duke of Taranto, 
if they have not seen General Suchet. You are aware of the 
importance of not leaving the army of Catalonia without a gene- 
ral, and of giving General Suchet such instructions that he may 
be able to direct the whole operation. 

Desire General Suchet to set about the siege of Tarragona 
immediately; he will choose his line of occupation either by 
Lerida or by Mora, and fortify the intermediate posts. It seems 
to me to be of great importance to intrench that of Mont Blanc 
thoroughly. He will provision largely the Col Balaguer, and 
consider whether he had better provide himself with some boats 
on the sea. I leave it to him to compose his divisions as he 
pleases, mixing the troops of the army of Catalonia with those of 
the army of Aragon. 
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The eaptnre of Tarragona will crown Hie glory obtained bj 
Ckneral Sachet in this oampaigny and will give him new claimB 
upon me. 

[,686.] NAPOLEoar to Clabke. 

Paris, Msreh 9, 1811. 

M. le Duo de Peltre, — 1 send to you the Duke of Taranto's 
report upon the state of affairs in Catalonia. 

He has not advanced the war in that province by a single 
step. He does not appear to be acquainted with the system to be 
observed among mountains. The marches which he has forced 
his army to make across a difficult country, and without a well- 
concerted plan of operations, must have fatigued his troops with- 
out a hope of advantage. 

If latterly he had marched without hurry from Lerida to 
Tarragona, and establishing fortified posts all along the Mont 
Blanc road, he would have reached Beuss, and been safe against 
the efforts of the insurgents. 

I approve, however, of the principal measures which he 
proposes. 

[The beginning of the last letter to Berthier is here repeated, 
with the exception of the following two passages.] 

The 102nd of the line, and all the detachments belonging to 
the 93rd and to the other regiments at Barcelona, will be added 
to the garrison, which will then amount to 8000 men. 

When Montserrat is taken, a garrison of from 1000 to 1200 
men must be properly entrenched and established there. 

[687.] Nafoubx>n to Berthier. 

Paris, March 10, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Despatch orders to the army of the Centre to 
send its detachments to establish a communication with the Duke 
of Dalmatia by way of Merida, and to obtain news of his opera- 
tions. Write at the same time to the Duke of Istria to send a 
circular to aU the generals in the district of the army of the 
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North to put them on their guard againBt the news and the ridi- 
cnloos reports which are brought to them ; they ought to kom 
that they are viotims of the impostures of the English, Porto- 
gaese, and SpaniardsL 



[688.] Nafox^bon to Clarkb. 

Pirli, Mvch 10, 1811. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I retom to you General Baragnay 
d'Hilliers' letters. Send an officer to hiuL It is not yet time to 
let him know of the changes which I have made in Catalonia, as 
it would not be proper for the Duke of Taranto to hear of them 
indirectly ; but you must send word to him that, as soon as Gen- 
eral Quesnel reaches Puycerda and attacks the fortress of Urgel, 
the enemy^s attention will be drawn in that direction ; that he 
must occupy the positions of Olot and Vice, reconnoitre the other 
positions which should be occupied in order to keep up effectually 
the communication with Barcelona ; that the enemy is about to be 
hard pressed at Tarragona, and threatened at Urgel; that he 
must prevent the enemy from establishing himself between Puy- 
cerda and the valleys of the Segra and Girona; that for this 
purpose Olot, RipoU, and Yioo must be occupied, and one or two 
posts between Barcelona and the castle of Hostalrioh fortified 
and loopholed ; these forts should be placed towards Granoller, 
where the two roads of Vice and Hostalrich meet ; that if Gen- 
eral Baragnay d^Hilliers is able to occupy GranoUer and Yico^ 
he will be in communication with Barcelona, and he may execute 
a combined movement with the garrison : in this case it will be 
useless to send the 102nd to Barcelona, as the same effect will be 
produced ; but that for this purpose, as soon as he reaches Vice 
and GranoUer, he must begin to turn up the ground and to loop- 
hole the houses, in which he should place a few pieces of cannon, 
and in short take every precaution to protect himself against the 
banditti and other enemies. Tell him that it is the duty of the 
officer whom you send to him to bring back his opinion on this plan, 
and on the means of accomplishing it and of preventing the enemy's 
establishment between the Oerdagna and Girona; also his opinion 
whether it be adyiaable to oooupy Olot and Bipoll with our forces, 
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and to place them at Yico and Granoller, so as to send detach- 
ments of between 200 and 300 men to commtmicate with Barce- 
lona; it being always understood that the colnmns of Yico and 
GranoUer will make sorties in concert with the garrison of 
Barcelona whenever the enemy presents himself. 

Tell him that these operations will become easy when Qaes- 
nel's division reaches Puycerda, Tarragona is invested, and the 
army re-enters Catalonia (for I do not consider it as in Catalonia 
when it is at Lerida on the other side of the mountains) ; that 
all these dispositions will contribute greatly to the subjection of 
the country ; but that in order to obtain this result he must for- 
tify himself so strongly that detachments of 50 or 60 men, if 
they have guns, will be exposed to no attack ; that this is done 
in the interior of Spain, and succeeds everywhere ; that he has 
sappers and miners and artillery, and that he may immediately 
fortify Yico and the other posts which he thinks fit to occupy. 

That this plan presents more advantages than that of rein^ 
forcing Barcelona, especially as the troops which he sends thither 
may occupy posts on the road and in advance of the town. 

[689.] Napoleon to Clarkb. 

St Cloud, March 12, 1811 

H. le Duo de Feltre, — Send word to Marshal Macdonald 
that it would be of great use if, without endangering the block- 
ade of Figu^ras, he could march towards Barcelona to scour the 
country, advance upon Yico, and disperse the bands which lire 
collecting there, and endeavour to take Montserrat, or, if he cou" 
siders it imprudent to attack, at any rate to threaten it, and make 
a diversion in favour of Tarragona. He should be accompanied 
by a corps of from 5000 to 6000 men, to which, if he pleases, he 
may add the squadron of the 20th which is at Mont Louis. But 
that the chief thing is to keep up the blockade of Figu^ras; that 
I intrust it to his care, and that I conclude that he has forced the 
English, who had effected a partial landing, to re-embark- 

YoL. n.— 8* 
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[690.] Napouooh to Bxstbxeb. 

Fkr!8,Mwe1ilC18tl. 

My Cotunn, — Impress upon the King of Spain the necessity 
of sending to Seville all the detachments of the 4th, 5th, and 1st 
corps which are in the district of his army ; let him know that 
this is indispensable, and that General Lahonssaye most rest his 
army on the left bank of the Tagos, to put himself in commu- 
nication with the Duke of Dalmatia. 



[691.] Napolboit to Josspeu 

PariB, March SO^ 1811. 

Monsieur mon Fr^re, — I hasten to announce to your Majesty 
that the Empress, my dear wife, has just been safely delivered of 
a prince, who at his birth received the title of King of Rome. 
Your Majesty's constant a£fection towards me convinces me that 
you will share in the satisfaction which I feel at an event of such 
importance to my family and to the welfare of my subjects. 

This conviction is very agreeable to me. Your Majesty is 
aware of my attachments, and cannot doubt the pleasure witk 
which I seize this opportunity of repeating the assurances of the 
sincere esteem and friendship with which I am, &c. &>c. 



[692.] Nafoleoh to Joseph. 

Paris, March so, 1811.* 

This evening at eight o'clock the child is to be privately 

baptized. As I do not intend the public christening to take place 
for the next six weeks, I shall intrust General Defrance, my 
equerry, who will be the bearer of this letter, with another in 
which I shall ask you to stand godfather to your nephew. 

[ 693.] NAPOLBoir to Bbbteoes. 

March 80, 1811. 

The chief of the staff will take 200 copies of to-morrow's 
' Moniteur,' and send them off before 10 p.m. by an extraordinary 

* Tlus Utter begiiiB by some saxgical detaib as to the birtb of the <Afi^ 
whioh I have not thought worth Inmdstion.—- Tb. 
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express, inih orders that ihej may be despatched from Bayonne 
to Spain, likewise by a special courier. 

The Prince of Neofoh&tel will transmit 50 copies of the 
' Monitenr ' to the comnumdant of Bayonne, who will give 25 
to Gasabianca as he passes through, and will send some to General 
Keille in Nayarre. 

The Prince of Neufch&tel will send the remaining 150 copies 
to the Duke of Istria, who will pass some on to Madrid and to 
the army of Portugal, and will distribute them all oyer Spain. 



[e94.j Napoleon to Bebthikb. 

[Undftted.] 

DESPATCHES AND nrSTRUCTIONS TO BB SENT TO THE DUKE OF 

DALKATIA. 

The Prince of Neufchitel will write by this express, and will 
send a duplicate by the officer whom he is to despatch to-morrow, 
to explain to the Duke of Dalmatia the state of affairs since the 
capture of Badajoz ; and he will also tell him that I was sorry 
to see the disasters which happened to the 1st corps before 
Cadiz ; * that I cannot approye of the dispositions which he made 
in that quarter; that these misfortunes would not haye occurred, 
and that the siege of Cadiz would not haye run such risks, if, on 
leaying Estremadura, the Duke of Dalmatia had placed Godinot's 
diyision and General Sebastiani's corps under the command of 
the Duke of Belluno ; that by this means he would haye had six 
French and three Polish regiments, that is to say an extra force 
of nearly 20,000 men ; that when he found himself threatened 
by the landing at Algesiras, by ordering 8000 men from General 
Sebastiani^s corps and a brigade of General Godinot's to join 
him he would haye had three times as many troops as he wanted ; 
that the only two posts worth holding during the expedition to 
Estremadura were SeyiUe and Cadiz ; that all the hospitals should 
haye been collected within Seyille ; that, besides, a third part of 
the 4th corps would haye been more than enough to keep at a 

• The bfttile of Banrosa, fonght on the 5th of Haroh, 1811.— Tb. 
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diftanoe sach troops as those in Mnrcia, and generally to hold 
the whole of that country. 

The Duke of DalmatiA has 60,000 men under his orders ; he 
might have given up 30,000 to the Duke of Belluno, and yet hare 
had more troops than he wanted hefore Badajos. The mania of 
attempting, in a moment of difficulty, to hold every point may 
be productive of great misfortunes. The Emperor is displeased 
that, whilst the siege of Cadis ran great risks of being raised, the 
12th, 32nd, 58th, and 43rd, altogether a division of more than 
8000 men, were scattered about in posts of trifling importance. 

The six Polish battalions and General S^narmont's light 
horse were more than enough to watch that side ; and thus the 
four French regiments and Oount Milhaud's division of cavalry 
would have been available for sustaining the siege of Cadiz. On 
the other hand, General Godinot's two regiments, consisting of 
six battalions, were perfectly idle and useless in their can- 
tonments. 

The chief merit of a general lies in the proper dispo^tion of 
his troops. His Majesty sees with regret that on this occasion 
the proper dispositions were not made. His Majesty desires 
that all the hospitals may be collected within the walls of Seville, 
in order that, although the country may be generally occupied 
for the purpose of obtaining food and other resources, it still may 
be possible, in an emergency, to assemble the troops and hold only 
a few citadels. 

Neither does His Majesty approve of the decision which has 
been taken of holding Olivenza ; it should be blown up and the 
fortifications destroyed. As to Badajoz, everything depends upon 
the possibility of victualling it : if it can be done quickly, and for 
six months, the town should be kept; if not, only the citadel 
must be preserved, and the fortifications of the town must be 
blown up. 

The Emperor has ordered all the men belonging to the 51st 
and 55th regiments which are at present with the army of the 
Centre to marqh immediately towards Andalusia. The Emperor 
has given similar orders with respect to the 5000 men, both 
foot and horse, belonging to the army of the South, which 
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are at present with the army of the Centra I transmit 
Majesty's orders positively, in order that they may he executed 
without delay. At the same time I order the Duke of Istria to 
send to you 8000 in&ntry and 2000 cavalry, also helonging to 
the army of the South, which are at present under his command. 

These reinforcements will repair all losses, and reinstate the 
army of the South in a suitahle position. Besides these, in the 
course of the next fortnight another corps of 6000 men, belong- 
ing to the army of the South, will. join it. As soon as these 
dispositions are made, the Duke of Dalmatia must prepare him- 
self for resisting an attack from the British army ; and, when the 
time comes, for marching upon Lisbon with 30,000 men, whilst 
the army of Portugal advaaces upon the town in another direc- 
tion with 60,000. But this aggresive movement is adjourned till 
the North of Portugal is brought into order.* .... Goimbra 
will continue to be the head-quarters of the army of Portugal ; 
Oporto will be occupied by a detachment. The strength of this 
army amounts to 60,000 men under arms ; its orders are to fight 
Lord Wellington if he advances on Coimbra ; to harass and to 
threaten him incessantly towards Lisbon, in order to prevent his 
sending large detachments against Andalusia. Lord Wellington 
has only 32,000 English under his command; he can therefore 
send detachments of only 8000 or 9000 men with between 5000 
and 6000 Portuguese. A body of 15,000 men, consisting of 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery, in good condition, and belonging 
to the best regiments, must be always kept at Badajoz, so that, 
if the. English should make the slightest movement in that direc- 
tion, the Duke of Dalmatia may march thither with 8000 or 
10,000 men, and assemble between 25,000 and 30,000 in Estre- 
madura. In this emergency only a corps of observation should 
be left at Granada, which should be under the orders of the Duke 
of Bdlluno. 

The Duke of Dalmatia should correspond with the Prince of 
Essling and the army of the Centre by way of Madrid. The 
King should always keep a body of 6000 men (cavalry, and 

• IIlegible.-*£Du 
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artillery) between the TagoB and Badajoi, ready to jcm the Duke 
of Dalmatia's corpe if the English move on Andalnsia. Bat, 
for tluB purpose, the country must be entirely deared, the hespi- 
tab collected in Seville, and Cadiz, Seville, and Badajoi the osly 
posts held; keeping at the same time a corps of observation at 
Oranada. In this case the Doke of Bellnno would have the 
command « of the troops remaining at Seville, of those before 
Oadii, and of the corps of observation towards Granada, whilst 
the Doke of Dalmatia commands the corps which is to oj^pose 
the English. He will likewise have xmder his orders the divisioii 
of the army of the Centre, and will thus be able to assemble 
80,000 or 86,000 men. The siege of Cadis ought to be pushed 
on with the utmost vigour ; the requisite number of men may be 
placed there, with a better distribution. The 51st and 55tii 
should be replaced by the regiments which have suffered most at 
Cadis ; some French regiments belonging to Sebastiani's divisioa 
Aould be changed. In short, the Duke of Dalmatia, having witli 
him the division of the army of the Centre, would have 85,000 
men to resist 80,000 English, supposing Lord Wellington to 
march upon him with the whole of his army ; but this suppo- 
sition is impossible, as the Prince of Essling would then march 
upon Lisbon, and the English would be placed between two firesi 
and cut off from their base of operations. The Prince of Essling 
will remain at Coimbra, and threaten Lisbon, which will be at- 
tacked after the harvest by 70,000 men belonging to the army of 
Portugal, and by all the troops which can be procured from 
Andalusia to manoeuvre, according to circumstances, upon Bada- 
joK, and the Tagus. These 100,000 men, resting on Coimbra and 
Badajoz, will accomplish the conquest of Portugal, an event 
which will have serious consequences for the English. 

The Prince of Neufch&tel will annex to this despatch a re- 
turn of the detachments which are ordered to join the army of 
the South. In two days the duplicate of this order will be taken 
by one of the Prince of Nenfchfttel's officers. 
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MISSION OF GENERAL MONTHIOK TO BATONNB. 

The Prince of Nenfoh&tel is to send OaoerBl Monthion to 
establish a stafl^offiee at Bayoime. General Monthion will oobh 
Baand the dapartment and the different dep6t8. C^eneral BoiFia 
will return to Bonrdeanx. General Monthion will appoint agents 
to ascertain what officers pass through, and will send on the news 
which they bring, if it be interesting, by an extraordinary ex* 
press, 80 as if possible to precede their arrival in Paris by 24 
hours. 

General Monthion will manage all the details relating to the 
departure of money and of convoys ; he will send off as many 
extraordinary couriers as he pleases. The Prince of Neufchitel 
will give notice of this to Count Lavaletie.* I wished to dimi- 
nish the nnmber of expresses traversing Spain, because their 
frequency fatigued the escorts, but between Bayoime and Paris 
there are not the same objections. General Monthion will cor- 
respond regularly with Generals Oaffiirelli, Thouvenot, and Beille^ 
and with the Duke of Istria. 



DESPATCH FOB THE KING OF SPAIN. 

The chief of the 8taff will send a despatch to the King of 
Spain, to acquaint him with the existing position of the armies 
of the South and of Portugal, and with that which I have ordered 
them to assume ; he will inform the King that, if the EDglidi 
advance upon Badajoz, the army of the Centre must send a di- 
vision thither, or even as far as Cordova, to support the army of 
the South if it should be attackd by Lord Wellington. The 
Prince of Neufch&tel will let the King know how much money 
has been sent to the army of the Centre, and the amount which 
is to follow. 

* The Postmarter-GeneraL— Tb. 
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DESPATCH FOB OEKEBAL 8EBASTIANI. 

The Prince of Nenfchfttel will write to (General Sebastiazu 
that I am displeased at his keeping 16,000 of my best troops 
doing nothing ; that what has happened at Cadiz is his fiialt; that 
he commanded the army of observation, and that it was his dnty 
to protect the besieging army. 

SUFFLEMSNT TO THB DUKE OF DALMATIA's DESPATCH. 

The Prince of Neufchdtel will, as soon as possible, let me 
have a memorandum of all the rewards for which the Duke of 
Balmatia asks, and which appear to be just, that they may be sent 
off in a few days ; and, in the mean while, he will write word to 
the duke that he will soon receive them. The Prince of Neuf- 
diitel will also announce to the Duke of Dalmatia the arrival of 
several marching regiments, commanded by lieutenant-colonels^ 
to whom he may give vacant regiments. 

The Prince of Neufch^tel will tell the Duke of Dalmatia that 
a company of 80 men belonging to the 1st regiment of foot- 
artillery is at Cordova, and that several other artillery companies 
are scattered in the same way ; that they must be assembled to 
be sent to Cadiz. 

FEESH REINFORCEMENTS FOR THE ARMY OF THE SOUTH. 

The Prince of Neufch&tel will order the whole of the 29th 
chasseurs to join the army of the South ; this order must be pe- 
remptory, and the Duke <)f Dalmatia will be advised to despatch 
this regiment towards liadajoz to strengthen his cavalry against 
the Ei glish. The Prince of Neufchsltel will order the 8th com- 
pany of the 7th artillery, which is at Guadalaxara, the 7th compa- 
ny of the 3rd artillery at Segovia, the company of tLe 6th regiment 
which is at Madrid, the 2nd company of the 2nd battalion of 
eappdrs and miners at Madrid, and the 3rd company of the train 
of engineers, composed of 70 soldiers and 63 horses, also at 
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Madrid, to proceed to Andalusia to reinforce the army of the 
Soath. The Prioce of Neufch^tel trill let me know whether there 
are at Bayonne any companies of artiUory, whioh may likewise 
be sent to Andalusia. 



[695.] Nafolbon to Bkrihibb. 

Parla, April 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — I wish you to send off this evening Senator 
Lecoulteuz's son, aide-de-camp to the Prince of Essling ; he will 
take with him several copies of the ' Moniteur ' of to-day ad- 
dressed to the Prince of Essling, to the Duke of Istria, and to 
General Caffarelli. Tell the Prince of Essling that an express 
has been intercepted, and it is to be feared that it contained des- 
patches from him, since between those which Colonel Pelet 
brought, and the one written from Guarda, none have been re- 
ceived from him. 

Tou will send the Prince of Essling by his aide-de-camp a 
duplicate of yesterday^s despatch ; you will let him know that I 
have given the command of the 1st division of the 6th corps to 
General Foy ; that therefore there is no occasion to appoint Gene- 
ral Maucune general of division ; that he should arm Almeida as 
8oon«as possible, since it appears that it would take a long time to 
destroy the place and to remove the artillery. 

Desire him to hasten the departure of General Drouet and his 
corps for Andalusia, and let them take the shortest road : this is 
important, for it is to be feared that the English will use their 
utmost endeavours to raise the siege of Cadiz. He must take 
measures to protect Almeida and Ciudad Eodrigo, and, on the 
other side, communicate with Madrid and Seville, in order to com- 
bine operations with the army of Andalusia, and to afford it assist- 
ance. 

Send word by the same officer to the Duke of Istria to hasten 
the departure of all the provisional regiments which are intended 
for Andalusia, as Jt seems that the enemy is turning all his efforts 
in that direction. Reiterate my orders with respect to the ex- 
presses. You will send * Moniteurs ' to Madrid and to the Duke 
of Dalmatia. You will let it be known at Madrid that it is neces- 

Vol. II.— 8* 
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suy to oommunicate with the Prince of EasUng; that he was at 
Guarda on the 27th, extending his left flank towards Alcantara ; 
that he is in want of powder, ammunition, and provisions, which 
must he sent to him, if possible, by way of Alcantara and Placencia. 

You will let General Belliard know that we are waiting im- 
patiently for news from Andalusia ; that the 3rd corps, under the 
orders of General Suchet, has received a reinforcement of 16,000 
men ; that in the course of the month of May, General Suchet in- 
tends to commence the siege of Tarragona, an undertaking which 
will be difficult on account of the want of provisions, but which 
will decide the submission of those provinces ; that General Que^ 
nel has entered Puycerda, and is proceeding to lay siege to Urgel ; 
that Campoverde has been decoyed even into the ditch of the for- 
tress of Montjouy, and has lost 3000 men. 

Tell General Belliard that he must send patrols as &r as Gor» 
dova to obtain news of the army of Andalusia. Write to the 
Duke of Dalmatia, when you send the ' Moniteurs ' to him, to in- 
form him that General Suchet, whose corps has received a rein- 
forcement of 16,000 men, is about to lay siege to Tarragona, and 
that, as soon as the town is taken, this fine army will be available. 
Let him know the situation of the Prince of Bssling, and the ne- 
cessity of putting himself into communication with that army, 
whose chief object is to hold Lord Wellington in check, and to 
combine operations with the army of the South. You will send 
him a duplicate to inform him of General Drouet's march towards 
Andalusia. 

Write to him in cipher, if you have one, that two French 
frigates and a transport of 800 tons, laden with ammunition and 
600 conscripts, are on their way from Toulon to Malaga; that 
this expedition takes the shells and ammunition which are wanted 
for the siege of Cadiz : that it sailed from Toulon on the 4th of 
April, and took in troops at Porto Ferrajo. If you have no 
cipher, it will be enough if you give this information vit>d voce to 
the officer, who will repeat it to the Duke of Istria, who again will 
transmit it through an officer to the Duke of Dalmatia. ' It will 
be sufficient to write in a memorandum^book :— -" Two frigates 
and a transport of 800 tons, shells and shot; 600 conscripts. 
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Porto Femjo Malaga, April the 4tk" Theae indicatioiia will 
be enough. 

Yon will let the Duke of Bagoaa know that I have appointed 
General Foj to command the 1st division of the 6th corps ; you 
will order him to hold himself in readiness to start Send off all 
these despatches. When they are gone, yon will come to the 
Tnileries at 6 o^dock, or at half*past 6 o'clock, with the general 
orders which you will despatch to-morrow by another officer to 
the Prince of Essling. Bring me at the same time the proposals 
for rewards and promotions. 



[G96.] Nafolbon to B gH T nua u 

My Cousin, — ^I return to you General Sachet's letter of the 
Bth of March. Order the supplies of com for which he asks to 
be sent to him from Navarre ; write also to General Suchet that 
he must absolutely present himself before Tarragona by the Ist of 
May at latest It is the only means of preventing the insurgents 
from invading Upper Catalonia. 

[697.] Napoleon to Bekthsee. 

Puis, Apiil U, 181t 

My Cousin, — ^You most send an officer to General Suchet to 
inform him that, in consequence of the treachery of two magaaine- 
keepers, who were Gatalonians, a door of one of the majgasinea of 
Flgu6ras, which looked towards the ditch, was opened at 2 o'clock 
in the morning, and that 800 Miquelets thus got into the fortress 
and took in their beds 500 Neapolitans and Italians and 150 
French ; that this unpleasant event has forced General Baraguay 
d^Hilliers to concentrate his forces round Figudras^ that it is 
therefore indispensable for General Suchet to advance upon Tar- 
ragona, to hold in check Gampoverde, and prevent his making a 
diversion ; that the season is favourable, and that it would be a 
great pity if his fine army were to remain inactive. 
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r Ags "I Napoleon to Bkrthuer. 

"■ *•* BL Cloud, April «T, 18T1 

My Cousin, — ^Desire General Thouvenot to take particular 
oare of St. Sebastian, and to watch the service of that place, so as 
to prevent the possibility of a surprise. 

r 399 1 Napoi«bon to Besthxhr. 

*■ *^ St Cloud. April 2T, 1811. 

My Cousin,— Write to the Duke of Eagusa, under cover to 
the Duke of Istria, to inform him that he must take all the mea- 
sures which are requisite for the organisation of his army ; that I 
permit him to form it into six battalions^ without making a eorps- 
d'armee ; that he may send back to. France the generals and oflEi- 
cers who do not suit him. He will desire them to march first 
towards Valladolid, where they will await further orders. Send 
word to him that as soon as General Brenier, who is commandant 
of Almeida, enters the line, attention must be paid to him, and he 
should be employed as general of division ; that it is useless to 
promote him as long as he remains at Almeida f that he is an ex- 
oellent officer, and may be usefully employed. 



[700.] Napolbon to Berthieb. 

Fontalneblesa, ICay 7, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I send to you a translation from the English 
newspapers. You will see that on the 18th of April Wellington 
had crossed the Tagus. I beg you to have copies made of these 
despatches, and to send them this evening to the Dukes of Istria 
and of Bagusa, and even to General Belliard. It seems that, at 
that time, only half the British army was in Castile. What has 
occurred near Almeida must have already made these facts known 
to the generals, and have taught them how to support their troops 
upon the Tagus. You see that what I foresaw has come to pass^ 
some troops were foolishly left at Olivenza, and 300 prisoners 
have been taken. 

OlivensEa was captured on the 14th. It seems to me strange 
that, although the Duke of Dalmatia heard that Lord Beresfbrd 
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bad crossed on the 4th, he should hare taken no measures vp to the 
25th of April for relieying Badajoz before Lord Wellington's ar- 
rival. Betom these newspapers to me as soon as yon haye had 
them copied. 



[701.] Kapoueon to Bebthieb. 

St CTovdf May SO, 181t. 

Mj Cousin, — Send back General Sachet's aide-de-camp, 
Bicard, with orders to General Sachet to march apon Tarragona. 
Impress apon him the necessity of leaving Klopiski's brigade to 
defend the country on the side of Navarre. Tell him of General 
Baragoay d'Hilliers' victory, on the 3rd of this month, over Cam- 
poverde, who, at the head of 12,000 of his best troops, endeavoured 
to introduce a convoy into Figu^ras ; 1200 moles, which composed 
the convoy were seized, 100 officers and 2000 men taken prison- 
ers, and the rest killed and dispersed in every direction. Say to 
Gkneral Suchet that it is mortifying,' that, while he has such a 
force in his hand, he allows them to go to sleep instead of taking 
advantage of these events to invest Tarragona. 

[ 702. J NAPOLBoir to Bebthub. 

Caen, May 25, ISll. 

My Cousin, — There are many fathers of families in the gex^ 
darme squadrons which are in Spain ; I am told that a return of 
ihem has been sent to you ; let me have it, that I may see whether 
I can permit some of them to return. 

[ 703.] NAPOXiBON TO BSRTHIER. 

Omd, May 8^1811 

My Cousin, — »I have received your letter. I have not yet 
seen Leooulteux, so I can tell you nothing of what is going on in 
PortugaL I do not lose a minute in desdring you to write every 
day to General Marmont, and to send the ' Moniteurs' to him ; 
several of them contain news from Spain. Let General Marmont 
know that he has full powers to reorganise his army, to form it into 
nix or seven divisions, and to send back the generals who do not suit 



him ; that he may take lieateDant-ooloiieb from Ck«ieral Dro«et'a 
ooips to pat at the head of the vacant r^gimentB, dkoosing for thm 
purpose men of action : that he ■hoold send hack the commiBHa- 
ries who are of no nse to him, and collect hia troops so aa to be in 
hand ; that he most seise all the moles in the proyince of Sala^ 
manca, and in his rear; that there are many in those proTinces ; 
that the Doke of Istria has orders to assist him with all the means 
in his power, and even to give him as many of my guard as he can 
spare / that I have contracted for the purchase of 4000 pack, sad- 
dle, and draft mnles at Bayonne ; but that, of course, it will take 
some time. 

Write to the Duke of Istria that he must contribute 500 
horses or mules, and even the necessary materials, horses and har^ 
ness ; in short, everything that is required to put the Duke of 
Ragusa's artillery into perfect order, for it is essential that it 
should have the proper means of transport and be in a good con- 
dition ; that he may take mules to supply the place of his horses 
till fresh ones arrive ; that 4000 artillery and baggage horses are 
at this moment on their way to Bayonne ; that he must keep no 
useless stores at Salamanca, but despatch them all to Burgos ; 
that he is to provide for the wants of the army of Portugal with 
the utmost activity ; that if the English advance upon Oiudad 
Rodrigo, he must assemble all his forces, proceed to the assistance 
of the Duke of Ragusa, and, finally, engage the English in a de> 
cisive battle. 

Remark to him that his letters are not sufficiently frequent; 
that instead of writing every day he scarcely writes at all, and 
gives no intelligence of what is going on. Desire the Duke of 
Ragusa to put his army into proper order, and fight the English 
if they march upon Oiudad Rodrigo ; that in this case he may be 
reinforced by the Duke of Istria with a division of infrntry com* 
posed of 10,000 of my guard ; that he should announce my ap> 
preaching arrival and his own march upon Lisbon as soon aa the 
harvest is over. 

Desire the Ministers of War and of the Administration of the 
War, to hasten the purchases which I have ordered fw remount- 



lag tke deteobmeBts of the arilllerj train aad tha koraa artOlerj, 
which are in the dapota at Aach, Pan, and Toulooae. 

I think that an officer should be aent to inform the Duke of 
Istna that I expect him to take every means of giring dedaiye 
assistaace to the army of Portugal 



[704.] Napolaoh to Bxbibxbb. 

Cberbooig; Maj M, 181 1 . 

My Gonaini^-I send to you your Portuguese correspond- 
ence. Let the Duke of Ragusa know that I'haye appointed 
General Maucune to be a general of diyision. Bepeat to him 
that he may send back to France all the generals who do not 
suit him, and that he is to organise his army in the way which 
lie thinks beat. 



[705.3 Nai^lbon to B mr r mieK . 

HftTTe, May S9, 18i:. 

My Oousin, — Let there be long details put into the ' Men* 
iteur ' on all that has taken place at Lerida. Send the plan of 
attack to the War-offioe to have an engraying made of the siege 
of Lerida, as well as of that of Oirona. Express my perfect 
latiafaotion to General Suchet, and let him know that I have 
granted all the promotions for which he asked. 

Reiterate to him the order to levy a contribution of several 
millions upon Lerida, in order to obtain food, pay, and clothing 
for his army. Tell him that the war in Spain makes such an 
increase of forces necessary, that I am no longer able to send 
money thither ; that war must support war. Order him to haye 
no Spanish officers in Spain, but to send them all to France ; I 
sbould haye censured the whole capitulation if he had approved 
of that article. 

Write to him that he ought to suffer no other than the 
French flag to be planted on the castle of Lerida. Bepeat the 
Older for hi'm to blow up the fortifications of the town. Write 
to him that I suppose him to be master of Mequienaa ; that 
he should take measures for the capture of Tortosa; that Mar- 
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shal Maodonald is to nuuroh at the same time on Tarragona; 
that he is to collect all the ortillerj and materiab which are 
required to march on Valencia and force his way through its 
walls; but that, before this is attempted, Tortosa and Tarragona 
must be taken. 



[ 706.] . NAPOLS<nr to Bskthier. 

Aleogtm, Jane 1, 1811. 

Mj Cousin,-^! return to you your Portuguese and Spanish 
correspondence, in order that you may prese t to me the decrees 
for the appointment of the different lieutenant-colonels, and 
for their employment in the regiments of the army of An- 
dalusia, which are without commanding officers. Ton may 
show most of my letters to the King of Spain;* they will prore 
to him how insane it is for him and the Spaniards to assert that 
they can do without French troops. 

[ 707.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Cbaiirea, June S, 1911. 

My Cousin, — ^I send to you the English account of the 
action at Fuente de Onoro. Send a copy to the Bukes of Ra- 
gusa and of Istria. You may have copied even what is scratched 
out, that they may know the whole. Ton may bring this ac* 
count back to me to-morrow, on my arrival at St. Cloud. 



[708*] Napoleon to Bbbthieb. 

BtClond, Jan6 8,1811. 

Mj Cousin, — ^Write to the Duke of Istria that he is to 
think twice before he orders General Bonnet to evacuate the 
Asturias; that I consider this measure as in itself very bad; 
that General Bonnet, by occupying Oviedo with 6000 men, 
covers the whole plain of Yalladolid and Leon, and threatens 
TS-allicia; that his position is defensive with respect to Yalla- 
dolid, the mountains of Santander, and Biscay, and offensive as 

* Joseph was now in Paris. He arrived tibere on tlie 15th of Hay.— T^ 
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regards Oallicia ; that I attribute to it the inaotiyit j of the Oal« 
licians, as they are in constant fear of being attacked by him by 
ilieir rear ; that, if General Bonnet were to eyacnate the Asta- 
rias, the Dtike of Istria would be obliged to place him at 
Santander, the only effect of which would be, that Leon and 
Yalladolid would be unprotected, and the insurgents would 
hare full liberty to dbturb the plain, and even to march i^khi 
Astorga and Benevento ; that this would be a retrograde step ; 
that the Junta of Oviedo would be formed again, and would 
infest all those mountains; that it woul^d be a detestable ope- 
ration. 

Oeneral Bonnet should not evacuate Oviedo, unless it were 
necessary at some particular time to assemble the whole army 
to give battle to the Engli^. It would be a fortnight's absence, 
after which he ought to return ; but this emergency is not pro- 
bable, as at present the South is the field of action. 

As to the frontiers of Portugal, all the stationary artillery, 
powder, ammunition, and everything which is not wanted for 
the defence of Ciudad Bodrigo, should be sent to Burgos. There 
are some waggons without horses, and some ordnance at Sala- 
manca, which ought to be sent to Burgos ; and if some unex- 
pected event were to force the Duke of Istria to evacuate 
Yalladolid, he should leave nothing of the kind in the town. I 
am told that there are waggons at Placencia and in other places. 
Desire them to be sent to Burgos. 

[ 709.] Napoudon to Bkbthxeb. 

St Cloud, Jane 10, IStl. 

My Cousin, — Order General Caffarelli to trace out and 
begin to construct a tete-de-pont at Miranda, in order that, 
whatever happens, the passage of the Ebro may be secured. 
The position of this t6te-de-pont reqtdres that it should be of 
some extent ; a square tower of the second size must be built in 
masonry, to serve as a guard-house, magazine, and redoubt for 
the tSte-de-pont. The Minister of War will send to you a plan 
of this tower. 

The tSte-de-pont ought to be so constructed as to enable the 
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aim J to oroM tiie Sbro at any time withoat molettaiioii. S«iid 
word to General Oaffiurelli that it would be adYiaable to build 
some towers on the heights in the defiles between Yittoria and 
Iron. Ten of these towers, placed upon the highest points, 
affording a retreat to twenty men, would be of great nse. They 
would serye as outposts to reconnoitre the heights, and to keep 
US always masters of them. These towers would not cost more 
than 10,000 francs a-piece, and it would be money and labonr 
well employed. 

[ 710.] Napoleon to Bsbthieb. 

BtCaoiid,JwieH1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I see that at Mequinensa, in Aragon, there 
are 6000 tools; why are they not sent to Madrid? Order this 
to be done. 



[ 711.] ' Nafolbon to CiiAianE. 

St Cload, June 28, 1811. 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — ^I am told that some generals, staff, 
and commissariat o£Eicers, are in the habit of taking as servants 
men from the army, and thus weakening the regiments. This 
abuse is particularly frequent in Spain. Order the soldiers to 
be arrested and sent back to their corps. 



[ 712.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Bt Cload, Jane 2S, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Order the Duke of Istria and the general in 
command of the army of the centre to give proper escorts to 
20,000 merinos belonging to me, which are at Madrid, and are 
to be brought to France. 



[ 718.] Napoleon to Bebthisb. 

Trianon, Jaly 11, 1811. 

My Cousin,— Order 10,000 pairs of shoes out of the 20,000 
which are at Yalladolid, and 6000 out of the 12,000 pairs 
which are at Madrid, to be sent to the army of Portugal : which 
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will make altogetbor 16,000 pairs of ahoes for tliat anny. Tho 

Ihike of Bagnsa will distribate them to tlie different regi- 
ments. 



[714.] Napolbon to B mrrmaK . 

Trianon, Jnlj 17, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^Let Marshal Jonrdan hare the neeessary sun 
to equip himself and proceed without delay to Spain, where he 
may be of use* Arrange everything so as to enable him to start 
as soon as possible. 



[715.] KapOUEON to BxBTHDStt. 

Bt Cload, Jalj 81, 1811. 

My Cousin, — The tower of the Bidassoa is to be con- 
Btmcted at Bayonne. The minister of war should have given 
orders to this effect. It does not in the least concern Biscay. 
The towers should be built only on the tops of the heights. 
They are all to be of the third size ; there are to be none of 
either the first or second. 

The first tower must be placed on the height of Salinas, 
situated so that signals made from it may give information as to 
what is going on in the mountains. The officer who examined 
the country did not quite understand what was intended : three 
towers were to be constructed ; one at Salinas, and the others 
on the watersheds of the mountains 

It must be seen how many such there are from the Bidassoa 

to Miranda, and the three principal positions chosen for the eon- 

Btmction of three towers. As soon as these are finished, three 

more positions must be determined on, and the towers must be 

placed so as to overlook the road and the defiles which join it, 

to correspond easily with each other by means of signals, to give 

notice of what is going on in the mountains, and in short to 

serve as a refuge for my troops. Towers of the third size will 

<^t 15,000 fr. apiece, that is to say, 45,000 fr. for the three. 

Too much haste cannot be made in establishing one of these 

towers on the heights of Salinas. The plans sent by General 
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Thoayenot do not oarrj oat my intentioiui ; they must be b^goa 
all oyer again. 



[716.] Nafolboit to Bebthieb. 

St Good, Aug. 8, 1811. 

Mj GousiD, — ^Write to General Sonham that, as his regi- 
mental artillery, his waggons, and the artillery belonging to his 
division cannot yet be ready, I wish him in the mean while to 
second Oeneral Reille in Navarre ; that one of his regiments 
should guard the valley of Bastan ; that, with the other three, 
he should pursue Mina, and do all he can to destroy the banditti 
and pacify Navarre ; that while this is taking place the great 
heats will pass off, the artillery will be brought into order, and 
he will then be directed to proceed whithersoever he may be 
wanted. He should fix his head-quarters at Logroiio. 

Write to this effect to Oeneral Reille ; tell him that I also 
intend to send the Italian division to Navarre ; but that he 
must at length make an end of the banditti, terrify them, 
shoot them by hundreds, disarm the country, and keep safe the 
ammunition and horses. 



[717.] Nafoiaon to Bebthieb. 

Bt Cload, Aug. 24^ 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^It will be easy for you to make the King of 
Spain* understand that, as the whole of his left is safe, now 
that the army of Portugal is at Almaraz, he must have a suffi- 
oient number of troops, and that he should send to the army of 
the South all that belong to it ; that the 26th chasseurs is most 
useful to the army of Portugal, the cavalry of which has been 
ruined. Repeat the order to General Dorsenne to assemble all 
the men belonging to the 75th and 28th, as well as to the 
dragoons of the army of the centre. Reiterate the same orders 
to the Duke of Dalmatia, and include the Germans, who ought 
not to form part of his corps. Tell the King of Spain to send 

* Joseph was now at Madrid. He retained on the 15th of July. — ^Tb. 
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bftck all the diamoimted men belonging to the anny of the 
South who are in any of the depdts within the district of his 
army. 



[718.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Trianon, Aug. 2B, 1811. 

My Brother, — I thank you for your letter on my birthday. 
I entreat you not to doubt my friendship or the interest which 
I take in you. My affection for you will always remain un- 
changed. 

[ 719.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Trianon, Aug. 25, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Answer to General Dorsenne that Baron 
Dudon, intendant of the provinces under the jurisdiction of the 
army of the North, is not to follow the army, but to stay at 
Valladolid ; that he is invested with the government of the 
province, under the immediate orders of the general command- 
ing in chief, who is to let every administrative measure pass 
through G-eneral Budon's hands, and to pay every contribution 
to the agents of the treasury; that the commissary-general is 
always to follow the army and to provide for its wants; that 
the Intendant Dudon represents the administration of the coun- 
try, and is to be considered in the same light as a prefect in 
France; that the commissary-general is to have the manage- 
ment only of the administration of the army; that Spaniards 
must not be employed under the intendant; first because no 
reliance can be placed on their fidelity or attachment, and 
secondly because they would have no influence over the French 
governors and military authorities, and could not prevent the 
irregularities which are so frequent in Spain, and which have 
been the chief cause of the crimes which have been committed 
there. On the other hand, French auditors, who keep up a 
correspondence with France, know the limit to the authority 
of each, and will not allow themselves to be imposed upon, may 
be ooBsnlted as witnesses whenever a point is in dispute ; that 
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therefore auditors moat be plaoed eFeiywHere; that the oovi- 
Bkander-in-ehief mnat give no adminiBtratiye orders except throDgh 
the medium of the Intendant Dudon, and that the revenues are 
on no aocount to be paid except into the hands of the French 
cashiers, and the expenses are to be defrayed only by the pay- 
masters of the treasury ; that in this case all intervention of the 
Spanish authorities would be suspicious; that I wish General 
Dorsenne to make use of the talents of Baron Dudon, and of 
the seal of the auditors: that it is the only way of placing every- 
thing under supervision, and of putting an end to irregularities. 

That I have no objection to the creation of superior intend- 
ants, each with the command over a whole province; that I 
established one lately in Navarre ; that similar officers may be 
placed in all the provinces ; that, with respect to the King, my 
general orders must have shown clearly enough that he is to make 
no appointment in the district of the army of the North except 
to ecclesiastical or judicial functions ; but that no military or ad- 
ministrative agent is to be appointed by the King ; that in short 
I wish General Dorsenne to act in accordance with the adminis- 
tration, and, instead of causing annoyance to the intendant and 
to the auditors, he is to encourage and support them. 

[ 720.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

Trianon, Aag. 25, 1811. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — I am delighted to hear of the cap- 
ture of Figueras. Send an extraordinary courier to the Duke 
of Taranto to express to him my satisfaction, and tell him that 
I have asked you to send me a report on the promotions and 
rewards to be given to the army. You will tell him that I 
have issued a decree for uniting Catalonia to France (you will 
receive it in a few days) ; that Marshal Suchet occupies at pres- 
ent Montserrat; that I have ordered him to place a French 
division, composed of 4 regiments and 10 pieces of artillery, 
between Barcelona, Montserrat, Tarragona, and Lerida; likewise 
to garrison Mequinenza and Tortosa with his troops ; that both 
these places will continue under the command of Marshal Suchet, 
who is ordered to march with the remainder of his army upon 



Talencu; that I wLah the Dake of Taranto to repair to Bar- 
celona and inspect Montserrat, to see what nse can be made of 
that important position ; that he is to add 6000 of his troops to 
the division which Marshal Snchet gives up to him ; that he is 
to take as many men as possible from Barcelona, and to form 
an effected corps of from 12,000 to 14,000 men to manoBuyre 
between Tortosa, Lerida, Barcelona, and Montserrat; to take 
Cordova and XJrgel, disperse the assemblages in Catalonia, and sub- 
due the country. An aggressive movement on Valencia will con- 
centrate there all the efforts of the enemy, which will be a real 
deliverance for Catalonia. The Duke of Taranto should establish 
a good commandant at Figu^ras, and supply it with provisions 
for Iteveral months. It would be a good thing to publish an order 
prohibiting any stranger, not belonging to the garrison, from 
entering the fortress on pain of death. I suppose that he has 
inflicted severe punishment upon the traitors who gave it up. 

[721.] Napoleon to Bebthieb, 

Compi&gne, Sept 11, 1811. 

My Cousin, — I return to you the Duke of Dalmatia's and 
General Dorsenne's letters; give orders yourself as to these 
trifles. The notion of paying duty on the clothing of the officers 
and men is absurd ; write to put an end to it. Answer to Ge- 
neral Dorsenne that he ought not to place the intendant-general 
on the same footing with the receiver of taxes ; that the way to 
obtain assistance from the intendant is to treat him with proper 
respect ; that Baron Dudon may be of great use to him, if it be 
only in repressing abuses and depredations; that to offend him 
therefore shows a want of regard to his own interests. Write to 
M. Dudon that a functionary does not resign ; that if he has any 
complaints he should make them, but not talk about quitting the 
ssrvice ; that this proceeding does him no honour, and shows a 
want of knowledge of his duty. 
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[722.] Napoi^bon to Clabke. 

Antwerp, Oct 8, 1811. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I enclose to yon the Duke of Taranto's 
letters. Oive the command of the army of Catalonia to Greneral 
Decaen. 

Answer to the Duke of Taranto that he ought not t-o corre- 
spond with the King of Spain upon any subject, nor to answer 
any letters from his ministers. 

Oive the same instructions to General Decaen. 



[728.] Nafolbon ix> Besthieb. 

Utrecht, Oct 9, JgtL 

My Cousin, — ^Write to the King of Spain that, till further 
orders, he may keep everything that reaches Madrid from 
France, inter ded for the army of the south, as that army is in 
want of nothing. Repeat at the same time the order that 
everything belonging to the army of the centre, which is now 
in the possession of the army of the south, may be returned 
without delay to the army of the centre. Write also to the 
King to tell him that I have ordered the money which he re- 
quires to be sent to him. 

I approve of the Duke of Dalmatians measure for raising inde- 
pendent companies composed of the French who are in Anda- 
lusia. 



[724.] Napoleon ix> Bebthieb. 

St Clond, Nov. 19, 1811. 

My Cousin, — The last letters which you sent to me from 
General Monthion were dated the 29th of October. That ia 
now three weeks ago : I am surprised at his not sending his 
reports more frequently. Nor have I heard anything for the 
last three weeks from Generals Caffarelli and Reille : such neg- 
ligence is intolerable. Generals Monthion, Thouvenot, Gaffa- 
reli, and Dorsenne must be desired to write to you every day, 
and your correspondence must oontain more information. Let 
me have the last returns from the army of the north, that I outy 



^«v. 1811. SnCHET—lCABMONT. ]^9g 

know how many sick there are in Biscay. Let me idso have a 
report of the orders which you have given to the matching 
battalions, and of those which you have sent to General Jilon- 
tiiion as to the disposition of these battalions. 



[ 725.] Napoleon to Bebthier. ' 

Bt Gload, Not. 19, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^Despatch immediately an officer to Marshal 
Sachet to inform him that General Reille is about to march 
towards Aragon in order to support him. Tell him that on the 
very day when he thought that Mina had joined Empecinado to 
assist Genral Blake, Mina was near Mondragona, fiercely pur- 
saed* by General Burck ; tell him that we have news from 
Gibraltar of the 25th of October; that the army of the south 
has carried the camp of St Eoch and Algeciras ; that Ballas- 
ter 08 is hemmed in under Gibraltar ; that General l>eeaen has 
gone to succour Barcelona, and will do all that he can ; that the 
King writes word that since the 1st of November he has occu- 
pied CueuQa in force in order to support him, and that the Duke 
of Eagusa has orders to send thither a division. Inform him 
that the English have 18,000 sick in Portugal, and are unable 
to undertake anything ; that the Duke of Dalmatia is ordered 
to send a column to make a diversion in Murcia ; that, therefore, 
Valencia must be vigorously attacked and taken. 

Send back the Duke of Ragusa's aide-de-camp to him ; let 
him know that the great object at present is the capture of 
Valencia ; tell him of the successes lately obtained by Marshal 
Suchet : send the ' Moniteur ' of the last month to him ; he will 
see that the English have 18,000 sick, and appear to be deter- 
mined to remain on the defensive. 

If Valencia has not yet fallen, he must send a detachment of 
6000 men to join all the available troops belonging to the army 
of the centre, and to march to Marshal Suchet's assistance. As 
soon as Valencia is taken, a great many troops will be set at 
liberty, and he will be largely reinforced ; his army will then 
commenoe its great operations. At this period, that is to say, 
towi»rds the end of January, after the rains, he should march 
Vol IL— 9 
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with ihe army of Portugal and part of the anny of the soath 
upon ElvoB, and oyemin the Alentejo, whilst the army of the 
north, reinforced hy part of the army of reserve, advances on 
Coa and Alfayates. Bat the important point now is to take 
Valencia ; he must therefore pat a division in motion without 
delay. 

Write to the King to this effect, t conclade that he has sent 
all his available troops to oommonicate with Marshal Sachet and 
to support him. Tell him that, if Valencia is not yet taken, I 
have ordered the Duke of Bagasa to send a division to join hbaij 
80 as to form altogether a corps of from 10,000 to 12,000 men, 
who will march to General Sachet's assistance. 

Send the ' Monitear ' for the last month to the King, to 
Marshal Sachet, and to Generals Reille, CafEieurelli, and X>or- 
senne. Write to General Reille that I hope that he received 
news of the 6th from Marshal Sachet, whom he most sapport 
by sending without delay to him Severoli's division, and by 
marching himself with his whole division towards Aragon: teU 
him that Greneral Decaen is advancing on Barcelona. 

Order General Gaffarelli to proceed with his division against 
Mina ; to parsae him in every direction till he is ntterly routed ; 
to assume the command of Navarre, and to support General Reille 
in Aragon. General Borsenne is sufficiently strong ; write to biai 
that the great object is to take Valencia. 

[ 726.] Napolbox to Berthieb. 

St a<md. Not. 90, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Write to Generals Dorsenne, CaffareUi, and 
Thouvenot, that a detestable system is followed in the ooaiitii«9 
where they are ; that immense forces are stationed in the villages 
to resist troops of banditti that are in motion ; that this produces 
continual misfortunes ; that the opposite course should be adopted, 
only the principal posts should be occupied, and moveable columns 
sent from them in pursuit of the banditti ; that if things were 
managed in this way, many accidents would be prevented ; that 
this plan must be immediately adopted and the banditti actively 
attacked ; that experience in La Vendue has tau^t as that tte 
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best way is to hare moveable columns scattered and multiplied in 
erery direction, and not stationary bodies. 



£727.] Napolibon to Bjcbthieb, 

St Cloud, Not. 20, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Express my displeasure to (General Dorsenne 
at his not having relieved the troops belonging to General Wan- 
dermaesen's division at Soria and Aranda, so that they have not 
yet been able to rejoin the army of Portugal. To act in thb 
manner is to try to destroy the army. 

[728.] Napoleon to Clabke. 

Paris, Dec $, 1811. 

M. le Duo de Eeltre, — ^I return to you the papers belonging 
to the Catalonian correspondence. 

I can determine nothing about the army until I have more 
recent returns ; send me those of the 1st of December, or at 
least of the 15th of November. 

The losses in the army of Catalonia are produced by its 
obstinacy in remaining at Figu^ras. I have advised them per- 
petually to leave Lampourdan, a country which is said to be 
as unwholesome as Walcheren. This obstinacy will destroy the 
whole army. 

When the siege of Figu^ras rendered it necessary to assemble 
a great many troops there, the presence of the army may have 
been required ; but as soon as the fortress was taken they should 
have passed on and quitted Lampourdan, which has always been 
fatal to the French. 

A million francs has been sent to bring up the arrears in the 
pay. I am expecting to hear of the arrival at Barcelona of the 
oonvoy under G-eneral Decaen^s escort 



[ 729.] Napoleon to Berthieb. 

Paris, Dee. 6. 1811. 

My Cousin, — I return to you the Spanish correspondence. 
Make a list of the promotions and rewards which are demanded, 
as I propose to grant them. Write to the Duke of Bagusa that. 
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if the enemy^s moTements force him to march towards the north, 
Oeoeral Dorsenne will be imder his orders ; but the great thing 
at this juncture is to take Valencia. Express to the Duke of 
Dalmatia my disapprobation of the flank moTcment performed by 
Creneral Girard in the presence of the enemy, a march which lasted 
for three days, and was so ill managed that the enemy might 
have cut him off at any time : he should hare been supported by 
a strong detachment It is unfortunate that, with an army of 
80,000 men, they could not make the dispositions which prudence 
demanded to avoid being beaten by a troop of 6000 English.* 
Remind him that, when one has to fight, particularly against the 
English, one must not divide one's forces, but collect them and 
present imposing numbers : all the troops which are left behind 
run the risk of being beaten in detail or forced to abandon their 
positions. Kepeat to him the order to provision Badajoz for a 
twelvemonth. If the capture of the island of Leon is considered 
impossible, Murcia must be vigorously attacked, in order to re- 
lieve the army of Valencia. Tell him that I have issued a decree 
with respect to the expedition. I do not intend it to be made 
at my expense; it would cost me enormous and'' absurd sums. 
Write to him that he may organise his army as he thinks proper, 
in six or seven divisions, retaining always the generals according 
to their rank and seniority. I grant permission to the Duke of 
Belluno to return to France ; but as he may be engaged in some 
operation requiring his presence, you will enclose this permission 
to the Duke of Dalmatia, who will deliver it at the right time to 
the Duke of Belluno. The Duke of Dalmatia has the finest army 
in the world, and yet he holds in check neither General Hill nor 
the army of Murcia, the whole of which has marched to the as- 
sistance of Valencia. 

You will render an account to the ministers of the treasury 
of the 500,000 francs which were missing in the convoy escorted 
by General Avy to the army of the south. 
NB 

* At Arrozo del Morino, where General Girard was surprised and defeated 
hj General Hill on the 28th of October.--.TB. 
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[7d0.3 Napoleon to Bebihxeb. 

Paria, Deo. «, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Suspend Colonel X of the 12th dragoons, 

employed in the army of the south, whose incapacity has occa- 
sioned the loss of a detachment in the Alpujar6s : give notice of 
this to the minister of war, that he may be sent for to ^ve an 
acconnt of his conduct. Express my displeasure to Major Pillay 
at his not attacking the army of Mina in Biscay ; let him repair 
to Bayonne, where his conduct will be examined into. Obtain the 
necessary information from Generab Thouvenot and Buquet. 
Order the Italian soldiers who were taken prisoners by Mina, 
bat thrown upon the coast of Bilbao and set free, to be clothed 
immediately and kept at Bayonne : let General Monthion take 
the greatest care of them. Order General Thouvenot to pay 
the marching regiments which are placed in Biscay out of the 
revenue of the province. Wine should be distributed to the 
troops which are there ; there is plenty to be had in Spain. The 
soldiers fall into bad health for want of proper food. 

Tell General Dorsenne that I am surprised to see that the 
magazines are empty ; they have never been so low. General 
Dorsenne spoils everything by his attempt at centralisation. 
This system acts as a perpetual clog in Biscay and Navarre. 
Convoys must start from Bayonne without delay. 

Let me have a report upon Santona, and of all that it has 
cost me up to this time : propose to me to grant large sums this 
winter in order to finish the fortifications. Measures must also 
be taken for sending thither all the requisite ammunition and 
provisions by sea from Bayonne and San Sebastian, under an 
escort of fishing-boats. I allow 100,000 francs out of the funds 
which I have at Burgos to the engineers for the works of that 
fortress. Write to General Dorsenne that I am sorry to see that 
he has not yet marched regularly upon Pot^s, and destroyed 
Mendizabal and the Marquisito ; this was the first thing to be 
done after reconquering the Asturias. 

General Bonnet should employ all the contributions which he 
levies on the Asturias in paying his troops and improving their 
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condition; he has made frequent levies; his aooonnts must in 
fntore be kept with regularity. Write to the King that the 
Dutch hussars are free to enter his service ; he must incorp(»ate 
them in his guard. 



[731.] Napoueon to Bkbthier. 

PariB, Dec. 9, 1811. 

My Cousin, — ^I have three divisions to add to the army of 
observation on the Ebro, the 6th, 8th, and 9th. The 6th and 
9th should be composed of troops who speak German ; the 8th 
of French troops. Let me know whom to appoint to these com- 
mands. The 9th division will consist of eight Swiss battalions 
and of the Illyrian regiment : the command of this division may, 
I think, be given to General Legrand : can he speak German ? 
The 6th division may be given to General Daendels, and the 8th 
to General Verdi^re. The Duke of Padua and General Sebas- 
tiani and Belliard have no command ; ask them what they wish 
for ; would they like to serve in the infantry or in the cavalry ? 
Ton must also find me out some brigadier-generab among those 
who are now in Paris, and who want employment. 

General Compere is in the King of Naples' service ; he is an 
excellent general, and might be employed in the army. He has 
nothing to do in the Neapolitan service. 



[782.] Napoleon to Bkbthieb. 

Farla, Dg& IMSIL 

My Cousin, — ^I wish to recall General Montbnm to Franoa 
Let me know to whom I can give the command of the oavalrj 
belonging to the army of Portugal, and who are the oavalrj 
generals still remaining in that army. If I recall the guard, 
General Chastel will come back. Tell me what generals would 
remain, capable of commanding the cavalry of the army of the 
North. Before I consent to the return of the General of Divi- 
sion Latour Maubourg to France, let me know what other 
generals of cavalry there are belonging to the army of the South. 
I have already asked you when the reserve at Bayomie will be 
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ftble to send off the men who are wanted to complete the battfr> 
lions which are with the different marching regiment& Tell the 
Duke of Bagnsa that 300 men of the 14th chasseursy among 
whom is the company of picked men, are on their way to join 
him, and will complete that regiment to at least 800 men ; that 
he is not to consider it as belonging exclosiyely to Sonham's 
division, but has perfect liberty to place it whereyer he pleases ; 
that I am most anxious to hear that his artillery b at length 
organised, and that his army has 100 pieces of cannon. 

[738.] NAFOuioir to Bxbthibb. 

Pirla, Dec. 15^ 181t 

My Consin, — ^I wish yon to draw np a report on the army of 
the NortL I belieye that I haye already ordered my grenadiers, 
a company of foot artillery, my gendarmerie d^^lite, and the 
guides, to retnm to France : if this order respecting the gendar- 
merie d^^lite has not yet been delivered, let it go without delay, 
and let all my gendarmes belonging to the guard proceed to 
Bayonne. I think that I ordered the Duke of Bagusa to give a 
company of light artillery to Qeneral Dorsenne : repeat this 
order. Let me know what companies or detachments of artillery 
and of the train are under Greneral Dorsenne, for I wish to recall 
to France, first, my two companies of horse artillery, and, 
secoudly, all the drivers belonging to my horse artillery. I have 
no objection to leave the horses and harness there, but I want 
the men to return to France. There would remain then only 
the companies of conscript gunners and the teams which are 
required for the guns belonging to the infantry. Let me know 
if I could not obtain from Auch, Carcassonne, and Bayonne 
artillery officers and men, teams, and drivers to relieve those 
belonging to my guard. Let me also have a detailed report on 
the artillery of the army of the North. I should like to recall 
immediately to France my chasseurs, Poles, and dragoons, but I 
must first have a report on the cavalry of the army of the North. 
The Gtrand Duke of Berg's lancers, the legion of gendarmes, the 
1st hussars, and the 31st chasseurs will remain there ; altogether 
four regiments, including the men engaged in Spain, those in the 
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marching regiments, and even those in the depdts, that 1 may 
endeayonr to make their numbers as large as possible. As there 
is more cavalry in the army of the South than is wanted, tell me 
whether from the marching regiments belonging to that army 
which have not yet got beyond Burgos, a sufficient number might 
not be taken to increase Qeneral Dorsenne's cavalry to 3000 men. 
I consider all questions respecting the cavalry of the army of the 
North to be connected with those respecting the cavalry of the 
army of Portugal ; for my reason for wishing General Dorsenne 
to have more than 3000 men is clearly that I foresee the possi- 
bility of his having to repulse the British army, and, in that case, 
I should like the armies of Portugal and of the North to be able 
to assemble 9000 horse on the field of bdttle, which would prevent 
any movement on the part of the English ; I say on the field of 
battle, not 9000 effectives, and you know what an immense differ^ 
ence that makes. 

Let me therefore have a return of the cavalry belonging to 
the armies of Spain, including all the marching regiments on 
their way to it. I shall wait till I have received this return 
before I give final orders to the cavalry of my guard. As to the 
infantry of my guard, I certainly wish it to return, but I am 
waiting till Valencia is taken ; besides infantry have the advan- 
tage of being able to travel by post. I wish you also to give me 
an accurate account of the army of Portugal, including all the 
provisional regiments in the rear, as well as those which are at 
Bayonne. 

[734.] Napoleon to Clarki:. 

Parts, Dec. 2«, 1811. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I return to you General Decaen*s 
despatches. Write an account of what has taken place ; make 
it of sufficient importance to satisfy the generals, without, how- 
ever, magnifying too much operations which were merely against 
peasants. 

Write to General Decaen that I am sorry to see that he has 
broken up Freyre's division, as, in consequence, there is no 
longer an efficient force in the south of Catalonia, between Lerida, 
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Tortosa, and Barcelona; that he mnst duperse the rebels who 
are collecting aboat Yico, and that he must prepare to send a 
.convoy, by land, to Barcelona. Let me know the number of 
coasters which have sailed from Agde since last October, how 
many have reached Barcelona, and how many haye been taken. 
Write to General Decaen and to Adjutant Carrion-Nisas that up 
to this time the contracts made with the coasting-trade have not 
answered. A contract must be made for the transport of pro* 
visions by land ; I have on this subject some new ideas, which I 
will explain. I suppose the garrison of Barcelona to require 
8000 rations, which makes 3000 quintals a month. All the 
contracts which have hitherto been made with the coasting-trade 
must be considered as intended for the supply of a place besieged. 
A regular contract should now be made with a company for the 
transport of 4000 quintals a month, conveyed in great waggons, 
capable of holding from forty to fifty quintals. The army of 
Catalonia must provide an escort for this convoy every month. 
I shall bestow a great privilege upon this company — ^that of 
bringing back foreign goods and merchandise on its own account. 
At present the important thing is to insure the arrival of a con- 
voy at Barcelona in the month of January, and another in 
February, that there may be no anxiety about the daily supply 
of the place. I have ordered the Minister of the Treasury to 
send to Barcelona one million francs, half of which is for the 
troops, and the other half to be given to the commissary-general, 
for the purchase of corn, meat, vegetables, and other provisions. 
There will be 400,000 francs in money and 600,000 in a draft. 
I conclude that Marshal Suchet has blown up the fortifications 
of Tarragona, at least all that constituted it a fortress, and that 
he has preserved only a redoubt. 

Inform General Decaen that Marshal Soult was to invest 
Valencia on the 25th, and open the trenches on the 26th ; he 
ho^ to carry the entrenched camp on that day, which will give 
him such facilities for attacking the town, that he may become 
master of it in the course of January. 

Propose to me some rewards and promotions for the army of 

Catalonia. 

Vol. n.— 9* 
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[785.] Napoleon to Bebthibb. 

Parted Dec 80. 1811. 

My Gonsin, — I beg of yon to make an extract of the different 
corps belonging to the army of the South, so that I may see at 
once the state of every infantry regiment, how many they have 
under arms, detached no matter whither, sick, &c., including 
only those belonging to the army of the South ; you will after* 
wards make a similar abstract of all that are to be found belonging 
to the army of the South in the districts of the armies of the 
Centre and of the North. 

You will haye a similar account drawn up of the foot-artillery, 
including all the companies of the same regiment which are with 
the army of the South, without distinguishing the different corps : 
the same thing with respect to the train, the baggage^train, the 
engineers, and sappers and miners. I require these abstracts to 
be made in order to see how to curtail the cadres,' particularly 
those of the artillery and engineers, and to recall some of the 
officers to France. 

Express my displeasure to the Duke of Ragusa at his having 
sent no return of the army of Portugal to me since the 1st of 
October. Similar abstracts must be made of his army. 

[736.] Napoleon to Bebthier. 

Paris, l>ea 81, 1811. 

My Cousin, — Order the Duke of Dalmatia to send Gknerala 
Girard and Britche back to France 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

The letters in this ohapt^r extend from the 2nd Juiaary to the 
24th of December, 1812. 

Napoleon's power, which at the beginning of this year appeared 
to have acquired its greatest strength, before its end was irre- 
coverably broken. 

His reverses began in Spain, where Lord WelliDgton took 
Cindad Kodrigo, Badajoz, and the forts of Salamanca, defeated 
Marmont at Salamanca, drove Joseph from Madrid, and forced 
Sonlt to raise the siege of Cadiz. Napoleon left Paris on the 
9th of May, reached Dresden on the 16th, and held there his 
celebrated receptions, in which kings were the courtiers ; crossed 
the Niemen on the 24th of June ; fought the battle of Borodino 
on the 7th of September, entered Moscow on the 14th of Sept., 
left it on the 19th of October ; crossed the Berezina on the 26th 
of November ; left the remains of the Grand Army on the 5th 
of December, and reached Paris on the 18th. 



[787.] NAFOLBoir to Berthxbb. 

Paris, Jan. 2, 1818. 

My Cousin, — I wish you to write for me a report, which will 
be printed, on the correspondence respecting General Girard's 
affair. It seems that General Britche was posted on the side by 
which the enemy attacked; that he was completely surprisedi 
not in his bivouac, but in bed in a comfortable house, while the 
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hones of his hussars were unsaddled. I will dictate this report 
to yon. My object is to impress on the colonels and generals of 
light troops the general principle that a colonel of chasseurs or 
hussars who goes to bed, instead of spending the nights in bivouac 
and in constant communication with his main-guard, deserves 
death. I think that Marshal Mortier has some information on 
the subject. As my object is not merely to punish General 
Britche, but to excite the seal of the whole light cavalry, this 
report must be vigorously drawn up.. 



[ 738.] Nafolbon to Bekthier^ 

Paris, Jan. 6, 1812. 

My Cousin, — Among the K^veries of Mardial Saxe, mixed 
up with much that is extremely commonplace, are some hints on 
the means of levying contributions on foreign countries without 
fatiguing the army, which seem to be useful. Kead them, and 
put the contents' into the form of instructions for ndy generals in 
Spain. 



[789.] KaFOLEON to BsBTHtBR. 

Paris, Jan. H 1812^ 

My Cousin, — ^Prepare the following instructions, which I 
wish to have sent to Marshal Sachet, as soon as I have approved 
of the draft. 

You will teU him that, immediately after the capture of 
Valencia, I intend the Polish generals and staff officers, as w^ 
as the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd regiments of the Vistula to return to 
France. You will point out the shortest road for their return. 
Marshal Suchet will retain the government of Valencia, together 
with the command of the drd corps of the army of Spain,, which 
he wiU organise in the following manner: — He has the 114thy 
121st, 7th, 116th, 44th, 16th, 117th, and 5th li^t infantry; 
total 8 regiments. As soon as I hear of the fall of Valencia, I 
shall order the provisional regiment of Aragon, which is at Pam- 
peluna, to repair to Valencia to complete the numbers of those 
eight regiments. Let me know the effective, the number of sick, 



and the present ttnder arms of the eight regiments, supposing 
the provisional regiment to have been already incorporated in 
them. 

These eight regiments will be formed into three diyisions in 
the manner which he thinks best. They will be joined by all the 
detachments in Aragon. The cavalry will consist of the 4th 
hussars and the 13th cuirassiers. Ton will desire him to send to 
me all the companies of the artillery- train, all those of the 
ba^age-train, and all the companies of sappers, miners, and 
artillerymen whom he does not want. For this purpose you will 
send me a return of them in the greatest detail, and you will 
propose to me to incorporate the men who are required to com- 
plete the companies which will remain with the army of Valencia* 
The skeletons of the artillery-train will be composed of all the 
men who have no horses ; the skeletons of the sappers, miners, 
and pontoneers will consist of the non-commissioned officers and 
corporals, and of 20 soldiers chosen by the captain, so that each 
company which is sent to me may amount at least to BO men^ 
who will animate and encourage the conscripts placed in their 
regiments. I suppose that the necessity of occupying several 
strong posts and of defending the coast will make it requisite to 
keep some of the officers and men attached to the siege-train. 
Marshal Suchet's corps will consist, therefore, of between 20,000 
and 22,000 men ; he will retain the Neapolitan division, which is 
1200 strong. 

Palombini's division, consisting of from 5000 to 6000 infantry 
and 400 cavalry ; Severoli's division of 6000 infantry and 400 
cavalry (altogether 11,000 Italian foot and 800 horse, with the 
artillery which belongs to them), with Beille's division of 9000 
infantry and 600 cavalry, will form a corps of from 20,000 to 
21,000 foot and 1500 horse. This division will proceed to 
Tortosa, and Reille will take the command of Lower Catalonia. 

You will afterwards organise the artillery of these three 
divisions ; it will be necessary to take some companies from the 
army of Aragon in order to form the park. 

You will divide the territory of Catalonia into two parts ; one 
will include Tortosa, Mequinenza, Lerida, Tarragona, Mont- 
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aemt, and Baroelonai near whieh place it will end. Yon 
oonsalt on this subject General Goilleminot, who has been on 
the spot. 

General Beille may carry his head-qnarters to Tarragonai 
Lerida, or Barcelona ; his corps will be increased by the garrison 
of each place, with the exception of the detachments forming part 
either of the garrison of Girona or of the army of Valencia, ootm- 
posed as I have already described. 

Ton must see the Minister of War in order to obtain from 
him all the details respecting the army of Catalonia and the dif* 
ferent fortresses, to enable you to propose to me the organisation 
of the army of Catalonia, which will receiye all the detachments 
belonging to it in the garrison of Barcelona, and will send back 
all that ought to belong to the army of Valencia. 

Oaffarelli's division will also be added to General Beille's corps, 
which will thus amount to 30,000 infantry and more than 2000 
cavalry. Its duty will be to defend the whole of Aragon. 
General Labb6 will take the command of Ca£farelli's division. 

General Beille's division will be called the corps of the £bro. 
Ton will submit for my approbation a scheme for the final organ* 
isation of the whole of Catalonia, both Upper and Lower, dividing 
it into d^Hurtments.* General Reille^s chief duties will be to 
keep the country quiet, and to supply Barcelona amply with pro* 
visions ; he will keep open the communication with the army of 
Valencia, with the army of Portugal at Valladolid, and with the 
army of the centre at Madrid, and he will protect Aragon ; his 
general orders will be to have always one or two of his divisions 
placed so as to afford a strong support to the army of Portugal, 
if the English should move against Valladolid. 

General Dorsenne, with the whole of my guard, is to return to 
France. General Caffarelli will take the command of the army 
of the north at Burgos, and will have under his orders the 180th, 
34th, and 113th regiments (as the 4th regiment of the Vistula is 
Polish, it must return to France). Let me have a detailed ac- 

♦ ThU orier thow» that Napoleon luid decided on the MiDexation of Cata- 
lonia to Fnuaoe. — Tb. 
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ooont of the strength of this army : Palomhiiii's Italian division 
ought perhaps to be added to it. 

I also wish to make an exchange : to retom to^the army of 
Portugal the four marching regiments, and to send a division firom 
the army of Portugal to Burgos, consisting of an equal number 
of men. The army of the north will thus be sufficiently strong, 
and composed of good troops. Write to the Duke of Dalmatia to 
despatch immediately the three regiments of the Vistula, the 
r^^ent of lancers of the Vistula, and all the Polish staff. This 
diminution in strength of the army of the south is of no oonse* 
quence, and you will desire the order to be executed in 24 hours 
after the receipt of your letter. You will send to me a plan for 
recruiting the cadres which are to be withdrawn from the different 
armies, and also the skeletons of the companies of artillery, and 
the battalions of the train, as well as of the sappers and miners 
who are to be recalled. 

The three companies of baggage-mules which are with the 
8rd, 4th, and 13th battalions at Pau are to be sent to the corps 
of the Ebro ; they will therefore leave Pau with a strong escort, 
taking advantage of that which will convey the prisoners from 
Valencia to Saragossa. Gkneral Reille will thus obtain 600 ba^ 
gage-mules, which will be of great use to him. As these three 
companies belong to three different battalions, you will desire the 
general of the army of Portugal to settle about the exchange with 
G-eneral Beille, in order that the army of Portugal may have one 
complete battalion^ and the corps of the Ebro another. Lastly, 
propose to me to add to the grand army the company of engineers 
which was at Bayonne> intended for the army of observation, a 
company of pontoneers, another of sappers and miners, and, I 
tiiink, two companies of artillery, which were intended for i^e 
same corps. There will still be left a considerable number both 
of men and materials. I intend to make use of the teams, as soon 
as I understand the nature of those belonging to the army of 
Portugal. As this army is in the presence of the English, it 
should be well provided in this respect. If you have no return, 
the Duke of Bagnsa's aide-de-camp, who is an artillery officer, 
may be able to supply you. 
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I oonsider it as of the utmost importanoe that the arm j of 
Portugal should hare at least 100 mounted guns, with proper 
ammunition*' Souham's diriaion ought to have 22, the army of 
Portugal 80, Bonnet's division 4 or 5, making in the whole 110. 
It requires quite as much, and the artillery must be well horsed 
and of large calibre. As soon as I know the organisation of the 
artillery of the army of Portugal, of the corps of the Ebro, of the 
army of Valencia, and of the corps of the army of observation, I 
will give a destination to the 1000 artillery horses which I have 
left at Toulouse. The army of reserve being thus broken up, let 
me know the respective destination of each of its parts, whether to 
be joined to the corps of the £bro or to some other corps. Let me 
have a detailed report on the subject, supported by the returns. 
The result of these measures will be to deprive the armies of 
Spain of the four regiments of the Vistula, consisting of eight 
battalions; of three Polish regiments, composed of six battalions : 
in the whole seven regiments or 14 battalions, which will make a 
splendid division for the Grand Army. 

I have desired the 40th and the 34th to return to France; 
you will repeat these orders. I shall likewise have deprived the 
armies of Spain of the regiment of Polish lancers, of a few Polish 
generals and staff officers, and of 22 battalions of the guard, alto- 
gether 36 battalions. But a short time ago I sent thither 
Souham's division, which consists of 14 battalions, and Reille's 
division, and Caffarelli's, which are both equally strong; in the 
whole 42 battalions. Therefore, instead of having lost, the 
armies of Spain will find that they have gained. 

It is essential that you should let the Duke of Balmatia know 
that, as soon as he has parted with the 34th and 40th, as well as 
the three Polish regiments, the nine marching battalions which 
are in the dth government, and which belong to his corps, will set 
off to join him* 

When the Minister of War has shown to you the return of the 
troops in Catalonia, I wish you to propose to me to diminish the 
number o^ their cadres, and to recall those which are fit to receive 
conscripts. 
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[740.] Napouson to Bebthieb. 

PariSt Jan. 26, 1812. 

My Cousin, — I have not yet decided upon giving the com- 
mand of the army of the North to General Cafiarelli ; let this 
decree be kept back. If Marshal Suchet persists in returning, 
and his health renders it necessary that he should, I shall send 
General Caffarelli to take the command before Valencia. 



[741.] Napoleon to Berthibr. 

^ Paris, Jan. SO, 1812. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to General Reille that I bestow upon him 
the command of the army of the Ebro ; it will be composed of 4 
divisions in the field ; 1st, his own division ; 2ndly, Palombini's ; 
3rdly, Severoli's ; and 4thly, Ferino's division ; to which he will 
add the 1st light infantry, and the 14th, 115th, and 5th of the 
line. 

As soon as he occupies the country round Barcelona with the 
part of his army which is in the field, the depots of the regiments 
from Nassau, the 2d battalion of the 23d of the line, the 2d bat- 
talion of the 18th light troops, 4 companies of artillery, and the 
sappers and miners, will make the garrison of the town sufficiently 
strong. 

With these 4 divisions he ought finally to subdue the whole of 
Lower Catalonia, to keep Aragon quiet, and be able to bring the 
administration of the country into order. 

You will find annexed the decree by which Catalonia is 
divided into 4 departments; you will send a copy to General 
Reille. 

His cavalry will be composed of the 9th hussars, the regiment 
of royal Italian chasseurs, a regiment of Neapolitan dragoons, 
and the 24th dragoons. 

General Caffarelli will not have the command of the army 
of the North. If Marshal Suchet cannot remain at Valencia, 
General Caffarelli will be sent thither. 

(General Caffarelli will deq>atch the 2 battalions of the 5ih 
light troops to reinforce the army of Valencia. 
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Add to Oeneral Reille's orders that he may take a company 
from the legion of gendarmerie which is at Burgos, and send it to 
Barcelona ; it will be nsefdl in a large town. 

Order Oeneral Dorsenne to forward to the army of Portugal 
the marching cavalry re^ments belonging to it; and to send those 
which belong to the armies of the Centre and of the South to 
Madrid. The King may keep them if he thinks proper. 

To the Minister of War : — Desire G-eneral Decaen to forward 
to Barcelona all the troops belonging to the 18th light infEuatry 
and the 23d of the line. 

To Marshal Sachet : — ^If G^eneral Musnier is not wanted, the 
Emperor would like him to proceed to the army of observation of 
the £bro, to receive from Qeneral Reille the command of Aragon 
and SaragOBsa. Write to General Eeille. 

Order the King to forward to Valencia one of the 4 regi- 
ments of dragoons which are with the army of the Centre. This 
regiment will form part of the army of Valencia, where it is re- 
quired by the dif&culty of the country. 

Order the King to occupy Cuen^a, and to keep up his commu- 
nications with Marshal Suchet 



[742.] Kapoleon to Bebthieb. 

Parte, Jan. 27, 1812. 

My Cousin, — ^Write by to-night's express to Gkneral Dorsenne 
that I have received intelligence of the advance of the English 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo ;* that this being the case, I approve highly 
of his putting off the departure of the guard, in order that be may 
support the Duke of Ragusa with his whole force ; that G^eral 
Montbrun must shortly arrive, since Marshal Suchet sent a mes* 
senger to desire him to return ; and that on the 11th he ought to 
have commenced his retreat on Madrid, where, according to my 
calculation, he may have arrived on the 18th, and have joined the 
army towards the end of the month ; that on his arrival the army 
of Portugal was to take up its final position. 

* Lord WeUington took Gindad Bodrigo on the 19th of Januaiy, 1812. 
— Tb. 
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Tlie £Dg^iah appear to have marched in order to effect a 

^ diversion from the siege of Valencia, and because they heard of 

the strong detachment sent from the army of Portugal. Say that 

I am not so anxious for the return of my guard as to wish it to 

be sent before affairs assume a different aspect in the north. 

[ 743.] Bebthheb to Mabmottt, 

Paris, Felt. 11, 1818. 

The Emperor regrets, M. le Due, that, having with you 
Souham's division and the other three divisions which you had 
assembled, you did not return to Salamanca to see what was 
g^iag on. This would have embarrassed the English, and might 
perhaps have been of use to Ciudad Rodrigo. In your present 
position you should fix your head-quarters at Salamanca, and 
concentrate your forces there, despatch one division towards the 
Tagus, re-occupy the Asturias, and force the enemy to stay at 
Almeida and in the north, for fear of an attack. You may even 
march upon Ciudad Eodrigo, if you have enough siege artillery, 
and retake the place (your honour requires this) ; or if a deficiency 
of provisions or artillery force jou to adjourn this operation, you 
may at least invade Portugal, and advance upon the Douro and 
Almeida. This threat would hold the enemy in check. 

The army of the South is powerful; its right is protected by 
the army of Valencia, which extends its outposts towards Ali- 
cante. 

Your position, therefore, at Salamanca should be offensive as 
respects Almeida. As long as the English know that your forces 
are assembled at Salamanca they will attempt nothing; but if you 
proceed in person to Valladolid ; if your troops are sent to be 
wasted in your rear;* if, above all, your cavalry is not prepared 
for action after the rains, you will expose the whole of the north 
of Spain to disasters. 

It is absolutely necessary to re-occupy the Asturias, because 
more troops are required to keep the borders of the plain as far 

* Si Yos troupes sont envoy^es se perdre snr lea dexri^res." I am not quite 
noe of the meaoing of thia sentence. — Tb. 
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as Biscay, than to hold the Asturias. Since the English hare 
divided their army in two, one part towards the south and the 
other against you, their numbers cannot be very considerable ; 
yours are much greater. My letter which you received on the 
13th told you what to do, — ^to threaten the English ; and if you 
think it impossible at present to retake Ciudad Bodrigo, you 
should repair the roads leading towards Almeida, fortify Sala- 
manca, collect your siege-artillery, and send large detachments 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo. This plan will hold the English in check 
without fatiguing your troops, and is open to far fewer objections 
than that of again scattering your forces, as you propose. 

I conclude that Montbrun has arrived, and that you have at 
length collected together your army. 

The capture of Valencia has considerably strengthened the 
army of the South, and you must think the English mad if you 
imagine that they are capable of marching upon Badajoz while 
you are at Salamanca, that is to say, of allowing you to readi 
Lisbon before they do. They will go south. If you should un- 
advisedly despatch two or three divisions towards the Tagus, the 
English will be re-assured, for it will tell them that you intend to 
attempt nothing against them. 

I repeat, therefore, that the Emperor desires you not to quit 
Salamanca, to re-occupy the Asturias, to rest your army on Sala- 
manca, and to threaten the English from thence. 



[ 744.] Napoleon to Clarke. 

Paris, Feb. 17,1812. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — Order the intendants, prefects, and 
sub-prefects whom I have appointed for Catalonia to start before 
next Sunday for their destination. Give notice of their arrival 
to the generals in command of those provinces. These function- 
aries must have no absurd pretensions; their duty is to bring 
the administration of the provinces into order, and to assist the 
governors instead of thwarting them. 
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[ 7i5.] Napoleon to Bbrthibr. 

Paris, Feb. 19, 1S1«. 

My Cousin, — Write to Baron Dudon that he does wrong when 
he interferes with the operations of war ; that I was sorry to see 
his reports on the subject ; that it is no business of his ; that all 
he had to do was to send the Spanish newspapers to General 
Dorsenne, without observations of his own ; that he has too little 
experience of the profession of arms either to blame or to praise 
the generals. 

[746.] Obders of Napoleon. 

Feb. 20, 1818. 

The chief of the staff will write to the Duke of Ragusa that 
I read his letter of the 6th of February; that I lament his 
having sent Bonnet's division to the army of the North ; that 
this division is the only one which could have occupied the 
Asturias with advantage, because the troops are acquainted 
with the coimtry and with the inhabitants; that it would 
have been better to send nothing to the army of the North, and 
to order General Bonnet's division back to the Asturias ; that T 
require, be it where it may, that it return thither ; that, even as 
respects the north, Bonnet's division is better in the Asturias 
than at Burgos ; that the army of Portugal is unsupported ; that 
communication between * . . . . and Irun cannot be kept up if 
the Asturias are not held ; that the Asturias must be occupied 
when the army has reached as far as Salamanca, and the lines of 
posts and of Reynosa when it has reached as far as V alladolid or 
Burgos; but that to allow the peasants to be masters of the 
mountains which communicate with the sea is the greatest misfor- 
tune which can happen to us in Spain ; that the population of 
Gallicia will flow into the provinces occupied by the army ; that 
this theory has been proved by experience ; that when the Bnke 
of Istria evacuated the Asturias, the whole country was in com- 
motion; that more than 6000 men are required to hold the 
mountains ; that whether they are placed in the Asturias or in 



214 DISSATISFACTION VTTH Chaf. ZTIIt. 

Santander does not signify, except that from Santander ihej will 
not ooTer the kingdom of Leon, nor occupy that province, which 
is the most important to the insurgents. 

.Tell him that I put Bonnet's division at his disposal for this 
purpose ; that he is to order it to proceed towards the Asturias, 
taking the route which General Bonnet thinks the best ; that I 
disapprove of his armies being scattered, and see nothing bat 
indecision in his conduct. How can ho expect at Yalladolid to 
be informed in time of the enemy's movements ? It would be 
impossible in any state of things, but especially if the country 
be in a state of rebellion. How, from Yalladolid, can he foresee 
what the enemy will do ? Say that you can do nothing bat 
blame him ; that, in the Emperor's opinion, the only operation 
honourable to his arms is to occupy Salamanca, to have advanced 
posts of light troops exchanging shots on the frontiers of Portu- 
gal and with Giudad Rodrigo, and to have his army collected 
around him, so that it can be united in four or five marches ; 
that until the army of the Centre is able to place troops at Al- 
maraz, till the army of Portugal occupies Salamanca, and the 
Duke of Dalmatia's movement upon Merida and Badajoz produces 
some effect upon the enemy, he may occupy Almaraz with a light 
division, which may rejoin him at Talavera ; that, when he has 
occupied Salamanca, and placed his outposts, as I have ordered, 
in that direction, and this military blister has had its effect on 
the enemy, he may order the division which he left upon the 
Tagus to rejoin him, and the army of the Centre may send troops 
to hold the valley ; that he attends too much to things which do 
not concern him, and not enough to his own business ; that his 
duty was to defend Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo, and that he 
allowed them both to be taken ; that he has to keep down and to 
govern the North, and yet he gives up the Asturias, that is to 
say, the only means by which the North can be kept in subjec- 
tion and managed ; that he gives himself trouble because Lord 
Wellington sends one or two divisions towards Badajoz, although 
Badajoz is extremely strong, and the Duke of Dalmatia'a. army 
amounts to 80,000 men, and can be reinforced by Marshal 
Sachet ; when, in short, if Lord Wellington were to march upon 
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Badajoz, there would be a certain, prompt, and decisiTe method 
of recalling him, by advancing upon Ciudad Rodrigo and Al- 
meida. 

That his army is oon^posed of eight divisions, one of which 
should remain in the Asturias, and be employed only in marching 
upon Gallicia ; that, if even he were beaten by the English, he 
ahoald not allow this division to abandon the Asturias, but make 
it retire into the mountains on the right ; that in a few days 
there will be fighting at Mondragona, unless the mountains are 
occupied ; that in case of the evacuation of Salamanca or Y aUa- 
dolid the division of the Asturias should move towards the 
mountains, as otherwise Burgos would not be tenable, nor even 
Yittoria ; that, I repeat again, he has to oppose not only the 
English army but the whole of Gallicia ; that these 6000 men 
would advance by the defiles into Gallicia and hold the province; 
that 6000 men in the Asturias stand in lieu of 18,000 at Astorga 
or on the coast ; that after the fall of Yalencia the rebels, as their 
communications were cut off, were in despair ; that the arrival 
of bands at Potu and Oviedo and the re-establishment of their 
communication with the coast* restored their courage : and that 
all this was caused by the want of reflection and of local know- 
ledge. 

To sum up— one of his eight divisions should be placed in the 
Asturias and not suffered to move from thence ; the remaining 
seven should be collected round Salamanca. He will thus have 
an army of 60,000 French and 100 pieces of cannon, which, in 
a country with which they are acquainted, protected by field- 
works, sure of their provisions, and supported by Salamanca, 
would not be beaten bv 80,000. But add that he must take 
care not to make an intrenched camp round Salamanca ; that the 
English would conclude that he had taken up the defensive and 
would no longer fear him, and that what is wanted at Salamanca 
is merely a fortress. 

♦ In the original " avec la cour," which mnst be corrupt : probably the 
word ifl " cote."— -Tr. 
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[747.] Napoleov to Bebthier. 

Paris, Feb. 22, 1812. 

The chief of the staff will write to the Dake of Ragusa that 
he has mistakMi mj intentions with regard to Valencia ; that I 
ordered 12,000 men to be sent to Valencia, including the troops 
belonging to the army of the Centre ; that I expected their route 
to lie through Ouenga, where there were already 4000 men ; that 
the King would have contributed 3000 more, and that therefore 
only between 3000 and 4000 men should have been sent by the 
army of Portugal to Cuen^a ; that his complaints are unfounded, 
that it would have been madness in the King to have proceeded 
from Cuenca to Albacete; that this manoBUvre would hare 
allowed the enemy, who was at Requena, to march on Madrid ; 
that it was plain that this mafioBuvre could not have been effected 
without an immense force, as it required an extensive line oi 
operations ; and that it would have been of no assistance towards 
subduing Valencia, since it would have been useless if Marshal 
Suchet had been foiled in breaking through, the Spanish lines ; 
that the art of war consists in keeping one's forces undivided; 
that the march from Cuenca to Requena, so as to be in communi- 
cation with the left of Marshal Suchet before he attacked Va- 
lencia, would have been an operation according to the rules of 
war ; that detaching 3000 men under G-eneral Darmagnac would 
not have weakened the army of Portugal in the least ; that the 
E&glish would not have found it out ; that this operation might 
have been effected by sending troops from the army of the Centre 
to Cuenga, and replacing them by troops from the army of Por- 
tugal ; that the road by Cuenca is no doubt ill-suited for artillery, 
but that none was wanted against the rebels, and that at any rate 
Marshal Suchet had some ; that the Duke of Ragusa's fault can- 
not be justified, as he was in front of the enemy, and evidently 
exposed the whole of the north of Spain ; that, if a grand military 
operation had been intended, the Duke of Dalmatia would have 
been chosen for the purpose ; and that the chance of the English 
advancing upon Madrid or Salamanct^ would have been provided 
against, 
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[748.] Napoleon to Bmri ' mEii . 

^ Pailf,F«b.89,181flL 

Mj CoufiiB, — ^Write to Oeaeral BeiUe that I hare ordered 
General Decaen to join him in investing Uigel and ocoupying the 
valleys of Pnyoerda. Tell him of the incarsions of the rebels 
into our territory, and that it is necessary to obtain possession of 
Urgel in order to pat an end to these insults. Send him word that 
for this purpose he most direet a strong column either upon Berga 
or upon Urgel ; that he must harass the enemy, and finally act ia 
concert with General Decaen. 



[749.] Nafolsoh to Bebthieiu 

Parta, March 8, ISlflL 

My Cousin, — ^Repeat the order to General Reille to advance 
iqMm Berga and the French part of Cerdagna, in order to drive 
out the rebels. It is but too true that they obtain their pro- 
visions from France, and that they are cantoned at Puycerda, 
and do not stir from thence. Order him again to send one 
Italian division to Navarre ; he will leave the other in Aragon 
and will keep with him the French division. 



[750.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Parte, March 11, 18tl 

My Cousin, — Despatch the Duke of Eagusa's aide-de-camp 
to-day. Tell the Duke that you showed me his last letter ; that 
uniting his forces at Salamanca is not sufficient for the object 
which he has to accomplish ; that he most throw a bridge across 
the Agueda, and construct a tete-de-pont there, so that, if the 
enemy leaves less than five divisions on the right bank of the 
Tagns, he may be able to advance upon the river Oca and Al- 
meida, and lay waste all the north of Portugal ; that the rainy 
season must come to an end ; that if Badajoz should be taken by 
no more than two English divisions, while the Duke of Ragusa 
keeps the other five engaged on the right bank, he will not be 
answerable for its capture, which will be entirely laid to the 
charge of the army of the South ; that if, on the other hand, the 

Vol. II.— 10 
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enemy leayee only two^ or even three or four diYiaoiui on the 
right bftok, the army of Portugal will be in fudt, unless it 
mardies on the enemy's main body, invests Almeida, lays the 
north <^ Portugal waste, and sends out detachments as far as the 
Mondega That, in short, the duty of the army of Portugal 
reduces itself to this : to hold in check six or at least five divi- 
sions of the British army ; take up the offensive in the ncnrth, or, 
if the enemy should begin the attack, or if any other circumstance 
should render it necessary, in order to raise l^e siege of Badajos, 
to send across the Tagus by Aknaras as many divisions as Lord 
Wellington has despatched. 

When you have finished this letter, you will desire the aide- 
de-camp to come to the Elys^e at 8 o'clock ; I have something to 
say to him. 

[751.3 Napoleon to Clarke. 

Patifl,MaKtal<18ia 

Monsieur le Due de Feltre, — I have seen General Plauxoime 
to-day, and I return to you General Decaen's despatches to ac- 
quaint him in a few words with General Plauzonne's mission. 

He is ordered to proceed to Girona and to return within eight 
or ten days, bringing me a detailed plan of operations and admin- 
istration for Catalonia. Tell General Decaen especially that I 
give him carte blanche as to the military manoeuvres, which, as 
they are directed against rebels without artillery or line of opera- 
tions, can be conducted only by the commander-in-chief on the 
spot. Desire him, however, to keep an eye continually on my 
frontiers and to observe them with particular care. Whenever 
more than 3000 of the enemy approach the frontier he should 
attack their rear and drive them into France. Let him know 
that I wish General Qucsnel to occupy Puycerda, in order to 
begin the organisation of that department ; that I suppose that 
he must enter it with 5000 men ; but that, when once he is estab- 
lished there, 1500 good French troops, formed into two or three 
battalions, will be sufficient, as he will be immediately joined by 
General Gareau from Mont Louis, who will bring with him 1200 
men, at present under his orders, as well as the provisional 
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regiment which has been taken from Bajonne, oonmsting of 1600 
men, with the Berg battalion 700 strong, which might be com- 
pleted by the addition of 4000 National Guards. These fcHroes 
and the 1500 good troops, contributed by General Deeaen, would 
lorm a column of 5000 men, enough to keep Puyoerda. General 
Travot should send thither a company of artillery : this diyision 
should live in the valley or perhaps be fed from France ; it should 
construct works or a fort in the pass between Puycerda and Ur- 
gel, place in it artillery from Mont Louis, which with a little 
labour would protect it from the rebels, who have no cannon. 
G^eral Travot would famish 200 cavalry from the provisional 
regiments which General Avyce is forming. Thus at i^e sacrifice 
of only two or three battalions, the army of Catalonia would gain 
the important advantage of an active force of 6000 men, who 
would protect our frontiers and threaten UrgeL 

Say to General Deeaen that this operation ought not to be 
perfinrmed till General Travot is able to furnish the 4000 men, 
nor until the other movements of the army render it advisable 
in General Decaen's opinion; that this column might even be 
increased progressively, as the country behind it is brought into 
order ; that I wish the four departments of Catalonia to be placed 
under the orders of General Deeaen; that Upper Catalonia 
may be under the command of General Lamarque, who may 
have at his disposal two columns, each consisting of 4000 men ; 
that a reserve of 3000 men may be attached to General Deeaen, 
who thus would have 11,000 men under him ; that 1500 should 
be placed at Puycerda ; there would therefore be from 6000 to 
7000 inactive remaining in the garrisons to support General 
Lamarque, if he should require them; that General Maurice 
Mathieu should also have two brigades, consisting each of 4000 
or 5000 men, in Lower Catalonia, between Lerida and Barcelona, 
and between Barcelona and Tarragona, and, besides these, 6000 
men garrisoning Barcelona, Lerida, and Tarragona ; that a good 
commandant must be placed in Barcelona ; that General Deeaen 
would have in hand five divisions in the field, consisting of from 
20,000 to 24,000 men; that he should combine his movements so 
88 to be constantly pressing on the rebels; that he should 
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^Qomspond eyery weekwitii Baroeloiia; and that Genetal 
Mathieii should oonespond every week with Lerida a&d Tarx** 
gona. 

Say that, as a part of this plaa, it would perhaps be advisable 
to have an intrendied position at Monblanc, and another between 
lanagona and Barcelona ; that when Oeneral Decaen wishes to 
prooeed in person to Lower Catalonia he should take with him 
his own 4000 men, and be escorted half way by a portion of 
Oeneral Lamarque's troops, which he should immediately send 
back to protect Upper Catalonia ; that he would find in Lower 
Catalonia 12,000 men in the field, to whom he would add his own 
8000 ; that with this force of 15,000 he should pursue the rebels 
in whatever direction they take, even towards the Ebro, Tortoaa, 
or the frontiers of Aragon ; that small garrisons are sufficient 
when the communications are occupied by divisions in the field, 
who hold the country in check, and prevent the enemy from col- 
lecting in numbers. 

Say that, in order to carry out this plan, which, if well 
executed, ought to subdue Catalonia, from 33,000 to 34,000 men 
are requisite ; that there are already 30,000 under General De- 
caen, including those in Barcelona^ Lerida, and Tarragona ; that 
I will withdraw 6000 men from General Beille to add to this 
army ; that in this manner both Puycerda and Upper Catalonia 
would be well defended. 

The general commanding in chief should hear every week 
from the different divisions of his army, and with his charac- 
teristic activity should march sometimes on Upper, and at other 
times on Lower Catalonia, become master of the province, raise 
his own reputation, and beat the insurgents until the country 
becomes quiet. Moveable columns and small garrisons are better 
than large garrisons and stationary armies ; the towns are safer 
and the cantonments are better protected; besides that this 
aggressive attitude would be productive of events which would 
secure the tranquillity of the province. The harvests of the 
plains of Yiclr, Urgel, and others in Catalonia, may be gathered 
in to supply the army, and the enemy's magazines seized. 

This state of things being established at the end of March, 
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General Qnesnel (who woald hare had time enough to make 
frequent reconnaissances on Urgel, and to prepare hia siege-train 
at Mont Louis) might in the course of the month of April at 
length take this last refuge of the insurgents. General Decaen, 
in arranging his marches, would take care to advance upon 
Cardana, Berga, and eyery other post where the rebels have 
formed magazines, and perhaps the time is not far distant when, 
after a few successful rencounters, he may fix his head-quarters 
at Barcelona, which is the centre of public opinion and of the 
administration of the province, and, by assembling the notables 
and the other usual means, gain influence, and reorganise Cata- 
lonia, which the existence of two separate commands renders 
difficult at present. 

Summary of the arrangements relating to Catalonia oommu- 
nicated by the Emperor to General Plauzonne : — 

Catalonia is no longer to be divided between two oommanders- 
in-chief. General Beille's division is to pass under the orders 
of General Decaen, who will have at his disposal -about 8000 
men between Barcelona and Lerida, exclusive of the garrisons 
of those towns. General Mathieu will command this division in 
the field, having under his orders the governor of Barcelona, who 
is to bo proposed to his Majesty by General Decaen. Thus, while 
General Lamarque will manoeuvre with his division in Upper, and 
General Mathieu in Xower Catalonia, General Decaen will repair 
in turn to the point from which he wishes to act, reducing or in- 
creasing one or the other corps, according to circumstances and 
to the scheme of his operations. The principal aim of General 
Decaen ought to be the protection of the frontier of France, 
without losing sight of the objects for which he proposed to 
occupy the coast. His Majesty does not insist upon forming a 
corps of 5000 men in Ccrdagna if the frontier can be otherwise 
protected. The corps may consist of only 3000 men, if 3000 be 
enough. In short, the integrity of the territory of France ought 
to be the chief care and the great object of the movements of 
General Decaen : . the arrangement of their detail will belong to 
him ; and for this purpose his Majesty places in him entire con- 
fidence. He will propose, on the above principles, the measures 
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idiiflli be thinks expedient He will propose a chief of the stsff 
in plaoe of Qeneral Planzonne. He will propose as governor of 
Bwoelona an energetic officer, capable of commanding, nnder the 
orders of General Mathieu.- Qeneral Oarnier, the present com- 
mandant of Barcelona, will be recalled. From these arrange* 
ments it follows that the garrison of Barcelona will continue to 
leeeiTe its sapplies by the old line of communication. 



[752.] Napoleon to Bebthieb. 

Pirlfl,Htfeli 16,1811 

Hy Oonsin, — Give strict orders to General Dorsenne to de^patok 
the three marching regiments belonging to the army of Portugal 
to their destination. This order must not be delayed ; these three 
regiments must join their corps. 

Order him to send some officers to hasten the march of Pair 
ombini's division. The marching regiments of infantry belong- 
ing to the army of the south, forming one column, with the march- 
ing regiments of cavalry, will proceed to Madrid, and from thence 
to Seville, to reinforce their regiments. All the marching regi- 
ments of the army of Portugal are to repair thither, be broken up, 
and the cadres to rejoin their depots. 

The army of the north will be composed in the following man- 
mer : of Gaffarelli's division, Palombini's division, the division of 
the guard, the 2nd and 3rd regiments of voltigeurs and tirailleurs, 
the 2nd and drd of the Vistula, and a division formed of the 40th 
and 84th of the line, and the remainder of the 34th light troops, of 
the 118th of the line, and the Swiss detachments. 

Repeat the order that all troops belonging to the Parisian 
guard are to return to France without delay. 

Let General Dorsenne know that marching regiments are to 
be sent to St. Sebastian, Yittoria, and Bayonne ; but that it is es- 
sential that, when troops are leaving Spain, the Spaniards should 
at the same time see others entering. 

Order all troops belonging to the army of Valencia to leave 
the army of the north and repair to their owi> corps. All these 
orders must be executed immediately. 
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£ 763.] Napoleon to Bmnnai hi t. 

PaifB»lfnrcliie,ln». 

My Oousin, — Order C^neral Dorsenne to keep at Yitioria 
the 40th, as well as the 34tli of the line. Into the 40th, he will 
ineorporate the 250 men of the marching battalion which are in- 
tended for the army of the south, and into the 34th the 63 men 
in the same battalion which are intended for the army of Portn- 
gal. He will incorporate into the Polish regiment fhe 73 men of 
the 6th battalion of the marching regiment belonging to the army 
of the south. Tell him to form into a single column and send off 
to Madrid the seven marching battalions of the army of the sonth; 
he will also send off the 386 men of the Ist marching regiment of 
light cavalry to that army, and the 145 men of the light cavalry 
and dragoons belonging to the armies of the south and of the 
centre. He will order the 200 men of the 7th Polish light horse 
who are at Haro, to return to Bayonne. These measures will 
deprive his army of seven marching battalions, but instead of them 
he will have six battalions of good troops of the 4th and 34th of 
the line, and he will lose a weak cavalry which is of little use. 
He must therefore despatch these troops immediately, by way of 
Aranda, if he thinks proper. 

The Belle-Isle battalion must be broken up and incorporated 
, into the 130th. Order all the troops which are at Bayonne or 
in the valley of the Bastan belonging to the 40th and the 34th to 
join their regiments at Yittoria. Announce to the Duke of 
Dalmatia the arrival of this reinforcement of 6000 infantry and 
500 cavalry, and repeat to the King of Spain the order to send 
to the south all the detachments of infantry and cavalry which 
belong to the army of the south. Reiterate the order to 
Palombini's division to proceed to Navarre, to be at General 
Dorsenne's disposal, and to form part of the army of the north. 
Let me know what there is at Bayonne or elsewhere belongiDg to 
the 34th and 113th of the line, as well as what they have at 
Oiudad Rodrigo, that I may see how many battalions can be 
organised. 

If you do not possess the requisite information, obtain it from 
Gkneral Borsenne; make him draw up a report. Repeat to the 
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Dake of Albnfera the order ihmt, if the Engliah sdrance on Bft- 
d»jos, he is not to remain idle with an army of 20,000 men ; he 
■hoold send a detachment to occopj Mnrcia and enable the 
Poke of Dalmatia to aaaemUe a hurge force to disengage his 
right; he ought eren, if necessaiy, to send a strong diyi8i<m 
towards Madrid, to relieve the troops at Almarai. 

[ 754«] Nafolbok to Bkbthikb. 

Pvb, Ifareb 16, 1812. 

Mj Ooosin, — Send an extraordinary express this evening 
to inform the King of Spain that I intrust to him the command 
of all my armies in Spain, and that Marshal Jourdan will per- 
form the duties of chief of the stafil Yon will send this order 
at the same time to Marshal Jourdan. Inform the King that 
I shall let him know my wishes on political matters through my 
ambassador. 

You will write to Marshal Suchet and to the Dukes of Dal- 
matia and of Bagusa that I have bestowed the command of all 
my armies in Spain upon the King ; that I have appointed Mar- 
shal Jourdan to be chief of the staff ; and that they are to obey all 
the King's orders, so as to prevent discordant action. 

You will also write separately to the Duke of Bagusa that 
the necessity of obtaining concurrent action in the armies of the 
south, of Valencia, and of Portugal, has determined me to give 
the command of these armies to the King of Spain, by whose 
orders he is to regulate his movementa 

In the course of to-morrow you will write to the King more 
in detail ; but it is necessary to despatch this evening an express 
to Bayonne. You will desire General I'Huillier to send an officer 
by post to take your letter to the King. 

[ 755.] Napoubok to Bbbthiks. 

Parfe, March 8»,1S19l 

My Cousin, — I beg you to send me a return of what there is 
belonging to the 34th and 40th regiments in th€ seven nuurohiDg 
battalions belonging to the army of the south, and in the resarve 



at Bayonne, and of the troops belongixig to the 20th dragooDfl and 
10th hoasars which are in the different marching companies. 

Repeat the order to General Dorsenne to complete the 34th 
and 40th by calling in all the detachments in the different 
marching regiments, and to fill np in the same manner the 10th 
hussars and 20th dragoons, and hasten the arrival of Palombini's 
division in Navarre ; and to take advantage of thb union of forces 
to march on Mendisabal, clear the mountain, and carry Pot^s. 

Write to General Dorsenne that the presence of General Caf* 
farelli is enough to keep down Navarre, and that he ought to 
proceed in person to Vittoria, to check the disturbance in 
SaDtander« 

Reiterate the order for the three Polish regiments to oou' 
tinue their route. Ask again for a return of the 113th and 
84tk 

Despatch an officer to carry these orders to General Dorsenne. 

[TSG.] Nafolson to Bbrthieb. 

Paris, April 8, 1812. 

My Cousin, — ^Write to Marshal SucHet that I think it neces- 
sary that General Reille should proceed to Aragon, to take the 
command of that important province. 

I wish General Reille to leave under the orders of General 
Maurice Mathieu 6,000 men^ that is to say, one French and one 
Italian brigade, and at least 300 horses. He is to take with him 
to Aragon a French and an Italian brigade. General Reille 
should also leave in Oatalonia all that belong to the corps in gar- 
rison at Tarragona, Lerida, and Barcelona. The whole of Cata- 
lonia, except Tortosa and Mequinenza, will be under the com- 
mand of General Decaen, for the sake of concurrent action. 
General Reille, when placed at Saragossa, will be able to prevent 
the spread of mischief in Aragon, and he may pursue the banditti 
in concert with Generals Maurice Mathieu and Caffarelli. 

Tell the Duke of Ragnsa that his aide-de-camp will inform 
him that I leave him carte blanche ; that, seeing the importance 
of combined operations, I have given to the King of Spain tike 
command of the armies of Portugal, of the South, and of Valencia, 
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in order that they may be all directed towardB one and ihe sane 
end; that oecnpying the Astorias is the greatest posaible eco- 
nomy of troops, as otherwise the rebels will adTance upon St. 
Sebastian and the rear, and will reqoire six times as many troops 
to put them down as would suffice to occupy the Asturias. 

Write in cipher to the King of Spain that I have intrusted 
him with the political and military direction of all the affairs in 
Spain ; that the army of Portugal, consisting of eight divisions 
of in&ntry, is ordered to keep one division in the Asturias, and 
is forced by the present state of things to place two divisions in 
the North, to hold Gallicia and the north of Portugal ; that there 
will remain therefore only five, or at most six divisions avail- 
able to succour Badajoc ; but that in this case he may dispose of 
the divimon of his guard and of the division of dragoons, which, 
joined to the Duke of Dalmatia's forces, will be enough to baffle 
the attempts of the English; that perhaps the Duke of Albufera 
might threaten Alicante and occupy Murcia ; that, if the Duke 
of Ragusa has marched on Almeida, which is not yet protected 
against a surprise, and has sent out detachments in every direo- 
tion, I think it improbable that Lord Wellington would risk 
seeing the French enter Lisbon in seven or eight marches ; but 
if, on the other hand, the Duke of Ragusa has remained at Sala- 
manca without making preparations for the war in the Agueda, 
and has allowed General Wellington to take up the initiative, or 
if, either for want of provisions, or on account of some other local 
difficulty,, he should be obliged to follow the enemy's lead, he 
may, as soon as the siege of Badajoz is begun,* collect together 
five or six divisions of the army of Portugal, the available troops 
of the army of the Centre, which, joined to the army of the 
South, will bring his numbers to double those of the English, for 
at most they have not more than from 25,000 to 30,000 men, and, 
counting the Portuguese, 50,000. 

Either we must take the initiative by providing for the de- 
fence of Salamanca, constructing a tete-de-pont on the Agueda, 

* At the date of this letter the siege <£ Badiyoz was nearly terminated. 
The place was taken on the 6th of April, 1812.-i-TB. 
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loping up the war in the north of Portugal and pursuing the 
enemy, which is taking the initiative, or, if this is not done, we 
must follow the enemy's lead, and go wherever he goes. In this 
case, several divisions of the army of Portugal must undoubtedly 
proceed towards the Tagus, leaving at Salamanca sufficient 
forces to fortify that important post and to hold the north. It 
appears that the English have 1500 men in Carthagena, as many 
in Alicante, 3000 or 4000 at Cadiz, and 30,000 in Portugal, and 
besides these from 20,000 to 25,000 Portuguese disciplined and 
under arms. 



[ 757.] BEBTmsB to MAbMOirr. 

AprillS, 18191 

M. le Marechal, — ^I have laid before the Emperor your letters 
of the 22nd and 25th of March. * In my despatches of the 18th 
and 20th of February I prescribed to you the measures necessary 
for taking the initiative, and giving the war a character suited to 
.the glory of the French arms, by getting rid of the irresolution 
«nd change of plans which at present belong to it, and which fore- 
tell a conquered army ; but instead of studying and trying to act 
up to the spirit of these instructions, you have chosen to misun- 
derstand the letter of my orders, and to act in absolute contradic- 
tion to their spirit. These instructions were carefully reascmed 
out, and their motives developed, as the orders of a Government 
ought to be ; they were given at 300 leagues of distance, and six 
weeks of time ; they supposed you to be in front of the enemy, and 
they enjoined you to hold him in check, and to oblige the greater 
part of his army to remain in the north by fixing your head-quar- 
ters at Sidamanca, and exchanging shots perpetually with Oiudad 
Rodrigo and Almeida. In these instructions you were told, ^' If, 
under these circumstances^ the enemy remains before you with less 
than five divisions, march towards him, keep him in view. As 
his hospitals and magaeines are between Lisbon and the Ooa, he 
will not be able to empty them so rapidly as to prevent your com- 

* Tfaeae letters do not appear. — Tb. 
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ing up with him." I added that, in these circmnstances, it was 
ahsnrd to think that the English General would abandon the 
whole of the north to attack a place which threatened .* 

You are recommended to second the King, and, for the sake 
of your attachment to his person and the glory of his arms, to 
do all that is in your power to prevent 40,000 English from 
spoiling all the affairs in Spain, which will infallibly be the case 
if the generals of the different corps are not animated by the 
desire of glory, and by the patriotism which alone can overcome 
obstacles, and prevent the sacrifice of the public good to personal 
ambition and private passions. 

When His Majesty returns from Poland he mil proceed io 
Spain : he hopes that your conduct will in future deserve noth« 
ing but praise, and that you will acqiure fresh diuns to his 
•Bteem. 



[758.] Bbrtbueb to Josbpb. 

FlHia, April 16, 18T& 

Bire^— I had the honour of acquainting your Majesty with 
the letter which I wrote to the Duke of Bagusa on the 18th 
of February last. As the dispositions contained in it were mis' 
understood by the Marshal, I sent to him on the 12th March, 
by his aide-decamp, Colonel Jardet, the annexed letter,t whi^ 
reached him on the 25th, Acknowledging the receipt of this 
despatch, in a letter dated the 27th, the Duke of Bagusa informs 
me that on the 1st of April he will be, with three of his divi- 
sions, before Ciudad Rodrigo ; but from the same letter it appears 
that he proposed to direct upon Placenoia General Foy's division, 
which was at Almaraz. The Emperor trusts that better infoima^ 
tion as to the English position prevented his committing this error. 
In another letter, dated the BOtb, the Ihike of Bagusa says that 
he has received the letter by whidi I announced to him that your 
Majesty had the command of the armies in Spain; I have no 
doubt but that he has hastened to take your orders* I send to 
you, Sire, my answer to hi» letter of the 27th of March. Jnst 

» lUegible.— Ed, f See thia letter p. 180.— Ta 
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now, when the English have assembled their forces to lay siege to 
Badajoz, the movements and the direction of the armies of the 
Centre, of the Soath, and of Portugal are so important, that the 
Kmperor is persuaded that your Majesty bestows serions attention 
upon them, and that you have taken Marshal Jourdan and Gen- 
eral Daultanne into your councils. 

Reinforcements are on their way to Spain, and convoys of 
money are despatched regularly every month. The Duke of 
Albufera sends word that nearly hi^f of ihe contribution imposed 
on Valencia has been paid« 

The French troops in Spain are very numerous, and your 
Majesty is empowered to direct them. You have doubtless given 
the requisite orders to the Duke of Kagnsa's army, that it may 
hold the English in check, and act in concert with the army of the 
south. 

The Emperor expects your Majesty to act with vigour, and 
to enforce obedience. 



[759.] BEBTHoea to SncHErr. 

Psrk, April Si 1^3: 

M. le Mar^chal, — >In the present state of affairs the Emperor 
may at any time set off to join the Grand Army. Before re^ 
moving further from Spain, His Majesty thinks fit to place under 
the same command Upper and Lower Catalonia, Aragon, and the 
kingdom of Valencia, and this command the Emperor bestows 
upon you. The army of Catalonia, which is under General 
Decaen^s orders^ is at your disposal. You will therefore, M. le 
Due, immediately furnish all the places in Upper and Lower 
Catalonia with provisions, and pay particular attention to Barce- 
lona. You are to employ all the forces under your orders for 
the general good of the country which you command, including in 
your plans the garrison of Barcelona and the troops under 
General Pecaen. 

The Emperor desires that from the day on which you receive 
this letter you oorre^nd with the Minister of War instead of 
with me: you will continue nevertheless to correi^ond with 
the King, who is commander'in-Kshief of all the armies in Spain* 
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Toa are to mtke no ehange in General Decaen's oommsnd, 
except that be is under yon, as yonr command will in fntore ex- 
tend over Upper and Lower Catalonia, Aragon, and Yalenoia. 

You are aware of the importance of sopplying the places in 
Catalonia with snfficient 'provisions, and of keeping the conntiy 
qniet. 

I will inform General Decaen and General Maurice Mathieu 
that they are under your orders. General Beille and the troops 
under his command continue to form part of your army. 

I will send a copy of your cipher to the Minister of War* 

[760.] Nafolbon to Clabbss. 

St Gkmd, April 28» 1819L 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I see no change to he made in the 
army of Catalonia. G*eneral Decaen may take the title of Otov' 
emor of Catalonia. You must make him understand that the 
superior command of Marshal Suchet is not to prevent his oor^ 
responding with you and doing whatever is necessary. My 
motive for this measure was that all the troops in that part of the 
ooontry might, in case of an emergency, be united for the same 
object 

[ 761.] Napoleon to Claekb. 

Dresden, Maj 28» 18ia 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — ^I return to you the Spanish corres^ 
pondence. Write to the Duke of Bagusa that he is to take his 
orders from the King; that I suppose that he conducted his 
retreat according to the rules of war, not retiring before Lord 
Wellington's light cavalry, but obliging him to bring up his forces 
in large bodies ; that he has preserved his t^tes-de-pont upon the 
Agueda, which alone will enable him to obtain every day news 
of the enemy, and to hold him in check ; that if, on the other 
hand, he has placed 30 leagues between himself and the enemy, 
as he has done twice before, against all military principles, he per- 
mits the English general to proceed whithersoever he pleases, he 
perpetually loses the initiative, and is no longer of any weight 
in the affairs of Spain. • 
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Thftt Biaoaj and the north are in a dango^uB pocdtion in oon* 
sequence of General Bonnet'e diviaion having evacuated the 
Asturias, which have not yet heen re-ocoupied ; that the north 
is exposed to disasters ; that Santona and St Sebastian are in 
danger; that the free oommnnioation of the gaerillas with 
Oallicia and the Astorias by sea renders them formidable ; that 
unless the Asturias are speedily re^occupied, his position cannot 
improve. 

Desire General Oaffarelli to keep his troops more together aiid 
to have always a column in hand. 

Writo to General FHuillier to keep an eye on St Sebastian^ 
and always to hold 3000 men ready to send thither, if it should 
require assistance. 

In order to guard against the ill'Concerted movements and the 
unfortunate direction given to our affairs by the Duke of Ragusai 
it is necessary to have generally many troops at Bayonne. 
Hasten the march of the 3rd, of the 105th, and of the 5th pro- 
visional demi-brigade to Bayonne, and keep two brigadier-gen- 
erals there; that there may always be sufficient forces at the 
disposal of (General rHuillier to enable him to act according to 
circumstances. 

Collect 1000 cavalry from the dep6ts of the armies of Spain, 
form them into a marching regiment, and send them to Bayonne. 

Write to General PHuiUier to keep his troops in the valley 
of the Bastan, at Bayonne, at St. Jean de Luz, and at Irun ; to 
feed them well, hut them, drill and exercise them. If the Duke 
of Ragusa continues to commit blunders, this reserve will pre- 
vent their becoming irremediable. 

[702.] Marmomt to JosKPtt. 

I have the honour of giving an account to your Majesty of 
the events which took place before my arrival on the Douro, and 
of the motives which led me thither. Having increased my 

* ThiB letter of Mannont's is inserted in conseqnence partly of its in- 
ttvaac interest, and partly to render intelligible Napoleon's orittoisina on it in 
the next letter.— Tb. 



232 BATTES or 8ALAHAK0A. Quf. XTUt 

trtillerj and osTalry, asd joined by Qeneral Bonnet's diyision, I 
Bet about to resame the offensiye. On tbe 17th of this month, 
after having, in order to deceive the enemy, mancBuvred for four 
or five days to my right in ^e direction of Toro, I crossed the 
bridge of TordesiUas and arrived without difficulty upon the 
table-land of Bueda : the same night the army halted at Nava 
del Bey. On the 18th, having surprised the advanced guard of 
the enemy at TordesiUas, I pressed it vith vigour, and forced it 
to make a retreat of more than three leagues with much precipi' 
tation and great danger, and constantly under the fire of my 
artillery. That day I reached the banks of the Zuarena, where 
the enemy took up a position. The strength of that position 
having prevented me from attacking, I manoeuvred to effect the 
passage of the river, which took place on the 20th. The enemy, 
who had followed me in my movement, sought to gain possession 
of the table-lands, on which depended the security of my opera- 
tion, but he failed, and we manoeuvred under a constant cannon- 
ade firom each other's artillery. This sort of operation is the only 
one which is good against the English, who have a peculiar talent 
for taking up positions, and whom therefore it is advisable to 
thwart by preventing them as much as possible (before entering 
into action) from establishing themselves as they wish to do. On 
the 20th the enemy moved to the strong position of St. GristobaL 
On the 21st I effected the passage of the Torm^s, after having 
taken possession of the bridge of Alba ; the army placed itself 
between Alba de Tonnes and Salamanca, at the entrance of the 
woods. On the night of the 21st the English army passed the 
Torm^, and placed itself in position opposite to me at a distance 
of three-quarters of a league. 

I made a reconnaissance at daybreak, and I passed the morn- 
ing in making my dispositions, first with a view of preparing a 
good defence, and secondly with that of attacking, if circum- 
stances should appear favourable. Everything promised well. 
I thought it necessary to occupy a table-land which completed 
our system of defence, and, at the same time, would be very 
useful in case we should act upon the offensive, on which I had 
almost determined. I caused it to be occupied by the 6th division 
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and the reserve of the horse-artillery, with strict orders to oanfine 
themselves to taking possession of the table-land. As it was pos- 
sible that the enemy, when he saw that we were masters of it, 
would attack it before I had time to collect all my forces, I 
directed two divisions to draw near as a support. General Man- 
cune broke and drove off the English detachment which occnpied 
the heights. 

Up to that time we had had nothing but saccess, and everything 
promised that it would be complete. I thought it necessary to 
bring up frosh troops to act with vigour in support of General 
Maucune, and to crush the enemy, who was assembling his forces. 
I immediately collected together all the troops at my disposal, 
and I was proceeding to lead them and to take the immediate 
command of this part of the battle, when, by a cruel accident, 
at the moment when my presence was most required, a round of 
grape-shot threw me over, shattering my right arm, and inflicting 
two severe wounds in my side, thus rendering me incapable of 
taking any part in the command. The anarchy consequent upon 
this accident and on the wound of General Bonnet, my next in 
command as the senior general of division, who was struck a few 
instants afterwards, prevented the execution of my orders; so 
that General Maucune, notwithstanding the brilliant success which 
he had obtained, was forced by superior numbers to retire. The 
troops which came to his assistance, performing prodigies of val- 
our, but acting without concert, were also forced to retreat. At 
length. Sire, the army, having maintained the combat for three 
hours, quitted the field of battle. 

General Clause!, who is in command, has judged it necessary 
to recross the Torm^s, and will take a position on the right bank 
of the Lesma and the Douro. 

The condition in which I am, obliges me to offer to your 
Majesty a very brief report As soon as I can, I shall have the 
honour of entering into fuller details upon this event, which illus- 
trates but too forcibly the caprices of fortune and the dissipation 
of the most flattering hopes by sad realities. The army has to 
regret the loss of a considerable number of ofEicers of every rank. 
The Generals Ferez-Thomi^re and Desgravier have &llen ; Gei^ 
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enl has reoelTed s ball throng ihe ihigli; G^ieral 

Menne is wounded, as is also (General Olansel, but slightly. We 
estimate our loss at nearlj 5000 men : that of the English must 
be mach greater. I can hardly describe the mischief which was 
done to them by our artillery. 



[768.] Nafolboit to Olabke. 

Ohiart, Sept 2, 1812.* 

Monsienr le Dao de Feltre, — ^I have received the Duke of 
Bagosa^s report on the battle of the 22nd. It is impossible to 
read anything with less meaning ; it is fhller of intricacies and 
wheelworks than a clock, and it contains not one word of informa- 
tion as to the real state of things. 

Here is the view which I take of the affair and of the conduct 
to be held by you : — 

You will wait till the Duke of Ragusa has arrived, till his 
wounds are cured and his recovery is nearly complete. You 
will then ask him for a categorical answer to the following 

questions : — 

Why did he offer battle without the orders of his commander- 
in-chief? 

Placed, as he was, by the general dispositions of the army, at 
Salamanca, it was natural that he should defend himself if at- 
tacked ; but since he had evacuated Salamanca, and left it several 
marches behind him, why did he not inform his commander-in- 
chief ? Why did he not ask for orders as to his conduct, depend- 
ent as that ought to have been on the general system of my 
armies of Spain? 

His insubordination has caused all these disasters. And even 
supposing that he was not obliged to put himself into communica- 

* Ghiast, or Grjatz, is a town about 95 miles from Moscow and aboat 80 
from Borodino. Napoleon remained there from the Ist to the 4th of Septem- 
ber preparing for the battle of Borodino. This letter, cahn, considerate, full, 
and precise, written at a moment of such anxiety, and almost on the eve of so 
tremendous a straggle, is a striking example of Napoleon's moral andintenfict- 
nal strength.— Tb. 
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tioQ ivith his oommander-in-ohief and to obey his orders, what 
eonld have indaoed him to abandon his defensive position on the 
Bouro, when, without overstraining his imagination, he mi^t 
have sapposed it possible that he might be reinforced bj the ar- 
rival of the division of dragoons, of 30 pieces of cannon, and by 
more than 15,000 French troops whom the King had in hand ? 

How could he exchange his defensive for an offensive position, 
without waiting for the junction and assistance of a corps consist- 
ing of from 15,000 to 17,000 men ? 

The King had* ordered the army of the North to despatch its 
cavalry to his assistance ; they were on their way ; the Duke of 
Kagusa must have been aware of it, as the cavalry arrived on the 
eyening after the battle. 

There are several marches between Salamanca and Burgos; 
why did he not make a delay of two days in order to obtain this 
reinforcement of cavalry, which was of so much consequence to 
him? 

Ton must demand an explanation of the reasons which induced 
the Duke of Bagusa to offer battle without the orders of his 
commander-in-chief, and without waiting for the reinforcements 
which the King, as commander-in-chief of my armies of Spain, 
might have collected from the armies of the Centre, of Valencia, 
and of Andalusia ? 

The army of the Centre alone furnished 15,000 men and 2500 
horse, which might have arrived at the very time when the Duke 
of Bagusa was occasioning the defeat of the French army; in- 
deed, from his two amnios the King might have brought to him 
40,000 men. 

Again, when the Duke of Bagusa knew that 1500 horse were 
on their way to him from Burgos, why did he not await their 
arrival ? 

Putting these two circumstances together — his taking up the 
offensive without the orders of his commander-in-chief, and his 
not postponing the battle for two days in order to receive the 
15,000 infantry which the King was bringing to him, and the 
1500 cavalry which were coming to him from the army of the 
Korth^-one is inclined to think that the Duke of Bagusa was 
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afraid of the KingVsharing in his snocefls, and tbat lie sacrifieed 
to personal yanity the glory of his ooontiy and the good of my 
senrioe. 

Order the generals of diyisions to send retoms of their losses. 
It is intolerable that fidse aooounts should be sent and the lamth 
disguised. 

Order General Glansel, who is in command of the army, to 
send a return of the troops before as well as after the battle. 

Ask the generals of the different corps also for precise re- 
turns. 

At a fitting moment you will let the Duke of Bagnsa know 
how much I am offended by his inexplicable conduct in not wait- 
ing two days for succours from the armies of the Centre and of 
the North. 

I am anxiously expecting the arrival of the King's aide-de- 
camp, that I may obtain some real information ; what the King 
has written is of little Talue. 



[ 764.3 Napoueon to Clabke. 

GhiaAt, Sept 2, 1812. 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I think it advisable to put the Dnke 
of Kagusa's justification into the ' Moniteur/ Tou must also 
insert the staff officer's report, describing the subsequent state of 
things, and an article, with the date of the day on which the King 
with his troops reached Olmedo, and that on which the cavalry 
from the army of the north arrived. 

Ask General Clausel also to send you a detailed report, to he 
inserted in the ^ Moniteur,' with some passages softened. The 
public will thus understand what has happened, and will see that 
the check which the Duke of Ragusa has sustained does not pre- 
vent our affairs in Spain from being prosperous, as our armies are 
excellent, and our losses are about equal to those of the enemy. 
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[ 765.3 KAFoiAnr to Clabkb. 

MoMow,8eptlt,181S.* 

M. le Poo de Feltre, — ^I think Qeneral Beille the man best 
fitted to command the army of Portugal If nothing has occurred 
to the contrary, I think that you will do well to gire him that 
command. 



[76S.3 Napoi^bon to Clabkb. 

Moscow, Oei 19, 1819.t 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^An aide-de-camp from the King of 
Spain has brought letters to me dated the first week in September. 
Ton are aware that at this distance I can do nothing for the 
armies of Spain. 

Let the King of Spain and the Duke of Dalmatia know how 
little help they are to expect, and how necessary their present 
litiistion makes it that they should unite, and diminish as much as 
18 in their power the disasters caused by a pernicious system; that 
it was very absurd in the King to allow 400 men to be taken at 
Goadarrama, and IdOO at the Retiro ; these men were of use 
against the town and the guerillas, but were incapable of making 
a defence against any other enemy ; that it is grievous that the 
Duke of Kagusa permitted garrisons to be taken at Salamanca, 
Toro, Zamora, &a Such events are calamities. 

Write to the King that I desire that such things may not re- 
cur; that Lerida, Tarragona, and the other fortresses in Catalonia 
must be blown up ; that if we are to lose this frontier, it must not 
be left in a state in which it would be difficult to take it again. I 
have given this order repeatedly. 

Let the cohort of La Bochelle and the other cohorts in the 
interior advance towards the frontier to defend it. 

They should not pass beyond the frontier, but remain there to 
prevent invasion. 

* This date is erroneous. The advanced gnard of the French armj did 
not enter Moscow until the 14th of September. — ^Tb. 

t If the date of this letter be correct, it must have been written as Napo- 
leon was in the act of quitting Moscow. He marched out b^ore daybreak on 
the 19th of October.—- Tb. 
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[ 767.] Napoleon to Ci.abkb. 

Bi«iiita«I>ea6,18tS.« 

M. le Duo de Feltre, — ^I have read with interest the jonnial 
of the siege of the oastle of Burgos ; I think that it onght to be 
put into the ^ Moniteur/ 

Let me have a draft of a decree for rewarding General Dahre- 
ton and the officers and soldiers who distinguished themselves m 
that defence. 



[ 768.] Napoleon to Clabkb. 

Paris, Dee. S4, 1811 

M. le Due de Feltre, — ^I wish your relations with the army of 
Spain to remain unaltered. You will insert in the ^ Moniteur ' 
whatever you think proper. 

* On the night of the 5th of December Napoleon left the Grand Anny, 
having previooaly dictated the 29th boUetin. He reached Paris on the 
18th.— Tb. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Tms chapter embraces the first six moiiths of the year 1818. 
Napoleon passed a small part of that year in France. He left 
Paris On the 15th of April ; he returned on the 9th of November. 
During his absence he appears to have paid little attention to the 
affairs of Spain, and when he returned he found his armies driven 
across the frontier of France, and Joseph quietly established as a 
country gentleman at Mortefontaine. 

I have translated an interesting letter from Desprez, Joseph's 
aide-de-camp, describing his interview with Napoleon a few hours 
before the commencement of the retreat from Moscow, and the 
retreat itself up to Wilna. 

I have also translated four letters from Clarke to Joseph, the 
only ones which seem to have been dictated by Napoleon. 

Others appear to have been written. In a letter dated the 
11th of July, Joseph alludes to orders of Napoleon's dated the 
8th, and to a letter dated the 9th, and he afterwards refers to 
one of the 16th. 

None of these documents are inserted by M. du Gasse, nor is 
their absence explained. 



[769.1 Despbsz to Jossfh. 

Paris, Jan. 8, 18ia 

Sire, — ^I have already had the honour of announcing to your 
Majesty my arrival in Paris ; but as the express was my means 
of communication, I was forced to use the utmost disoretion 
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The Queen haying advised me to write to jon in detail, and 
offered to send my letter by the first courier whom she despatches, 
I take the opportunity of giving an account to your Majesty of 
the result of my mission, and of some of the events which I have 
witnessed. 

I arrived at Moscow on the evening of the 18th of October. 
The Emperor had just heard that the advanced guard, under the 
command of the King of Naples, had been attacked, and forced 
to retreat with only pigrt of their artillery. The withdrawal of 
ihe troops was already dcfcided upon, and they had begun to put 
themselves in motion. My arrival was announced to his Majesty, 
who returned at first an answer which was but little favourable. 
However, in the middle of the night I was called, t delivered 
to the Emperor the despatches with which your Majesty had 
intrusted me, and, without opening them, he questioned me as to 
the contents ; he then made upon the campaign some of the re- 
flections which your Majesty anticipated. 

He said that your march to assist the army of Portugal was 
commenced too late; that it might have been made a month 
sooner; that he himself* had dictated the course to be adopted 
under such circumstances when, in 1808, he had left Madrid with- 
out hesitation to march upon the English who had advanced as 
far as Yalladolid. I replied that your Majesty set off a few 
hours after the arrival of Palombini's division, that you were 
obliged to wait for this division in order to carry to the army of 
Portugal such a reinforcement as to put success beyond a doubt; 
that you thought it less necessary to hasten the movement as 
Marshal Marmont had frequently written to say that he considered 
himself too weak to engage the English without assistance ; that 
he had the power of choosing his own time; that he was not 
beaten in his position on the Douro, but on a field of battle, on 
which his presence was uncalled for. The Emperor then ob- 
served that, on hearing of the loss of the battle of Salamanca, 
your Majesty should have proceeded towards the Douro to Join 
yourself to the army of Portugal. I reminded him of your 
march from the Guadarrama on Segovia, and of the critical 
position in which you were left by the Duke of Ragusa, who him- 
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self had proposed this man<Buvre.*^ The Emperor said that he 
was well aware of all the reproaches which might be addressed to 
Marshal Marmont on this subject. He added that, having effected 
a retreat upon Madrid, the army of the centre ought to have held 
the defiles of the Guadarrama for a longer time; that they 
crossed the Tagns too soon ; that, at any rate, when this retreat 
was resolyed on, the garrison should have been withdrawn from 
the Ketiro, all the gun-carriages broken up, the eagles carried ofl^ 
and the clothing burnt ; that he never had considered this post 
as fit for more than to keep down the people of Madrid ; that, as 
the enemy was master of the field, it should have been abandoned 
to him ; and that of all the faults of the campaign this was the 
one which he least understood. I answered these remarks in the 
manner agreed upon with your Majesty.f The Emperor then 
proceeded to the Duke of Dalmatians letter ; he told me that it 
had already reached him through another channel, but that he 
had attached no importance to it; that Marshal Soult was in 
error ; that he could not attend to such trifles while he was at 
the head of 500,000 men and engaged in enormous undertakings 
— the'se were his expressions ; that, however, the Duke of Did- 
matia's suspicions did not much surprise him ; :{: that they are 
shared by many generals belonging to the army of Spain, who 
think that your Majesty prefers Spain to France ; that he was 
convinced that you had a French heart, but that those who judged 

• 

* Joseph had advanced to wiihmtwo inarches of Salamanca when he heard 
of Marmonf 8 defeat, and retreated across the Guadarrama pass towards Mad- 
rid. Letters finom General Clansel induced him to suspend his retreat, to cross 
again the Guadarrama, and march to Segovia, where he hoped to join Clausel* 
He waited for Glausel four days, and, finding that he was marching on Buzgos, 
returned himself to Madrid, remained there from the 2nd to the lOth of August, 
and then retired to Valencia. — Tr. 

t What this answer was does not appear, nor is it easy to coi\}ecture it. The 
reader will prohably agree with Napoleon, that Jos^h*s conduct in this matter 
was inexplicable. — Tr. 

X Soult had written to Napoleon to express his sospidons that Joseph was 
betraying the French cause, in the hope of pleasing the Spaniards, getting rid 
of the French, and retaining his throne through the aUies. Joseph had ze- 
oniied that Soult should be recalled and punished. — ^Tb. 
Vol n.— 11 
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jou by your public gpetdk^ might think otherwise. He added 
that Marshal Soult'swas the only military head in Spain; tiiat 
he oonld not wi^draw him without endangering the army ; that, 
on the other hand, he was perfectly easy as to Marshal Soolt's 
intentions, as he had just learnt from the Englidi newspapers that 
the Marshal was evacuating Andalusia, and joining the aimies of 
the centre and of Aragon ; that this junction will make them 
strong enough to take up the oflfensive ; that he had no orders to 
send ; that it was impossible to give orders from such a distance ; 
that he did not disguise from himself the extent of the eyil; and 
that he more than ever regretted that your Majesty had not iiA- 
lowed hb advice not to ocetum to Spain,*^ 

He added that it was useless for me to return ; that I should 
stay with the army, where employuient would be given to me. 
I entreated then to be sent back to your Msj^ty in a manner 
which seex^ed to make some impression on the Emperor ; and he 
ended by telling n^e that I shoi^d be ^ent bm^k, but that it was 
impossible just at present; ^t, as I was in want of rest, I 
should remain at Moia^ow ; and that^ since I was an engineer, I 
should be charged with the direction of the works and defence 
of the Kremlin, under the command of the Buke of Treyiso, I 
received, in consequence, ^n order written by the Prince of Keof- 
ch&tel. When, after the complete evacuation of Moscow, Mar- 
shal Mortier^s corps rejoined th^ army, I asked and obtained 
permission to ren^n attached to it till I was sent back I feared 
that, if \ stayed f^t headrquarters,' new duties, which wght pre- 
vent my return, would be assigned to me, and thi^t perhaps they 
would avoid sending to 'your Majesty- an eye-witness of the events 
which were taking place, and I remained with Marshal Mortier, 
waiting for an opportunity of returning. Having reached Wiba 
a short time after the Emperor left it, I obtained the Duke of 
Bassano^s permission to proceed to Paris and wait there for or- 
ders. In a former letter I had the honour of announcing to you 

* It is difficult to suppose that this adyice was not actaally given, when we 
find it thus referred to by Napoleon. But there is no trace of it in the Cones- 
pondence, and Joseph's supposed refusal to follow it is inoonsistent with his con- 
stant and earnest entreaties to be allowed to quit his Spanish throne.— Tb. 
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Majesty that the state of my health forced me to postpone my 
retam to Spain. 

The army, when I quitted it, was in the most horrible misery. 
For a long while previously the disorder and losses had been 
liightfal; the artillery and eairalry had ceased to exist. The 
differoit regiments were all mixed together ; the soldiers marched 
pell-mell, and sought only how to prolong mechanically their ex- 
istence. Althou^ the enemy was on all sides of us, thousands 
of men strayed every day into the neighbouring villages, and 
fell into the hands of the Cossacks. Nevertheless, large as is the 
number of prisoners, that of the dead exceeds it. It is impos- 
sible to describe the famine ; during more than a month there 
were no rations; dead horses were the only resource, and even 
tiie marshals were frequently in want of bread. The severity 
of the climate rendered hunger more fatal ; every night we left 
at the bivouac several hundred corpses. I think that I may, 
without exaggeration, estimate JJiose who have been lost in this 
maimer at 100,000— the truth is best expressed by saying that 
the army is dead. The young guard, which formed part of the 
corps to which I was attached, was 8000 strong when we left 
Moscow ; at Wilna it scarcely numbered 400. All the other 
corps are reduced in the same proportion ; , and as the flight did 
not end at the Niemen, I am persuaded that not 20,000 men 
reached the Vistula. It was believed in the army that a great 
many soldiers were on in front, who would rally when it was pos- 
sible to suspend the retreat. I convinced myself of the con- 
trary ; at 5 leikgues from head-quarters I met no more stragglers, 
and I was then aware of the extent of the comity. 

A single fact may give your Majesty an idea of the state of 
things. Since crossing the Niemen a corps of 800 Neapolitans, 
the -only corps which has preserved any sort of order, formed the 
rear-guard of a Erench army the strength of which once amounted 
to 300,000 men. It is impossible to say how contagious was 
the disorder : the corps of the Dukes of Belluno and Beggio 
amounted together to 30,000 men when they crossed the Bere- 
sina; two days afterwards they had melted away like the rest of 
(he. army. Sending reinforcements only inc^ased the losseSi and 
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at Itft we became aware that fresh troops most not be allowed to 
eome in contact with a disorderly multitude which could no longer 
be called an army. The King of Naples declared that, in dele- 
gating the command to him, the Emperor exacted the greatest 
posuble proof of his deyotion. Both the moral and phyncal 
strength of the Prince of Neufch&tel were completely exhausted. 
If your Majesty were now to ask me when the retreat is to end, 
I can say only that it depends on the en^niy. I do not ihii)k that 
Prussia will make much effort to defend her iemtorj, M. de 
Narbonne, whom I saw at Berlin, and who was the bearer of 
letters from the Emperor to the King of Prussia, told me that 
both the King and his prime minister were favourably diqMwed, 
but that he was aware that the feeling of the nation was difiereni 
Already several brawls had taken place between the citiiens of 
Berlin and the soldiers of the French garrison; and when I 
passed through Prussia I had opportunities of convincing myself 
that no trust could be placed in our recent ally. 

It seems also that in the Austrian army the officers declaim 
openly against the war. 

Sad as this picture is, I believe it to be painted without exag- 
geration, and that my observations have been made with impar- 
tiality. My estimate of the extent of the evil is the same now 
as it was when I was nearer to the scene of action. 



[770.] Clarke to Joseph. 

Parte, Jan. 4» 18ia 

Sire, — I have laid before his Imperial Majesty the letters 
which your Majesty did me the honour of writing to me from 
Arevalo on the 30th of November, and firom Madrid on the 4th 
of December. 

The Emperor assumes that the 29th bulletin* has informed 
your Majesty as to the affairs of the north, and shown that they 
require all our cares and all our efforts, and that Spanii^ ques- 
tions must be subordinate to them. In these circumstances the 

* The celebrated bnlletiii, annomicing the destractioii of the Fieaiii army 
bi BumU. — Tb. 
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Emperor thinks diat joor Majesty should more with your head- 
quarters to Yalladolid, and let Madrid be oconpied only by one 
of the extremities of your line. The oonmmnieation between 
your head-quarters and France will thus be shorter and safer, 
and the north will be better protected. When your Majesty is in 
this new position, the Bmperor hopes that you will turn to ao- 
count the inactivity of the English by pacifying Nayarre, Biscay, 
and Santander. The increase of the guerrillas in this direotion 
has rendered Cafiarelli unable to perform all his duties. Forced 
as he is to escort convoys, to protect ccmmiunications, to guard 
oimr portion of the coast, and to collect contributions and subsist- 
ence, he ought also to retake the posts seized by the enemy, and 
to dri^e them from Santander, Castro, Bermeo, and Bilbao. The 
support and the reinforcements which your Majesty can give will 
afford the means, and the tranquillity of the north of Spain will be 
the result. As to the various demands contained in your Ma- 
jesty's letter, I will answer them successively, and I trust that 
yon win rely on my eagerness to comply with th^n. 

[771.] Clarke to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 12, 181& 

Sire, — ^I had the honour of writing three times to your Ma- 
jesty during January, to transmit the Emperor's wishes on the 
management of Spanish affairs, and, as my despatches were, at 
the least, triple, I trust that they reached their destination. I 
received to-day a duplicate of your Majesty's letter of the 8th 
February, the first not having arrived, which shows the con-. 
tinning difficulty of communication. The inconvenience becomes 
more sensible as the prompt execution of the Emperor's orders 
becomes more urgent. His Majesty is most anxious to know 
what has been done in Madrid in pursuance of his instructions ; 
and his constant disappointment leads him to dread that the pre- 
cious period of two months, during which the English have been 
inactive, has been lost. He trusts that, at latest, the 29th bulle- 
tin has shown to your Majesty the necessity of opening and 
secoring by every possible means jour communication with 
France. This can be done only by throwing the forces in your 
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Majesty's hands on the line of commnnication between Bajonne 
and France, and by sending into Navarre and Aragon troops 
soffioient to destroy the bands which lay waste those provinces. 

The army of Portugal, acting with that of the North, is 
soffieient for these purposes, and the #rmies of the Centre and 
the South can hold in check the English until circumstances 
change. The Emperor commands me to reiterate to your Ma- 
jesty that the use of Yalladolid, as a residence and as head- 
quarters, is an indispensable preliminary. From thence must be 
directed on the Burgos road, and on the other fit points, tiie 
troops which are to reinforce or to second the army of the North* 
Madrid, and even Valencia, form parts of this system, only as 
posts to be held by your extreme left, not as places to be ke^ by 
a concentration of forces. Yalladolid and Salamanca are now 
the essential points between which the troops that are to be ready 
to take the oflfensive against the English, and to defeat their plans, 
are to be distributed. The Emperor hears that they are Btreii|rth- 
ening themselves in Portugal, and appear to intend either to enter 
Spun or to send from Lisbon an expedition of 25,000 men, 
English and Spanish, to invade the French coast while we are 
fighting in the north. To prevent this we must always be ready 
to move forward, and to threaten a march on Lisbon, or the con- 
quest of Portugal. At the same time the communicati(m wilh 
France must be easy and safe, which, as I have already stated to 
your Majesty, can be efiected only by employing the time while 
the English are inactive, to pacify Biscay and Navarre. 

As the Emperor's anxiety respecting the affairs of Spain has 
led me to reproduce his wishes on several occasions, and in 
different forms, I now recapitulate the most important suggestions- 
whioh I have had the honour of making to your Majesty. 

To occupy Yalladolid and Salamanca, to use the utmost ex- 
ertion to pacify Navarre and Aragon, to keep the communicatioa 
with France rapid and safe, to be always ready to take the offei^ 
Biye — ^these are the Emperor's instructions for the campaign, and 
the principles on which all its operations ought to be founded. 
I need not add that, if the French armies in Spain are inactive; 
and allow the English to invade our coasts, the tranquillity of 



¥m. 181& INSTBVOnOKB TO JOSBPU. 247 

Sranoe will be endaDgered, and the rain of oar oaose in Spain 
ineyitable. 



[772.] Clabke to Joseph. 

• Puis, Feb. 2«, 1813. 

Sire, — After I had written to jonr Majesty on the 12th of 
February, in reply to yonr letter of the 8th of January, I re- 
ceived a further letter from your Majesty of the same date. The 
latter part of it is a copy of the letter which I have answered. 
The earlier part is a statement of the wants of the army of Spain 
and of your Majesty. 

I have laid*both letters before the Emperor. His Majesly 
oommands me to send to you by General LucoUe a oopy of my 
last letter, and to repeat his' wishes respecting the conduct of the 
war. 

I trust that General Lucolle will find the head-quarters at 
Yalladolid, and troops sent to pacify Nayarre and Aragon. 
Madrid will be held by a moyeable corps, and the Emperor 
wishes Salamanca and Leon to be so held. His Majesty thinks 
tbat all the hoepitals ought to be in Yalladolid, Burgos, Yittoria, 
Tolosa, and Pampeluna. He also wishes a siege-train to be pre- 
pared at Burgos, to threaten Ciudad Bodrigo, and make the En- 
glish fear the invasion of PortugaL This measure will check 
them, and must be immediately adopted. 

His Majesty commands me also to say that it is important to 
lay heavy contributions on Madrid and Toledo, and to exact their 
fall payment. Circumstances require this manner of providing 
£>r the army and for your Majesty's immediate wants. 

His Majesty also requests your Majesty to make dispositions 
for receiving twice a week a courier from Bayonne. The inter- 
ruption of our coinmunications is always mischievous, sometimes 
alarming, and may become fatal It is necessary that it be seri- 
ously attended to, and made not only safe but expeditious, by 
making the couriers, escorted by infantry, travel between Bay- 
onne and Yalladolid at least a league per hour without inter- 
ruption. 

Such are His Majesty's wishes, and I cannot insist too much 
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on their prompt exeoution. Your Majesty will peroaTe iheii 
importance, and I trust that they will not meet with any' of the 
obstacles of which you have had to complain. I hope that I 
shall hear quickly that these instructions have been followed, and 
that a freer and more rapid oommunica^on will inform me more 
regularly as to all that ooncems your Majesty. 

[778.] CliABKB TO JOBKPB. 

Paris, Apifl S9^ insL 

Sire, — ^The Emperor^ on returning to me your Majesty's de- 
qpatohes of the 1st and 3rd of April, ordered me to answer them 
in such a manner as shall put an end to all uncertainty, and to 
the conflict of authorities of which your Majesty has long had to 
oomplain. The Emperor desires me to say that, having giren to 
your Majesty the chief command of his armies in Spain, he is snp> 
prised that complaints so often reach him of want of obedienoe 
on the part of the generak: the Emperor thinks that this is 
caused by the view which your Majesty takes of your pontioa, 
which leads you to confuse the King of Spain with the onnmaii- 
der-in-chief of the French armies. The Emperor has no inten- 
tion that his armies should, under any circumstances, be under 
the orders of the Spanish ministers, in whom he has reasons for 
placing no confidence, and whom he believes to be indifferent to 
the welfare of his soldiers ; but whenever it pleases your Majes^ 
to give any orders to the French generals, they will always be 
punctuaUy executed, if, with regard to miUtaiy operatioDB, they 
are transmitted through Marshal Jourdan, and, respecting the 
commissariat, through Commissary-general Mathieu Favier. The 
Emperor will not allow O'Farill or any other .minister to be 
employed by your Majesty in your relations with the French 
armies, the Emperor's fixed determination being that his troops 
shall never depend on Spanish administrations. To carry out 
this principle it is necessary for your Majesty to strike off from 
your general orders everything which puts the supplies of ihie 
French troops at the disposal of the Spanish agents. Oommte* 
sary Mathieu Favier alone must be intrusted with transmitting 
orders relating to the commissariat The Emperor cannot make 
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hun intmuktnt-gitUraif but he is the oommiasarj-geiieraL All 
the other commissariat officers belong only to the different ooips 
which are under the orders of your Majesty. There is nothing, 
therefore, to prevent arrangements being made for establishing, 
according to yonr Majeyfry's desire, the magasines which yonr 
Majesty finds to be necessary at Bnrgos. The Emperor wishes 
this to be done at Santona, and wherever yonr Majesty thinks it 
adyisable. There ought to be no difficulty in attaining this ob- 
ject, and, the better to secure its execution, I am writing to 
Gkneral Clausel, and to all the other generals belonging to the 
army, acquainting them, in precise terms, with the Emperor's 
wishes. Notice will be given to all of them that your Majesty's 
orders for securing the communications and directing the move* 
ments of the armies will be transmitted to them through Marshal 
Jonrdan, and those concerning the commissariat through Com- 
missariat-general Mathieu Favier, the Emperor's desire being 
that all orders transmitted through this channel be executed 
without delays or difficulties. 

But while giving these orders, the Emperor directs me to 
announce to your Majesty that, in the present state of France, 
you are to expect nothing from him, with the exception of the 
portion of pay which is provided for by the budget. This cir* 
eumstance must influence your Majesty's measures, and they 
must be in the spirit of the Imperial orders which I have already 
had the honour of transmitting to you. 

The Emperor desires me likewise to remind your Majesty 
that, in order to command an army properly, it is necessary to 
be incessantly employed on it, to provide for every emergency, 
and to be ever hunting for intelligence. 

The Emperor is sorry to see that this is not the conduct which 
has been pursued during the last four months. The troops have 
been kept inactive, while they might have been occupied in re- 
establishing order in Navarre and in the rear of the army. By 
this time all this might have been finished, and the troops now 
ei^^aged in the north would long ago have become available 
agiainst the English. It is essential that your Majesty fihould 
now obtain news every day from Bayonne, for which pozpoae the 

Vol. n.— 11* 
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co u rie rs should be required to travel at the rate of a league aa 
hour. The Emperor thinka that this might be easily done by 
establishing a saccession of posts, and that Yalladolid might then 
oommunicate with Bayonne in four days. The Emperor attaches 
great importance to this measure, and orders me particnlarly to 
recommend its exeention to yoor Majesty. 

[774.] JosfcpH Yo QmBN Julik. 

TniTBliii, Jane S8; ISlfll* 

My dear Friend, — ^The day before yesterday the army was 
attacked in its position at Yittoria, before G^end Glansel coold 
join it with the troops from the army of Portugal, and after it 
had been weakened by haying to famish escorts to two immensa 
convoys. The battle was fierce, and lasted the whole day. The 
killed and wounded on each side were about equal, but the state 
of the roads occasioned us to lose all our baggage and artillery ; 
the teAms only were saved. The force of the enemy doubled 
ours, as they had been joined by all the guerrillas of the pro- 
vince, and we had not the army of PortugaL 

If the Emperor has returned, tell him as soon as I have 
placed my army on the frontier, and united it to those of the 
North and of Aragon, I shall repair to Mortefontaine, as I told 
you, at the time, that I ought to have done after Salamanca. 
Let me have the Emperor's answer. Whatever it be, I shall go 
home. I can do no good here. 

Tell Clary to transmit, through James and firocq, 100,000 
francs to my secretary, M. Presle. Among the killed were M. 
Thibaud defending my treasure, and poor Alphonse,! whom I 
loved, though I scolded him* 

Send me back the courier. I shall nbt stop at Paris, but at 
Mortefontaine, whether you are there or at a watering-place. 
Kisses to. you and to the children. 

* I have inserted this letter, as it closes Joseph^s rojral dareer. He left 
Spain five days after its date.— Tr. 

f He was left on the field for dead, and taken prisoner. He aftenrudi 
jdaMi JoMph in Aineriea.-^En. 
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CHAPTEB XX. 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from the 29th of 
December, 1813, to the 9th of February, 1814. 

They relate to what may be called the first act of the great 
drama of 1814. 

In the beginning we find Napoleon preparing for his final 
struggle, sadly but resolutely. He feels that ail Europe is in 
arms against France, and crtill more against himself His illu- 
€ions are gone. He rebukes Joseph for calling himself King of 
Spain. He is not without the hope that he shall repel the in* 
yaders, but he contiemplates only two results as possible-^— his 
success or his death*. 

As the brothers, ftxmi the time of their reconciliation at the 
end of December until the 25th of January, when Napoleon 
took the command of his army at Ch&lons, both inhabited Paris, 
few letters passed between them. After the 29th of January, 
when the battle of Brienne was fought, their correspcmdence 
became incessant, particularly during tho week which Napoleon 
spent at Troyes and at Nogent, watching Blucher, who was ad- 
vancing from the north-east, and Schwartzenberg, who was 
marching from the south-east, and ready to spring on the one 
who was the most vulnerable or the most dangerous. Schwartz- 
enberg seemed to b^ the most exposed, and Napoleon was tempt- 
ed to select him for attack, especially as the Emperor Alexander 
was at his headK][uarter& But Blucher was nearest to Paris; 
and the bold scheme of leaving Paris to defend itself while he 
attacked the invaders in their rear had not at this time suggested 
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itodf to hifl dsring imaginatioD. The first blow, iberefore, feQ 
lipon Bhicher^ and the last of his letters oontamed in this chap« 
ter was written while his horse was waiting to carry him to 
86sanne, from whence he commenced the great manceuyres and 
actions which drove hack the army of Silesia from Montmirail 
to OhAloiuk 



[775.} Jo&EFB ID Napolbok. 

0W;S8!,18tS. 

Sire,— the violation of the Swiss territory has laid Franoe 
Open to the enemy. 

In this state of affairs I am anxious that your Majesty should 
be persiteded that my heart is wholly Fren<^ BecaUed by dr- 
comstances to France, { should be glad to be of 8<»ne use, and I 
am ready to undertake anything which may prove to you my 
devotion. 

I am also aware. Sire, of what I owe to Spain ; I see my 
duties^ and wish to folfil all of thesL If I make claims, it is 
only for the purpose of sacrificing them to the general good of 
mankind, esteeming myself hi^y if by such sacrifices I can pro^ 
mote the peace of Europe. 

I hope that your Majesty may think fit to commission one of 
your ministers to come to an understanding on this subject with 
Ihe Duke of Santa F6, my minister for foreign affairs. 

[776.] NAFouEcnr to Josefsu 

My Brother,— 'I have received your letter of the 29th c^ 
I>ecember, It is fiur too clever for the state of my affairs. I 
will explain it in two words. France is invaded, all Europe is 
in arms aganst France, and above all against me. You are no 
longer Eang of Spain. I do not want Spain either to keep or to 
give away. I will have nothing more to do with that country 
except to live in peace with it^ and have the use of my army. 
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TVliat will yon do ? Will you, as a Frenoh Princei come to the 
sapport of my throne? Toa possess my friendship and your 
apanage, and will be my subject as prinoe of the blood. In this 
ease yon must act as I have done,— «nnoanoe the part which you 
are about to play, write to me in simple terms a letter which I 
can print, receive the authorities, and show yourself Eealous for 
me and for the King of Borne, and friendly to the regency of 
the Empress. Are you unable to do this ? Have you not good 
sense enough for it ? Then retire to the obscurity of some coun- 
try-house 40 leagues from Paris. You will live there quietly if 
I live; yon will be killed or arrested if I die. You will be use* 
less to me, to our family, to your daughters, and to France ; but 
you will do me no harm, and will not be in my way. Choose 
quickly the line which you will take. 



[ 777. j Joseph to Kafoleon« 

HoTtefimtalae, Jen. 1, 1814 

Sire,— I beg your Majesty to accept my best wishes that the 
year which is commenciiig may be happy both for you and for 
your subjects* 

I hope that the year which has just finished has exhausted 
all your ill-fortune^ Zenaidci who came in just naW| bringing 
some presents from the Empress, was nearly burnt close to the 
fire in my room ; she was saved, and is quite welL This accident 
prevents my writing as well as usual, as I can use only two 
fingers. I entreat your Majesty not to doubt my complete and 
affectionate devotion. 



[778.] Napoi^or to JoBEpff. 

Parte, Jan. 1, 1814 

My %qther,— I thank you for your good wishes, and for the 
sentiments which you express on the occasion of the new year. 
I am also glad that my niece's accident has been followed by no 
bad effects. 
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[779.3 Napolbqn to JOOffH* 

Psita»JaiLlO,1811 

My Brother,-*— I have inserted in the regulations of the palace 
that you are in fatnre to be annonnoed under the title of King 
Joseph, and the Queen under the title of Qtieen Julie, with tiie 
honours due to the French princes of the blood. I send to you a 
pamphlet which I haye just receiyed from London, and which is 
circulated by the British goyemment. I authorise you to take 
the uniform of the grenadiers of my guard, which is what I wear 
myself I do not think that you onght to use any foreign decora* 
tion ; you should wear only the French order. Forward to me 
a list of the persons of whom you wish to compose your house- 
hold as well as that of the Queen, and tell me on what day you 
will receiye the court and the authorities. 



£78(K] Kafolbon to JostaPB. 

Brienm, Jan. 81, 1814. 

Tou write to me that General Omano has no money. The 
paymaster told me that the 12th million adyanced to the guard 
from my treasury had been distributed since my departure in 
the following manner :— 400,000 francs to the cayalry, 250^000 
to the foot grenadiers, 250,000 to the foot chasseurs, 70,000 to 
the artillery, and 30,000 to the train. Baron de la Bouillerie, 
as he receiyed the order for this distribution, ought to haye 
executed it If, by any chance, the order did not reaeh him, you 
will present this letter to La Bouillerie, who will pay the million 
in the manner aboye described. Propose to me the distribution 
of a 13th million ; but giye notice to Omano that he must look 
after his quartermasters : I suspect that they rob me. 

P.S. — The 13th million has just been distributed by Qeneral 
Drouot. 
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[781.] Nafouson to Joseph. 

Brlenne, Jan. 81, 1814, in the evening. 

The bulletin will have informed you of the erents which 
have taken place. The engagement at Brienne was very hot. I 
hare lost 3000 men, and the enemy's loss amounts to between 
4000 and 5000.* I pursued him half-way to Bar-sur-Aube. I 
have repaired the bridges over the Aube which were burnt. In 
another instant General Blvieher and the whole of his staff would 
have been taken. The nephew of the Chancellor of Harden- 
berg, whd was close to them, was taken. They were on foot, 
and did not know that I was with the army. 

Since the battle of Brienne the allies have had great respect 
foir our armies. They did not believe that we had any. I have 
reason to think, although I am not certain, that the Buke of 
Yioenza has reached the Emperor's head-quarters at Chaumont» 
This affair of Brienne, the position of our armies, and the opinion 
which is entertained of them, may hasten the peace. It is ad-* 
visable that the newspapers should describe Paris as determined 
to defend itself, and should announce large numbers of troops as 
arriving from every quarter. 

I have ordered a column of from 1000 to 1200 horses belong* 
ing to the guard, 2 pieces of cannon, 3 or 4 infantry waggons, 
and between 3000 and 4000 men of the young guard, altogether 
a column of from 40(|P to 5000 men to leave Paris* To these 
should be joined a company of the baggage-train belonging^ to the 
guard, if there is one ready. This column is to proceed towards 
Nogent and Fismes, where it will wait for further orders. The 
Duke of Treviso had evacuated Troyes in order to advance upon 

* The first and indedsiye battle of Brienne was fought on the 29th of 
January. Napoleon, having failed in preventing the jonction of Bliicher and 
SchwortzenWg, remained at Brienne until the Ist of Febmaiy, when he was 
attacked l^ a* superior force of the allies under Bliicher, and forced, afber a 
battle which lasted from about one in the afternoon till midnight, to retreat 
towards Trojes, with the loss of between 4000 and 5000 killed and wounded, 
3000 prisoners, and several guns. This second batde of Briennd is called by 
the French historiaBS the battie of La Rothi^ a village a few miles to the 
east of Brienne, in which Napoleon's advanced guard was posted. — ^Ts. 
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Arois-sor- Aiibe ; bat I desired Idm to retnm to Trojes, and lie 
arrlyed there this evening at seyen o'clock. It is yery important 
to reinforce as soon as possible the diyimon which is at Troyes. 



[7d2.] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Finer* Feb. 2, 1814 

It seems that the allies have fixed the 3rd of February for 
opening the congress at Chatillon; that Lord Castlereagh and 
half a dozen other Englishmen will negotiate for England, M. de 
Btadion for Austria, M. de Humboldt for Prussia, and RasumoW' 
ski for Russia. It appears that the allies feared lest the arriyal 
of the Duke of Yicenza at their head-quarters might deyelop and 
mature the seeds of disunion already existing amongst them. 
They preferred to hold the congress at a distance from their 
head-quarters. I shall be at Troyes to-morrow. 

[788.] Nafolbcot to Josbfh. 

Tro7eii,tF€dx8.lSl4 

My Brother,--*! haye receiyed your letter of the 1st of Feb- 
mary. I wish that you had sent to me a return of the tnx^ 
which you had at parade on the 31st, infantry and cavalry, both 
the guards and the line. Before I giye battle I wait to be rein- 
forced by the diyisions from Spain, which I have ordered to pro- 
ceed towards Nogent-sur^Seine. 

[784.] Joseph to KAPOLiBoir« 

Parts, Feb. S» 1814 

Sire,— I haye receiyed your letter of the 3rd. The march 
of LeyaPs diyision has been delayed; it is expected to-mor- 
row at Versailles. I inspected to-day 5000 in&ntry and 1200 
horses belonging to the guard, and 600 horses from the depot 
at YersaiUes. I haye retained here only 1000 foot and 400 

* Piney is a village half-way between Brieime and Troyea. Napoleon 
dept there on the 2nd of Febmary, on his retreat to Troyes. — ^Ta. 

t Napoleon remained three days at Troyesi and on like 7tli oooliBiud \;iM 
TCtreftt to NogentHRir-Selne.— Tb. 
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hone. The public mind was depressed to-day, and I had greal 
trouble in keeping up the spirts of many people. I have seen 
the Empress twice, and when I left her last night she was more 
composed ; she had just received a letter from your Majesty in 
which you mention the congress. 

If your Majesty should meet with serious reverses, what finrm 
of govemment ought to be left here in order to prevent intriguers 
from putting themselves at the head of the first movement? J^« 
r6me asks me what should be his conduct in such a case? Men 
are commg in, but we want money to clothe them. Count Baru 
can obtain only 10,000 fir. a day &om the Treasury ; this delays 
terribly the departure of the troops. There are here two battal* 
ions of National Guards. 



[785.] Nafolbon to Joskpb. 

Trojea, Fek 6» 1814 

My Brother, — ^I received your letter of the 5th of February 
at Troyes. The Duke of Eagusa has reached Nogent with his 
corps to hold the enemy in check. I have decided on reconnoi- 
tring his position this morning, to proceed thither with the anny, 
and to quit Troyes. It seems to me that the only person to be left 
in Paris, should anything extraordinary take place, would be an 
Imperial commissioner. Think over the persons among whom I 
must choose; consult on the subject the Arch-Ghancellor and 
the Ministers of Finance, of the Treasury, and of the Interior. 
I suppose that it would not do to leave any of the ministers (but 
I hope that nothing of the sort will take place). 

[786.] NAPOiJEaEr to Jocdeph. 

TnjMt FeU 9, 1814, 8 P.X. 

My Brother, — ^Your courier has just arrived. I shall reach 
Nogent early to-morrow; the Duke of Eagusa has been there 
since the 5th. I am in a position therefore to cover Paris. Let 
me know the exact route of all the troops and of the second di- 
vision from Spain, as well as the information which you possess 
as to the road to Oh&lons through £pemay, and that to Yitry 
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through Sesanne. The Minister of War must immediately seed 
muskets and cartridges to Montereao, to La Fert^, and to Meaux, 
to arm the national guards. I am very much annoyed by these 
arrangements, for I wished to attack Bar-sor-Seine to-morrow, in 
order to beat the Emperor Alexander, who seems to haye made 
hhe dispositions ; but I sacrifice everything to the necessity of 
oovering Paris. Send officers along the two roads which I haye 
just mentioned to you, that I may obtain precise information. 
Send the Duke of Yaimy to Meaux ; he will correspond with me 
by way of Suzanne. The plan of placing Paris under King 
Louis, in any unforeseen eyent seems to me good. You remem- 
ber all that I said to you about the Princesses. Howeyer, the 
course which I am about to pursue will prevent your coming to 
that. Take away from Fontainebleau all yaluables, and above 
all everything which might serve as a trophy, without, however, 
unfumishing the ch&teau too much ; it is useless to leave in it 
plate or anything that can be easily removed. I am writing to 
La Bouillerie to desire him to hold a million francs at your dis- 
posal, to hasten the clothing and equipment of the troops. 

[787.] Napoubon to Joseph. 

Nogent^sar-Seine, Feb. 7, 1814^ 

My Brother, — From the return of the guard which I have 
before me, of the 5th of this month, it seems that there are 700 
of the Old .Guard in Paris; they may be divided into two 
battalions of great value to lead a column or form a reserve. 
From the same return it appears that there were already 5000 
voltigeurs or tirailleurs. Of these 5000 General Omano sends 
off 1000 to-day ; there will remain therefore only 4000, but at 
least 6000 ought to arrive on the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th ; I 
reckon therefore on 10,000 men at the dep6ts of the guard in 
Paris on the 10th. There are in Paris 20 or 22 cadres of battal- 
ions ; this would produce 20 battalions, 500 men in each, which 
may be formed into two divisions, each of 5000 men. As the 
conscripts arrive, the battalions must be completed to 800 men 
each. In the course of to-morrow it will be advisable to distri- 
bute the 6000 or 7000 conscripts in the dep6ts of the guard of 



FXB. 1814. HXASUBSS VOB PBOTEOTINe PASIS. 269 

Paris among the different cadres. It is better to have many 
companies of 60 men than a few companies of 120 men. I 
reckon thei«fore that to-morrow eyening you will be able to pass 
in review two divisions forming four brigades, consisting of from 
22 to 24 battalions, forming 5000 or 6000 present nnder arms, 
which will be added to every day. 

There are 1200 cavalry ; the artillery has 22 pieces of can- 
non ; clothing cannot long be wanting. There is in Paris a large 
provision of great-coats, cartonch-boxes, and shakos : great^ooats 
must be given to some, and coats to others, in order that these 
men mi^y be of use immediately; and you will distribute the 
1000 or 2000 men who will arrive every day among the 24 bat- 
talions. 

You must order General Boyer to travel post to take com- 
mand of the 2nd division. General Charpentier will command 
another division. There are cadres at Lille and at Amiens ; if 
necessary, they can be sent by post to Paris. I am therefore 
inclined to hope that between the 10th and 12th you will have in 
Paris two fine battalions of the Old Guard, two squadrons of 
horse, and 22 pieces of artillery, altogether 22,200 men. Order 
these men to fire at a mark every day, that they may learn how 
to use their muskets. As for the line, I am absolutely ignorant 
as to what it can furnish you, but I assume that it can give you 
20 battalions of from 300 to 400 men. You must act on the 
same principla As we are too much pressed to have time to 
teach them, two companies of 50 men each are better than one 
of 100. If the line can give you 20 battalions of 300 men 
each, this will be a reserve of 6000 men. You may distribute 
them in two divisions, and give them four batteries, served by 
sailors from Cherbourg or by the youths of the EcoU Fdt/techr 
nique. You will thus have in hand by the 10th four divisions, 
60 guns, and 2000 cavalry, making an army of more than 30,000 
men. The national guards of Soissons and Meauz must amount 
to 6000 men. With them you would have five divisions and 
one division of cavalry; altogether 40,000 men, — ^which would 
be great. 

Gall in Generals HulUn and Gerard to consult sa to what is 
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poflsibla As ioon as I hear thai this reaerre has been fomed, I 
will name a marshal to command it In my eaknlaticms as to 
conscripts I hope that the line may giro me as many as.the guard, 
that is, from 20 to 30 hattaliomi of from 300 to 500 men. Oreatr 
coats, shakos, &e,y are to be found at the war-office, and with oonir 
mon activity 3000 or 4000 great-coats may be made erery day, 
and yon may giye, as I hare already remarked, a great-coat to one 
and a coat to another. Write to me on this sabject in detail 
Nothing is done except under the master's eye. If yon do not 
enter into all these details, yon will have a crowd of men wasting 
their time in the dep6ts, who might defend the capitaL I shall 
order General Bonrdesoolle to return to Paris to command ail 
the cavalry which you can collect at Versailles. Let a copy of 
this despatch be sent to the Minister of War. I repeat that your 
battalions ought to be small, in order to make use of all the cadres. 
'In this army my battalions are very small, and every day they do 
for me as much as the large battalions used to do. Forty men per 
company are quite enough. If they are conscripts that is twice 
too many. 

I reckon on receiving your answer to-morrow evening, and 
that it will give me positive information as to your resources. 

[788.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogent^sar-Seine, Feb. 7, 1814 

My Brother, — I wrote to you this morning respecting an army 
of reserve of from 30,000 to 40,000 men, which it might be pos- 
sible to form by exhausting all the depdts, and to have ready in 
Paris on the 10th. I think that 100 guns might be provided for 
this reserve. If horses are wanting, 2000 could easily be fur- 
nished, on demand, by Paris. If men are wanted to drive them, 
the public must send grooms with their horses. 

[ 789.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogest^eor-Seine, Feb. 7, 1814. 

My Brother, — Tou tell me in your letter of the 5th that you 
have sent 600 cavalry to Meaux, but you 4o not tell me in what 
brigade or under what general these men are to be found. Yon 
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gire me no details as to their composition ; yet it is necessary that 
I should know-all this. General St Germain has at Meanx 300 
horse ; I have desired him to reconnoitre La Fert^-eoos- Jouarre. 

[790.] KArox.BOKTo Joseph. 

Nogent-sar-SeiDc, Feb. 7, 1S14 

My Brother, — ^I received your two letters of this morning 
at one in the afternoon. I do not believe that the enemy has 
reached La Fert^-sous- Jousrre, nor do I think tliat he has reached 
Means ; these are fsilse alarms. Marshal Macdonald wrote to me 
from Ch&lons, on the 5th, that he covered the roads of Epemay, 
Montmiraily and Sezanne. At this instant I am sending 2000 
men to occupy Suzanne ; I shall proceed thither to-night* with a 
sufficient force to beat and drive off all that may intercept this 
line of communication. From thence I shall move rapidly to- 
wards Meaux. I think that by my manoeuvres I have forced the 
main army of the enemy to move from before Troyes to Bar-s'ur- 
Aube, and that I have gained two marches upon it. Leval's 
division has reached Provins. Tou must give me more precise 
military details : you have sent two battalions to Meaux, but you 
do not tell me which they are. I ought to know, in order to col- 
lect my troops. As you are sending a detachment of cavalry to 
me, tell me from what corps. I give you no orders for La Bouil- 
lerie,t as I do not think it necessary. At all events, he will be 

* Napoleon did not in fact move on Suzanne nntil the afternoon of the 
9th.— Tb. 

t The treasure in the hands of M. de la Bonillerie was gradually accnmn- 
lated by Napoleon out of the contributions which he imposed on conquered 
towns, and out of the sale or the revenues of the domains belonging to the 
sovereigns whom he deposed or robbed. It was completely at his disposal/ but 
'Was employed by him only for military purposes. Not much is known as to 
its extent, or as to the mode in which it finally disappeared ; but the general 
opinion ia, that at the beginning of 1814 it amounted to about 150 millions of 
francs, and that about 110 millions of it were spent on the army before the ex- 
pulsion of Napoleon. When that event happened about 40 millions of this 
treasure are supposed to have remained. It fell into the hands of the govem- 
i&ent which succeeded him, but was never accounted for ; one or two of the 
g'Bat fortunes of the RestoratlcHi are suspected to have been created out of 
it,— Tju 
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able in six hours to load all that he has in 15 carriages, and to 
draw it, with horses from my stables, in the first instance to Bam- 
booillet. Bat I do not think that we have come to that yet. I 
do not fear the enemy ; I am full of hope as to the result. 

Hold firmly the barriers of Paris. Phice two gnns at eadi 
barrier. Post there the national goards who have mnskets or 
fowlkg-pieces ; above all, take care that the Minister of War 
sends muskets to Montereau and to Meaux. I intend to leave a 
battalion of national guards at Soissons, and to send the others 
by post to Meaux. Send the Duke of Yalmy to Meaux to cor- 
respond with me, and to superintend all these details. As I shall 
depend on you for news, keep me well informed in every respeot. 
Watch the three roads from £pemay to Meaux, from La Fert6- 
sous- Jouarre to Montmirail, and from Meaux to 86zanne. Be- 
sides the soldiers who ought to be placed there by the Minister 
of War, the police must have secret agents, for knowledge of the 
enemy's movements is one of the great elements of perfect sao< 
cess. 

There should be at each of the principal barriers 50 men 
armed with muskets, 100 armed with fowling-pieces, and 100 
armed with pikes ; altogether 250 men. You must form every 
day a reserve of from 400 to 500 men armed with muskets, twioe 
as many armed with fowling-pieces, and one-third armed with 
pikes, composing a reserve of 2000 men, to proceed whithersoever 
they may b^ wanted, with the mounted batteries of the guard and 
the Ecole Polytechnique, 

[ 791,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogent-SQT-Selne, Feb. 7, 1814, 4 p.x. 

My Brother, — :! have received news from the Duke of Taranto, 
dated the 6th, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. His rear-guard was still 
between fipernay and Ohdlons, about as far as Cherville, but he 
wa.s unable to send any troops to occupy the road leading to Mont- 
mirail or that to Suzanne. In two hours the road to Suzanne will 
be occupied, i^s the J)uke of Bagusa started at noon to march 
upon that town. Thence we shall endeavour to advance upon 
MontmiraOf JS^ i| courier takes onl^ fo^r bp^rs betwew Ls 
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Fcrt^sons- Jonarre and Paris, you ought to hare early informa- 
tion of what goes on towards Montmirail. If there should hap- 
pen to be one battalion at La Fert6-sous- Jouarre and a few pieces 
of cannon to check the advance of the enemy's light troops, they 
will not reach Paris ; my mano^mnre will surround them. 



[ 792,] Napoleon to Josepq. 

Nogent-Bor-Seine, Fe1>. 7, 1814| 5p.ii. 

My Brother, — Put into the * Moniteur ' of tomorrow that on 
the 5th the Duke of Yicenza gave a dinner to Lord Castlereagh, 
the English Minister for Foreign Affairs ; to Lord Cathcart ; to 
Lord Aberdeen, Plenipotentiary for England at the Congress ; to 
Count Stadion, the Austrian Plenipotentiary ; to Count Rasu- 
niowski, plenipotentiary for Kussia ; and to Baron Humboldt, 
Plenipotentiary for Prussia ; and that negotiations appear to be 
actively carried on. This article should be inserted under the 
head, not of Paris, but of Chdtillon-sur-Seine, 



[793.] Napoueon to Joseph. 

Kogen^nr-Seine, Feb, 7, 1814| 7 r,u. 

My Brother,r^I have received your letter of the 6th, bnt I 
think that it reached me after your letter of the 7th, which I have 
already answered. The state of things in Paris is not as bad as 
their fears have made it. I am surprised that the ministers of 
war and of police do not obtain three times eyery day news from 
the roads about which th6y are uneasy. People lose their heads, 
and in consequence do nothing useful. The Duke of Taranto was 
not at Epemay on the 4th, as he was at Ch&lons on the 5th. He 
was still only at a distance of one league from ChMons at 3 o^clock 
in the afternoon of the 6th. As his couriers have passed through 
La Ferte, I scarcely think that any detachment of the enemy has 
appeared before it. It seems, however, that the Duke of Taranto 
has not been able to protect the road to Montmirail : this is un- 
lucky. If it had been known, 300 men and some guns might 
have been sent to La Fert^-sous- Jouarre, so as to provide for 
every emergency. 
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I hare written to yon at length on tlie resonrces of Paris. I 
conclude that there are arms enough for the troops, as the 
Minister of War has promised to provide 60,000. I have as yet 
no news of the Duke of Ragusa, hut I shall fidl fiercely upon the 
enemy in the direction of the Meaux and Gh^lcms roads. The 
alarm will then, perhaps, spread towards Sens; but General 
Pajol is making preparations there. I think that a battery of 
artillery had better be sent to him. As soon as I have an 
answer to the general orders which I hare given for the forma- 
tion of four divisions, I will point out the positions which they 
are to occupy on the different roads. The Empress thought of 
visiting St. Qenevi^ve. I fear that this would produce only a 
bad result. 

Without doubt this is a difficult moment, but since I left Paris 
I have met with nothing but success. The bad spirit of such 
men as Talleyrand, who endeavoured to paralyse the nation, 
prevented my having early recourse to arms, and this is the con* 
sequence. In our circumstances the qualities wanted are confi- 
dence and audacity. 

It is possible that parties of cavalry may actually threaten 
Soissons. The enemy has an immense cavalry, which he pours 
over France. Jl few towns, such as Ch&l<ms-sur-Sadne, have 
resisted ; Lyons, has secured itself; but those who are at the head 
of the Government have given a false direction to public opinion. 
I presume that the Minister of War has given positive orders 
for the defence of Soissons. I cannot think why your letters re- 
quiring immediate attention are not sent to me by extraordinary 
expresses; they would arrive at least three hours before the 
couriers. It is, however, useful to send from time to time intelli- 
gent and safe men as couriers, because I put questions to ihem, 
and you may likewise do so. When there is urgent business tell 
Lavalette to send your letters by extraordinary express. 

P.S. — Keep the Empress in spirits. She is dying of grief. 
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[ 794.] Joseph to Napolbok. 

. Parte, Feb. 7. 1814 

Sire, — Our affidrs are becoming more and more serious. 
I have asked the Mimster of War to order General Maurice 
Mathieu to join me as chief of my 8ta£ General Hullin is so 
much occupied with the fortification of Paris that important 
movements may escape his notice, and I require a general always 
by my aide. Maurice Mathieu will arrive with the first division. 
He will execute what is to be done under my eyes, and will give 
orders to General Hullin, who is full of willingness and zeal. 
Major Allant's relations with me continue unaltered ; he has much 
to do, and does it welL I consider myself lucky in having such 
a man ; but he himself, as well as the minister, has urged me to 
keep with me an experienced general. I have sent an officer to 
the Duke of Taranto to know what he is doing. I am assured 
that on the 4th he was at £pemay. I have ordered General 
Hullin to send a brigadier-general, with 1400 men, to La Fert^ 
sous- Jouarre, to correspond with Marshal Macdonald, watch all 
the roads, and report the enemy's movements. General Leval 
set off to-day, with 700 horses, from the depdt of Versailles. Con- 
scripts are flowing in at the rate of 2000 a day. Your Majesty 
knows what it is that we unfortunately want. The national 
guard stands in the same need. It is this deficiency of arms, 
Sire, which alone can give a chance to the enemy. As for men, 
your Majesty may have as many as can be required. I despatched 
yesterday a courier with a letter to your Majesty ; I beg you 
to send me the instructions which I have asked for on several 
important subjects. M. de la Bouillerie is pressing for a deci- 
sion.* 

The unhappy evacuation of Ch&lons by the Duke of Taranto 
struck Paris with consternation, which was a little relieved by 
the article in the * Moniteur ' on the negotiations and the pleni- 
potentiaries. Soissons is threatened. Detachments have pre- 
sented themselves near Montargis. At one o'clock the Minister 

* He inshed to be authoxised to remove from Paris the treasaxe, wkich It 
nqmred twenty-four hoan to paok. — Tb. 
Vol. n.— 13 
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of War sent me word that the enemy had appeared at Maiaon 
Hoage. La Fert^sons- Jouarre is threatened. The general in 
oommand of the camp at Meanz writes to me that the town is 
crowded with artillery and carriages on their way from Ch&lons. 
He has with him only 300 men with arms, the remainder are 
without them. He entreats for cavalry. In this state of things, 
as I have no cavalry here, and can hope for none from Versailles 
under several days ; as I am ignorant if the detachment which 
has appeared before La Fert^ be formidable or not, and whether 
MiM^shal Macdonald is or is not on that road, I have decided, 
though with great regret, on ordering the 600 or 700 horses 
which started this morning* to proceed to-morrow to Meaox; 
they will be followed by three battalions. As soon as I obtain 
precise information I shall desire these horses to go on to Nogent. 
The state of the public mind to-day is such as to make it of the 
first importance to prevent our receiving any afi&ont on the 
approaches to the capital 

[795,] Napolbok to Josxfh. 

Nogent, Fel>. 8, 1814^ 4 ajl 

My Brother, — The enemy has never been at Montmirail; 
consequently he cannot have reached La Fert^^ous-Jouarre. 
Qn the 7th he had not got farther than Ch^ons. The Puke of 
Bagusa has entered Sezanne, thus closing up the third road4 
At Suzanne the enemy never had more than a few detachments 
of cavalry. I once more request you to let me have a return of 
all the troops whom you have sent to Meaux. Scattered forces 
are useless. I shall then send them orders to collect together. 

P.S. — Insert in the ^ Moniteur ' an article, headed Chatillon- 
sur-Seine, saying that on the 6th the members of the Congress 
dined with the Duke of Yicenza; that it is remarked that all the 
ambassadors are on terms of the greatest politeness, especially 
those of France and England, who are full of attentions for each 
other. 

4 Mentioned befiane as aooompanTing General LevaL — Tb. 
t The tbree roads alluded to am probaUj tbote bjr Chtoaa Thienj, 
Montmirail, and S6sanne. — Ttt. 
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[796.] Joseph to Napoleon. 

Paris, Feb. 7, 18H H r.n. 

Sire, — ^I have receired your Majesty's two letters of yester- 
day. I have seen and written to the Duke of Yabny. He starts 
to-night for Meaox. He showed me a letter from the Doke of 
Taranto, dated the 6th. He was still at £pemay, and had heard 
nothing £rom your Majesty for four days. He had ahandoned 
Ch&lons after defending it for some time. The artillery was 
directed on Meaux. The enemy had entered Sezanne. The in- 
tendant and the public treasure had escaped falling into the 
hands of the enemy. 

I enclose the exact route of the 9th infantry division of the 
army of Spain. 

I have sent an aide-de-camp along the Chalons road by way 
of Vitry. J have desired the Minister of War to despatch 
another on the road to . . . .* 

The Minister of War tells me that he sent 2000 muskets to 
Montereau this morning. 

I wrote to him front . . . .* this evening. I have spoken 
to Louis about leaving him here ; he has written to me a long 
letter on the subject. I have determined on forwarding it to 
your Majesty. I believe that your Majesty told me that the 
princesses were to accompany the Empress. If this should not 
be the case, I ought to have positive orders on the subject. I 
am most anxious that the departure of the Empress should not 
take place. We cannot disguise from ourselves the fact that the 
consternation and despair of the people may lead to sad and 
even fatal consequences. I think, and so do all persons whose 
opinion is of value, that we should be prepared to make many 
sacrifices before resorting to this extremity. The men who are 
attached to your Majesty's Government fear that the departure 
of the Empress will abandon the people of Paris to despair, and 
give a capital and an empire to the Bourbons, Although I ex- 
press the fear which I see on every face, your Majesty may rest 
assured that your orders will be faithfully executed by me as soon 
as I receive them. 

* Qle^ble.— Ed. 
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I iiave spoken to General CafEiurelli on the subject of Fontaine- 
bleao, and to M. de la Bonilleiie about the million fpr the war 
and the removal of the treasure. I do not know how far your 
Mi^etsty may approve of my observations, ]mt I must say that I 
think it important to pay a month's salary to the great dignitaries^ 
ministers, conseillers d'etat, and senators. Several have bem 
mentioned to me who are really in distress, and, in the event of 
their departure becoming expedient, it is thought that many will 
be detained in Paris for want of the means of travelling. 

Marshal Brune has called on me; I was not able to see him. 
I have no doubt that he came to offer his services. I should 
like to know your Majesty's wishes on the subject. 

J6r6me is annoyed that your Majesty has not yet explained 
your intentions as to the request which I made for him in two 
of my former letters.* 

I am told that M. de la Fayette was one of the first grenadiers 
of the national guard on duty at the Hdtel de YiUe. 

The barriers will be completely fortified to-morrow, and we 
shall begin to send artillery thither. 

General CaffareUi answered to the Duke of Conegliano that 
he had not yet received a reply from the Orand Marshal of tho 
Palace to his request for permission to place 25 national guards 
at the Tuileries. 

P.S. — I have received your Majesty's letter, dated to-day, 
from Nogent. I have already ordered its directions to be follow- 
ed, and I will keep your Majesty informed during the progress 
of their execution. 

The courier Bemy will be the bearer of this letter. 



[797.] Napoueon to Joseph. 

NogeDt, Feb. 8, 1814, 11 jlk. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of tho 7th, ] 1 p.m. 
It surprised me extremely. I have answered you on the event 

* JoMoh bftd propoied that he ahonld be emploved.— Ti* 
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•f Paris,* thai you may not ask me any more aboat what is to 
follow it, — ^a matter which interests more persons than me. 
When that hi^pens I shall be no more, consequently it is not 
for myself that I speak. I told you that the moyements of the 
Empress and the King of Rome, and the rest of our family, 
most be goyemed by circomstances, and you have not under- 
stood me. Be sure that, if the event takes place, what I hare 
prophesied will certainly follow ; I am persuaded that she her* 
self has the same ezpectation.t 

King Louis talks of peace. His advice is ill-timed ; in &ot, 
I can understand nothing in your letter. I thought that I had 
explained myself to you, but you never recollect anything, 
and you are of the opinion of the first comer and pt the last 
speaker. 

I repeat, then, in two words, Paris will never be occupied 
while I am aUve. I have a right to be believed if I am under- 
stood. 

I will add that if^ through unforeseen circumstances, I should 
march towards the Loire, I should not leave the Empress and 
my son at a distance from me, because, whatever happened, they 
might both be carried off to Vienna ; this would be still more 
likely to take place if I were not alive. I cannot make out how, 
with all these intrigues going on around you, you can bestow 
such imprudent praise upon the proposals of traitors, who are 
incapable of giving honourable advice : never employ them, even 
in the most &vourable circumstances. Besides, no one is bound 
to do what is impossible. I can no longer pay any of my officers : 
I have nothing. 

* If Napoleon refers to any of Hie letters now pabliaihed, they mnft be the 
two of the 6th Febmaiy. But neither of these letters mentions the Empress 
or the King of JRome. Perhaps he refers to vwd von instmctions. 

It is to be observed that he never mentions the capture of Paris in direct 
tenns. Here he alludes to it as *' I'^v^nement de Paris." In hia first totter cf 
the 6th he calls it <*Dan8 des moments extraordinaires ;" in the second, 
** Dans tout ivinemeni impr6vu.'* — ^Tb. 

t lliia soemi to be an allusion to something that passed in convanation. — 
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I own that I am annoyed by your letter of the 7th, 11 p.m. 
beoaose I see that there is no coherence in your ideas, and ^lat 
you allow yourself to be influenced by the chattering and the 
opinions of a set of people who never reflect. Yes, I will talk 
to you openly. If Talleyrand has anything to do with the pro- 
ject of leaving the Empress in Paris in case of the approach of 
the enemy, it is treachery. I repeat, distrust that man. I have 
dealt with him for the last 16 years ; once I even liked him ; 
but he is undoubtedly the greatest enemy to our house since it 
has been abandoned by fortune. Keep to my advice. I know 
more than all those people. If we are beaten and I am killed, 
you will hear of it before the rest of my family. Send the 
Empress yid the King of Rome to Rambouillet ; order the 
senate, the conseil-d'dtat, and all the troops, to assemble on the 
Loire: leave in Paris a prefect, or an imperial commission, or 
some mayors. 

I have told you * that Madame f and the Queen of West- 
phalia X may remain in Paris in Madame's house. If the Viceroy 
has returned to Paris, he may also stay there ; but on no account 
let the Empress and the £ang of Eome faU into the hands of 
the enemy. 

Be certain that, from that moment, Austria, the band which 
comiected her with France being broken,^ would carry her off 
to Vienna and give her a large apanage ; and on pretence of 
securing the happiness of the Empress, the French would be 
forced to do whatever England and Russia might dictate. Every 
[national] party would thus be destroyed, for . . . ] ; instead 
of which, in the other case, the national feelings of the numbers 
whose interest it would be to rebel, make it impossible to foresee 
the resultlT 

* Apparentlj in conTenation. — ^Tn. 

f Napoleon's mother. — ^Tr. 

X Jerome's wife. — Tr. 

§ The words of the text are, '< TAntriche ^taat d^smt^ross^e.** I think 
that this is their meaning. — Ta. 

H IUeg^hle.^ED. 

^ The loss of the first part of this sentence rendors the second ptzt 
ohsoure. — Tb. 
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However, it may happen that I beat the enemy on hia approach 
to Paris, and that none of these things may take place. It is 
also possible that I may make peace in a few days. But, at all 
events, it appears from your letter of the 7th, 11 p.m., that you 
haye no means of defence. Yoor judgment in these matters is 
always at fault ; your very principles are wrong.* It is for the 
interest even of Paris that the Empress and the King of Rome 
should not remain there, because its welfare depends on their 
safety^ and since the world haa existed I hare never heard of a 
aovereign allowing himself to be taken in any open town. Thiii 
would be the first instance. 

The unfortunate King of Saxony has just reached France ; he 
is beginning to lose his happy illusions. 

In difGicult and critical circumstances a man does his duty, 
and leaves the rest to take its course. If I should happen to 
live, I ought to be, and I have no doubt that I shall be, obeyed \ 
if I die, my son as sovereign, and the Empress as regent, must 
not, for the honour of the French, allow themselves to be taken ; 
they must retreat to the last village. 

Remember what was said by the wife of Philip V. What, 
indeed, would be said of the Empress ? That she had abandoned 
our throne and that of her son. Nothing would better please the 
allies than to make an end of everything by carrying them off 
prisoners to Vienna. I am surprised that you do not see this. 
I see that fear has turned all your heads in Paris. 

The Empress and the King of Home once at Vienna, or in 
the hands of our enemies, you and all others who attempted a 
defence would be rebels. 

As for me, I would rather they would kill my son than see 
him brought up at Vienna as an Austrian prince, and I think 
well enough of the Empress to believe that she is of the same 
opinion, as far as that is possible to a woman and a mother. 

I have never seen Andromaque acted without pitying the fate 
of Astyanax in surviving the rest of his house, nor without think- 

* In the original, " Poor comprendre ces choses, je ironve toajoturs yotre 
jngement faux; o'est enfin one fansM doctrine "—a sentenoe not eaailyxn- 
teUigib]e.---TB. 
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tag that it would haye been a blessing for him if he had died 
before his fftthen 

Ton do not understand the Frendi nation. It is impossible 
to foresee ihe ultimate result of sach great events as these. 

As for Louis, I think that he ought to follow you. 



[798.] Nafoubozi to Joseph. 

Nogent. Feb. 8, 1814, 11 A.M. 

Mj Brother ; — I think that attention must be paid especiallj 
to the neighbourhoods of Sens and of Pont-sur-Yonne. 

It seems that it is Wittgenstein and York who attack towards 
Gh&lons. In the course of the day I shall have troops on the 
road to MontmiraiL 



[799.3 Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nosent, Feb. 8» 18U, 8 tm. 

My Brother, — I have sent to the Empress an article for the 
' Moniteur.' If you receive this letter before 5 o'clock to-morrow 
morning, and if it be possible to withdraw the article, I should 
like to delay its insertion for 48 hours, because it would inform 
the enemy too soon as to my plans and position, which is always 
inconvenient. 



r 800.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Nogent. Feb. 8^ 1814, Spjm. 

My Brother^ — I have just written to the Minister of War 
about the evacuation of Italy^ and as to King Ferdinand. Send 
for the minister ; he will show you my lettera All the cor- 
respondence with M. de Laforest relating to the afiiBdrs of Spain 
will be carried on by M. d'Hauterive, whom yon will also send 
for. 



[ 801.] Marie Louise to Joseph. 

Parts, Feb. 8, 1814 

My dear Brother, — I received last night a letter from the 
Emperor, dated the 6tL He tells me that he is well, and that 
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cireomstuaces, altiiough they are difficult, hare improred during 
the last week. He desires me not to be anxious : you know that 
this is impossible. If you have any detsHs, it will be very kind 
in you to send them to me. You see, my dear brother, from my 
teasing you in this way, the confidence which I have in your 
friendship and patience. I entreat you to belieye in the friend- 
ship of your affectionate sister. 



[ 802.] Napoleon to Josieph. 

Nogent, Feb. 8, 1814, 6 p.m. 

My Brother, — ^Let this letter be delivered to the Empress 
Josephine in person. It is to tell her to write to Eugene. You 
will ask her to send to you her letter, which you will despatch 
by an express. 



[803.] JofiBPH TO Napolbqn. 

Paris, Feb. 8, 1814, noon. 

Sire, — I have received your letter of the 7th. I have sent 
that which treats of the army of reserve to the minister. I am 
perpetually tormenting him for muskets. I shall see him again 
immediately, and I will let your Majesty know the result. 

I have written to the Duke of Conegliano to reinforce the"^ 
posts of the national guards at the barriers. They have already 
begun to serve. Muskets are what they want, or even fowling* 
pieces. The troops which are gone to La Fert^-sous- Jouarre are 
commanded by General Minot : they consist of the 6th battalion 
of the 86th of the line, the 1st and the 28th light infiKntry, and the 
4th and 70th of the line ; in the whole 2000 men. General St. 
Germain was at Oompi^gne ; he has just been ordered to Meaux. 
Soissons is threatened. I have desired General Hullin to send 
thither a battalion. I have written to General Berruyer to 
defend the place ; I am repeating the order to him. It seems 
that the national guards at Soissons have no muskets. I send 
back to your Majesty the aide-de-camp whom I despatched to 
the Duke of Taranto, and who met General Minot and his troops 
last night near La Fert^-sous- Jouarre. I will see directly th« 

Vol. II.— 12» 
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Minuter of Wsr and tlie Minister of the Adminifltiation of War, 
to deliver to them joor Majesty's orders ; bat I must tell yon 
beforehand that the Minister of War has repeated to me a 
hundred times that he has not 5000 muskets at his disposal, and 
that the governor of Vineennes told me yesterday that he had 
30,000, bat oat of repair.* Since yesterday I have written to 
desire the minister to hasten these repairs by every means in his 
power, and to let me know how many it is possible to have ready 
by the 20th and by the 80th of this month. That I may not 
delay the officer's departure, I will write no more to your Majesty 
at present. 

The bearer of this letter is my equerry, M. Monval. 

[S04.] JosEPB TO Napolbon. 

Paris, Feb. % 1814, 10 P.]t. 

8ire,-^I have put at the disposal of the Minister of the Ad- 
ministration of War the amount of the credit which your Majesty 
has granted me upon your treasury, at the rate of 100,000 francs 
a day. I have seen the Minister of War : M. Gerard is em- 
ployed in forming the four divisions. I will transmit to your 
Majesty the report of what has been done as soon as I receive it. 
I have given similar orders to General Omano. The Minister 
of War assures me that he now has 11,000 muskets at Yincennes 
fit for use. The artificers hs^ve arrived from Charleville ; work- 
shops are being constructed for them. We are expecting some 
likewise from St. £tienne. I have ordered General Hullin to 
appoint an officer of the line to command each of the barriers 
which is to be held. General Hullin will place this evening at 
each of the principal barriers, especially on the right bank of the 

* The historical importance of these figures cannot be exaggerated. The 
want of mnskets in Paris was the principal canse of its captore. If all who 
asked for arms conld have been supplied, the defence might have been prolong- 
ed for some hours, the Emperor would have had time to arrive with a portion 
of the guard, and the whole state of things would have been changed. The 
war with Russia, and that of 1813, had occasioned an enormoos consomptaoii 
of arms, and there had not been time to replace them. A natural consequence 
of previous events has been called treachei7.--£D. 
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Seiine, 100 soldiers of the line, and Marshal Moncey 150 of the 
national guard, armed with muskets and fowling-pieces. I have 
ordered General Omano to put six pieces of artillery belonging 
to the guard at the disposal of General Hullin. 

There are at Yincennes nearly 2000 artillery waggons and 
700 guns without harness. I sent to you this morning a list of 
the troops who are gone to MeauiL The Minister of War has 
just told me that two battalions of national guards from Lille 
have been sent thither ^ so that there must now be at La Fertd 
five battalions of inflGmtry, and nearly 800 cavalry, 300 of whom, 
belonging to General St Germain's division, went from Com- 
pi^gne, aiid 500 from the dep6t at Versailles. 

I have asked the Ministers of War and of Police to send 
officers on the roads to Suzanne and La Fert6. Arms have been 
sent to 2000 of the national guards at Soissons ; General Berruyer 
was in the town in a state of great anxiety. He has written to 
ask the Minister of War to let the 2000 men for whom the arms 
are intended remain at Soissons ; they will be of more use there, as 
they will be armed, than at Meaux, where there are troops 
without muskets. Your Majesty will see by the annexed letters 
that detachments of the enemy have appeared at Montmirail and 
Vieux-Maisons. Your Majesty's letter reached me this morning. 
I am glad to hear that the Duke of Bagusa has entered S^sanne. 
The Minister of War assures me that he sends punctually to 
your Majesty all the reports which he gives to me of the move- 
ments of the troops in the 1st division. He tells me to-day that 
General Treilhard's 1st brigade * will reach Montmirail on the 
10th, 15th, 17th, and 19th, each regiment marching separately. 



[805.] Joseph to Napole6n. 

Paris, Feb. 8, 1814, midnight 

Sire, — ^I have desired M. de la Bouillerie to make arrange- 
ments which will enable him, if I desire him to leave Paris with 
the treasure, to set off in six hours after receiving the order. He 
has therefore been obliged to load some fourgons and to house 

* A InigMle <ji dntgoona from Spain.— Ed. 
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them in the ooart of the Grand £onyer on the CaronsaL This was 
effected in the night, and the officers on gaard in the palace alone 
can have been aware of it. The director of the Mnsenm came to- 
day to tell me that it onght to be shut up, and the things of most 
▼alne sent oat of Parb, unless I gaye him orders to the contrary. 
As joar Majesty has given none to me^ I coxdd giye none to him. 
If I shonld reoeire any from your Majesty, I will c<»nmunicate 
them without delay. 

It appears to me, Sire, that the proposed solemnity at St, 
Geneyi^ye will not haye a good effect. The public is already so 
depressed, and so inclined to trust to accidents for its defence, 
that we ought not to increase its inactivity by telling it to hope 
for safety from religious intercession. I may add, that to the in- 
credulous these prayers would be a mere ceremony, or an avowal 
of danger and of distrust in our own exertions. With respect to 
the good Catholics, your Majesty may rest assured that the gov- 
ernment will obtain nothing from them till you are publicly 
fcconciled to the Vicar of Jesus Christ. No, Sire, in France 
none are truly religious but those who acknowledge the Pope as 
their spiritual head. The rest are not Catholics, but unbelievers 
or Protestants. Therefore, till I see in the ' Moniteur/ '< The 
Pope has returned to Borne f the Emperor has ordered him to be 
properly escorted and received there, '^^ I do not think that any 
leligious ceremony would produce an impression on the Catholics 
in your Majesty's favour. This, Sire, is the truth. The Empress 
is in better spirits to-day. I have passed the day in sustiuning the 
hopes of people who have much less self-possession than belongs 
to her Majesty, 

[ 806.] Kapolkon to Joseph. 

Nogent> Feb. 9« 18}4, 8 a. ml 

My Brother^ — ^I have received your letter written at noon on 
the 8fch of February, which was brought to me by your aide-de- 
camp. You tell me that at La Fert^-^ous- Jouarre General Minot 
is in command of a column consisting of the 6th battalion of the 
86th, of the 1st of the 8th light infantry, and the 4th of the 70th, 
altogether 2000 men. The Minister of War composes this 
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eoininn differmitlj, of the 6th battaLion of the 86th, and the 1st 
and 2nd of the national guards of the North. What is the oaose 
of this discrepancy ? 

I have written to the Minister of War that the battalions 
must be composed of only 400 or 500 men each, because we have 
more cadres than there are conscripts to fill them ; and it is better 
to have six battalions of 400 men than three battalions of 800. 
I think, indeed, that they are twice as useful, that is to say, that 
three battalions of 400 conscripts will do nearly as much work as 
three battalions of 800. I am surprised that there are not enough 
men in Soissons to hold it. Six battalions, or 4000 men, must 
be there. It would have been better, therefore, to have sent 
thither 1000 muskets than more troops. It seems, from the 
Minister of War^s report, that to-morrow the 10th, a division of 
national guards, consisting of from 8000 to 9000 well-armed men, 
will -reach Meaux. Urge the Minister of War to send thither 
majors to command the regiments, captains to act as adjutant- 
majors, and officers to serve in the cadres. This division will be 
a great resource. A general of division and two brigadiers will 
be required. Cartridges must likewise be sent thither, that the 
troops may practise every day at a marL The divisions of Sois- 
sons and of Montereau, which are exercised eveiy day, will also 
be of great use. Paris was to furnish Montereau with two batta- 
lions ; have they started? The Duke of Bagusa reached Ghamp- 
Aubert on the road to Montmirail early yesterday, on his way to 
£pemay ; my guard, both horse and foot, are at Suzanne, in order 
to support him. I am expecting every instant to receive news 
which will carry me thither myself; I consider the diversion in 
&vour of tha Duke of Taranto as already made, and that the 
enemy will have to fall back upon Chdlons. 

[ 807.] Napoubon to Josiana. 

Nogent, Feb. 9, 1814, U ▲. IL 

My Brother, — ^I had so much to do all last night, that I was 
not able to start for Suzanne. The Duke of Bagusa has reached 
Champ'Aubert. Oeneral Sacken, vnth 15,000 men^ was at 
Montmirail. His park passed by Champ-Aubert on the Sth, 



eanwng from ChdUms*^ I intend to attaok him to-monrow. 
Besides this, detachments have -shown theniselYes towards Goa- 
lommiers, and in other directions; they are mere manuiders, and 
are of no oonseqnence. 



[808.] Napousoh to Josepa. 

Nogent, Feb. 9, 1814. 

My Brother, — Unless you had some reason which is un- 
knoum to me, you were wrong in placing 8 guns beionging io 
the guards, at the disposal of General ffullin. There are 
plenty of guns at V incennes, and plenty of means of transport for 
them in Paris. Let Qeneral Omano, therefore, retain these 
gmis. The guard forms a special corps. Nothing of theirs 
mnst be taken /or the line. If you do not give the guns beloDg- 
ing to the guard to General Hnllin, he wUl set to toork to pro- 
vide for himself,* the national guards must he accustomed to 
do duty at the barriers by themselves, otherwise, when the troops 
of the line are moved on from Paris, the national guards will 
think that they are lost You may place a much smaller guard 
at the unimportant barriers, which are not threatened. Desire 
the Minister of War to fill up nil the companies of gunners, to 
send for their cadres from the dep6ts, and to complete them with 
conscripts. I ought to have SOf gunners in Paris; they can serre 
more than 200 guns, which are absolutely necessary. 

I am of your opinion about the prayers at St. G^nevi^ve ; I 
think that it would do no good ; it was only a piece of devotion 
on the part of the Empress. Hold the 22 guns belonging to the 
guard, the 1200 horse, the 24 battalions of the guard, 500 strong, 
ready to start at a moment's ndtice. I intend to station them 
halfway. Do not include them in the defence of Paris. Send to 
Compi^gne a battalion of the guard from 200 to 300 strong, to 
be increased to 500, with 2 pieees of cannon to defend the town 
and palace against the enemy's partisans. Send another battalion 

* The italics in this And ill the following letter are in Napoleon's hand. 
—Ed. 

t This mast be a mistake. Perhaps the figures ought to be 300* — ^Tb. 
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of the guard to Fontainebleaa for the same purpose. The offioers 
whom you send to oommaod in those towns will organise the na- 
tional guards so that they may assist in the defence of the pajaces, 
which the towns will be willing enough to do, as the palaces may 
be said almost to belong to them. Tell Denuuds to remove from 
Gompiegne and Fontainebleau the plate, and everything that 
might serve as a trophy. There are portraits of all my ministers 
and of my family at Compi^gne. This must be done without 
disturbance or attracting attention. 



[809.] KAPOiiifiOK TO Joseph. 

Nugent, Pek 9, 1814. 

' My Brother, — I have received your courier of the 8th at 11 
at night The Minister of Police gives you false information. 
I think that he does not know how to ask questions. He says 
that M. Bonne, a superior officer of the corps of geographical 
engineers, saw the enemy at La Fert^-sous- Jouarre. Send for 
him, and he will tell you that he did not see them ; but that he 
was told that the enemy was approaching, which is a very differ- 
ent affair. The same thing with regard to Vieux-Maisons. I 
have always found the police doing great harm by their want of 
judgment: they alarm without informing. I gave to them a 
printed list of questions, providing for every case : this prevented 
their blundering. Order the police to give these printed papers 
to their agents in order to direct their inquiries. 

[810.] Napoleoit to Josbph. 

Nogentt ^eb. 9, 1814, 2 p. x. 

My Brother)— I am setting off for Suzanne, and I hope to 
attack the army of Silesia to-morrow. I have ordered General 
Minot, whom you sent to La Fert^'sous- Jouarre, to push on to 
Montmirail, where General Sacken is, with 15,000 men. I shall 
advance upon him by way of Suzanne and Champ- Aubert. If 
this manoeuvre should meet with complete success, it may decide 
the fate of the campaign. 

These are my dispositions ; it is important that you should 
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know them. I leave at Nogent the Duke of Belhmoy with his 
own two diyisions, Gtoeral Gerard's diviaon, and Oeneral Mil' 
hand's 5th cavalry oorps. These will form a corps of in&ntry, 
eavalry, and artillery, amounting to between 14,000 and 15,000 
men. His orders are to defend the heights of Pont-sor-Seine and 
the town of Nogent, which I have barricaded ; and, finally, if the 
whole of Schwartsenberg's army should fall npon him so as to pre- 
vent his defending Nogent, to blow up the bridge, and to take up 
hb position on the right bank. The great park of artillery, the 
head-quarters of the Intendant, and the greater part of my house- 
hold, will be placed at Provins, escorted by a division of the 
young guard commanded by General Bothenbourg. The Buke 
of Beggio commands the 7th corps, composed of twenty battalions 
from Spain and Bourdeaux. One of his divisions is at Provins, 
his head-quarters ; this evemng and to-morrow it will be at Nangis. 
Bothenbourg's division, with the head-quarters under its protec- 
tion, the division of national guards which is at Montereau and at 
Sens, General Pajol, who defends the Seine between Nogent and 
Bray, Pont-sur-Yonne, Sens, and in the 2Dd line^ Moret, Nemours, 
and Montargis, up to the Loire, are under the orders of the Duke 
of Beggio. I reckon that the two Spanish divisions, increased 
by the battalions from Bourdeaux, will amount to 12,000 men. 
General Pajol must have 2000 cavalry, the national guards of 
Montereau ought to amount to 6000; Bothenbourg's division 
consists of 4000. The Duke of Beggio has therefore about 
25,000 men. If Schwartzenberg^s army, which is at Troyes, 
should march upon Sens and Pont-sur-Yonne without attacking 
Nogent, or only masking it ; or if he storms the place and throws 
the Duke of Belluno on the right bank ; in either case the Duke 
of Beggio, supported by the Duke of Belluno, will proceed, if the 
enemy^s manoeuvre be of importance, towards Yonne and Monte- 
reau, where he will concentrate all his troops. If you have notice 
that the enemy is about to make his great attack upon Fontaine- 
bleau, you will have time enough to arm the bridges of Gorbcil 
and Choisy, and to despatch our reserves to Moret and the Loing. 
If I succeed, in the course of the next two or three days, in crush- 
ing the army of Silesia, I shall debouch upon Nogent or Monte- 
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reaxL With the reserves I may have 80,000 men, and gire an 
unexpected torn to affairs. 

My army is thus divided into three corps : — 

One which is acting under my orders : it is composed of two 
divisions of the old guard (8000 men) ; two divisions of the young 
guard who are with the Prince of Moskowa (6000 men) ; of the 
Duke of Bagnsa's corps (6000 men) — ^in the whole 20,000 in&n- 
try; of the cavalry of the guard (6000 men) ; of the 1st corps of 
cavalry (2000 men) ; of General Defrance's cavalry (2000 men) — 
in the whole 10,000 cavalry. I have, therefore, under my orders 
30,000 men, and about 120 guns. The foroes of Generals York, 
BlCicher, and Saoken, are valued at from 40,000 to 45,000 ; but 
the Duke of Taranto must find employment for at least 5000 of 
them. I shall therefore have 30,000 against 40,000 : this pro- 
portion gives me hopes of success. The point of support of my 
corps to-night will be Sezanne ; its line of march will be by the 
roads to MontmirSil and Chateau-Thierry. Centre : the Duke of 
Belluno, as I have said already, with 14,000 men. Right wing : 
the Duke of Reggio, as before, with 25,000 men. This is my 
whole force, consisting of from 60,000 to 70,000 men, including 
all arms, even the engineers and artillery. 

I estimate the enemy's forces at 45,000 of the army of Silesia, 
ai)d 150,000 of Sohwartzenberg's army, but including Bubna and 
the Cossacks ; so that, if I succeed in beating the army of Silesia, 
and rendering it incapable of action for a few days, I may turn 
round upon Schwartzenberg with 70,000 or 80,000 men, including 
the reinforcement which you will send to me from Paris, and I 
do not think that on a single point he will be able to oppose to me 
more than from 110,000 to 120,000 men. If I am not strong 
enough to attack, I may at least hold him in check, and harass 
him for a fortnight or three weeks, which will give opportunities 
for new combinations. 

It is essential that Albert should take this letter to the Min- 
isters of War and of the Administration of War, that they may 
each be well aware of what they have to do. If the enemy should 
push on to La Ferte or Meauz, there will be no occasion for 
alarm, as to-morrow I attack his rear. I have not counted 
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among mj reflonroes the diTinon of the national guard of Meanzy 
which I hope will aoon amount to between 8000 and 10,000 men. 
I have ordered St. Gkimain, who, with 800 horse, is at Meaux, to 
proceed to La Fert^-sons- Jouarre : the division which has been 
armed of the national goard may also be sent thither. 



[*811.] JOSKPH TO NAPOI.B0H. 

FKlB,Feb.9,1814^4A.ic. 

I have received your Majesty's letter desiring pie to postpone 
the inaertkm of the article in the ' Monitenr.' I have sent my 
aide-de^)amp to the Dnke of Gadore ; I hope that he will have ar- 
rived in time. The annexed letter* will acquaint your Majesty 
with the state of affairs towards Laon. 

I have not yet received the report of O^rard, of the war-office ; 
but my last ni^t's letter will have already informed your Ma- 
jesty that the Minister of War reports, after careful investigation, 
that he has only 11,000 muskets, which he reserves for the Im- 
perial guard. 



[812.] ^osEPR TO Nafoleon. 

Fai1s,Fe1>.9,1814k4jL]L 

Sire, — ^I have received your letter of yesterday of 11 a* m., in 
answer to mine of the 7th, 11 p. m. 

Your Majesty may be assured that, so far as depends on me, 
your wishes will be complied with. Circumstances may occur in 
which this expression of them may contribute to such a result. 
My letter may thus have been useful by eliciting this written 
manifestation of your will, which will decide the conduct of many 
persons now unresolved. 



[8IS.3 Joseph to Napoueon. 

Paris, Feh. 9, 1814^ 11 a. k. 

Sire, — I have received your letters of the 8th at 8 p. m. I 
have sent the one to the Empress Josephine, and I am expecting 
an answer by Tascher. After the cabinet council I will see MM. 

* This letter does not appear. — ^Tb. 



r 



FXB. 1814 BEMAINnrO ALTEBHATIYS8. 288 

de Feltre and d'Haaterive. The Minister of War has written to 
me a letter which I send on to your Majesty ; you will see that 
our maskets are reduced to 6000. It is, therefore, useless to ex- 
pect to form a reserve of from 30,000 to 40,000 men in Paris. 
Things are stronger than men, Sire ; and when this is clearly 
proved, it seems to me that true glory consists in preserving as 
much as is possible of one^s people and one's empire ; and that to 
expose a precious life to such evident danger is not glorious, be- 
cause it is against the interests of a great number of men whose 
existence is attached to your own. Your Majesty may rest as- 
sured that I shall faithfully execute your commands, whatever 
they may be. No one here has anything, directly or indirectly, to 
do with what I am writing to your Majesty in perfect opennesS| 
just as it occurs to me. 

I see so much depression, that I fear that it is useless to ex- 
pect an army of reserve, or any extraordinary effort to be made in 
Paris: you must therefore submit with fortitude to necessity; 
whether you are permitted to make a great nation happy, or you 
are forced to yield, there being no choice left except between 
death and dishonour ; and, at this juncture, I see no dishonour for 
your Majesty unless you abandon the throne, because in this case 
you would ruin a number of individuals who have devoted them- 
selves to you. If it be possible, then, make peace at any price ; 
if that iB impossible, when the hour comes we must meet death 
with resolution, as did the last Emperor of Constantinople. 

Should this occur, your Majesty may be persuaded that I 
shall in every respect follow out your wishes, and that I shall do 
nothing unworthy either of you or of me. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from the lOtfa to 
the 18ih of February, 1814. 

They were nine days of yictories. Napoleon had been posted 
for some days at Nogent, on the Seine, between the army 
of Silesia, and the allied grand army. The army of Silesia^ 
commanded by Bliicher, was advancing on Paris from Ch&lons 
by two roads, one down the Mame by Epemay and Chateau- 
Thierry, the other across a difficult and marshy country by 
Yertos, £toges, Yauchamps, Champ- Aubert, and Montmirail; 
the two roads meeting at La Fert6-sous-Jouarre on the Mame. 

The allied grand army, under Schwartzenberg, was marching 
towards Paris by the valley of the Seine, its head-quarters being 
at Troyes. The reader has seen, by Napoleon's last letters, that 
on the 9th he intended to make a flank movement by cross- 
roads to Suzanne, in order to attack the Silesian army, which 
was marching in 4 divisions, under Sacken, York, Alsuflef, and 
Bliicher. He found, what he does not seem to have expected, 
a part of the Silesian army at Baye, between Nogent and 
Suzanne, beat it, and reached Suzanne on the 9th. The next 
day, the 10th, he beat Alsufief at Champ- Aubert ; on the 
11th he defeated Sacken at Montmirail; on the 12th he de- 
feated York at Ch&teau-Thierry ; and, finding that Blucher was 
advancing, he turned back to Montmirail, and on the 14th 
defeated him with great* loss at Yauchamps, a village between 
Montmirail and £t6ges, and drove him back through ^togea 
to Chftlona. 
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Bat Sohwartzenberg was profiting by Napoleon's absence to 
march on Paris by the Seine. He drove Victor out of Nogent, 
occapied Montereau, and penetrated beyond Nangis to Mor- 
mant, a village not more than 25 miles from Paris. Three 
marshals, Ondinot, Victor, and Macdonald, were opposed to 
him with a force of about 47,000 men, ba£ they appear to have 
expected defeat, and earnestly implored Napoleon's presence. 
Napoleon left Montmirail on the 15th, a few honrs after he had 
defeated Bliicher, reached Meaux the same day, and on the 16th 
joined his marshals at Gaignes, a small town at the intersection 
of the roads from Meaux to Melun and from Paris to Nogent. 
On the 17th he drove the Russians, under Count Pahlen, from 
Mormant, and entered Nangis, and on the 18th he drove the 
Prince of Wiirtemberg out of Montereau, and marched on 
Troyes, from whence the allied sovereigns and Schwartzonberg 
fled in terror, and scarcely paused until they found themselves 
more than 100 miles off at Langre& In nine days he gained 
seven victories, made nine marches in the depth of winter, 
most of them over cross-roads, such as the cross-roads of France 
then were, and drove away or frightened away two armies, each 
much larger than his own. 

It is not surprising that such wonderful success, immediately 
following two years of almost uninterrupted disaster, somewhat 
intoxicated him, and led him to believe that the chances were 
again in his favour, and even to imagine that the allies them- 
selves had little hope of escaping with many of their troops from 
France. 
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[ 814.] • BnTHTKB TO JOSBPB. 

Feb. 10, 1814 

The Emperor left a great part of his army at Pont and 
Nogent, and made a l(Mig flank march yesterday to attack 
Bliioher, who is taking the Montmirail raod with a considerable 
portion of the army of Silesia. When we reached Pont St. Prix 
we found that the enemy was in position at Baye to cover the 
road to Sezanne. It was Sacken's corps. He was attacked in 
flank, broken, and retreated on Champ-Aubert, followed by our 
cavalry. Marshal Ney's corps and a part of the guard arrived 
opportunely. The enemy is cut in two — one portion is in the 
direction of Montmirail, the other is fkllinic back on Ch^ons. 



[ 816.] Napolbos to Joseph. 

BtotDne, Feb. 10, 1814, 10 . 

My Brother,-«Yoiir two letters of the 9th have reached 
me. Tour aide-de-camp must have taken my yesterday's 
letter to you. I reached this place yesterday evening. I am 
mounting my horse to advance on Champ-Aubert. I am 
much impeded by the state of the roads: they are horrible; 
there are six feet of mad. I am assured this morning that the 
enemy has begnn to retire from Montmirail to Yauchamps.* 
I cannot understand why the Duke of Taranto is retreating so 
rapidly. As the shortest way of communicating with him is 
through Paris, send him word that to-day, the 10th, at 11 a.u. 
I was at Champ- Aubert, on the rear of the enemy's column, 
which is at Montmirail. 



[816.] Napoleon to JoespH. 

Ohamp-Aabert, Feb 10, 1814, 10 pjl 

My Brother,^! attacked the enemy to-day at Champ- 
Aubert. His force consisted of 12 regiments and 40 pieces of 
cannon. I have ti^ken the Commander-in-Chief Alsoflef, with 
all his generals, colonels, officers, guns, waggons, and baggage. 

* This wu not tni«, Blaober was not aware of Napoleon'f maidi. — Tm, 
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We have 6000 prisoners, 40 guns, and 200 carriages. The 
rest were driven into a lake, or killed on the field. This corps 
is entirely destroyed. We are marching toiirards Montmirail, 
and shall be there this evening at 10 o'clock. I shall reach it 
in person to-morrow morning before daybreak, to march with 
20,000 infantry upon Sacken at La Fert^sous-Jouarre. I am 
treading close npon the enemy's heels. The Duke of Taranto 
has between 8000 and 10,000 men, with the national guard of 
Meaux, and all that you can spare from Paris. • [This force] 
alone will be sufficient to hold the enemy in check. I am in 
great hopes that Sacken is lost, and, if fortune continues to 
second us as she has done to-day, the state of affairs will be 
changed in an . instant ; for the whole strength of the Russian 
army consists in Sacken's corps which contains 10 divisions, or 
60 regiments. Bliicher is cut off from Sacken ; he has 2 divi- 
sions; he is 8 leagues off on the Berg^res road. He will be 
held in check during my march. I do not think that we have 
lost 200 men. 



[817.] Nafolhon tq Joseph, 

Farm of £piDe-aax-Bois, between MoDtmirail ftnd Yicaz-Malsoos, 

Feb.ll, 1814,8.PM. 

My Brother, — ^Berthier despatched a courier to you from 
the field of battle. Since that time I sent off young Montes- 
quieu to you. It is eight o^clock, and before bed-time I wish 
you to have these two lines to let you know that to-day has 
been decisive. The army of Silesia has ceased to exist ; I have 
completely routed it. We have carried off all their guns and 
haggage, and we have taken several thousand prisoners, perhaps 
more than 7000, and they continue to arrive every instant; 
5000 or 6000 of the enemy are left on the field. All this has 
been done, although only half of my old guard were engaged ; 
they did more than one has any right to expect from men. 
The enemy fled disbanded towards Chiteau-Thierry. I pre- 
sume that the Duke of Treviso pursued them to La Ferte-eous- 
Jouarre and GhAteau-Thierry. These two days have entirely 

* This was a mistake. — Tb 
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Money is ^ranting to pay the troops; they commit in eonse- 
qnence all sorts of irregularities, which exasperate the inhabit- 
ants to such a degree (I can speak chiefly of those of Yersaillee, 
Gompi^gne, and Senlis), that it is not nncommon to hear it said 
publicly, " The enemy could not do worse." 

I do not write these disagreeable truths to your Majesty for 
the sake of persuading you to make peace — ^I know that you 
desire it more than any other person — ^but in order to console 
you, if you should be forced to submit to conditions to which 
France would not be reduced, if the strength of mind of all her 
people were in proportion to that of her sovereign. I entreat 
your Majesty to believe that my language to the rest of the 
world is very different ; but I am obliged to own that there is 
no salvation for us but in the speediest peace, on whatever con- 
ditions. I know no one who is of a contrary opinion. Your 
Majesty's most faithful servants are chiefly distinguished by 
their profound conviction that, with peace, your Majesty will 
find in your own genius, and in the confidence of the nation, 
means to restore our affairs. 



f 8I9.3 Nafolboit to Joseph. 

Faaboorg de Ch&teaa-Thierry, Feb. IS, 1814 

My Brother, — ^I am in the suburb of Ch&teau-Thierry. I 
pimnied the enemy^s rear-guard; as I had cut him off from 
Gh&lons, his army was obliged to cross the Mame to gain the 
foad to Soissons. I carried off the whole rear-guard, which con- 
sisted of four Russian battalions, three Prussian battalions, and 
three pieces of cannon. I took them all, even the Russian 
general who was in command ; 2000 prisoners were made to day. 
The Buke of Ragusa is about to march from Etoges upon 
Epemay and Chalons. If Marshal Maodonald had manoeuvred 
on the right bank of the Mame, as I hoped, not one man would 
have escaped. We have, however, taken between 8000 and 
10,000 prisoners, among whom are five or six generals; they 
start to-morrow for Paris. We have taken almost all the enemy's 

ardllery and baggage, and killed immense numbers* His force, 
Vol. II.— 18 
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whieh waa 85,000, does not amooat to-day to 12,000, and iliejr ate 
in horrible oonfosioiL If the moTements of the Anfftrians do 
not reeall me towards the Seine, I shall seise the enemy in tlie 
rear. Considering the great results, I engaged very few troops; 
my guard, both horse and foot, has eorered itself with glory. 



[ 880.3 JOOETH XO KAPOLBOiN. 

Pwla,Feb.lS,1814»10 

Sire, — The funds set apart for the use of the guard are ex- 
nansted. We have no credit, and General Omano urges me to 
obtain from your Majesty another million, to be divided equally 
between the cavalry and the infantry. If we have no money, both 
horses and men must remain in the state in which they now are. 
There are 1500 men who want clothing. Your Majesty is aware 
that between 1000 and 1500 recruits arrive every day for the 
guard. A remount of 1000 horses is also required, otherwise 
the cavalry must remain here idle. I send a return of the guard 
to your Majesty ; I intend to inspect it at noon to-day. Marshal 
Macdonald tells me that he has heard nothing directly from your 
Majesty. He has received the intelligence which I sent to him 
yesterday of the action of Champ-Aubert. He heard a loud 
cannonade in the direction of Montmirail. He despatched thither 
General St. Germain with 800 horse, who captured a few horse- 
soldiers at St. Fiacre. A great mistake was made in blowing up 
the bridge of Trilport ; an officer whom I sent yesterday to Meaux 
asfoires me that they are preparing the means of crossing the 
river on rafts. He thinks that the enemy's artillery will not be 
able to retire, as the bridges towards La Fert^^us- Jouarre have 
been cut. 



[ 821 .] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Farm of Lameron, near Chfttaan-Thienj, 
Fe1xl8|1814^10i.M. 

My Brother, — During the whole of the 11th the enemy 
attacked the town^of Nogent. The Duke of Belluno had passed 
over to the ri^t bank with all his troops, and had left in the 
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tofwn obIj 1200 men, imder tlie oommMid of G^iend Botmnont. 
(This Bonimont is the fiunons chief of the Olioaaiis; I am ex- 
tremely pleased with him.) The enemy tried to enter in close 
oohminS} and was shot down from the houses and barricades. In 
short, he was repulsed in three saocessive assanlts, and lost^ as 
was to be expected in snch fighting, between 2000 and 8000 men. 
General Bonrmont was wounded, but in other respects our loss 
was slight The enemy, enraged, then brought forward howitaers 
and set fire to the town, but with no effect ; and on the 12th, our 
men were ready to give the enemy a similar reception. It is said 
that General Schwartzenberg, with all his army, was watching 
this operation. I have heard nothing from Montereau since the 
11th. General Pajol was at Fossart, near Montereau. I have 
ordered the Buke of Reggio to proceed to Montereau with Ho- 
ihenbourg's division and the 9th division from Spain. But this 
division, which was to have arrived on the 9th, was not here 
yesterday evening, the 10th. The Minister of War ought to 
know the cause. This division should be sent to Montereau. I 
ordered Leval's division to join me ; but as I do not want it, this 
has become a false march. By the return which General Omano 
has sent to me, I see that the guard has 2000 cavalry and 8000 
infantry under arms, altogether 10,000 men, and 22 pieces of 
cannon. I have ordered two more batteries to be added, so that 
they will have 32 pieces. 

The Minister of War writes reports and waits for my appro* 
bation before executing my orders. This is not the way to act 
at this juncture; it did very well when I was in Paris. You 
must immediately place at General Omano's disposal the two 
companies of artillery from Spain with 16 pieces of ordnance. 
They alone will form a good reserve corps. Let it march towards 
Fontainebleau. Generals Charpentier and Boyer should go with 
them. Some brigadier-generals will be required ; the Minister 
of War must appoint them. These troops, however, must not be 
sent to a distance from Paris ; instead of cantoning them on the 
roads to Meaux and Yillette, they must be placed near Charen- 
ton, Villejuif, and Essonne, and one division always kept in Paris. 
The Minister of War has also sent to me a report on the forma* 
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tioQ of two diTifflons of reserre for the line; I have not yet read 
it with attention. The ohief thing is to act, and not to forget 
that with eonsoripts it ia better to have hattaliona of only 300 
men than that ihey should be more nnmerons. Send a oourier 
to Soissons to obtain news of the enemy, and let the commandant 
of that town hold to the death ; for the enemy will be eoruade^aMj 
embarrassed if he cannot enter Soisson& I do not think that 
Schwartaenberg will entangle himself with Fontaineblean as long 
as we remain masters of the bridge of Nogent. The Austrians 
are too well acquainted with my mode of action, and bear its scars 
too deeply, to doubt that, if they suffer us to retain possession ci 
the bridge of Nogent, I shall fall upon their rear, as I did here. 
However, if the enemy were to bring together a considerable 
force and make a decided movement, I should desire the Duke of 
Belluno to proceed from Nogent to Montereau to support the 
Duke of Reggio. He will have orders to blow up the bridge of 
Nogent, and to leave on the opposite right bank troops sufficient 
to prevent the enemy from rebuilding it. I have not yet settled 
my plan of operations for to-day, but if it be necessary I shall 
march rapidly towards Montereau, accompanied by the Duke of 
Belluno's corps, the Duke of Re^o, and Ornano's reserve, and 
my force will be strong enough to hold Schwartzenberg in check. 
I tremble lest those rascally Russians should retaliate by setting 
fire to Fontainebleau. I hope in the course of the day to rebuild 
the bridge over the Manie at Gh&teau-Thierry ; I shall then fix 
my plans. What I hear from Sens proves that General AUiz 
has repulsed the enemy ; he held his ground on the evening of 
the 11th. He had obliged the enemy to open trenches. All the 
cavalry which arrives from Spain ought to proceed, as I hare 
already ordered, to Montereau, to be under the command of G^ne* 
ral Pajol and the Duke of Reggio. 

Q822.J Napoleon to Joseph. 

Chiteaa-Thieny, FeV. 18, 1814 

My Brother, — General Drouot tells me that he has distributed 
the 14th million. I have received your letter of the 12th at 
10 A.M. I enclose a letter from the Duke of Treviso ; you may 
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insert an extraet from it in some of the smaller newspapers. Everj- 
thing which I hear here proves to me more and more the extent 
of the enemj^s disaster. The inhabitants assure me that of that 
immense army not 12,000 came back. I hear nothing more of 
the 2nd division of the line. I told jou to forward a division of 
the guard in the first place to Essonne ; those whom you have sent 
to FoDtainebleau will do instead. I sent to you this morning my 
orderly officer, Gourgaud. If Soissons hold out, the enemy will 
be extremely embarrassed. They endeavoured to retreat upon 
Reims, and tried in vain to find a road. Whatever happens, 
despatch an offiiser to desire Berruyer to hold out. The bridge 
at Gh&teau-Thierry is not yet rebuilt 

[823.] Napousok to Joseph. 

Ghataan-TUeny, Veh. IB, 1814, 2 r,M, 

My Brother, — The chief of the staff will communicate to you 
tlie dispositions which I have made for the defence of Montereao. 
As soon as you are acquainted with them, forward them by ex* 
press to the Duke of Beggio. You must send off immediately 
Ckneral Charpentier with two batteries of foot artillery, and a 
division of the guard consisting of 12 battalions. He may reach 
Essonne to-morrow. He will occupy Corbeil, La Fert^-Ahus, 
and all the little bridges across the Essonne. You must give 
him 1000 horses belonging to the guard. The other division, 
also with 1000 horses, will be cantoned at Charenton and in 
Paris, and will hold themselves ready to take up a position on 
the Y^res, if it should be required. I do not know to what ex- 
tent your regiments of the line are organised. If you have a 
division ready, send it to Yilleneuve-sur-Seine, and let me know 
the state of the Paris reserve. It is probable that the news of 
the disasters of Sacken and of York may stop the enemy's move* 
ments. The police and the war-office should send agents to dis- 
cover the effect which has been produced upon them. All these 
divisions must be properly provided with artillery. I have just 
ordered the available part of the national guard, which is at 
Meaux, to proceed to Montereau under the orders of the Duke 
of Taranto. 
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[fiSi.] NAPOiaov TO Joseph. 

Ffom tiM Lamoron Fwm, near Ghataaa-Tbteny, 
Feb. 18. 1814 

My Brother, — I have seen the officer whom yoa sent to ma 
I am told that he b an excellent man, but he has neither the 
education nor the talents which ought to belong to jour aide-de- 
oamp. He talked nothing but nonsense to me about Nogent and 
Proyins. You should choose men of more acuteness, information, 
and cleyemess to be jour aides-de-camp. This man, who was a 
yerj good captain of grenadiers, would perhaps be useful at the 
head of a battalion. 



[825.] Mabob Locu io Josbph. 

Paria, Feb. 18, 1814L 

Mj dear Brother, — ^I haye reoeiyed two letters from the 
Emperor: he is well He oyertook yesterday and routed the 
rear-guard of the enemj, and General Sacken, who was in com- 
mand, was killed. If you haye any further information, pray, 
my dear brother, pass it on to me. When I see you this morning, 
I shall ask you to help me to decipher my letters, for I am to put 
the Emperor's news into the ' Moniteur ' under the head of Paris. 
I entreat you to belieye in my sincere friendship. 



Napolboit io Joseph. 

Cbitera-fbieny, Feb. U 1814, 8 

My Brother, — It is 8 o'clock in the morning. The Duke of 
Treyiso crossed yesterday the bridge of Ch&teau-Thierry at 5 in 
the afternoon, and followed up the pursuit. The enemy became 
entangled in the cross-roads between this place and Reims, 
through F^re en Tardenois, and abandoned there the remainder 
of his carriages. The Duke of Ragusa was yesterday at Etoges, 
and fell back upon Fromentiers, on seeing BlQcher, with, as he 
supposed, a superior force, ready to fall upon him. I am just start- 
ing; by 8 o'clock I shall be there. I intend to attack the enemy, 
and I hope to beat him thoroughly in the course of the day, and 
thus destroy another of his corps; this corps seems to be Witt- 
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genskein^B.* Ab it appears that the enemy will not pass bj 
Soissons, I have ordered the Bake of Treviso, as 000x1 as he has 
covered the town, to withdraw Bome of the troops and national 
guards who are there, in order to reinforce his corps, leaving, 
however, a few troops to defend the town. Let the Minister of 
War order the fortifications of this important post to be gone on 
witL 

I have received your undated letter, apparently of the 13thi 
Inspect the national guards ; hasten their preparations. I think 
that the Minister of the Interior should send a conseiUer d'etat 
or some other official to report on the crimes committed by the 
enemy in the places which he has evacuated, and of the conduct 
of the inhabitants. His report should be inserted in the ' Moni- 
teur.' 

The Duke of Belluno writes to me, dated yesterday, the 16th, 
at noon, that he has blown up the bridge of Nogent, and fiJlen 
back on Provins, to be nearer to Montereau. His motive was 
that he heard that the enemy was strengthening his forces to 
attack Montereau, and was threatening Paris from Fontainebleau. 
I have ordered the Buke of Taranto to proceed towards Mon- 
tereau with all his troops, which amount to more than 16,000 
men, including the national guard of Meaux. The Buke of 
Beggio ought to be there with General Rothenbourg's division 
and the 9th division from Spain, which, as the Minister of War 
assures me, arrived there on the 12th. 

The troops at Montereau may, therefore, be stated as follows: 
the Buke of Belluno, 10,000 infantry and 3000 cavalry, with 40 
pieces of cannon ; the Buke of Beggio, 15,000 infantry, indud- 
ing the division of the national guard of Montereau ; 4000 cavalry 
under Bourdesoulle and Boussel, and 60 pieces of cannon \ the 
Buke of Taranto 12,000 infantry, 8000 cavalry, and 40 pieces of 
cannon. Here, then, is a force of between 50,000 and 60,000 
men,t without including the Paris reserve. 

If, as I hope, to-day turns out well, and I succeed in ridding 
myself of this corps, which I suppose to be Wittgenstein's from 

• B VM Blnchflei^TB. t 47,00a— Tb. 



200 roBcass at ho&tkbsau. ckat. 

the Bhiney I may go immediately in peiaoii to Vontereaii, ualeBS 
the enemy Bhoold have ceaaed to act cm the oflfenaiye. 

Order the Minister of the Interior to have the bridge at 
Trilfort repaired in 24 hours, as well as that at La Ferte-80u»- 
Jooarre. If the bridges cannot be repaired, let them make 
bridges of boats, so that I may be able to cross. Desire the 
Minister of War to send to La Ferte-sous- Jouarre a commandant 
with a battalion, and to send another to Meanx. Tell the 
Minister of the Interior to write to the Mayor of Meaox that I 
am not satisfied with the conduct of the inhabitants : they must 
behave so as not to oblige me to make examples. 



[827.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Montmirail, Feb. 14, 1814 

My Brother, — It is 9 o'clock in the evening. I write a 
line to acquaint you with the happy result of the battle of 
Yauchamps. 

Bldcher's head-quarters were at Vertus.* He had been joined 
by Kleist from (Germany with 24 battalions, and by a new Russian 
corps of 12 battalions, in all 20,000 men^ but was separated from 
the rest of his army. On the 13th he moved on Etoges and 
Champ- Aubert. The Duke of Ragusa retired without fighting. 
I left Chftteau Thierry at 8 this morning, and reached MontmiraO 
as the enemy was just at its gates. He took up his position at 
the village of Yauchamps. I beat him, took 8000 prisoners, 10 
colours, and three guns, and drove him back, fighting up to the 
gates of Etoges. His loss in killed and wounded must hare been 
more than 4000 men. My killed and wounded were not 300. 

The means by which I obtained these great results were that 
he had little cavalry, while I had from 6000 to 8000, and very 
good, with which I kept outflanking and surrounding him ; and 
that he could use few of his guns, for fear of losing them, while 
I crushed him all day with grape-shot from 100 pieces of cannon. 
My three household squadrons covered themselves with glory. 

* A Tillage about half-way on the road between Cb&lons aad MontmiraiL 
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I had them alwmys in hsnd, made them charge tepeatedly, and 
they took 1000 prisoners. I think that I mentioned to yon 
yesterday that the Duke of Treviso is closely pursuing the 
shattered remains of Sacken and York by the cross-road to 
Reims. 



[828. J KAPouEOir to Joseph. 

MontmiraflfFebk IS, 1814, 8 A.it. 

My Brother^— I have received your letter of the 14th, which 
was brought to me by young Montesquiou. I shall start as soon 
as the day breaks, and I shall reach La Fert^-sous- Jouarre early 
with my guard ; thence I shall proceed in person towards Meauz. 
I cannot understand why the Duke of Eeggio did not defend the 
bridge of Bray. 

Yesterday, the 14th, the Dukes of Belluno, Beggio, and Ta- 
ranto were to join between Nangis and Guignes. I have no 
doubt that I shall soon learn what has taken place. In the 
article which you will insert in the * Moniteur ' on the battle of 
Yauchamps, you must mention as prisoners Prince Woronzow, 
Russian general of diyision, and a Russian brigadier-generaL 
Their corps acted as rear-guard during the night, was charged 
and routed; 1200 prisoners and four pieces of cannon were 
taken. 

It seems that the enemy's operations are confined to the right 
l)ank of the Seine. The cavalry from Spain might therefore 
have assembled at Fontainebleau ; as the bridges of Melun and 
Montereau are out off, it can join us only by the bridge of Corbeil. 
It appears that there still are 1000 men of the national guard of 
Montereau without arms, and that they are all in want of camp- 
utensils. Order them to be properly proyided. Send General 
Radet^s gendarmes (which ought to reach Paris to-day) to meet 
the 7000 or 8000 prisoners who are about to start from hence. 
The peasants have picked up here on the battle-fields more than 
40|000 muskets, which the rapid movements of our troops pre- 
yented us from collecting. Perhaps the national guard of Paris 
might obtain many of them by sending agents among the country 
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poople. As the enemy is nuuKBaTrbg on the right hmk of tiie 
Bmney and has partisans on the left bank, it is importsnt to rein- 
Ibree the cordon which protects Psris <m that side. 



[829.] Kamueon to Jossmi. 

La FertA-MOfl-Joiuite^ Feb. IS^ 1814, S r.ilU 

Mj Brother,— Your letter of the 14th reached me at 5 o'clock. 
I am surprised that by that time you had not received the courier 
whom the chief of the staff sent to yon from the field of battle, 
"at one in the afternoon. I shall be at Meaux early this evening 
with my guard. I do not know whether the whole of my foot* 
goard will be able to get so &r, but I hope that it will march beyond 
La Ferte this evening. It will be difficult therefore for the foot' 
guard to reach Gnignes* before to-morrow afternoon. The wisest 
plan will bet to retire behind the Yeres, and to avoid enga^png the 
enemy. If this position is ^Qoh as to make it impossible for the 
enemy to attack the army to-morrow, it should remain there. If, 
on the contrary, an attack should be feared, the army, leaving a 
light corps to protect the road from Brie, might fall back upon 
Fontenay, on the road to MeauX| and meet me. The great park^ 
after passii^ Brie-Oomte-Robert, should move to the road between 
Fontenay and Paris. However, I shall probably before might 
receive news of the army, and I shall then give positive orders ; 
I shall be at Means this evening in person. At any rate I will 
not lose a moment in informing you of my intentions. I presume 
that the barricades towards the Jardin des Plantes are finished, 
and that you have placed there troops and guns. A commandant 
must also be appointed for Bic^tre, and a battalion and i^^me guns 
placed there : this advanced post sweeps the whole road. If the 
enemy, notwithstanding the checks which he has experienced, 
should persist in his advance, which would probably occasion his 

* A village to ^e south of Meaux, between Paris and Sens. The Tkes 
runs to the north of Guignes. — ^Tr. 

t This advice is given to the army consisting of three coi^ amounting in 
the whole to about 47,000 men, under the command of Ondinot, Vxetor, and 
Maodonald. Ki^leon was now marching to join this armj.*— Tr. 
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total ram, all oar forced, artillerj, in&ntry, and cayalry, dionld 
be brought together by the bridge of Gorbeil or by that of Ghoisy. 
These bridges must be held, not destroyed ; they are neoessary to 
me in order to manoaTre on both banks ; for as soon as the 
enemy begins to retreat in good earned I shall cross over to the 
other bank to pnrsne and to sorronnd him. For this porpose I 
mnst use the bridges of CorbeU and Ghoisy, as those of Melnn 
and Monterean are destroyed. The Y^res has overflowed and is 
not fordable ; it will protect the army for at least three days. 
On the 17th I shall be ready to attack. 



C88D.] NApOLBOir to JostPK. 

XMitt, Febw 15k 1814» 7 PA 

My Brother, — ^I haye jnst arriyed ; my goard will be 
tiie army to-morrow«* 

[ 881v] KapouboH to Josbpb. 

My Brother,*-^It is nseless to bnild a bridge at Villeneaye- 
8i-€teorges, as that at Ghoisy will do for me : nor do we want a 
new bridge at Gharonton. A stone bridge fit to gallop oyer, and 
wide enough for two carriages abreast, is enongh, especially as I 
haye that of St. Maor. To bnild these new bridges would there- 
fore alarm Pafis unnecessarily and occasion useless ezpensei 



[ 882:] OoBEra xo NAPOKMUk 

Siro,^«>-Oeneral Bordesoulle has arrived with two letters which 
I send on. He says that it is absolutely necessary that your Mi^esty 
should determine which of the three marshals is to command. 
All are anxious to see your Mi^esty at their head ; they certainly 
will be attacked to-mwrow, and they appear to have little confi- 
dence in one another. I am writing to the Minister of War to 
request him to send all the cavalry from the depot of Versailles, 

* Hie rut of iha fetter as 8e»tQWoati—£D. 



that ifl diaposabley towards Bri&Oomte-Robert. The Imperial 
guard which was in Paris will also take part in tiiis decisiyo 
battle, so that if we are beaten I shall hare no escort for the 
Empress and the King of Borne. No one donbts that your 
Majesty's pr^sefloe would weigh immensely in our favour ; and 
as the safety of the capital, perhaps of the empire^ may depend 
on our success^ I haye no doubt that you will endeavour to reach 
this army, whatever be the state of things on the Mame. 

[ 888.] JosEFH TO Napoleon. 

Paris, FeK 25, 1814, 10 aa 

Kre,— -'I have no news of yoi» Mi^sty, or of tiie Dukes of 
Beggio, Belluno, and Taranto, unce your Majesty's last letter 
from the field of Yauchamps. I have writt^i to your Majesty in 
duplicate, and I wait in the utmost auxiety for your orders to the 
corps of the Dukes of Belluno, Beggio, and Taranto* 1 need not 
say how indispensable your Majesty's presence is^ on the eve of s 
battle on which the fate of the empire may rest, 

I hear again from General Bordesoulle that the Dukes of 
Beggio and Belluno were to march at 9 last night towards the 
small river Y^res, resting their left on Bemy and the forest of 
Gr6oy. I requested Bordesoulle to entreat them merely to keep 
the enemy in check until the arrival oi your Majesty^ 

[884.] Napoleon to ^osKph. 

Meaax, Feb. 1^ 1814, 8 am. 

My Brother, — It is 8 o'clock; I start for Guignes* I shall 
attack to-morrow. Send by diligences all the men belonging to 
the old guard; I hear that you have 800 of them in Paris* 
Send also all the men of the old horse^guard to repair the losses 
which it has sustained^ The Duke of Treviso is manoeuvring 
between Soissons and Beims^ Do not send any cavalry either to 
Bambouillet or to Chartre% bat direct it all on Fontainebleau. 
As soon as I have accomplished my maroh^ the enemy will disperse. 
I missed yesterday a splendid opportunity : 6000 Bavarians were 
two leagues off from me, near Montmirail, in the cross-road. 
The enemy manoeuvres with such ignorance that I hope to do 
great things in the next few days. 
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£ 835.J KAPOLEoir io JoflKPH. 

Oa^M, Feb. 16, 1814, 4 p.m. 

My Broliher,— I received your letter of to^ay, 9 a. m. I 
readied this place at 3 in the afternoon. I shall pfut the army in 
motion immediately. It will take its portion to-night, so as to 
reach Nangis by daybreak to-morrow. I shall also have Melon 
occupied, and the bridge repaired. I have sent to know what is 
going on at Fontainebleau, If anything new had occurred there, 
you would have heard of it and have let me know. Send all the 
available cavalry to join us by Brie-Oomte'Robert. I have 
ordered the parks to come back. The pr^fet of Melun was 
away ; if he is in Paris, tell him to return to Melon directly. 
There are many national guards dispersed in different directions ; 
the Minister of. War must make a return of ihem, and let them 
all join and reinforce our army. There is no objection to your 
placing your aide^e-camp Lecapitaine in the young guard ; send 
him off immediately. 



[ 63GJ] KAPOLXcor to Joseph. 

Galgne^, Feb. 16, 1814, 6 p.iL 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 16th, 11 
A.M. I think that no troops are wanted near Bambouillet. My 
present manoeuvre will recall all the enemy's parties. The Duke of 
Treviso has orders to watch Soissons and Reims. He has two 
divisions of cavalry and one of infantry. The Minister of War 
must write to him, and keep him informed as to all the parties 
which approach Paris. The remounts at Versailles must be kept 
up as actively as possible. Recall the detachments from Ram- 
bouillet and keep them in reserve. They may be sent if neces- 
sary towards 8oissons and Yillers^Gotterets. Qeneral Dom- 
browski, who is in the neighbourhood of Compi^gne, should 
remain there Let the Duke of Treviso know that General 
Dombrowski is under his orders. 
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[887.] Navoubov io Joskfh. 



6iilgB«i,FeK17,in4»4 

Ifj Brother, — I send to jon a report firom the Minister of 
W«r addressed to La Boiullerie. Ton will see by it that I hare 
put two millions at the disposal of the Minister for the Adminis* 
tration of the War for the remonnts at Versailles, and that of 
these two millions 500,000 francs were paid before my departure; 
and yet they complain of want of money. It seems that the 
dep6t for remounts makes no progress. Make them give yon an 
acooont of the horses which haye been booght in the pnblic 
markets and elsewhere. I wish to employ these two millions in 
remounts, but I want cavalry directly. It appears that iqp to th« 
present time yery few horses have been purchased. 

r 

[ 888.1 NAPOLaoir to Joseph* 

Gnignea, Feb. 17, 1814, 6 Ajb 

My Brother, — The Duke of Treviso was yesterday evening 
at Yillers-Cottereta He tells me that the enemy have evacuated 
Soissons, and recalled all the detachments which they had sent 
out in the direction of Compi^gne. Their defeat has so terrified 
them, that the Duke of Treviso thinks that they are retreating as 
last as possible to the Ardennes. They have marched by Fismes ;* 
so you see that you are safe in that quarter. Write to the Min- 
ister of War to assist the Duke of Treviso's operations. On the 
evening of the 14th, at about 8 oVlock, the Duke of Ragusa at* 
tacked again the Bussian army at Etoges, and did them much more 
harm than appears by the bulletin, as he took nine pieces of cannon, 
and left the field covered with dead. The enemies are e3:tremely 
worn out and frightened. Collect all the scattered battalions. 



[888.] NAPOUBozr to Jobbpk. 

anignes, Feb. 17, 1814, 4 aji. 

My Brother, — ^Paris is no longer threatened on any aide, since 
the Duke of Treviso is at Villers-CotteretEL I do not approve 
of the Minister of War sending battalions to Meauz, Lagny, and 

* On the nwd from Soinons to Rdmc— T^ 
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other places ; he should keep all these resources to form the Isl 
and Sod diyisioiis of the Paris reserve. 

I see that the 1st brigade of the 1st division, under the com- 
mand of the Duke of Padua, is organised. I have ordered it to 
yill^ieuve-St.-Georges. See that it is immediatelj provided with 
eight pieces of cannon. 

The Duke of Padua must establish his head-quarters at 
Yilleneuve to-day, and the brigade must have its artillery, as the 
Duke of Padua may receive orders in the course of the day. 
The Duke of Padua must make sure that each soldier has his 
four packets of cartridges. The 2nd brigade ought to be formed 
immediately, and brought together, with its six pieces of artillery, 
at GharentoD. I wish it to be there to-morrow, ready for service. 
There is at Oorbeil a battalion of the 65th, which may form part 
of this division. Other battalions may be collected, which have 
been improperly scattered. I have ordered General Charpentier 
to proceed to Melun, and from thence to Fontainebleau. I have 
desired General Boyer, who is at Charenton, to take General 
Charpentier's place at Corbeil and Essonne. It is possible that 
I may give him definite orders to-morrow. Organise quickly, 
therefore, the , 2nd divbion of the Paris reserve. Once more, 
pray tell the Minister of War to make a return of all the detach- 
ments, and recall every one of them. Send off a battery of 
horse-artillery to join Gfeneral Charpentier ; let it proceed along 
the right bank to Meauz. This battery may nearly reach Melun 
to«day. 



[840.] Kapoi^eok to Joasptt. 

Nangls, Feb. IT, 1814, 8 tjl 

My Brother, — 1 ordered 1000 muskets to be sent to-night 
from Tincennes to Brie-Comte-Robert for the national guard ; but 
as they were able to arm themselves on the field of battle, I think 
that the minister should desire these muskets to be returned to 
Paris. All this grand army, Austrian, Russian, Bavarian, and 
Wurtembergian, is recrossing the Seine in every direction, and 
with the utmost precipitation. By to-night there will probably 
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be not one mao left on this inde ; Imt time, wkidi k of the utmost 
importance to me, will be lost while I am rqMdring the bridge at 
MontereatL 



[841.3 JOSBPH TO Napoubost. 

Pftria, Feb. 17, 1914, 10 ajl 

gire^— I hATe received your Majesty's letter of yesterday, 6 
r.]c The national guard will escort the prisoners only wilJihi 
the walls of Paris. As up to this time it has been impossible to 
famish it with moskets^ it is irr^palarly armed ; and to have 
permitted several hundreds of the national guard to leave Paris 
would have hindered the equipment and arming of several thou^ 
sands. The institution of the national guard has singularly 
quieted the public mind : it is likewise very useful as a municipal 
force ; but we should lose all these advantages if we treated it as 
a force capable of acting beyond the walls. My opinion is shared 
by all the higher authorities. 

[842.] NAFOLEcnr to Jo«bpb. 

KsnglB, FeK 18^ 1814. 

My Brother,— Prince Schwartsenberg has at last shown signs 
of life. He has just sent a flag of truce to ask for a suspension 
of hostilities. ^ It is hard to be dastardly to such a degree. He 
constantly, in the most insulting terms, rejected every species of 
suspension of arms or armistice ; and after the capitulation of 
Dantsio and that of Dresden he refused even to receive my flags 
of truce, a barbarity of which there are few examples in history. 
On the first repulse these wretches are on their knees. Happily 
the Prince of Schwartzenberg's aidc'de-camp was not allowed to 
come within our posts. I received only his letter, which I shall 
answer at my leisure. I shall not grant any armistice till I have 
clcdred my territory of them. From what I hear, the allies seem 
to have quite changed their minds. The Emperor of Russia, 
who, a few days ago, broke oiF the negotiations because he wished 
to impose upon France worse conditions than those of our ancient 
limits, wishes now to renew them ; and I hope that I may soon 
attain a peace rounded on the terms of Frankfort, which are the 
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lowest that I oould iMoept with hoiuNir.* Before I begHi my 
last operations, I offered to sign on the basis of the ancient limits^ 
provided they would cease hostilities immediately. Thispn^posal 
was made by the Duke of Yicensa on the 8th. They refused. 
They said that even the signature of preliminaries would not put 
a stop to hostilities ; that the war should last till all the articles 
of peace were signed. They have been punished for this incon- 
ceivable answer, and yesterday, on the 17th, asked for an armis- 
tice 1 

You may well imagine that on the eve of a battlef which I 
was resolved to win, or to perish, when, if I failed, my capital 
was taken, I would have consented to anything rather than run 
so great a risk. I owed this sacrifice of my pride to my family 
and to my people. But since they refused these terms ; since the 
danger has been encountered ; since everything has returned to 
the ordinary risks of war ; since a defeat no longer exposes my 
capital; since all the chances are for me, the welfare of the 
empire and my own fame require me to make a real peace. If I 
had signed on the terms of the ancient limits, I should have 
rushed to arms in two years, and I should have told the nation 
that I had signed not a peace, but a capitulation. I could not 
say this in present circumstances, for, as fortune is again on my 
side, I can impose my own conditions. The enemy is in a veiy 
different position from that which he occupied when he made the 
Frankfort propositions ; he must now feel almost certain that few 
of his troops will recross the frontier. His cavalry is worn out 
and low; his infantry is exhausted by marches and counter- 
marches ; he has lost all heart. I hope, therefore, to make a 
peace such as will satisfy a reasonable man; and I wish for no 
more than the conditions of Frankfort. Whisper that the enemy, 

* The terms offered by the allies from Frankfort were what the French 
have called the '* natural limits " of France, namelj, the Alps, the Pyrenees, 
and the Rhine. 

The term " ancient limits '* signifies the frontier of France before 1789, and, 
witii slight modifications, her present firontier. — ^Tr. 

t Napoleon uses the word battle to signify his whole connected operations 
against B^acher.— Th. 
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ifaidiBg himself embarraased, has asked for an annistioe, or a sns- 
pensioii of hostilities, which was absurd, as it wonld have deprived 
me of the firoit ol my operations: add that this shows how 
ihoronghlj he is disheartened. Do not let this be printed, bat 
let it be repeated in every quarter. 

[848. Joseph to Napoleon. 

Parifl, Feb. 18, 181i, 11 p.h. 

Sire, — ^I have received the letter in which your Majesty does 
me the honour of announcing to me the enemy^s request for a sus- 
pension of hostilities, and your Majesty's determination to grant 
nothing until peace is signed. It is certain that they have been 
treating long enough to be ready to sign the preliminaries with- 
out delay ; and as they themselves proposed the Frankfort condi- 
tions before crossing the Bhine, those conditions may well be ac- 
cepted by both parties. With regard to your Majesty, it signifies 
little whether, at the time of signature, the enemy have recrossed 
the Bhine or not, if what he signs on this side of the river is what 
was proposed when he was on the other side. Such a signature 
'Will prove that he was wrong in not adhering to the terms which 
he had been the first to offer, and I consider the honour of France 
secured by the signatures of the conditions proposed at Frankfort, 
whether tiiey be signed here or there, provided that the natural 
limits be recognised. It is plain that the enemy, confused by 
your Majesty's manceuvres, wishes for a suspension of hostilities 
to have time to look about him and to collect his scattered troops, 
and that your Majesty is right in refusing it. I have represented 
things as they really are ; and however eager, however devouring 
be the thirst for peace, every one will acknowledge the wisdom of 
your Majesty's conduct in requiring the immediate signature of 
the peace which was offered by the enemy at Frankfort. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Ths letters contained in this chapter extend from the 19th to 
the 26th of February indusiye. During these seren days 
Napoleon made only three marches, from Montereau to Nogent, 
from Nogent to Ch&tres, and from Ch4tres to Troyes, and 
fought no battle, except a hot skirmish with Bliicher on the 
23rd at Mery, between Ch4tres and Troyes, which seems to have 
been an accident, neiiheir party being aware of the neighbourhood 
of the other. 

His activity was probably relaxed by the prospect of peace, 
which at this time seemed not improbable, and might certainly 
have been attained if success had not raised his hopes and his 
demands, still more than fJEtilure depressed the allies. And the 
violent exertions of the previous nine days must have made some 
repose necessary. 



[8i4.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Sarville, opposite to MontereMi, Feb. 19, 1814^ 8 AJt. 

My. Brother, — ^I beat yesterday two divisions of the reserve 
under the Austrian General Bianchi, and the Wiirtemberg troops. 
Their loss in men was great; we took their colours, and from 
3000 to 4000 prisoners ; but the real subject of congratulation is, 
that I had the good fortune to carry the bridge before they could 
cut it. 

I have sent back the Duke of Belluno on account of his ex- 
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treme downesa and carelesaneaL* I am glad that 12(M) horaee hare 
left the depdt at Yenaillea. All the men belonging to the 1st 
eaTaliy corps, which is nnder the Duke of Bagusa, mnst be kept, 
as I intend them to remidn on the Chalons road. They mnst all be 

sent from Versailles or 1 towards Meanx, to reinforce him. X 

think that you were wrong in permitting the Danish officer % to 
o(mmianicate with his minister. Ton should have waited for my 
orders, and I should not have given them quickly. Even now I do 
not ohoose that he should go away without my express permission. 
I may keep him for a long time. All the men belonging to the 
guard of honour, and to the 10th hussars, must be forwarded to 
Compi^gne to reinforce the Duke of Treviso^s corps. 



BarvlI1e» 8 

All the available soldiers of the old guard should be sent to 
the Duke of Treviso. Form a column of 1200 men, cavalry, in- 
fimtry, and artillery, of the troops which belong to that Marshal, 
and send it to him. 



f 846.] Nafoleon to Joseph. 

Ch&teaa de Sarville, Feb. 19, 1814, 9 p.m. 

My Brother, — ^It has taken us the whole 4ay to pass the hor- 
rible defile of Montereau. I have just thrown a bridge over the 
Seine, and another over the Yonne. General Roussel and his 



* The bridge alladed to was the bridge over the Seine at Montereau. Vic- 
tor had been ordered to seize it on the 17th, but had lost time in resting his 
men, and had found it occupied by the Wiirtemberg troops, Napoleon ordered 
him to leave the amjy. Victor answered that he would cany a mu^et. 
Napoleon, relenting, gave him a command in the guard. In the attack on 
Montereau on the 18th, both Victor and Napoleon exposed themselves like 
common soldiers. Napoleon resumed his earliest profession, and himself 
pointed many of his guns. — ^Tr. 

t Illegible.— Ed. 

X Joseph had allowed a Dane, carxying despatches £K»n his Court to the 
Danish Minister, to enter Paris, accompanied and watched by a Fxencfa 
offioer.~TjB. 
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eaTalry, a&d QeneitJ G^nurd with tlie 2nd corps,* have reached 
Pont-sor-Toone. General AUix is on his way to Nemours ; Gen- 
eral Charpentier is at Montereao. I suppose that General Boyer 
will reach Melun this evening, with a division of the gnard, and 
that one of his brigades will be at Fontainebleaa. My advanced 
guard is at Bray. 

The Emperor of Bussia and the King of Prussia were at 
Bray. As soon as they heard that I had forced the bridge of 
Montereau, they ran away as fast as they could. Their whole 
army is terrified. The three sovereigns spent a few days at 
Pont, with Madame. They intended to reach Fontainebleau 
to-morrow, and in a very few days Paris : they cannot under- 
stand what is taking place. To-day we have snow, and the 
weather is rather severe. I am sending an article for the ' Mo- 
niteur ' to the Empress, but you may put into the * Moniteur,' 
as well as into the other newspapers, under the head of Provins, 
a notice of the precipitation with which the sovereigns quitted 
Bray. The Austrians protected my palace at Fontainebleau 
from the Cossacks. We have taken several convoys of baggage, 
and some carriages going towards Bray. Several hundred Cos- 
sacks have been taken in the forest of Fontainebleau. My ad- 
vanced guard will reach Bray to-morrow. 

Try to hasten the supplies of artillery horses. Ammunition 
must likewise be provided more quickly. They have only 
40,000 rounds more at Vincennes. What is that if I fight a 
great battle ? I shall consume between 80,000 and 100,000 I 
The Duke of Ragusa is at Montmirail ; the Duke of Treviso at 
Villars-Cotterets ; General Grouchy is still at La Fert^-sous- 
Jouarre, with from 6000 to 7000 men. The Duke of Castiglione's 
corps must by this time amount to 15,000 men.f I conclude 
that he is about to march. Tell the minister to write to him 

* The corps which had been Victor's* — Tr, 

t This alltides to Angereau's army at Lyons. — Tr. 

Angerean at this time, and for some days longer, may be said to have 
held in his hands the destinies of France. He disobeyed the repeated orders of 
the Emperor to attack the enemy in flank, and march on Geneva. Ha was one 
of the canses of the fiulnre of the campaign.-'^ED. 
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agun : it ifl in his power to do the enemy great luurm. I oonld 
not be better pleased than I am with the spirit both of the towns 
and of the ooontry, and in &ot, of all my people. I am mneh 
griey ed at General ChAteaa's wound ; he was an officer of promise : 
I was told this morning that it was &tal, bat this eyening they say 
that it is not. I am not satisfied with General Maison ; he gives 
no proof of the talents which I supposed him to possess. I have 
ordered him to collect the garrisons of the different places in 
Flanders ; to march towards Antwerp, and resome operations. 

[S46,] JoflSPH TO Nafoleok. 

Paris, Feb. 19, 1814 

Sire, — The Minister for the Administration of War has 
informed yonr Majesty that the hospitals in Paris already con- 
tained more than .* The Minister of the Interior proposes to 

make use of the " Invalides " for the reception of the sick, and 
to place the invalids in private houses. Others think rather of 
using the great Courbevoie barrack, which is nearly empty. The 
guard might select their conscripts at the Ecole Militaire, instead 
of, as at present, at Courbevoie. In my opinion, Sire, the '' Inva- 
lides " should not be touched. I see fewer objections to using the 
Courbevoie barrack. At any rate, I thought that I ought to ask 
your Majesty for orders. Letters from the South incline me to 
think that Lord Wellington is meditating an attack upon the 
army of Spain. Every person whom I have seen has spoken in 
terms of the highest praise of your Majesty's conduct in insisting 
on a speedy and lasting peace, and refusing a suspension of hostil- 
ities, which would be employed by the enemy in assembling his 
troops, collecting his resources, and postponing peace indefinitely. 
I have sent an officer to obtain news of the Duke of Eagusa. 

[ 847.] Napoueon to Joseph 

Cbatcan de SarviUe, Feb. 20, ISli, • ajl 

My Brother, — I do not approve of more than 12,000 sick and 
wounded being admitted into Paris. 12,000 more may easily be 

* Four or fire linM almoft obliterated, etridfliitly velatiiig to the nimiber of 
idbk !n the boepitaU.— Ed. 



\. 
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distributed between Yersailles, Bouen, ETrenz, St. Gemudn, 
Churtres, and other places. It is not advisable to pat too many 
aiek in a large town. If hospital fever were to spread, it might 
destroy the population of Paris. You must not place the sick in 
dau^ter-houses. 



[848.] Nafolbon to Joseph. 

Nogent, Fek 90, 1814, 8 p.m. 

My Brother, — ^I have just reached Nogent From Montereau 
the enemy fell back upon Troyes with the greater part of his army. 
He has been fortunate in a frost, which has enabled him to go 
across country, otherwise half of his baggiige and artillery would 
have been taken. We are inconvenienced too by this severe frost. 
The enemy has committed crimes which cannot even be mentioned, at 
Montereau, Bray, and Nogent : they ought to be known in Paris. 
The Emperor of Austria has not left Troyes. From Bray, the 
Emperor of Bussia has sent to mark his apartments at Fontaine- 
bleau. On the 18th he was forced to rtin away by the shortest 
road. 



[849.] Napolbon to Joseph. 

Nogent, Feb. 20, 1814, 9 pjl 

My Brother,-*-The Duke of Bassano will forward to you a 
copy of the proposals of the Allies, It will prove to you how out 
of place your sermons are, and that I do not require to be lectured 
into signing an honourable peace, if it be possible. I shall also 
send to you an intercepted letter from the Ihike of AngouUme ; 
you will take advice as to whether printing it would produce a 
good effect upon Belgium. 

Adieu, dear Mend, adieu. 

The Emperors had fixed their head*quarters at Fontainebleau 
for the 18th ; on that very day they were forced to quit Bray in 
desperate haste for Troyes, where the allied armies have taken 
refoge. 
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[850.] Nafoubon to Joseph. 

Kogent, Feb. Si, 1S14 

Mj Brother, — ^You need not be uneasj about Orleans or 
Montargis. The movement which I am about to make will 
draw off the enemy immediately; his different corps will be 
glad to be able to fall back as soon as they can. I think that 
it would produce a good effect if the Empress were to write to 
the town of Orleans in nearly these terms : — *^ I hear that the 
town of Orleans is threatened by 1500 of the enemy's skir- 
mishers. What! the town of Orleans, which contains 40,000 
inhabitants, is afraid of 1500 horsemen I Where then is the 
energy of Franee f Organize your national guard ; form a com- 
pany of gunners ; take from your own stables the horses which 
are required. I have ordered the Minister of War to furnish 
you with 12 pieces of cannon and five howitzers, to enable you to 
defend your town and your property. The enemy who ravages 
our country and plunders our towns is as implacable as he is faith- 
less. To arms then, inhabitants of Orleans 1 and let your c<m- 
duct confirm the opinion which I have of you, and of thd energy 
of the French nation t '' 

Such letters, signed by the Empress, will be more effective 
than if they were signed by me. Let this letter be sent with 
one from the Minister of the Interior. The municipal autho- 
rities should meet to receive it, and then organize the national 
guard, form a company of gunners, prepare teams, and jdace 
the town in a state of defence. A deputation to the Empress 
should give an account of the measures which they have taken. 

The Duke of Treviso has cut the bridge at Soissons. The 
Minister of the Interior must write to Soissons to desire the 
national guard to be organised and the town placed in a state of 
defence. I think that the Empress should write to Lille, Va- 
lenciennes, Cambrai, and to the other large towns on the 
northern frontier, in nearly the same terms as to the town of 
Orleans, varying the expressions according to circumstanoes, and 
the proofs which these towns gave of their zeal during former 
wars. These letters ought to be in the Empress's own handwrit- 
ing. I think also that a proclamation made by the Empress, as 



I)n.l814 BBPOBTB VBOH TOWK& gjg 

Begent, to Belgium, would be of use. This proclamation might 
be drairn up in the form of a letter addressed to the Major of 
Brussels, the Mayors of Ghent, of Bruges, Mons, &a The Em- 
press should acquaint them with my Tictories, and tell them that 
tiie English wish to separate them from France, and place them 
under the yoke of a prince who has always been hostile to their 
country and to their religion : and assure them that the enemy 
will soon find that no peace will be signed unless the natural lim- 
its of France are admitted. These letters to the mayors may be 
varied in their expressions so as to make as many different proc- 
lamations. Write to Montargis and Nemours to form the national 
guard. Let the Minister of War send pikes everywhere. Order 
the national guard of Beauvais to be organised, and above all take 
oare to let all this make a great noise in the newspapers. 

The enemies have committed all sorts of horrors in every 
direction. The Minister of War must send good reporters to 
the towns which they have occupied, to draw up narratives of 
the atrobities which have been committed. These reports are 
to be inserted in the ^ Moniteur.' I wish also the towns of 
Nogent, Provins, Nangis, Bray, Montereau, Sens, Epemay, 
Chslteau-Thierry, Eeims, Soissons, &c., to acquaint the munici- 
pality of Paris with all that they have suffered, and these letters 
to be placarded in every direction ; for, in short, one must not 
deceive oneself as to the &ct (and you ought to say so) that the 
Bussians intended to sack and bum Paris. It is therefore the 
duty of the government to convince the inhabitants of this. I 
even think that it would be well if deputations from these towns 
oame to read their addresses to the conseil-g^neral of Paris. It 
can only do good if the Parisians hear on all sides, — " It is you 
who were attacked ; it is you whom they intended to pillage." 

Put into the newspapers a detailed account of the noble con- 
duct of the brave Admiral Yerhuel,* and let it be known that 
the squadron and the key of Holland are still ours. Speak to 
the Minister for Marine Affairs on the subject. 

* Though deserted by his Dntch sailors, he seized, with his French maxines, 
the fort of tiie Helder, and held ont against the Prince of Orange. — Tb. 
Vol. n.— 14 
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Tine Doln of Tannto's head-quarters to-day are at Si. Martm 
de Boanay and Bomilly. The adyaneed posts are at Gh&tres 
and M^. General O^rard is at Sens, and his advanced posts 
at yiDenenTe-l'Areher^ne. My head-qnarters remain for to- 
day at Nqgent The bridge is so broken that it will be very 
diffieolt to repair il I have establidied a bridge of boats. The 
roate of the army will be in futore by Nan^ to Nogent 

[85L] Nafolboh to Joskph. 

Noge&t, Feb. 21, 1814 

My Brother, — ^These are my intentions with respect to the 
King of Wes^halia. I allow him to wear the uniform of 
the grenadier guard, and I grant the same permission to all 
the French princes. (Tou will inform King Louis of this.) 
The king is to dismiss all his Westphalian household. They 
are firee either to return home or to stay in France. The King 
will immediately propose for my approbation three or four French 
aides-de-camp, one or two equerries, and one or two chamber- 
lains, all French, and two or three French ladies-in-waiting for 
the Queen. She will put off to some future time appointing 
her lady-in-waiting. All the Westphalian pages must be placed 
in the Lycees, and will wear the uniform of the Lyc^es. They 
will be educated at my expense. One-third will be placed in the 
Lycees of Versailles, one-third in that of Bouen, and the remain- 
ing third in the Lyc^e of Paris. The King and Queen will then 
be presented to the Empress; and I authorise the King to occu- 
py Cardinal Fesch's house (since it appears that it belongs to 
him), and to establish his household there. The King and Queen 
will continue to bear the title of King and Queen of Westphalia, 
but they are to have no Westphalians in their suite. 

[852.] Joseph to Nafoleok. 

Parte, Feb. 21, IBU. 

Sire, — The Empress held a council to-day to settle the best 
plan for obtaining the 2000 horses for which your Majesty has 
asked the Minister of War. M. d'Hauterive tells me that M. 
de St Charles has received orders to join your Majesty's head- 
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quarters. You will find annexed a paper which will prove to 
your Majesty that if is useless io rely on the princes;* they will 
never be able to do anything for yon. The bulletin of to-day 
was not very well received ; some passages were interpreted as 
raising doubts as to the success of the negotiations. Every one 
agrees that your Majesty would have done wrong in granting a 
suspension of hostilities. Peace with the natural limits is desired 
by all. No one now would accept the ancient limits. 



[853.] Joseph to Napoleon. 

Parl9» Feb. Sa, 1814 

Sire, — The annexed extract from a letter from M. Bastar- 
r^che of Bayonne, which has been forwarded to me by the Duke 
of Conegliano will acquaint your Majesty with the state of the 
Duke of Dalmatia's army. The Ministers of the Interior and 
of the Police and the Avch- Chancellor have just left me ; they 
have given me a most deplorable picture of the state of things at 
Toulouse and Bourdeaux. The spirit of these towns is very un- 
favourable ; a Bourbon appearing there would be well received. 
Your Majesty will be astonished at the behaviour of the Duke 
of Dalmatia, unless he retreated by your orders. He is the 
only man in authority whose intentions I could venture to 
suspect. 

Another report, which I annex (No. 2), lends some probabili- 
ty to a rumour, just communicated to me by the Minister, that 
the enemy has entered Amiens. The two ministers assured me 
that the Russian proclamations in favour of the Bourbons have 
found an echo. I suppose that we are on the eve of a battle. 
Whatever may be the result, the present state of things cannot 
last. The Ministers declare to me, in the presence of the Arch- 
Chancellor, that the administration is everywhere falling to 
pieces, that money is wanting, and that the system of requisition 
ends by alienating all hearts, and leaving the government to 
stand alone. However hard these truths may be, as they cannot 
reach your Majesty through your ministers, I fulfil without hed- 
tation the painful duty of acquainting you with them. 

* I cannot explain this allasion.'^TR. 
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[864.] JOSBPH TO Napolbov. 

Paria, Feb. 82, 1814. 

Sire, — I enclose the rough drafts of two letters which the 
Empress is ready to sign, should they meet with your Majesty's 
approbation. I have seen the Minister of the Interior: he is 
writing to your Majesty. The plan of sending deputations from 
the different towns to the Council-General of Paris seems to him 
to be open to some objections. I share in this opinion, and I am 
sure that, if your Majesty had time to think again on the subject, 
you would relinquish the idea. 

The Ministers and the Duke of Conegliano are also of opin- 
ion that it would be impossible to double the national guard 
without changing its nature. Besides, there still remains the 
unconquerable difficulty of the want of arms. The Minister of 

War has been asked * As to the national guard, as it 

now stands, it is a safeguard against anarchy; it is well disposed; 
it enters into the views of the government ; it was electrified by 
the account of the prodigies which have been performed by your 
Majesty in such a short time; it wishes for peace to restore you 
to your capital ; its attachment for you is equal to its admiration. 
The capital shares in these opinions; but to say more. Sire, would 
be to deceive oneself as well as your Majesty. The people of 
Paris, hostile to the government a month ago, touched by your Ma- 
jesty's confidence in trusting your wife and your son to them, en- 
couraged and astonished by your Majesty's successes, are yet not 
in a state in which more than mere fidelity and obedience can be 
expected. They admire your genius, but they can be excited 
only by the hope of a speedy peace, and they are by no means 
inclined to oppose any effective resistance to a hostile army, or 
to send detachments of the national guard beyond the walls. 
This, Sire, is the exact truth. Your Majesty must not rely on 
an exertion greater than can fairly be expected from a popula* 
tion so disposed. 
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[ 855.] Nafoleok to Joseph. 

CbAtrea, new U6rj, Feb. 28, ISli, S pji. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letters of the 22nd.* I 
am Borry to see that you continue to conjure up phantoms. The 
greater number of the fletcts contained in your letters are untrue. 
The enemy is not at Amiens; the Duke of Dalmatia has not 
commenced his retreat. It is an old story that the Gomte d'Ar- 
tois is at Basle ; it is not certain, nor does it much signify, 
whether <^ere be, or be not, 300 rebels in Le Gomtat YenaisBi& : 
at all events, courage, patience, and presence of mind can over- 
come everything. But you will do nothing if you collect together 
all sorts of reports, and excite your imagination by working then 
up into striking pictures. Tou will be cowed and hopeless. 

My advanced guard by this time ought to have reached 
Troyes, where I shall be myself in two hours. The allies are 
retreating to Yandoeuvre.t Prince Schwartsenberg has again 
asked for an armistice. He wishes commissioners from both 
parties to meet4 They seem to fear a general action and its 
consequences. Winzingerode, Sacken, York, and Blilcher have 
crossed the Aube, and are all to meet at Yandoeuvre ; Marmont 
herefore has no one before him.^ 

I do not deny that the state of affairs is very serious. Do not 
&ncy that I am ill-informed ; ministers generally want presence 
of mind. Placards of addresses from the different villages whiefa 

* The two last letterB.— Tb. 

t A village on the cross-road between Troyes and Bar-sor-Aabe. — Tb. 

X They did meet; Lamartine tells the stozy thus: — "Ni^leon appointed 
the village of Lnsigny, between Vandoenvie and Troyes, as the scene. He 
sent thither one of his most brilliant officers, M. de. Flahanlt General Dnea 
represented Attstria, General Schttwaloff Russia, and General Ranch Prussia ; 
bnt the result was only some hours of con-versation."-— J7Mfo»r0d!s /a Jtettanro' 
Hon, vol. i. pp. 118-126.— Tr. 

§ This was a mistake, as Napoleon found a few hours later. Blucher, who, 
after his defeat at Yauchamps, on the 14th, had recovered himself almost mi- 
raculously, was then at M^, a few miles from Ch&tres, and on this very day 
fought a sharp, indecisive action with Napoleon. In the night of the 29rd ho 
marched northward to attack Mazmont at Steaue.— T^ 
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hare been invaded by ihe enemy will produce an excellent effect. 
There is no objection to the cooncil of the monicipalitj of Paris 
receiving deputations and hearing what they have to say. Let 
their addresses be fall of fiicts, and placard them immediately. 
The inhabitants of Paris will see that they are threatened with 
rape, pillage, and fire. As to the notion of doubling the national 
goard, as you disapprove of it, I give it up. If I had listened 
to the Ministers, I should not have* formed a national guard, and 
I should have distrusted Paris. If skilful use be made of these 
addresses from the invaded towns, they will, I repeat, produce an 
excellent, and incalculable effect When the towns tell of all 
the fine promises which the enemy made on arriving, and of his 
behaviour afterwards, it will rouse general indignation. Give 
the greatest possible activity to the communication between 
Paris and the districts which have been occupied by the 
enemy. 

The placards may be headed thus : — 

« The deputies of Sens were admitted to the sitting of the 
council of the municipality, and presented the following re- 
port, &c." 

This report must also be mserted in the newspapers. The 
result will be that fear will teach the Parisians what they have 
to do. 

I am badly served in the north. General Maison is a man 
of narrow understanding and of little energy. Let the Minister 
of War repeat the instructions to him to issue from the fortified 
places, and to attack the enemy by falling in detail upon his 
quarters. The Duke of Treviso must return to Ch&teau- 
Thierry, to draw nearer to me, and to set the Duke of Ragusa 
free. 

I have written to the Duke of Castiglione. I have told the 
Empress to speak to his wife. I think that you ought to speak 
to her also, and make the ladies of the court do the same. He 
must advance, take example by me, and do himself honour. 

The enemy sets fire to everything, and appears to liave given 
ap all thoughts of Paris. The Prince of Schwartzenberg's aide- 
de-camp, Prince Lichtenstein, with whom I have just oonvezfled 
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for some time, let it drop that they were yery much alarmed hj 
this movement of the Duke of Castiglione. I will send to you 
from Troyes the letter which I have written to the Emperor of 
Austria^ 

Well, we have thrown back the enemy's armies nearly to 
Langres. As I foretold, Montargis and Orleans are relieyed; 
the Cossacks are flying as fast as they can in every direction. I 
have written to Borghese to order him to send 6000 men from 
his division to Chamb^ry ; * let the Minister of War reiterate 
this order. Desire the Minister of War likewise to repeat 
to the Duke of Dalmatia the order not to retreat without fight- 
ing. 

[ 856.] Kafolbon to Josbps. 

Faaboarg des Noln, before Troyea, Feb. 88, ISli, 7 jlh. 

My Brother, — I am at Troyes. The enemy besieges me 
with flags of truce demanding a suspension of hostilities. We 
shall perhaps settle upon granting one this morning ; but only 
if the negotiations at Ghdtillon proceed on the basis of the condi- 
tions of Frankfort. This evening all my troops will be at 
Gh4tillon-sur-Seine. 

I have had several cavalry actions ; I have taken 2000 pris- 
oners and 8 pieces of cannon. I have written to the Empress 
to fire a salute of 30 gons to celebrate not only these smaller 
successes, but also the deliverance of the capital of Champagne. 
I could have entered Troyes yesterday evening, but I must have 
sacrificed the town, the enemy insisting upon holding out in 
order to remove their baggage. If I had had 20 boats to cross 
the Seine where I wanted, the Austrian army would have ceased 
to exist : at any rate terror reigns in the ranks of the enemy. 

A few days ago they thought that I had no army ; now their 
imagination sticks at nothing : 300,000 or 400,000 men are not 
enough for them. They fancied that I had none but recruits ; 
they now say that I have collected all my veterans, and that my 

* To meet Angereau, who was to have marched from Lyona towards Ge- 
neva, to eat off the commmiieatioiis of the alliea.— -Ta. 
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armies coiiBist of picked men; that the French army is better 
than ever, &o. See what is the edect of terror. The Parisian 
newspapers must confirm their fears. Newspapers are not 
history, any more than bulletins are history : one should always 
persuade the enemy that one's forces are immense. 

I do not agree with the remarks which have been made on 
the communications between the country and Paris ; I wish my 
orders on the subject to be executed. The Minister of the Inte- 
rior is a coward : he has absurd ideas about men. Neither he 
nor thfi Minbter of Police %nows more of France than I do of 
China. When the deputies from the country show the letters 
which they have received, the pr^fet must assemble the notables 
to hear them read. This is not a got-up thing nor an imposture : 
the enemy has committed such atrocities that the whole of France 
will be indignant. Here, on the spot, the most moderate people 
speak of them with rage. If the French were as contemptible 
as the Minister of the Interior believes them to be, I myself 
should blush to be a Frenchman. With regard to the project of 
doubling the national guard, I yield to your observations the 
more readily as the measure does not appear to be necessary. 



[857.] Napoijeok to Joseph. 

Trojes, "Feb. 25, 1814^ 4 rjk 

My Brother, — My troops have entered Bar-sur-Seine and 
Yandoeuvre. It seems that the enemy is retreating towards 
Langres. General Bliicher, after crossing the Aube and ad- 
vancing on Mdry, recrossed it yesterday the 24th, and marched 
upon Anglure with between 8000 and 10,000 men, the remainder 
of the corps which he commanded.* The Duke of Bagusa recon- 
noitred him yesterday, the 24th, but was not strong enough to 

* Napoleon, fatally for himself, miscalculated ^ force of Bliicher. Baron 
Ton Muffling * shows that Bliichei's armj^ at this instant^ condsted of 53,000 
men. He estimates the allied grand army at 71,000, and the army unider 
Napoleon at Troyes at 62,000. It is not prohahle that Marmont thought of 
attacking Bliicher. — Tb. 



1 Life and wriangs, p. 458. 



attack him. The Duke of Padua is at Nogent ; the Dofce dT 
Belluno at M^ry. As soon as I see what BlQcher intends to do, 
I shall try to fell npon his rear and to cut him off. 

I have written to the Minister of War that General Maison 
does not know what he is about; that he ought to march out of 
his fortresses, collect all the ^rrisons of ^twerp, &c., and fall 
upon the rear of the enemy. 

I have told the Minister of War to transmit similar oilers to 
the commandant of Metz. He should also try to conyey orden^ 
to the same effect to Mayence, where the commandant has 
allowed himself to be blockaded by a mob. The commissioners 
discussing the armistice are still sitting at Lnsigny. It is said that 
the Crown-Prince of Sweden is at Cologne. Could you not, on 
your own responsibility, send some one to make him sensible of 
his folly, and persuade him to alter his conduct? Try, but do 
not implicate me. 

[858.] Joseph ix> Napolbon. 

Sire,*^! regret that I have to report to yon that there is a 
perceptible diminution in the arrival of conscripts. The imperial 
guard has received 2236 between the 17^ and 23rd instant in- 
clusive* Yesterday it was joined by only 95. The line has re^ 
eeived, between the 17 th and 22nd inclusive, only 60 i. On the 
23rd only 25 arrived. By the line I mean the general depot of 
Paris, under the inspection of General Fririon. 



[859«] Napoligon to Jossts. 

Troyea, Feb. 20, 1814 

My Brother,-^It seems that the allies have not yet ratified 
the treaty with the King of Naples.* Despatch by a courier, 
with the utmost haste, a letter to the King, in which you will 
frankly point out to him the iniquity of his conduct, offering to 

* The treaty by which Mnrat joined the coalition, and Austria in retain 
guaranteed to him the throne of Naples, was dated the 11th of Janoaiy, 
1814.— Tb. 

Vol. n.— U* 
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mediate for bim if he will retam to Ids dvties. T^ bim tiiat 
ihifl ia his only hope ; that if he take any other ooane he must be 
destroyed either by France or by the allies. I need not point out 
all that yon may say. Even the English do not reoognise him as 
king. There is still time to save Italy and to replace the Yioeroy 
on the Adige. Write also to the Queen on her ingratitude, whidi 
revolts even the allies. Say that, as no battle has yet taken place 
between the French and Neapolitan troops, all may be arranged ; 
but there is not a moment to lose. As Senator Fouch^* is still 
in those parts, you may write to him to converse with your mes- 
senger on these subjects. 

[860.] JOSSFB to MVBAtf. 

Faria, 1*6111 28, 1814. 

My dear Brother,-^! sent long ago an answer to the letter 
which you had the kindness to write to me on the Slst of De« 
oember. 

I find that it has not reached you, and I am anxious to atone 
for my apparent neglect, and to repeat to you my gratitude for all 
the firiendliness and affection contained in your letter. This was 
the only subject of my answer ; but I now think it my duty both 
towards you and towards your family, to express to you my opin- 
ions and my feeelings on the grave circumstances in which we are 
placed. I will not enter into political discussions, but what strikes 
me, as well as every other Frenchman, is that it ia impossible that 
you should be happy if France is miserable, or if you are her 
enemy. I am either mistaken in your character, or you will 
never be able to play the hateful part of an enemy to the very 
oountry to which you owe your glory. You are too good and too 
honest not to lament during the whole of the remainder of your 
life any success opposed to the welfare of France. ^ 

Moreover the fact is that in the long run you have nothing to 
hope either from the English or from the allies ; your head there- 
fore may follow the suggestions of your heart : it is not too late, 

* Foiicb6, then at Rome and in die^pnce^ IB said to have given Morat ad* 
vice nnfayorable to Napoleon. — Tu, 
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Bince no battle as yet haa been fought I shall esteem myself 
doubly fortunate if I can restore the good understanding whioh 
ought always to subsist between the Emperor and yourself, for the 
sake of France, of your subjects, and of our family. I entreat 
you therefore to place me in a position to proYe to you, at this 
crisis of your fate, that I am really your Mend. 

I have conversed frequently with M. Faypoult, who possesses 
all my confidence, and who deserves yours. I hope that you will 
place sufficient reliance in him to trust him with your wishes, and 
that you will empower me to. attain the end which we ought both 
of us to desire. . . . Among those who serve you how few there are 
whose interests are the same as your own I Look closely into 
them, and you will see how little they deserve to be trusted. The 
enemies of France and the enemies of the Emperor are your 
enemies. 



[ 861.] Kafolxon to Josefb. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 25th, 9 p.m. 

The Austrian commandant of Chitillon-sur-Seine quitted the 
town yesterday. I have ordered the duty to be performed by the 
national guard of Ch&tillon, not choosing to place there troops of 
the line, as it would have been a waste of two battalions, added to 
^hich, in honour of the Congress, they must have been, grenadiers. 
In the mean while the Congress is in our hands, which proves how 
completely the plans of the enemy have been frustrated. Lord 
Castlereagh asked if he were safe, considering that he is not ac- 
tually an ambassador ; of course there can be no question : all 
that appertains, directly or indirectly, to the Congress, is pro- 
tected by the law of nations. Our troops were to enter Bar-sur- 
Aube this evening. Guns were heard yesterday in the direction 
of Suzanne : it seems that Blticher, who was slightly wounded in 
the action at M^ry, is manoeuvring there. The Prince of Moskowa 
has crossed the Aube at Arcis, in order to fall upon his rear. 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

1!ek letten contained in this duipter extend from the 27th of 
February to ther 10th of April, 1814. 

This was the third act of the tragedy dT 1814. 

No portion of Napoleon's military life, except perhaps his first 
Italian campaign, has been so praised as the campaign of 1814^ 
The portion of it to which the letters in the last chapter relate 
deserves all the admiration which it has received. Nothing oould 
be more masteriy than the vigour, the precision, and the force of 
the blows with which in ten days, he drove back and broke 
Blaoher to the north of Paris, and Schwartsenberg to the east^ 
Bat all the remainder of his operations were nnsnccessfdl, and, if 
an unprofessional writer may venture to criticise so great a gene' 
ral, nnskilfuL His attempt at the beginning of the campaign to 
prevent the junction of Blucher and BcKwartzenberg failed. The 
battle of Brienne was undecisive; in that of La Eothiere he 
was beaten. And although the destruction of the allies in those 
two battles probably exceeded that of the French, yet the loss of 
6000 men to Napoleon was more injurious than that of 10,000 to 
his enemy. 

The success, the skill, and the decision of Napoleon in the 
last part of the campaign may be estimated from the following 
summary : 

On the 27th of February Napoleom broke up from Troyes and 
marched northward to attack Bldcher, leaving Oudinot and 
Gerard in Bar^sur-Aube to keep Schwartzenberg in checks 

On the 28ih he was at S^zanne^ 
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On the 1st of March at Jooarre. 

On the 2nd at Jouarre. 

On the 3rd at La FerteHSoas'Jouarre, where he crossed the 
Mame : in the mean time Oudinot and O^rard had been driven 
out of Bar-«ar-Aube, sad Schwartsenberg entered Troyes on 
the 4th. 

On the 4th of March Napoleon was at Fismes* Bliicher's 
grmy had retreated before him with some loss, and Napoleon be« 
lieyed that Marmont was before it at Soissons, and that it might 
be attacked from the front as well as from the rear. Soissons, 
however, had surrendered on the 2nd; and BlQcher had passed 
through it on his m^rch to the strong position of Laon* 

The 5th Napoleon remained at Fiones. He ordered a lev6e 
Bn masse* 

On the 6th he crossed the Aisne at Bery-le-BaO; having failed 
in an attack on Soissons. 

On the 7th he attacked Blucher at Craonne* The loss on 
each side was great : the only result was that Bldcher retreated a 
few miles to Laon. 

On the 8th, 9th, and 10th he attacked Blucher in the for* 
midable position of Laon, was repulsed, and retreated to Cha« 
vignon. 

He slept on the 10th at Chavignon. 

On the 12th at Soissons. 

On the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th at Beims. 

The attack on Bliicher had &iled, except in driving him baek 
to Laon ; and Schwartzenberg had established himself within four 
days' march of Paris« 

Napoleon now thought it time to turn on Schwartzenberg. He 
marched 

On the 17th to fipernay ; 

On the 18th to F^rei-Champenoise ; 



321 imauBT or thb 

On ilie loth to Planoy-on-ihe-Aiibe ; and 

On the 20th to Arois-snr-Aabe. 

Here he was attacked by Sohwartienberg, whom hu adiranee 
had, as he expeoted, recalled from Troyea, and rq»elled the attack 
with diffienlty, and with the boldest personal ezpoanre. 

On the 2lBt he left Aroia. Between him and Paris were 
Bhioher and Schwartienberg. Instead of attacking either, be 
turned to the north-east towards Lnxembnrg or Lorraine. 

On the 22d he was at Oleomte on the road to Vitry, which 
was held by the allies. He sommoned in vain the commandant 
to surrender it, and 

On the 23rd reached St. Diiier. 

On the 24th and 25th, he remained at Donleyent, in the neighr 
boorhood of St Disier. 

On the 26th he returned to St. Diner, and skirmished, with- 
out much result, with the corps of Winsingerode ; which had been 
left to watch him. 

On the 27 th he made another unsuccessful attempt to firightea 
the Prussian conmiandant of Yitry into a surrender, and then 
fell again on Winiingerode, and beat him. 

On the 28th his adyanced guard had proceeded a further 
march to the eastward, and reached Bar-le-Duc in Lorraine. 

It is supposed that on that day he heard that the allied armies, 
having left only Winimgerode's corps to watch him, were march* 
ing direct on Part& 

He returned to Doulevent, and 

On the 29th reached Troyes, having marched 50 miles in 
one day. 

On the 80th he started from Troyes early in the morning with 
what remained of his guard, left them behind him at the first 
station, and in a light carriage, with Berthier and Oaulincourt by 
his side, passed throng Sens at midnight, where he ordered rations 
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to be prepared for I^I^CPO men, who, as he said, were foQowing 
him, and reached the prst-house of La Conr de France, aboat 10 
miles from Paris, at abo^'^^ four in the morning of the Slst 

On that morning the^^illies entered Paris. 
Now, if one of the Mai.^hals had been in command, — ^if he had 
had to report that sach haa been the employment of the last army, 
and the last month, of tb'^- empire,— what would have been the 
storm of reproach and invective with which he would have been 
assailed by Napoleon ! 

The ill-snocess of the first fortnight may be ezcnsed. In his 
desperate state Napoleon was forced to run great risks, and the 
defeat of Bliicher would Jiave been a glorious prize. But from 
the time that he marched eastward, to the rear of Schwartzen- 
berg, he seems to have wandered without any definite plan, at 
least without any definite military plan. He relied on the terror 
ef his name. He had so often repeated that " in war moral force 
is everything,'' that he seems to have believed it to be literally 
true. He believed that all the armies that were advancing on 
Paris would turn back as soon as they found that he was in their 
rear, and would follow him till he could be succoured by his gar- 
risons on the Rhine. In this expectation he marched and coun- 
termarched, approached Yitry on the 22nd, was in St. Dizier <m 
the 23rd, left it on the 24th, returned to it on the 26ih, tried 
Yitry again on th\B 27 th, and awoke from his dream on the 28ih 
to find that, while he was in Lorraine, the allies were within a 
march of Paris. 

There is a wonderful resemblance between the conduct of 
Napoleon at the close of his struggle against the allies and that 
of Tumus, when, in the last battle before his capital, he left its 
front unprotected in order to fall on the rear of the invaders: — 
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Interea extremo bellator in ttqnore ISi-wii 
Palantea sequitiir pancos, jam aegni^i a^m 
Jam minus atqne minus successu Itttiu eqasanau 
Attulit hunc iUi ciBcis teiroillms iipra 
Commixtnm damorem, arrectasq|ie impolit sotea 
ConfussB sonus urbis et illsetabile, 'murmur. 

i — i ■ « ■ Medios vc ilat ccce per liostea* 

Yectns equo Bpumante Saces, /idTersa sagitt^ 
Saucius ora, ruitque implorotf^s^pomine Tumnm— 
** Tnme in te suprema salus, misi^rert^ tuomm. 
Soli pro portes Messapus et acer Atinas 
Sustentant aciem. Circum bos utrinqne phalanges 
Stant densB strictisque seges mucronibus honet 
Ferrea, tu currum deterto m graawM vemu/' 



[863.] NAFOLixm to Joskph. 

Tro768, Feb. 27, 1814^ A.M. 

My Brother, — ^I am moving to Axcis-sar-Aube to attack the 
corps which is adyancing on La Ferte-Gauoher. The greater part 
of the army remains at Bar'Sar-Aube« 



[868.] Napoubon to Josefa. 

ArclB-8Qr'Aabe>t Feb. 27, 1814, 5 p.h. 

My Brother,— 'I am at Arcis. I intend to sleep at Herbisse ; 
to-morrow at 9 a.m. I shall reach La Fere«Champenoise ; thence, 
according to circumstances, I shall march either on S^anne or on 
La Ferte-Gaucher. I shall thus be in the rear of the whole of 
the enemy's army. Give notice of this to the Duke of Ragosa, 
who tO'day, the 27th, ought to be between La Fert^-Ganoher and 
La Fert6-sous- Jouarre« The Duke of Treviso sends me word that 
he was to join him yesterday evening, the 26th ; that they are 
pressing on the enemy, and preventing him from turning upon me 
with his whole force. As your courier may be captured, write in 
cipher, and select an intelligent man who will carry yoxir orders 
in hid head. I hope that my courier will reach you to-morrow 
before 8 a.]c., and that the Duke of Bagusa will receive your let- 
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ter before nine o'clock. The main body of the Austrian army 
continnes to retreat upon Langres. I have recalled none of 
my troops from Bar-sur-Aube. 

I baye received some engravings of the King of Eome. I 
wish you to change the inscription, " May Qod watch over my 
Father and France," to this, '^ I pray to Ood for my Father and 
for France;" it is simpler. I also wish some copies to be 
struck off representing the King in the uniform of the National 
Guard. 



[864.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Herbisse, Feb. 28, 1814, 2 A.1C 

My Brother, — To-day I shall be near La Fert6-6aucher. 
Tell the Bukes of Kagusa and Treviso that they may manceuvre 
accordingly. 

[865.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

S^za&ne, Feb. 28, 1814, 8 p.x. 

My Brother, — The Prince of Moscow is by this time half- 
way to LftFert^-Gaucher, which we shall reach to-morrow in good 
time. A division of Cossacks and of light troops under Teten- 
bom were driven out of La Fere-Ghampenoise. The Duke of 
Ragusa ought to know this. Write to him. If the enemy 
have taken up his position at La Fert6-Gaucfier, we shall attack 
him to-morrow ; the marshals must, therefore, act with a view 
to this. 



[ 866.] Joseph to Napoleon 

Paita, Feb. 28, 1814. 

Sire, — The Duke of Ragusa has sent word to-day to the 
Minister of War that a superior force of the enemy advancing 
from Reims has forced him to retreat on Jouarre, whence he goes 
on this morning to Meaux. The Duke of Treviso has joined him, 
and does the same. 

The Duke of Ragusa believes that the enemy is marching on 
Paris : he implores reinforcements, and I have little to give. 
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I am preparing to gourd the bridges of Lagny, St. Manr, and 
Oharenton, aod to form a small reserve. 



[667.] NAPOUMm to Josbph. 

Jouarra, Mureh 1, 1814^ 8 r.]K. 

My Brother, — ^Your three letters of the 28th reached me at 
9 A.IC, at noon, and at 1 p.n. 

I have not yet commonicated with the Duke of Ragosa, and 
know nothing of the events of yesterday. I am at Jonarre ; I 
have taken La Fert^sons- Jouarre, and at the same time I cut off 
the bridges which the enemy had placed across the Marne. I 
oaptored some baggage, and took between 300 and 400 prisoners. 
The whole of the enemy's army is thrown upon the right bank of 
the Marne. By Pr^ral's report I see that the Poles are to start 
to-morrow, the 2nd : send them to La Fert^-sous- Jonarre. Order 
all the cayahy which is on its way to the Duke of Ragusa, and 
which does not belong to him (that is to say, to the 1st cavahry 
corps), to proceed to Means ; I shall then send them to their dif- 
ferent corps, for the great thing is to keep all the cavabT^ to- 
gether. Let me have a return of the troops at St. Maur and at 
Lagny. Besides the 600 Poles who are coming, 1200 more ought 
to be ready ; they are my Cossacks. I wish them to start soon. 

General * has obtained from me a decree, putting 

150,000 francs, which were in General Dombrowski's chest, at the 
disposal of his regiment. Write to General Pr^yal to watch this 
operation, and let these men join me without delay. I have left 
the Duke of Tarento, the Duke of Reggio, and General Gerard 
upon the Aube, between Bar-sur-Aube and Yandoeuyre. I have 
placed General Sebastiani in Troyes as governor. Send an officer 
to find out what is going on there. It seems to me that General 
Ornano is not sufficiently active in re-organising the cavalry of 
my guard. He has 2200 men ready and 1400 horses ; why has 
he not as many more in preparation ? Let him bestir himself a 
little more, for I am anxious to keep at a high complement the 
cavalry of my guard, as in these forced marches many men are 

* lUfig&le.— Ed. 
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lost. In ail the reports which have reached me of oonversations 
among the officers in Blilcher's army, he is spoken of as a mad- 
man, and his manoeuvre blamed. The express which should have 
left Paris yesterday morning with my newspapers has not yet 
arrived. 



[ 868.] Kapoubon to Joseph. 

Jooarre, March 8, 1814 

» 

My Brother, — On the receipt of the present letter I wish you 
to call together, in presence of the Regent, the high dignitaries, 
my ministers, and the President of my Conseil d'Etat, and to read 
to them the note of the allies, containing their proposals ; my 
letter to the Emperor of Austria ; the letter from Prince Schwarts- 
enberg to the chief of the staff, with his answer; and the draft 
of a note which I have just dictated to be presented by the Duke 
> of Yicensa to the Congress ; in short, the different papers whidi 
give information as to the state of the negotiation for the armis- 
tice, — ^in order that the proper councillors of my government may 
know how the question stands. The Duke of Gadore will take 
down all that each of them says. I do not ask for formal advioe, 
but I wish to know different people's impressions. 



[869.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

La F6rte-6oiis-Joaarre, Ifareb 8, ISli, p.]L 

My Brother, — ^Up to this time nothing has reached La Fert6 
firom Paris through Meaux, yet I despatched to you yesterday 
evening a courier by the direct road. Desire Lavalette to regu- 
late the posts properly. The bridge of La Ferte will be repaired 
this evening. At midnight I shall be in pursuit of the enemy ; it 
is said that his movements are considerably embarrassed by the 
mud, We may possibly meet with great success. I have ordered 
Prince Borghese, through the minister of war, to send from 6000 
to 8000 men, with horse artillery, to Chamb^ry : repeat this order. 
Oonverse sometimes with the Ministers of War and of the Inte- 
rior. I think that Gantheaume should be recalled ; he is a pessi- 
mist. The National G-uard of Toulon alone would render what 
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he fears improbable,* still more the addition of 8000 or 10)000 
men from the sqnadron. Reiterate the order for all the disposa- 
ble men in the 7th and 8th divisions to repair to Lyons ; it is t^ere 
that troops are required. I have desired that the pontocHd-train, 
which, as I hear, left Paris to-day, may travel night and day tSl it 
reaches me— it is my greatest want. If I had had one at M^ry I 
should have cut to pieces Schwartzenberg^s army, and this morn- 
ing I should have destroyed Bliicher. I am preparing to carry 
the war into Lorraine,t where I shall collect all the troops which 
are in garrison on the Meuse and the Rhine. There are many 
soldiers in Paris ; I see in the return that there are a number 
ready for service. Why are they not sent off? — more activity is 
required. It is necessary to organise as soon as possible the 4th 
provisional division of the guard, to remount 2000 cavalry, and to 
form the 4th division of the line, in order that you may always 
have troops at hand in Paris. 

[870.] Joseph to Napoleon. 

Paris, March 2, 18H ^ p-il 

Sire, — ^We hear to-day that the commissioners for the armis- 
tice have separated. The ministers held a council to-day. It 
seems that, in every respect, we are at the end of our resources. 
I have sent 700 men to Lagny.' They are old soldiers picked up 
in the hospitals, left when LavaPs division marched. They are 
to join their corps. 



[ 871.] JosAPR 10 Napoleon. 

Paris, Hareb 8, 1814^ 6 A.liL 

Sire, — ^I have received your letter from La Fert^-sous- 
Jouarre, dated on the evening of the 2nd of March. I have 

* Napoleon fdludes to the fears expressed by Admiral Gantheatune and 
Mass^na of the English effecting a landing at Toulon, where Gantheanme 
commanded the fleet and Mass6na the district. — Kd, 

t This is the ^rst notice of the march on the rear of the alliea, leaving them 
between himself and Paris, which Napoleon effected three weeks afterwards. 
— Tb. 
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desiied M. Lavalette to send his couriers by the most direct road. 
I hare written to the minister to remind Prince Borghese to send 
troops to Ohamb^ry. He tells me that this order has been 
executed ; and with respect to placing a proper garrison in Alex- 
andria, that the order was despatched long ago. I have sent to 
ask if the pontoon-train has started. I was not aware that one 
was to be sent. If what we hear of Sohwartzenberg's movements 
be true, it seems to me that it will be difficult for your Majesty to 
quit the neighbourhood of Paris. General Hullin has no soldiers 
who can be sent out of Paris, unless the veterans are included. 
I have already written to your Majesty that, in order to form the 
4th provisional division of the guard, we want conscripts, arms, 
and money. It shall be formed as soon as we have men and 
arms, if your Majesty consents to the distribution of the 17th 
million. To mount 2000 men, it would be necessary to begin to 
q>end an 18th million. With regard to the 4th division of the 
line, similar obstacles exist ; they shall be surmounted as quickly 
as possible. Uptil the division of the guard is formed, that of 
the line cannot be, as the guard, anxious to fill up its ranks 
speedily, spares few men to the line. I have not yet received the 
papers relating to the negotiation, which your Majesty has desired 
me to read. 



[872.] Napoueon to Josbpk. 

La Ferte-Boofl-Joaarre, March 8; 1814 

My Brother, — The cavalry has been filing off since 10 o'clock 
this morning. By this time it must have reached the parks of 
artillery. I go myself to MontreuiL* One of our columns has 
gone to Chateau-Thierry to repair the bridge. I have heard 
nothing to-night from the Duke of Eagusa. I think that we 
shall have news from him before long. Yesterday evening he was 
in the neighbourhood of Gesvre and Crouy.f The enemy was 
yesterday opposite to Mareuil. 

* A Tillage three or fonr miles from Lft-Fert^-Bons-JociaxTe, on the road to 
Ghaieaii-ThieRy.— Tb. 

f Five or six miles to the north of Meaux. — ^Tb. 
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P. 8. — Send some offioen to Troyes to learn what is going on. 
The papers which were mentioned in last night's deiq»atohea are 
annexed. There are six. 



[873.] Napolkon to Joseph. 

Bezn, March 4, 1814L 

My Brother, — The prefect of Melun's news is false.* Desire 
Count Lavalette to punish his agents who spread such mischieyous 
reports. In fact, Bar-sur-Aube was not a position which ccjuld be 
held. It was necessary either to advance or to retreat. In con- 
sequence of my mancBuvre on the Marne, it was advisable to re- 
treat. We had an action in which we lost from 700 to 800 men ; 
but our enemy's loss was double, and we did not evacuate the 
town till night. There are more than 3000 unattached men in 
Paris ; but General Hullin is by no means active in filling up his 
cadres. You should appoint a general who has no other duty. 
The 2nd division of reserve ought to have been ready, and to have 
marched to Meaux to the assistance of the Duke of Bagusa. I 
say again, all these men are scattered among the five battalions 
which are in the 1st military division. Desire the minister for 
Marine Affairs to answer Admiral Yerhuel that he is to hold out 
to the last gasp ; that the loss of two frigates and 500 or 600 men 
is not to be thought of in comparison with the advantage of keep- 
ing for five or six months Holland in blockade, by holding Fort 
Lasalle. 



[874.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Fismes, March 4, 1814. 

My Brother, — ^I have reached Fismes. The enemy has been 
driven back in every direction. We have taken 2000 prisoners, 
and between 400 and 500 baggage and ammunition carts. The 
Duke of Bagusa must be at Soissons, and my skirmishers before 
Beims. The enemy seems to be moving towards Laon and 

* It does not appear what this news was. Oadinot and Gerard were 
dxiyen out of Bar-sor-Aabe hj Schwartzenbeig on the 27th of Febnuoy. 
— ^Tb. 
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Avesnes , he is in the greatest oonfnsioiL He has sustained an 
immense loss in men, horses, and carriages. 

Send one of yonr officers to Troyes, to tell the Bakes of Ta- 
ranto and Beggio that I may possibly manoenyre by Vitry, St 
Dizier, and JoinviUe, on the enemy's rear, which will set them 
free, as the enemy will be forced to abandon the Seine to fly to 
the assistance of his rear. One advantage of this operation will 
be the raising the blockade of my fortresses, whence I shall draw 
large garrisons and reinforcements. I am writing by express to 
the Minister of War to say that I am displeased with General 
Maison, who commits blunders. Let the Minister of War order 
him, in my name, to collect the garrisons of the diflerent for- 
tresses, the garrison of Antwerp, and part of that of Ostend, and 
to fall upon the enemy's rear. It is a fact that I hare more 
troops in those posts than the enemy, but General Maison's inez* 
perience and timidity render them inactive. Tell the Minister 
of War to forbid him, in my name, to enter any fortress ; ho must 
place himself at the head of all his troops, and march, either by 
Antwerp on the enemy's rear, or on the rear of his line of opera- 
tions, which is by Avesnes and Mons. This general, who formerly 
distinguished himself, has not fulfilled my expectations, or deserved 
the trust which I placed in him. I am, however, still willing to 
suspend my judgment. The Minister of War will write to him 
that he must show more energy, boldness, and intrepidity. The 
Minister of War should also send word to the Duke of Castiglione 
that he is to advance ; that, with the troops which he has, he is 
able to beat double the enemy's force, if he will be the most con- 
stant and the most forward under fire.* 

[875.] Joseph to Napoleon. 

Paris, March 4^ 1814, 6 P.1I. 

Sire, — I have had no letter from you since the one of yester- 
day from La Fert6-sous- Jouarre. The Empress held to-day the 

* On that Yeiy day tho Duke of Castiglione, who had nnder his command 
20,000 old soldien from the anniea of Spain, gave np his march on Geneva, 
which had canaed so much nneasiness to the allies, and fell hack upon Macon. 
Xiittle demxons to head his troops in the field, and tared of war, he spoke of the 
Emperor in terms of hitter reproach. — ^£d. 
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apedal Coonoil ordered by yonr Majesfy. I read the papen 
wlueh yoa sent to me. All tlie memben of the oooncil seemed to 
be of one mind : the enemy's proposab were eonsidered most un- 
just, and perfect oonidenoe was expressed in wbatera commands 
your Majesty may think fit to give to yonr plenipotentiary, in 
order to enable France to benefit immediately by the enormoas 
sacrifioes which are exacted of her. They are all convinced that 
your Majesty will never consent to sach sacrifices, tinless driven 
to them by absolute necessity, and that your Majesty is a better 
jadge of this necessity than any one else can be. 

But they almost unanimously agreed in thinking that it would 
be better to accept conditions, reducing France to her limits in 
1792, than to expose the capital * The occupation of the capital 
is dreaded as the end of the present state of things, and the com- 
mencement of great misfortunes. The whole of Europe joins in 
wishing to reduce France to what she was in 1792. Let it there- 
fore be the foundation of a treaty which is rendered, imperative 
by circumstances, but let the country be evacuated immediately. 

To sum up : an immediate peace, whatever may be the terms, 
is indispensable. It will be a truce lasting for two or three years ; 
but, whether it be favourable or not, we must have peace. The 
Emperor will obtain the best terms that he can. At this junc- 
ture it is sure to do good, as it will enable the Emperor to pay 
exclusive attention to the interior, and a wise system of admin- 
istration may place him in a position to regain what has been 
unjustly demanded and wisely yielded. The natural limits would 
be a real boon both for France and the rest of Europe : we might 
then hope for a lasting peace ; but impossibility relieves firom every 
obligation. Peace now is indispensable ; it may be broken on 
the day when France is able to re-assert her rights. Make then 
what in your breast you will consider as a mere truce, since the 
enemy's injustice will not permit you to make an equitable peace, 
and the state of public feeling and of public affairs does not allow 
you to hope from France efforts proportionate to the end to be 
attained. 

* It is said that Coxnte Lacn6e de Gessao was the only member of Ihe 
Council who dissented. — ^Tb. 
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Tour letter to the Emperor of Aiutria was tlioog^t fall of 
iignity and good sense. France will still possess you ; you will 
possess her as thcnroii^^y as when she astonished Europe ; and 
joiiy who have already d^yered her once, will rescue her a second 
time, and also rescoe yoorself, by signing an immediate peace. 
Make England recognise yon, deliver France from the Cossacks 
and Prussians, and France will make up to you in blessings what 
superficial persons may think that you hare lost in glory. But 
I perceire that I am growing diffuse. Whether your Majesty be 
victorious or not, you must turn your thoughts to peace. This 
is the summary of all that is spoken here, and thought her& 

£S76.] NAFOI.EON TO JOSEPO. 

Fismes, Mardi fi, 1814, 11 am. 

My Brother, — ^Put the following notice into the ' Moniteur : ' 
— '' His Majesty the Emperor and King fixed his head-quarters 
on the 5th at B^ry-au-Bao on the Aisne. The enemy's army, 
under Bliicher, Sacken, York, Witzengerode, and Billow, was in 
retreat. Had it not been for the treachery of the command- 
ant of Soissons, who abandoned his post, that army would have 
been lost. General Corbineau entered Beims on the 6th at four 
in the morning. We beat the enemy at Lizy-sur-Ouroq and at 
May. We have taken in the different actions 4000 prisoners, 
600 baggage-waggons, and many guns, and have delivered 
Beims." 



[877.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Ftemea, March 5, 1814. 

My Brother, — ^I thought that the Duke of Bagusa would 
have been yesterday at Soissons; but the commandant basely 
evacuated the town without firing a shot. He retreated, with all 
his troops, with the honours of war and six pieces of cannon ; he 
is at Yillers-Gotterets. I have ordered the Minister of War to 
have him arrested, brought before a court-martial, and shot. He 
must be executed in the Place de Gr^ve, with the utmost publi- 
city. The sentence must be printed, and its grounds well stated. 
Vol. n.— 15 
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Fire generals anet be ifpointed to try him. UnB busiiiesB has 
done OS inoaleolable hamL I ehonld have reached Laon tonlay, 
and I have no doubt that the enemy wonld have been roated and 
oat to pieoes. I mnet now manflenvre and loae time in oonetmet- 
ing bridgee. See that at least an example is made. 

I attacked Keims at 8 a.11. We took 2000 prisoners; more 
that 100 of them were officers, among whom are seToral ooloneb; 
and we oaptnred a great quantity of baggage. I am writing to 
the regent to fire a salute. 

[878.] Napolboit to Josefb. 

Bery-Mi-BMi, March 1. 1814, noon. 

My Brother, — ^If the Duke of Taranto is ill, he must gi^e up 
the command to the Duke of Reggio, and place General Sebas- 
tiani at the head of the 11th corps. I am assured that Troyes 
has just been eraouated; I cannot belieye in such incapacity. 
There can be no finer position than Troyes, where the enemy is 
forced to manoBuvre upon both banks. I am going to drive the 
enemy to-day towards Laon. I shall then march upon Chalons 
and Arcis. It is indispensable to bold the Seine for five or six 
days at Nogent, Bray, and Montereau. I could not be worse 
seconded than I am. I left a splendid army and excellent cavalry 
at Troyes ; but the soul is wanting. I am sure that this army 
is stronger in the field than any which Prince Schwartsenberg 
can oppose to it. Consult the Minister of War : a sick general 
is worse than any thing. The Minister of War will give the 
command to the Duke of Beggio, and the Duke of Taranto's 
corps to Qeneral Sebastiani 



[879.] JofVPH TO NAFOLBcnr, 

Parti, XaMh 7, 1814 

Sire,— -I enclose to you the duplicate of a letter from the 
Duke of Taranto to the chief of the staff; I hope that the origi- 
nal will have reached you two hours earlier, and I have no doubt 
that the army is marching to the assistance of Paris. The Min- 
ister of War has received intelligence that the Duke of Taranto 
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ifl perfectly well, and able to retain the command. . . . .* 
HI Do la Booillerie up to now. . . . .* A debt of 200,000 
it francs for the requirements of the guard has been ooyered by the 
^ funds which yonr Majesty placed subsequently at the disposal 
of the generals. M. de la Bouillerie has warned me to-day to 
c trust no longer to this resource, unless your Majesty will give an 
express order. The Duke of Gonegliano haying informed me 
that he has been unable to obtain the pikes which he asked the 
Minister of War to give to him for the use of the national 
guard, I have authorised him to have some made, as well as to pur- 
chase 3000 muskets, which he hopes to find means of doing in 
Paris. The municipality of Paris will defray these expenses, 
which may amount to from 200,000 to 300,000 francs. In order 
not to lose time, I have promised to pay him to-morrow 50,000 
francs in advance, for which I shall be reimbursed by the mu- 
nicipality. I depend, however, on M. de la Bouillerie's kindness 
for this purpose. Nothing can now be done here on credit 



^ [880.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

rf 

L^Ange-Gardlen,* March % 1814^ 11 iuK. 

* Yesterday, the 7th, I beat Witzingerode, Langeron, and 

Woronzow, with the remains of Sacken's corps. I captured 
2000 prisoners, took some of their guns, and drove the enemy 

*' from Graonne to PAnge-Gardien. The battle of Graonne was 

glorious. The Duke of Belluno and General Grobier are 
wounded. My killed and wounded amount to between 700 and 
800 : the enemy has lost from 5000 to 6000. My advanced 
guard is before Laon. Send everything by way of Soissons: 
convey this news to the Duke of Taranto. I have heard nothing 
from you since the 6th. I am well although the weather is cold. 
My love to you and to your wife. 

P.S. — Put the news contained in this letter into the ' Mon- 
iteur.' 

* lUegible in MS.— Ei>. 
* A small inn between Craonne and LaoxL— Tb. 
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[88I.3 Joseph to Napolsos. 

Faiia, Mareh 8, 1814 

Sire, — I hare had no letter from you rinoe that of the 6ih 
mt noon. I wrote to yoa this morning. The news from the 
Duke of Dahnatia's army increases our ahmn. 

We already see the English at Bourdeaox ; nor do we see 
how their progress is to be arrested, unless it be opposed by the 
Duke of Dalmatia in the centre of France. The Austrian army is 
on the Seine, and we are nneasy that your Majesty should be at 
BOoh a distance from U6. The Dukes of Taranto and Beg^o do 
not agree ; no good can come of the combined services of these 
two marshals. 

It is most important that your Majesty should proceed in- 
stantly to the Seine and the neighbourhood of your capital: 
ooDsidering what is passing on the Garonne, the consequences of 
the occupation of Paris are to be feared; and if . . . .* and 
therefore our hopes . . . .* repeat the same things. 

[882.] Joseph to Napoudok. 

Paris, Maich 9, 1814, 11 jlm. 

Sire, — ^I have receired your letter from FAnge-Qardien of 
the 8th at 11 a.m. I had had none since that of the 6th at noon. 
I have communicated to the Duke of Taranto the victory of 
Craoiine. I presume that Soissons is ours, and that you are 
drawing nearer to Paris in that direction. This is indispensable. 
The Duke of Taranto's army seems to have been outflanked 
on the left ; detachments of the enemy having entered Suzanne, 
and even advanced as far as Coulommiers. The funds fell 
yesterday to 51. The Duke of Dalmatians movements cause 
the greatest anxiety with respect to Bourdeaux, which might 
easily become a hot-bed of civil war. After your recent vic- 
tory, you may honourably sign a peace on the ancient limits. 
Such a peace would restore the prosperity of France after the 
long struggle which began in 1792; and there could be noth- 
ing dishonourable to her in it, as she would lose no portion 

* Illegible.— Ed. 
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of ber tenritorj, and has anranged her affairs at home as she 
thought fit.* 

As for yoUj.Sire, who have been so repeatedly yictorioos, I am 
oonyinced that you possess all the qualities which might make 
the French forget, or rather might recall to tbem, the best 
features of the reigns of Louis XII., Henri lY., and Louis 
XIV. , if you will make a lasting peace with Europe, and if, 
returning to your natural kindness and renouncing your assumed 
character and your perpetual efforts, you will at last consent to 
relinquish the part of the wonderful man for that of the great 
sovereign. 

After having saved France from anarchy within, and from 
all Europe without, you will become the father of your people, 
and you will be adored as much as Louis XII., after having 
been admired more than Henri lY. and Louis XI Y.; and in 
order thus to accumulate every species of glory, you have only to 
will your own happiness, as well as that of France. 

[888.] Joseph to Napoueoit. 

Paris, Mtfcb 9, 1814^ ittldnigbt 

Sire, — ^I have the honour of transmitting to your Majesty, 
1st, a report from General Pr^val, who asks for 2,200,000 francs 
to mount 6000 men in the course of this month ; 2ndly, a sum- 
mary from the return of the 1st military division on the 8th 
instant. Your Majesty will see that throughout the empire 
there are only 7575 disposable men. There are no longer any 
in Paris, as they have all been sent in succession to Meaux, and 
thence to Moret. 



[^864.] Napoudoh to Josbpb. 

ChATlgnoD, March 10^ 1814 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 9th. The 
army which I beat at Graonne was the Russian army, command- 
ed by Sacken, tmited to Witzingerode ; they have sustained a 

* In anonon to the thnste of the allies in 1792, if France dedmned As 
Boorbona.— Tb. 



great Ioob, and have retreated to Laon, wHere they hare joined 
tlie Prasaian army, coneistiDg of the corps of Bulow, York, and 
Kleist Aa they are strongly posted, I was satisfied yesterday 
frith observing and reconnoitring them. Paris is in greater danger 
from this army than from that of 8ohwartzenberg. Nevertheless I 
will draw near to Soissons, in order to be more within reach of 
Paris; but until I have been able to obtain another victory over 
this army, I can hardly proceed elsewhere. The detachments 
which Sohwartzenberg's army has sent to its rear have considera- 
bly diminished its strength, and it seems to fear to venture cross- 
ing the Seine. 

Tiie Duke of Bagosa has marched from B^ry-an-Bac to the 
neighbourhood of Laon* He had driven the enemy before him ; 
but in the night, as he was taking up his position, he was sudden- 
ly attacked, and his infantry fell into confusion. His soldiers 
lost their heads, and he was obliged to fall back for several 
leagues somewhat in disorder, and to abandon a few pieces of 
cannon. This is only one of the accidents of war, but it is very 
annoying just now when I am in want of success. It has de- 
termined me not to engage the enemy to-day, although I had 
already made arrangements for a vigorous attack, however supe- 
rior might be his numbers. 

I think that you ought to assemble the ministers to consult 
as to the means of raising 30,000 men from among the masses 
wno have taken refuge in Paris, and the workmen who are with- 
out employment. This levy should be called the lev6e en masse 
of^the national guard. As you have muskets, you will have no 
difficulty.* All the workmen who have nothing to do will thus 
l>^well provided for. This measure seems to me to be indispen- 
sable. The national guard ought to co-operate in it, as by this 
^^ans the mob will be used to protect the town instead of 
threatening an insurrection against property. See what you 
can do. 

* This remaric of Napoleon's would appear very aztraordiBazy, after aU Jo- 
iei^*8 letters, if there had not heen already frequent opportunities for observ- 
ing that the Emperor often chose not to understand what waa written to him, 
~ eq>eciall7 on the 8al:(ject8 of money, arma, and materials. — Ed, 
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[865«] NAPouBair to Joseph. 

Obaylgnoii, liazch 11, 1814 

My Brother, — ^I Have recoimoitred the position of the enemy 
ftt Laon ; it was too strong to be attacked without severe loss. 
I have therefore determined on returning to Soissons. It is 
probable that the enemy would have evacuated Laon in the 
fear of an attack if it had not been for the skirmish with the 
Duke of Kagusa, whose behaviour was that of an ensign. The 
enemy's loss has been immense ; he attacked yesterday the vil« 
lage of Clary five times, and was each time repulsed. 

My young guard melts away like a snowball ; the old guard 
is still in good order. My horse-guard also disappears rapidly. 
It is essential that General Omano should take every means for 
remounting the dragoons and chasseurs, beginning with the old 
soldiers. Preval shall have the two millions for which you have 
asked me ; order them to be given to him, and let some of the 
public works which are wanted in Paris be made as a means of 
giving charity. I think that some redoubts on the heights would 
be of use, especiaUy with regard to their moral effect. Let some 
be immediately constructed at Montmartre. 

[ 886.] Joseph to Nafoleoh. 

Faito, Mtfoh 11, 1814, 10 pjl 

Sire, — I have received your letter from Chavignon. I have 
assembled the Ministers ; those of the Interior and of the Police 
were of opinion that it was utterly impossible to find 1000 men 
who would leave Paris to join the army; the Minister of War 
has given me a return of our arms, of which I annex a copy. 
The result is that, fiur from having 30,000 muskets, there are 
not 6000 fit for service, and that these 6000 are for the daily use 
•f the battalions of the line and of the imperial guard. 

The result of all that I hear from the Ministers, from the 
chief officers of the national guard, from all the persons whom I 
know to be attached to the presait order of government, is, that 
oircumstances render peace imperative. There is not one individ- 
ual m Paris who would not loudly ask for it if it were not for 
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the fear of offendisg yon ; and, in tmth, none but your enemies 
oan endeavour to persuade you to refuse a peace wi^ the ancient 
limits. 

The spirit of the Duke of Taranto^s army is very bad. The 
annexed letter * will acq[uaint you with the situation of the Duke 
of Dalmatians army, and of the departments south of the 
Oaronne. Unpleasant reports, tending to dimininh the popu- 
larity of your Majesty, are beginning to circulate in the 
capitaL For instance, it is said that the Duke of Gonegliaxo, 
who is liked, is about to be recalled ; that he is to be replaced 
by Greneral Sebastiani, who has been here for the last five days ; 
that the Duke of Padua will ehortly arrive ; that he is to be em- 
ployed in Paris, and that Paris is to be defended. The month 
of March is slipping away, yet the fields are not sown. It is 
however superfluous to enter into further details. Tour Majesty 
must feel that there is no longer any remedy but peace, and an 
immediate peace. Every day that is lost is mischievous to our 
personal popularity. Individual distress is extreme ; and on the 
day when it is believed that your Majesty has preferred prolong- 
ing the war to making even a disadvantageous peace, there is 
no doubt that disgust wiU incline the public mind in another 
direction. If Toulouse or Bourdeaux should set up a Bourbon, 
you will have civil war, and the immense population of 
Paris will support the side which promises to give them peace 
soonest. 

Such is the state of opinion ; no one can change it. This 
being the case, the only way is to submit If the peace be 
un&vourable, it will be no fault of yours, as all classes here 
insist upon it. I cannot be mistaken, as my view is that of all 
Hie world. We are on the ere of -total destruction ; our only 
hope is in peace. 

I was with the Empress when she received a letter from her 
fitther. From what she told me, he appears to be well-diq[>oeed. 
It seems that he has answered your letter. I earnestly hope that 
his reply was in fitvour of a speedy termination. 

* It does not appear.— Tb. 



lIAsal^l8M. romnoAttoHB Of PASn. 345 

1060 men, who hmre hwn. motuited at the YemOles dep6% 
are to deep to-night in Paris, and start to-morrow morning for 
Soissons. I have jnst received the minntes of prooeedingg in 
eonnoil to-day, which I annez. 



[887*] JofiocFH TO Napolkon. 

Pari8» Mmh li, 1814 

Sire, — ^I have written to General Pr^val to tell him to be, if 
possible, doubly active in obtaining remounts \ and that he may 
depend upon receiving the two millions. Your Majesty orders 
works of defence, which are to be at the same time works of 
charity, to be constructed on the heights above Paris beginning 
at Montmartre. The committee for the defence of the city has 
sketched a plan ; its execution is stopped only by the want of funds. 
In my letter of the 5th, when I proposed to your Majesty to levy 
a contribution of from 400,000 to 500,000 francs upon the city of 
Paris,* I proposed at the same time that you should order M. de 
la Bouillerie to pay this sum in advance, because I foresaw the 
delays which would take place in levying a contribution which 
must first be resolved on in the municipal council, then in the 
conseil d^etat, &c In your letter of yesterday your Majeslj 
orders me to commence these works. I have written to M. de la 
Bouillerie to know whether he is authorised to advance the sum. 
If your Majesty has not yet written to him for this purpose, it b 
indispensable that you should do so immediately if you wish these 
works to be executed without loss of time« 



[ 888«] Napozjton lo JoartL 

SolBaoHB, Maroh 18, 1814 

My Brother, — ^Before commencing the fortifications of Paris, 
I must see the plan ; the one which was sent to me seems to me 
to be very complicated ; I want something simple. The people 
complain etetywhere of the mayors and authorities who prevent 
them from defending themselves. I see that in Paris it is just the 
same. The people possess energy and good fiiith. I fear greatly 

* No sncli letter appears. — ^Tft. 
Vot IL— 16* 
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that the diffionlty consista in tlie nmrillingiMsfl to fight of oettain 
prinoipal penonages, who wiU be confounded^ after the event haa 
takea plaoe, by finding what will be their Own &tei 



[889.] JoBKPH TO Napolmon. 

Pari^ March 18, 1814, 11 p. it 

Sire, — ^The person* Irhotn 1 sent to the Crown-Prince of 
Sweden returned to*day ; he left the Prince at Li^ge on the 10th 
tklt. If yonr Majesty would like to question himj your orders 
will find him at the quarters of the Prince of Neufch&tel, for 
whom I shall give hiin a letter. This person is a Frenchman^ 
fbrmerly Bemadotte^s physician ^ and his wife^s secretaiy fo^ 
the last eight years ; he is somewhat sloW, but veiy sensible. If 
your Majesty should think fit to see him^ he can give you im-^ 
pOrtant military details as to the country which he has passed 
through. I hasten to communicate to your Majesty the news 
of a sortie effected by General Gamot ; he drove the enemy back 
to Mechlin, and re-entered Antwerp with . provisions and 600 
prisoners. The Prince of Sweden talks openly and perpetually 
about the Bourbons ; he says that he is temporising to give you 
an opportunity for making peace ; he is anxious for it in order to 
return homci « » . . f 



f 890.J j^APotEdv to Josttfu. 

Beims, ICaireh 14, 1814^ 

My Brother^-^Yesterday I reached Reims, which was occupied 
by the commander-in-chief St. Priest, with three Russian divi> 
sions, and a new Prussian division coming frOm the blookade of 
Stettin. I beat them, retook the town, captured 20 pieces of 
cannon, a quantity of baggage and ammunition waggons, and 
6000 prisoners. General Sti Priest is mortally wounded, one of 
his thighs has been amputated. The extraordinary part of the 
affair is that the gun Was fired by the artilleryman who killed 
General Moreau ; it seems t^eally like a stroke of Providence. 

* M. de Franzembeig.'^ED. f Several lines illegible.— Kn 
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[89L] NXpoleon to Joseph. 

Sefani, March H1814k 

My Brother, — ^I hare received your letter of the 12th of 
March.* I am eorry that you repeated to the Duke of Cone- 
gliano what I had written to you. I do not like all this goeeip. 
If it suited me to remove the Duke of Conegliano, all the idle 
talk of Paris would have no effect The national guard of Paris 
is a part of the people of France, and, as long as I live, I will be 
master everywhere in France. Tour character is opposed to 
mine ; you like to flatter people and to yield to their wishes ; 
I like them to try to please me, and to obey my wishes. I am 
as much a sovereign now as I was at Austerliti^ Do not permit 
any person to flatter the national guard, nor Regnaud or any 
Y>ne else, to set himself up as their tribune. I suppose, however, 
that they see that there is some difference between the time of 
La Fayette, when the people ruled, and the present time, when 
I rule. 

I have issued a decree for raising 12 battalions in Paris out 
of the levSe ^n ms^se. On no pretext must the execution of 
this measure be delayed. I have written my wishes on this 
subject to the Ministers of the Interior and of the Police. If 
the people find that, instead of doing what is for their good, 
tme is trying to please them, it is quite natuztal that they 
ahould think that they have the upp^ hand, and that they 
should entertain but a mean opinion of those in authority over 
them. 



[892.] ' Napok»>n to SiMsfA. 

Aeltto, Hirob le, 1814 

In accordance with the verbal instructions which I gave 
to you, and with the spirit of all my letters, you must not allow, 
happen what may^ the Empress and the King of Rome to fall 
into the hands of the enemyv The manceuvres which I am about 
to make may possibly prevent your hearing from me for 



• I am inclined to think &at libe ktteiv to wbkh tUa is tnvuwet^ is that 
of ^ Uth oeifaielk— Ta 



ftAg BXMOYAL or OOtTBT TO THX I/>IR& Cfaup. XX Iff. 

•eyeral days. If the enemy ehould mftrch on Paris with so 
strong a force as to render resistance impossible^ send off towards 
the Loire the Regent, mj son, the great dignitaries, the ministers, 
the senators, the President of the Conseil d'Etat, the chief officers 
of the crown, and Baron de la Bouillerie, with the money which 
is in my treasury. Never lose sight of my son, and remember 
that I wonld rather know that he was in the Seine than that he 
was in the hands of the enemies of France : the fate of Astyanax, 
prisoner to the Greeks, has always seemed to me to be the most 
lamentable in history. 

[89St.] JoOffH TO NAfOLBOir. 

Paris, Hareb le, 1814^ 5 p. n 

Sire, — Gkneral Ornano has just told me that the Imperial 
Guard set off this morning in consequence of your Majesty's 
Orders. The arms of the National Guard, induding muskets, 
fowling-pieoes, and pikes, are sufficient now for 12,000 men. 

[d9i«] Nafolbok to Joseph. 

BeinMi March 17, 1814^ doob. 

My Brother,-^I have seen the person attached to Madame 
Bemadotte's service whom you sent to me. He gave me some 
important intelligence, as well as some which was false. If you 
can trust him, I think that it would be useful to send him back 
again, and to depute others, if it were only for the purpose of 
acquiring information as to those provinces. The Duke of Bas- 
sano has written to desire Count d'Hauterive to send to you a 
eopy of the declaration of the allies at Chfttillon, that they four in- 
tend to treat for all the other powers. Tou may forward this paper 
confidentially to the Orown-Frince, and advise him to endeavour 
to have a minister at the congress ; for it cannot possibly be for 
the interest of Sweden that this Quadrumvirate should take 
possession of the whole of Europe. She must continue to do 
what she has always done, watch over her own affairs hersel£ 
Before you send Uie person in question, make sure that he is not 
a traitor, and intreat him to be perfectly disereet. 
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[895.3 Napoleon 10 Joseph. 

£peroft7, March 17, 1814, r. v. 

My Brother, — I reached Epemay this eyeiuBg. To-morrow 
at daybreak I shall resame my march towards Arcis-sur-Aabe, 
which I shall reach by noon on the 19th. I shall construct three 
bridges, and proceed, according to circumstances, either towards 
M&ry or towards Troyes, to fall upon the rear of the enemy. The 
Duke of Taranto must therefore dispute every foot of ground. 
To-morrow night, at 10 o'clock, my dispositions will have already 
begun to take effect, for the enemy will then become aware of my 
manoeuvre, and it will influence all his operations. The Duke of 
Kagusa remains at B^ry-au-Bao; the Duke of Treviso is at 
Beims ; General Gharpentier is at Soissons. I have desired the 
Minister of War to send a brigadier-general to Gompi^gne. I 
shall leave Brigadier-General Vincent at Epemay ; he has a few 
detachments of cavalry, and is charged with superintending the 
levees en masse.* 

I do not think that Blilcher, who has suffered considerably, 
will be able to move for the next few days. He will then have 
to cross the Aisne, and the Dukes of Bagusa and Treviso will 
dispute every inch of ground with him. I expect great things 
from my manoBuvre, which will throw the rear as well as the 
head-quarters of the enemy into the utmost disorder and ooD' 
fusion. If the enemy should still be at Troyes, you must de- 
spatch couriers to me by way of La Fert^-sous-Jouarre, and 
thence, through Epemay or Montmirail, to Arcis-sur-Aube. 
Desire the Ministers of War and of Police to say nothing whidi 
is unnecessary, and to write the important j arts in cipher, until 
I have re-established the communication through Nogent. Send 
an officer to Gompi^gne, to Soissons, to Beims, and to Epemay. 
I have ordered a division of 12,000 men, whom 1 am collecting 
together at Metz, to repair to Gh41ons ; I do not know whether 
this order will reach them ; it would be a great piece of good 
fbrtune. 

* Napoleon, whUe at Reims, imied a decree ordexiiig a levfe ea nuuit 
agaiitst tfie inraden. — Ttu 
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£896w] KAtOUBOH TO Jo0EnL 

Iftpenuj, Mareh 18, 1814 

' My Brothwi — ^I hare receired no letter of yesterday from 
l^arifl ; I oonclnde that the express continues to make the detour 
by SoiBSons. All my army is in motion, in order to sleep to- 
night on the other side of F^re^Ohampenoiae, thence to advance 
upon Arois and the bridges held by the enemy ; I am in commit 
nioation with my garrisons at Verdnn and Metz. I am expect* 
ing a division of 12)000 men, which I draw from all those foi> 
tresses. It seems that the enemy has left Noyon, whidi' sets 
Gompi^ine free ; that town has behaved perfectly well. 



[ 897.] Nafouh» to JobbspA, 

jftpema^, llalrcb 18, 1814, noott. 

My Brother,— 'I hare received your letter of the 17th» 
General Preral has still 460,000 fr& in hand, besides the 
600,000 fr& which remain to his account with M. de la Bouil'^ 
lerie from the two millions. There are consequently 900,000 
frsi. still to Upend ; he therefore does not require 2,200,000 frs.) 
but 1,700)000 frs. As soon as he hiits (skh&usted his present 
credit, I will open for him a further credit for 1,700)000 fr& 



[898.] KA^UtON TO «^OBBI>tt, 

PUU1C7, Marsh tO, 1814^ 6 a. It 

My Brother,-"^! crossed the Aube yesterday at Plancy, I 
immediately advanced on M^ry. I attacked the town^ and took 
possession of it at 7 p» m. My cavalry forded the Seine, turned the 
bridge of M^ry) and cut off the road between Nogent and Troyea 
The chasseurs of the guard carried off a quantity of baggage and 
an excellent pontoon-train. The Emperor Alexander reached 
Arcis on the 18th« He remained there only an -hour; we found 
ourselves nearly face to fiice. .He returned to Troyes, which 
their head-quarters quitted immediately after. We constantly. 
pick up prisoners , the enemy is flying in every direction. 

The enemy began to retreat early on th« 17th| as soon aa ha 
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found ont that I had retaken Ch&lonB, and that I was marching 
on his rear. Pat the annexed article into the * Moniteur.'* 



[899,] Bbbthzeb to Josbfr. 

ArclA-«ar*Aiibe, Mareb 81 , 1814 

Sire,— The Bmperor reached Arcis yesterday before his 
advanced guard. Gkneral Wrede^s corps endeavoured to talro 
Arcis by assault. He was repulsed, and 400 of his men taken 
prisoners. He captured two of dur guns, and we took two of 
his. In the night he retired* Prince Schwartienberg's army 
seems to be retreating upon Brienne. The Emperor has recrossed 
the Aube, and is advancing upon Vitry. We lost no person of 
importance in yesterday^s action^ His Majesty is in excellent 
health. Our communication at present is through Coulommiersj 
La Fert^'^Oaucher, and Seianneif 

[900.] JosEPtk Td Napoleon. 

Ptfist liuch 28, 1814, 11 A.1L 

Sire,-^The march of Bldohdr on Eeims and Fismes, and that 
which the Dukes of Treviso and Bagusa have been ordered to 
make on Chalons, lay open Paris. This was remarked by the 
Duke of Treviso himself to the officer by whom I sent the order. 
As your Majesty is kept by the Duke well informed, I have no 
doubt that you will give such orders as the circumstances require. 

[901.3 Josefs to Claxka 

^Aria, March 84, 1814. 

Monsieiir le Due,^^The appearance of the enemy on the banks 
of the Oise makes necessary immediate means of resistance. 

As the feelings of the countify people are good, and require 
only to be di^ected^ a general officer should be sttnt to Senlis, if 

* This is the last o^ i^apoleon*8 letteirs before the battle of Paris. The 
mancetiYi^ upon Vitry took place almost immediately, ahd the commnnica- 
tions with the capital were entirely- cat off. — Ed. 

fThis was ihe beginning of the march upon Vitrj and St. IMader, which 
nearly saved, but, 41 thingt toned oali in tealiiy loft Paria — ^Edw 



(gS TEX XHUT OH TfiOl OIBI. Ouf. XXIIL 

there be sot one there already, to call oat the national goards or 
the levee en masse, to raise some works which may prevent the 
town from being taken by assault, and to occupy and defend 
the bridges of Creil and Pont 8t Mazence, and the heists of 
Yerberie. 

If it were possible to send some troops of the line to those 
points, to head the national goards and the armed inhabitantay 
they would be very useful 

The same remarks apply to Pontoise. Pray give the neces- 
sary orders. These measures appear to me to be urgent. 

[902l1 Joseph to Ciabks« 

Paris, March S9. 1814 

Monsieur le Due, — ;The reports of several commandants of 
fortresses, and especially that of the Commandant of Meauz, 
prove that a great number of soldiers are without arms. It 
seems to me that it is urgent to find out the cause of this state 
of things, and to apply an immediate remedy. I am convinced 
that posts such as La Fert6, Meaux, &c., are worse defended 
by 2000 men, half of whom are unarmed, than by 1000 with 
arms : and that the remaining 1000 who are without arms would 
do better in Paris, where their comrades could not be demoralized 
by their example, as they would not be in presence of the enemy; 
nor would they desert so readily as if they were in the field and 
felt their helplessness. This leads me to the importance of know- 
ing day by day the number of arms which can be distributed in 
Paris. It seems to me indispensable-^^lst. To give arms to the 
troops engaged in active service and who require them ; 2ndly. 
After this has been done, if there should be any arms left, to 
insist upon the completion and arming of the two battalions of 
national garde mobile which Paris is bound to supply. Other 
measures may then be proposed for arming the soldiers. I intoid 
to advise the Regent to neglect no measures for attaining an 
object So important to the public safety. The first thing to be 
done is to have a double return — Ist, of the troops without arms; 
and 2nd) of the arms which have not been distributed for want 
of soldiers. I have written to Oount Dam to supply the shoes 
which are wanted here. 
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[ 908.] JosBPH 10 Napouwit. 

PulB, ICarab M, 1814 

Sire, — ^I have no letters sinoe that from Arcis-snr-Aube of 
the 2l8t. The Empress has received one of the 22nd. To- 
morrow a oolomn will move on the Oise, where the inhabitants 
are in arms to repel the enemy's parties. The spirit of Paris is 
good. We are at work on the outer postsi 



[904.] JoeXPH TO CukBKE. 

ParlB, March 27, 1S14 

Monsieur le Due, — ^Before I received your letter of yesterday 
I directed General Hullin to send the 11th marchbg cavalry 
regiment with the column which is on its way to the Oise. 
There remains for to-day's inspection only the 12th marching 
cavalry regiment, which may after the inspection move towards 
its destination, which I suppose to be Means. Pray let me 
know.* 

[905.] JOBSPH TX> Nafoudok. 

Ptfis, March 88, 1814, 9 jlm. 

Sire, — I have announced to you the arrival of the Dukes of 
Treviso and Bagusa at Provins.t Troops have gone from hence 
towards Claye^ to assist the garrison which has marched out of 
Meaux. Soissons held out on the 26th. No letters from your 
Majesty since those of the 21st. One from M. Fain to M, 
Lavalette is the only one which has reached us. We wait im- 
patiently for the news of your return to the capital 



* Thiu, on the 28th of March, there wonld haye heen no troops left in 
Paris ; and if the troops of Marshals Marmont and Mortier had not retreated 
on the capital, the only force to resist the enemy would have heen the reserves 
of the gnard nnder General Omano. — Ed. 

t Aboat fifty-five miles from Paris on the road to Trojes. This letter does 
not appear. — Ttu 

X A village about fifteen miles from Paris on the xoad to Measx.— Xe. 
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[9CMS.] MaKB LOOISB TO JOOEPH. 

Bambooinet, Mareh 89, 6X r.K 

My deur Brodier,— I haye this iiurtftnt reached Ramboiiillet, 
Tery sad and yery haraaBed. It would be yery kind if you would 
lei me know what is going on, and wheUier tlie enemy has ad- 
yaneed. I watt for your answer before I decide whether I ought 
to go farther or to remain here. If I onght to moye I heg yoa 
to tell me what place yon think would be best and safest for me. 
I earnestly wish that yon could write to me to return to Paris ; 
it is the thing of all others which would giye me most pleasare. 
A thousand remembrances to the Queen. Pray believe in the 
sincere friendship with which I am your most affectionate sister. 



[907.] Joseph to Clabkb. 

Parla,Mtreh89,1814. 

Monsieur le Due, — ^To prevent misapprehension as to that we 
have agreed on, I think that I ought to remind you to order the 
Duke of Treviso to move to-night with his corps to La YiUette, 
where he will take the command of the troops under Greneral 
Omano. The Doke of Ragusa will join in the neighbourhood of 
Pantin the corps of General Compans, and take it under his 
command. 

Thus the Duke of Treviso is charged with the defence of 
Paris from La Yillette to St Denis inclusively ; the Duke of 
Bagusa from La Yillette to Gharenton. At daybreak to-morrow 
I shall be at Montmarte to watch the movements of the enemy 
and give orders in consequence. 



[908.] Joseph to Queen Julie. 

Mo&tmartn^ liarcli 80, 1814, 8 mjl 

My dear Friend, — There has been firing for the last two 
hours ; as yet nothing is serious, but we are only beginning the 
day. I think that if your health will permit, you should set off 
with the children, Miot, Presle, and any other people whom jou 
may like to take. If not, you must send on our children with 
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Miot ftnd Madame DannerL Your iter's house is your best 
refage ; but I hope that yon will be able to start Let Maillard 
return with your verbal answer as soon as possible. 



[909.] Joseph to thb Gbbat Judgb 

Paria, March 80, 1814. 

Monsieur le Comte, — ^I think that you should give notice 
to the Ministers that it is advisable that they should follow the 
Empress in her retreat Tell this to the Senators, the Conseillers 
d'Etat, ^. 

[ 910.] Joseph to the High Tbsasubsb. 

Mareb 80, 1814 

Monsieur PArohitresorier, — I think that the high dignita- 
ries should follow the Empress in her retreat from Paris towards 
Chartres. 

Have the kindness to communicate with the other high digni- 
taries. 



[911.] Joseph to the Abch-Chancbllob. 

Chartres, March 81, 1814 

Monsieur PArchichancelier, — •! have received a letter from 
the Emperor, from the post-house of La Cour de France, dated 
four this morning. 

The Emperor met the armies of the Dukes of Ragusa and 
Treviso, which are to join our other armies near Fontainebleau. 

I propose to set out myself to-morrow at daybreak. 



[912.] Joseph to Nafoubon. 

Chartres, March 81, 1814, 6 p.ii. 

Sire, — I wrote to you this morning by a courier in disguise. 
I have your Majesty's letter of this morning.* I have sent on to 
the Empress the one which was addressed to her. I shall set off 
this evemng to follow the Empress. She intended to proceed 

* ThiB letter doef not Appear. — Tb. 
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inl to Toon. In obedience to yonr Majesty's wishes she wOl 
go to Blois with all the members of the goyemment. The mims- 
ten who are here agree in thinking this coarse the best ; thej 
will start this evening. The Empress and the King of Borne are 
well, I saw them this morning; they will reach Ch&teaudun this 
evening. 

The Ministers of War, of the Administration of War, of 
Finance, of the Treasnry, of the Interior, and of Marine AfFairs 
are here. Yonr Majesty mnst be already acquainted with all 
that has passed from the Marshals' reports, and from what I told 
to M. D^jean, yonr Majesty's aide-de-camp. The enemy's force 
was very large ; the corps of the Bakes of Treviso and of Bagosa 
ooold not possibly make head agunst it 



[918.] ■ Napoubon to Joseph. 

FontalneblMui, April % 1814 

I desired the Grand Marshal to write to yon on the necessity 
of not crowding into Blois.* Let the King of Westphalia go to 
Brittany or towards Bonrges. I think that Madame had better 
join her danghters at Nice, and Queen Julie and your children 
proceed to Marseilles. The Princess of Neufch&tel and the 
marshals' wives should go and live on their estates. It is natural 
that Bang Louis, who has always liked hot climates, should go to 
Montpellier. As few persons as possible should be on the Loire, 
and let every one settle himself quietly, without attracting atten- 
tion. A large colony always excites a sensation in the neigh- 
bourhood. The Provence road is now open — ^it may not remain 
so for one day. Among the other ministers you do not mention 
the Minister of Police. Has he reached you ? I do not know 
whether the Minister of War has his cipher. I have none with 
you, and as this is the case I cannot write to you on important 
subjects. 

Advise everybody to observe the strictest economy. 

* This letter was not receiTed. — £o. 
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[914.] JoeKFH TO Bebxhoeb. 

Yenddme, April 2, 1814 

I have received your letter of the 31st of March from Fon- 
tainebleaiL We ahall be at Blois this eyening. The Ministers 
of the Interior and of War are answering your Highness. The 
want of arms remains an insurmountable difBiculty. The other 
ministers will not reach Blois before to-morrow. The Empress 
has already started, and will be there to-night; she wishes to rest 
there to-morrow. When I reach Blois, I hope to receive letters 
from your Highness with the Emperor's final decision as to the 
destination of the court and the government. I entreat your 
Highness to believe in my constant and long existing friendship. 
In two words, the wish of all here is for repose. If it be pos- 
sible to treat, it should be done at any price. The royalists begin 
to raise their heads. Peace, on whatever terms, would quell a 
party which the war, if it continues, will render more than 
threatening. 



[916.] Joseph to Nafoleon. 

Blois, April 8, 1814 

Sire, — ^I have received your letter of the 2nd. Mamma and 
Louis are ready to fulfil your wishes. Mamma is in want of 
money; six months of her pension is due. Neither has J^rdme 
any money. My wife has no longer any friends at Marseilles. 
What occasions our train to appear so large is the number of 
empty state-carriages belonging to the court. I have received no 
letter from the Grand Marshal on this subject or on any other. 
The Minister of Police has returned hither from Tours. The 
council to-day was unanimous in its opinions and wishes. We 
are waiting for your Majesty's decision as to the place of residence. 
May the fears which have been excited by the Duke of Vicenaa's 
report never be realised I The Minister of War has no cipher 
with your Majesty, nor have I. The Ministers of the Treasury 
and of Finance know no longer how to discharge their duties. 
M. de la Bouillerie asks for orders to ensure the safety of his 
oonvoy. One of his fburgons, containing two millions, has reached 
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Orleans — it wis left in Paris when the Empress went away. 
Might not J6r6me be sent to oommand the army of Lyons f 



[9IS.3 JOOEFH TO NAPoiaoir, 

OrlMM. April l«, 1814^ 

Sire, — ^I wrote to you yesterday that we should be heie to- 
day, and here we aotnally are. General Schnwaloff, aide-de-camp 
to the Emperor of Bossia, aceompanied the Empress. He came 
to BloiB yesterday with M. de Saint- Aignan, who said nothing on 
the sabject of his mission. If what is reported should proye 
true, and the Bourbons should be called to the throne, I am most 
anxious not to be obliged to ask anything from them. I could 
not possibly li^e in France, nor could I take my wife and children 
to the island of Elba. If sad necessity should force your Majosly 
thither, I will go to visit you, and to prove to you my attadi- 
ment ; but it will not be until I have placed my wife and children 
in safety on the continent 

All that takes place, Sire, justifies my old and fatal predic- 
tions. You must take a decided course, and put an end to this 
cruel agony. Why not appeal to Austria if necessary ? Your 
son is the grandson of Francis. Why not speak the truth openly 
to France, and at length proclaim peace, abolish the conscription 
and the droits r^unis, issue a general amnesty, and adopt a real 
oonstitutional monarchy ? France wishes for peace and a liberal 
monarchy, but she does not wish for Bourbons. She prefers 
them to perpetual war, but she receives them only as a punish- 
ment, to which she resigns herself because she is beaten. 

M. Faypoult has just returned from Italy ; the army there is 
in excellent order ; the Viceroy is quietly at Mantua ; the King 
of Naples prays for your success, if you desire universal peace 
and the independence of Italy. A single effort might perhaps 
extricate France from the abyss into which she is falling. An 
inmiediate decision with regard both to military affairs and to 
politics may perhaps repair all in favour of your son ; be bold 
enough to try. Save the state from imminent danger by getting 
rid of princes who will rerive old hatreds and inflict a fresh 
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injury upoD the eountrj by internal distarbanoes, brought ou by 
the pride of the old nobility and the vanity of the new, and the 
character of the people raised by the revolution to a level at 
whieh we may lament that it was not left. 

The Cossacks have i^peared on the road from Beangency to 
Orleans, and robbed some of the carriages belonging to the 
convoy. 
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CHAPTEB XXIV. 

Thb leUen from Napoleon contaiiied in thU chapter extend from 
the 22nd of April to the 16th of June, 1815. I have added one 
from Fain, one from Sonlt, and three from Bertrand. They were 
neoeeaarj to complete Napoleon's antobiographj, as sketched in 
this Correspondence. I have added in an appendix a letter from 
Prince Lonis Napoleon, which does not properly form a part of 
this work ; bat its intrinsic interest, and the great position now 
held bj its author, tempted me to insert it 



[ 917.] Nafolboh to Joseph. 

Pwi^ April 88, 181& 

My Brother, — ^I send the plan of a constitntion for yoor 
private consideration. If you have any improvements to suggest, 
you can bring them to me thb evening. - 



[918.] NjjpouDQir xo Josbph. 

Pu1«,Ma7 8,18llk 

My Brother, — ^It is necessary to organise the Spaniards who 
are in France. A junta must be created composed of five mem- 
bers from the most active and enterprising. They will reside 
here, and correspond with the Minister of Foreign Affiiirs. The 
existence of this junta must be kept secret. It must have agents 
on the principal points of our frontier on the Pyrenees. The 
agents must be known to our civil and military officers, and their 
correspondence with the junta be post free. The business of the 
junta will be to edit in Paris a Spanish newspaper, to appear 
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every two days, and to be circulated by these agents tbrongh 
every channel and in every part of Spain. The objects of the 
new£^per will be to enlighten the Spaniards, to make known to 
ihem our constitution, and to induce them to rebel and to desert. 
A further duty of the junta will be to raise guerillas, and to in- 
troduce them into Spain. The president of the junta will be 
accredited to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. All the pecuniary 
assistance afforded to the Spaniards, at the rate of 120,000 franos 
a month, will be distributed by the junta^ 



[919.] Nafoi<bon to Joseph. 

Parla, May t9, 1810. 

My Brother, — I wish to create a house of peers, and to ap- 
point at first eighty members. As I desire to profit by the 
advice of those in whom I place confidence, I ask you to present 
to me on Sunday a list of 120 persons, whom you will select as 
if their nomination depended upon you. If there are any among 
them with whom I am not acquainted, please to add notes to their 
names. This list will remain a secret between you and me. You 
do not require to be told that no one need know that I have 
asked you for it. 

I have despatched a similar letter to each of my ministers, 
and to other persons on whose judgment and attachment I can 
depend. 

[920.] Nafoueok to Joseph. 

Paris, JaiM 8, 1S16. 

My Brother,^-Having resolved to assemble the House of 
Peers on Saturday next at 3 o'clock, in the room which we have 
appointed for its sittings, our wish is that you be there, and that 
you take your place, that by your influence you may contribute 
to the good of the state and the consolidation of our Imperial 
authority. As this letter has no other object, I pray God, &c. 
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[ 99L3 Napolboh to Josbpb. 

Mj BrotWy— I flhdl eany my head-qvarten this ereniiig to 
Bmmnmit ; to-morroiry liie Ifitfa, I diall marcli jxpcfa C^srleroi, 
iriiere the Pnuoan anny is, tbe oonseqneiice of which will be 
«iiher a battle or the retreat of the eaem j. My army is ezoeQent, 
and the weather tolerably fine; the ooimtry is perfectly well-die- 
poeed. I will write to yon this evening as to whether the com- 
munieatiaiMi should be made on the 16tL* In the mean while 
prepaimtiona must be made. Adien. 



[II88«] NAPOLnnrTo Joseph. 

BMumont, Jane Ifi^ 1815^ 8 

My Brotheri — As the enemy has made an aggressiTe move- 
ment, I am advancing to meet him. Hostilities will therefore 
commence to-day. Consequently I widi you to publish the deo- 
larati(m which has been prepared. 



p28.3 Babon Fain to Joseph. 

Cbarleroi, June tS, 1819^ 9 pjk, 

Monseignenr, — ^It is 9 o'clock. The Emperor, who has been 
in the saddle since three in the momingy has just come in, over- 
powered by &tigae. He will throw himself on his bed to sleep 
for a few hours, and get on horseback again at midnight. As his 
Majesty is not able to write to your Highness, he has desired me 
to send to you the following intelligence. 

The army forced the passage of the Sambre, near Gharleroi, 
and placed advanced guards half way between Charleroi and 
Namur, and between Charleroi and Brussels. We have taken 
1500 prisoners and six pieces of cannon. Four Prussian regiments 
are destroyed. Few of our men were killed, but the Emperor 
has sustained a loss which grieves him deeply : his aide-de-camp. 
General Letort, was killed on the table-land of Fleurus as he was 
leading a charge of cavalry. It is impossible to describe the 



* Hie declanti0n of war.— Ed. 
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«iithiisia0m of the mbabitantB of Cbarleroi, and of all the oountiy 
ihroagii wkioh we have passed ; the feeling is the same as it was in 
Bargnndy. The Emperor, Monseignenr, wishes yon to conunoni- 
eate this news to the ministers, and to make any nse of it which 
yon may thinjL proper. An action of the utmost importance may 
take place to-morrow. 



[ 924.] Kafoubon to Joocph. 

Chttl«rol, Jane 18, 181&, 

My Brother, — The bulletin will acquaint you wiih what has 
passed. I am carrying my head-quarters to Fleurus. The whole 
of the army is in motion. I regret deeply General Letort. Our 
loss yesterday was small; it fell almost entirely on the four 
squadrons of household troops. 

P.S. — Letort is better. 



[925.] SouLT TO Joseph. * 

lignj, Jane 10, 1816, 81M) P.1C 

Monseigneur, — The Emperor has just obtained a complete 
victory orer the Prussian and British armies, united under the 
command of Lord Wellington and Marshal Bliicher. The army 
is adyancing in pursuit of the enemy through the village of Ligny 
beyond Fleurus. I hasten to announce this happy news to your 
Lnperial Highness.* 



[920.] Bkbtbard to Joseph. 

IdeofAiz,Jal7l4,181& 

Prince, — ^The Emperor communicated this morning with the 
British cruisers. The admiral's answer has not reached us, but 
the captain f is ordered by his government to receive the Empe- 
ror, if he should present himself, with the persons composing his 
suite. The captain is not acquainted with the further intentions 
of his government, but he does not doubt that the Emperor will 

* This letter wu the last which Joseph received firam the •zmj.p— Em 
t Captein MaJtland of the Belteiophoii.— Tb. 
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lie well treated; for eren if the goremment should wish to aet 
otherwiBe, pablio opinion in England will, he thinks, force them to 
behaTe as thej ought to do on such an oocasion. M. de Las-Cases 
has returned on board,* and to-morrow morning the Emperor will 
repair thither. His Majesty desires me to give you this informa- 
tion. 



[927.] BBRT&Aim TO Josbth. 

London, Sept. 10, 18S1. 

Prince, — ^I write to you for the first time sinoe the awfdl 
miflfortiine which has been added to the sorrows of your fiuBily. 
Uncertain whether a letter would reach you, as I was not quite 
sore of your address, I hoped that a letter from you or frran 
Rome would acquaint me with it I hare decided on depositing 
this letter with Messrs. Baring, and I hope that you will receive it. 

Your Highness is acquainted with the eyents of the first years 
^f this cruel exile ; many persons who have visited St. Helena 
have informed you of what was still more interesting to you — ^the 
manner of living and the unkind treatment which aggravated the 
influences of a deadly climate. 

In the last year of his life, the Emperor, who for four years 
had taken no exercise, altered extremely in appearance : he became 
pale and feeble. From that time his health deteriorated rapidly 
and visibly. He had always been in the habit of taking baths ; 
he now took them more frequently and stayed longer in them : 
they appeared to relieve him for the time. 

Latterly Dr. Antomarchi forbad him their use, as he thought 
that they only increased his weakness. 

In the month of August he took walking exercise, but with 
difficulty ; he was forced to stop every minute. In the first years 
he used to walk while dictating ; he walked about his room, and 
thus did without the exercise which he feared to take out of doors 
lest he should expose himself to insult. But latterly his strength 
would not admit even of this. He remained sitting nearly all day, 
and discontinued almost all occupation. His health declined sen* 
dbly every month. 

• Of the Bdlerophon.— Tb, 
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Once in September, and again in the beginning of October, 
be rode out, as bis physicians desired him to take exercise ; but 
be was so weak, that he was obliged to return in his carriage. 
He ceased to digest ; his debility increased. Shivering fits came 
on, which extended even to the extremities ; hot towels applied 
to the feet gave him some relief. He suffered from these cold 
fits to the last hour of his life. As he could no longer either 
walk or ride, he took several drives in an open carriage at a foot- 
pace, but without gaining strength. He never took off his dress- 
ing-gown. His stomach rejected food, and at the end of the year 
he was forced to give up meat; he lived upon jellies and soups. 
For some time he ate scarcely any thing, and drank only a little 
pure wine, hoping thus to support nature without fatiguing the 
digestion ; but the vomiting continued, and he returned to soups 
and jellies. The remedies and tonics which were tried produced 
little effect. His body grew weaker every day, but his mind re- 
tained its strength. 

He liked reading and conversation ; he did not dictate much, 
although he did so from time to time up to the last days of his 
life. He felt that his end was approaching, and he frequently re- 
dted the passage from ' Zaire ' which finishes with this line : — 

A reToir Paris je ne dois pins pr6tendre. 

Nevertheless the hope of leaving this dreadful country often pre- 
sented itself to his imagination; some newspaper articles and false 
reports excited our expectations. We sometimes &ncied that we 
w^re on the eve of starting for America ; we read travels, we 
made plans, we arrived at your house, we wandered over that im> 
mense country, where alone we might hope to enjoy liberty. 
Vain hopes ! vain projects i which only made us doubly feel our 
misfortunes. 

They could not have been borne with more serenity and cour- 
age, I might almost add gaiety. He often said to us in the even- 
ing, " Where shall we go ? to the The&tre Fran^ais, or to the Op- 
era ? " And then he would read a tragedy by Comeille, Voltaire, 
or Racine ; an opera of Quinault's or one of MolUre's comedies. 
His strong mind and powerful character were perhaps even more 
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ranarkable tlum on that larger theatre wliere lie eoHpeed all iixat ^ 

18 brightesi in aneient and in modem history. He often seemed 
to Ibrget what he had been. I was never tired of admiring his 
philoeophy and courage, the good sense and the fortitude which 
nuBod him abore misfortune. 

At times, howerer, sad r^rets and recollections of what be 
had done, contrasted with what he might have done, presented 
themselTes. He talked of the past with perfect frankness ; per- 
soaded that on the whole he had done what he was required to 
do, and not sharing the strange and contradictory opinions which 
we hear expressed every day on events which are not understood 
by the speakersL If the conversation took a melancholy turn, be 
soon dumged it ; he liked to talk of Corsica, of his old uncle Lu- 
men, of his youth, of you, and of all the rest of the family. 

' Towards the middle of March fever came on. From that 
time he scarcely left his bed, except for about half an hour in the 
day; he seldom had the strength to shave. He now, for the first 
time, became extremely thin. The fits of vomiting became more 
frequent. He then questioned the physicians on the conformation 
of the stomach, and about a fortnight before his death he had 
pretty nearly guessed that he was dying of cancer. He was read 
to almost every day, and dictated a few days before his decease. 
He often talked naturally as to the probable mode of his death ; 
but when he became aware that it was approaching, he. left oiF 
speaking on the subject He thou^t much about you and your 
children. To hb last moments he was kind and affectionate to na 
all; he did not appear to suffer so much as might have been ex- 
pected from the canae of his death. When we questioned him 
he said that he suffered a little, but that he could bear it Hia 
memory declined during the last five or six days ; his deep sighs, 
and his exclamations from time to time, made us think that he 
was in great pain. He looked at us with the penetrating glance 
which you know so well; we tried to dissimulate, but he was so 
used to read our faces that no doubt he frequently discovered our 
anxiety. He felt too clearly the gradual decline of his facultiea 
not to be aware of his state. 

For the last two hours he neither spoke nor moved; the only 
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flomid was his difficult fareathingy which gradually but regularly de- 
creased ; his pulse ceased ; and so died, surrounded only by a few 
servants, the man who had dictated laws to the world, and whose 
life should have been preserved for the sake of the happiness and 
glory of our sorrowing country. 

For^' '% Prince, a hurried letter, which tells you so little, 
when you^ -sh to know so much, but I should never end if I at> 
tempted to tjl all. 

You are so far off, that I know not when I shall have the hon- 
our of seeing you again. I must not omit to say that the Empe- 
ror was most anxious that his correspondence with the different 
sovereigns of Europe should be printed ; he repeated this to us 
several times. In his will the Emperor expressed a wish that his 
remains should be buried in France; however, in the last days of 
his life he ordered me, if there was any difficulty about it, to lay 
him by the side of the fountain whose waters he had so long 
drank. 



'or 






APPEIfDIX. 



Pbdicb Louis Nafolibov to Josbph. 

New Tork, April 9S, ISST. 

Mj dear Uncle, — On my arriyal in the United States I hoped 
to find a letter from jon. I own that yonr displeasnre grieved me ; 
knowing, as I do, your good sense and your kindness, it surprised 
me. Indeed, uncle, my conduct must have been strangely misrep- 
resented to you before you could have been induced to repel as ene- 
mies the men who sacrificed themselTes for the anpire. If, haying 
succeeded at Strasbourg (and I very nearly did so), I had marched 
on Paris, followed by a people fiiscinated by the recollections of 
the empire, and, arriving in the capital as Pretender, I had seized 
the government, then to disavow me and to break with me might 
have been noble and magnanimous 1 But when I attempt one of 
the bold enterprises which alone could bring back what twenty 
years of peace have efiaced ; when I ofier to it the sacrifice of my 
life, persuaded that even my death would be of use to our cause ; 
when against my will I escape from the bayonet and the scaffold 
to a foreign shore, I find there only contempt and disdain on the 
part of my family 1 

If my respect and esteem fi>r you were less sincere I should 
not be so sensitive, for I venture to say that the public will never 
allow that there can be a schism between us. None will believe 
that you repudiate your nephew because he has perilled his life for 
your cause ; no one will believe that you can treat as enemies men 
who have exposed their lives and their fortunes to r^lace the eagle 
on our standards; any more than it would have been believed thai 

Vol. XL— 16* 
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Loois XYIII. bad repulsed the Prince de Gaiid6 or the Due d'£ii« 
ghien because they £uled m their enterprises. 

I know you too well, dear unole, to doubt your affection, and 
not to hope that yon will in time do justice to me, and to others 
who have oompronused themselves for our cause^ As for me, how- 
ever jou may treat me, my behaviour will not alter ; the general 
sympathy, the tranquillity of my eonsetence, and, above all, the 
persuasion that, if the Emperor looks down on me, he approves 
ne,— ihese are the considerations which compensate for the 
many mortifications and injuries which I have endured. My at- 
tempt failed, it is true ; but it proved to France that the fisimily 
of the Emperor is not yet extinguished, that it possesses devoted 
friends; in short, that its pretensions are not to reclaim a few 
pence from the government,, but to re-establish in favor of the 
people what the foreigners and the Bourbons have destroyed. This 
is what I have done ; is it for you to reproach me ? 

I annex the account oi my removal from the prison of Stras- 
bourg, in order that you may be acquainted with aU my proceed- 
ings, and that yon may be convinced that I have done nothing 
unworthy of the name which I bear. 

I beg you to present myrespeets to my uncle Luci^; I trust 
my cause to his judgment and to his affection.- 

Pray, dear uncle, do not be offended at the bsavity with which 
I represent facts as they really stand. Never doubt my unalterar 
ble attachments 

Your affectionate and dutiful nephew, 

NAPOLEON-Louis. 

P. S. t have delayed writing because you loft my letters from 
Exfrope unanswered. I own that in tbis respect I was wrong. 

On the 9th of fifovember, towardaS o'clock in the evening. Di- 
rector Lebel came to tell m» that I was to be removed from pris- 
on. Immediately afterwards the door was opened and I was desired 
to enter a carriage ^here were already General Yoirol and the pre* 
feet. Believing at first that I was to be transferred to another 
prison, I entreated General Yoirol to leave me in the same jdaoe 
with the other prisoners. On reaching the oourt (rf the Prefectnie 
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we got cmt of tlie carriage ; I then peroeired two post^ohaises 
horses. Fancying that I was to be taken from Strasbourg, I urged 
C^eral Y oirol to let me remain in prison. Soon afikerwards I was 
placed in a carriage with three persons whom I did not know, and 
who informed me that thej had orders to take me to Paris. 

I then understood that I was to receive a special pardon ; and,x 
unable to restrain my tears, I explained to the officers who accom- 
panied me how painful to me was the thought of a pardon which 
might make me pass for a coward, and would deprive me of the 
means of dissipating the calumnies by which my intentions had 
been misrepresented to the country* 

M. Cugnat and M. Thibautot, whose consideration and atten* 
tion I cannot sufficiently praise, tried to console me by saying that 
my removal might be useful to my companions in fiusfortune. 

We reached Paris on the 11th at two in the morning. I was 
taken to the Prefecture, where I found M. Delessert, who is the 
only person whom I saw while I was in Paris. He informed me 
that my mother had come to France to ask my pardon of the 
King) and that I was to be taken to Lorient, and thence trans* 
ported to the United States of America. 

I expostulated once more with the Prefect on my removal, add* 
ing that my absence would deprive my fellow-sufferers of much 
evidence in their favour. The Prefect answered, ** When you 
reach Lorient you may make in writing any depositions which you 
think proper." Was he aware that Commandant Cugnat had ez* 
press orders not to let me write one word before I embarked ? — 
orders so strict that, when I wrote to Madame Laity, through 
the Prefect of Lorient, to give her news of her son, the govern- 
ment telegraphed to M* Cugnat that he was to execute precisely 
the orders which he had received* 

My fate being irrevocably fixed, there remained only to do all 
that I could to be usefdl to my friends. I wrote to the King to 
say that life was a small favour, since I had renounced it when I 
planted my foot on French ground; but that, if he would pardon 
my companions in misfortune, I should be eternally gratefuL 
At four in the morning I quitted Paris. On reaching the citadel 
of Port-Louis I wrote secretly to M. Odillon Barrot a letter in 
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wkieh, takiog all blame upon mjBelf, I endearonred to clear inj 
friends of aotiiig with premeditation. 

On the Slat we sailed £rom Lorient, imagining that we were 
going to New York. When we reached latitude 32^, the captain 
of the frigate opened sealed orders, in the handwiitmg of the 
Minister for Marine Affiors, which enjoined him to take me to Rio- 
Janeiro; to allow me to speak to nobody; to remain there only 
long enough to take in water, and then to sail for New York. As 
the frigate had no bnsiness in the Brazils, she mnst hare been 
ordered out of her way in order to prevent me from conmionica- 
ting with the prisoners at Strasbourg until the trial was over. 



THS END. 
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ttio Cblswiek press — ^we have had the double-columned editions of Chalmers and An* 
isffsoa— ^md we have tbe^ as yet, imperfect Aiding editi<Mi ; but no series has hitherto 
gtvea eyldence that a man of ealtivatied taste and research directed the wbole.^ — Athe», 

The spiendid series of books now offered to tiie public at such an miusoany low 
mte of cUaiga, will be got ap with all the care and elegance which the present advanced 
•tate of the publishing art can command. 

The well-known literaiy character and ability of the editor is sufficient guaranty fot 
ttie aoooncy and aeneral elucidation of the text, while the piqwr, printing, and binding 
of the volumes will be of the highest class, forming, In tliese respects, a Mnking contrast 
to all existing cheap editions. In which so Ibw efforts have reen made to combine, 
miierlori^ in production with low prices. 

Under the impression that a chronological issae of the Poete would not be ad aiv 
•eptable as one more diversifled, it has been deemed advisable to intomix the earlier 
and the later Poets. Care, however, will be taken that either the author w the Tohunes 
are in themselves complete, as published ; so that no poichaser disoontlnning the series 
at any time, will be poasessod at Imperflact book& 

The absence in the book market of any handsome uniform series of the Popular Brit 
ish Poela, at a moderate V^oe^ has indoced the pabUshers to prqject the present edition, 
«iader the Impression Ihi^ produced in superior style, deserving a place on the shelves 
of the best Hmrie^ and offered at less than one half the qbohI selling price, it wiU meet 
that amount of patronage which an enterprise, based on each liberal terms, reqnirea. 

The series will conclude with a few volumes of fhgitive pieces, and a History ot 
British Poetry, in which selections will be given fh>m the writings of thoee snthinw 
whose works do aot possess sufficient interest to warrant their publication as a whole. 

It is believed that this will render the present edition of the British Poets the nwtf 
aomplete which has ever been issued* and secure for It eztenstve saj^cnrt. The series la 
tateaded to indnde the following authors : — 
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*'It to prabe enongb to ut oT « writer, fbat« In ft higb deptrtment of Htentan, li 
wbteb many eminent vriten have dlatlncnlBbed themselvea, be baa bad no eqnal ; and 
thiB may, with strict Justice, be mid of Addison. . . . He Is entitled to be oonalderad 
net bnly as tbe greateet of the English eesaylata, bnt aa the Ibrerunner of tbe great Eng- 
lish novelists. His best essays appniacb near to absolnte peritetlon ; nor Is their ex> 
eellenoe more wonderftil than their variety. His Invention never aeons to flag; nor la 
be ever onder the necessity of repeating nlmsel^ or of wearing out a subject"— ifo- 

** He was not only tbe ornament of bis ase and country, but be refleota dignity on 
ttie nature of man. He baa divested vice <a Its meretridoos omamenta, and painted 
rriiglon and virtne In tbe modest and graooAil attire which ohann and elevafea tba 
neart"-"/^. Aud&ntm. 

**Tn Addison tbe reader will find a ricb and chaste rein of bnmor and satire; leabooa 
of morality and religion, divested of all ansteritv and ffloom ; criticism at once pleasing 
and profound; and pictures of nxtlonal character and manners that must ever charm, 
ttam their vivaolty and truth.**— />r. ffurd, 

*0f Addison^ numerous and welUknown writtnga. It may b# affirmed, that tbej 
raat on the solid baala of real excellence, tn moral tendency aa well as Hterary merit. 
Yloe and folly are satirized, virtue and decorum are rendered attraotive ; and m-talle 
poUabed diction and Attic wit abound, the pureet ethioa are inculcated."*— ifoiMular. 

** His glory la that of one of our greatest writen In iffoaew Here, wltb bla delleata 
aense of propriety, bis lively Ihncy, and, above alL bb moat original and ezqulslta 
homM*, he was In bla proper walk. He Is the founder of a new acbool of popubor writ- 
ing, to which, like moat other founders of schools^ be is still unaurpaasad by any wlw 
have attempted to Imitate him. Hia Spectator gave na tbe first ezamploa of a atyla 
p o as enal ng all the best qualltlee of a vehicle of general amusement and Intitruction ; ea^ 
and (kmlllar without coarseness, animated without extravagance, polished without nn- 
natural htbur, and, frian its flexibility, adapted to all the variety of the gay and the 
aarloua.**— i^MMiy Cyclopedia, 

f Tooorrect tbe vtoea, rldioale tbe foI11ea,«nd dlartpate tbe ignoranoab which too 
gMwvally prevailed at the commencement of the eighteenth eenturv, were the great 
aad noble objecta tiie SpeiAUor ever holds tn view ; and by enlivening morality mitb 
wit, and temnerinir wit with morality, not only were those objecta attdnecl In an emi> 
aent degree, but the authors conferred a lastinir benefit on thetr country, by estNbllahing 
and i«ndering ptipiilar a species of writing which baa materially tended to cultivate the 
andefHUndlng, renne the taste, and augment and puriiy the moral feeling of e uc c o as t va 
fenerations." ^Chalmera, 

** He not only brought a good philological taste into fhsblon, bnt gave a pleasing ale 
f»tton and {ii>pular turn to religiona studies, and placed Milton upon a pedaatal ttcm 
wbteb be can never be pulled down.**— .iiiban. 

* It atanda at tbe head of all worlcs of the same kind that have since been prodace^ 
Md as a mlaeellaay of pdite HtenMtare, la not anrpasaed by any book wbafteveK**-' 
Ckautben, 

* I consider the MMcCator invaluable, aa containing on tbe aul^eet of reUgloa aB 
that tbe world w<mld then bear. Had Addiaon or bla fHenda attempted more, It woaM 
%ot have been endured. Tbe work was a atepplng^tone to tratb of tbe hlghaaT mdm 
«ad. aa eoeb, oar (AHgattoBS to it are graat^-JMnll^W^. 
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Ci*r Nicholas.— The Organization of the Goyernment. — The Army and 
Kayy.— The Nobility.— The Clergy.— The Bourgeoisie— The Coeaackii- 
The Real People, the Peasantry. — ^The Rights of Aliens and Strangem 
*The Commoner.— Emancipation. — ^Manifest Destiny.^Appendbc-^ 
The Amazons. — The Fourteen Classes of the Russian Public Seryice ; or, 
the T^ohins.— The Political Testament of Peter the Great. — ^Eztraet 
from an Old Chronicle. 
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**Tbe intbor tskos no enperfldnl, empirical Tlew of bis taldeet, bnt oolleotfnir a ridk 
farlatT of fhota, brings ibe llgbta of s profound pbllosopbj to their explanation. His work, 
ladeeil. ne|rle<^ no eaaentlal detail— It Is minate and aoeorate in Its 8tatli4le»— it ahonndi 
In lively (Hctarea of aodety, numnera and character. *• ^ Whoever wiahea to obtain an 
aoenrate notion of the Internal condition of Rnasia* Uie natnre and extent of her resouroea, 
and the practical Inflaence of her Institntiona. will hero find bettor inaterlala for his par* 
poaa than in any single volume now extant*'— M F. TrVmne, 

**ThiB Ib a powerftilly-written book, and will prove of vast servloe to. every one wbe 
dealrea to comprehend tfte real nature and bearings of the grrat contest in wMdi Rnasla li 
now engaged.*'— JV. Y. Oouritr, 

** It is original in its conclntdons ; it is striking in its revelationa. Numerooa as are the 
▼olnmea that have been written about Russia, we really hitherto have known Httlo of that 
Immenae territory— of that nnmerona nei>ple. Count Oorowakl's work aheds a light which 
St thia time is moat welocune and satiaaMtory.**— iiT. F. 7%msB» 

** The book Is well written, and ae might be expected in a work by s writer ao nnu- 
anany conversant with all sides of Russian affairs, it contains so much impiHtant Inibnnatloa 
raapeedng the Rnasian people, their guvemmont and religion.**— Cbm. AdveriUer. 

**Tbl8 is a valuable work, explaining In a very sattfiActory manner the Internal conditions 
of the Russian people, and the construction of their political society. Tlie Instltntions of 
BoBsIa are presented as they exist in reality, and aa they are determlm^l by ezistlng and 
oWigatory laws."— -Y. F. Herald. 

^ A hasty gisne* over this handsome volume has aatisfled ns that it is one worthy ol 

Eiaem] pernaaJ. * * It Is fhll (^valuable historical Information, with very Interest 
g aooounta of One various cla Boo a among the Rnsalan people, their condition and aqpl- 
lationa.**- ir. FiSun. 

"This is a volume that can hardiv foil to attract very general attention, and eommand i 
wMe sale in view of the present Jnnctnre of European affairs, and the prominent part 
therein which BnssUi Isto play.**— l/tfca GoMttU, 

** A timely book. It will be found all that it profoeses to be, though some may be start 
Md at some of Its conclusions **—itc»»<<m AUtt*. 

"This l9 one of the best of all the books caused bv the present excitement in relation M 
Baasla. It is a verv able pabllcatlon— one that will do mnch to destroy the general beltaf 
In the infollibllitv or Rus^sia. The writer atiows hlmaetf master of hla auli^ect, and treata of 
the Internal eondidon <^ Russia, her instltuttuns aud ouatoma, sodeQr, laws, &e- In aa aa 
Ightened aud scholarly manner.**— Ctt^ Item. 
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Character— Condition of Liberia as a Nation— Aspect of Liberia to a Visitor— Condition 
3f the People compared with that of their race in the United States— Schools— Condi- 
tion of Slaves on board of the Slave Vessels — Capture of the Slave Barque Pons— AflMr 
with the Natives near Palmas— Cruise of the ** Perry"— Abuse of the American Flag— 
An Arrangement made with the British Commodore for the Joint Cruising of the 
** Perry** and Steame; ** Cyclops**— Capture of the American Slaye Ship ** Martha**— 
Claims to Brazilian Nationality— Letters ibund on board Illustrative of the Slave Trade 
<^t Heli^na— Appearance of the bland— Island cf Madeira— Interference of the British 
C<»aul with the ** Lootsa Benton**— Necessity of Squadrons for Protection of Com- 
and CItizena Abroad. 



This very intereBting yolume makes us acquaint^ with verj im- 
portant facts connected with the efforts of the American Government 
to suppress the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa. Lieut Foora not 
only places before us a record of what occurred whilst he was in com- 
mand of the U. S. Brig '* Perry," but gives us an account of the History 
and Government of the African Race — ^their Manners an4 CustoniSi an 
Account of the Establiabment cf the Commonwealth of Liberia, its 
Condition, Prospects, da, Ac It abounds with every variety of inci- 
i]<«nt and adventure, and will, from the very novelty of the subj«M:^ 
have a wide sale. In order that some idea may be formed of the cha 
laotar of the worlc; a seleotion from the table of epntents is pre^td. 
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Standard Historical Works. 

THE HISTORY OF ROME. 

By THOKAS AENOLD, D. D., Late Begini Profeteor of Modem H» 
toiy in the Uniyeraity of Oxford, and Head Master of Bugb^ 
SebooL 1 large toL 8ya pp. 686. Price $8. 

II. 
HISTORY OF FRANCE, 

FBOX THB BABLIEST PESIOD TO THB PBBBSMT TDOL 
Bj M. MICHELST, Profeasor k la Faealt6 dee Lettrea» Profeeeor i 
I'EeoIe Normale, dto. Translated by G. H. Smith, F. G. S 1 Tola 
Bra pp. 480 and 400. Price $3 60. 

in. 

HISTORY OF Germany/ 

FBOIC THE EABLIB8T PERIOD TO THE PRE8EBT TIMft. 
By FREDERICK EOHLRAUSCH. Translated from the last Gennaa 
Edition. By James D. Haaa. With a complete index prepared ex- 
pressly for the American edition. 1 vol. 8ya pp.487. Prieefl 60} 
or, an Illnstrated Edition, neatly bonnd, $2 60. 

IV. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

FEOX THB PEACE OF UTSEOHT TO THE PEACE OF PARIS. 
By LORD MAHON. 2 large yoU 8to. pp..690^ 609, well printed, H 

V. 

A DIGEST OF THE LAWS, CUSTOMS, MANNERS, AND 

INSTITUTIONS OF THE ANCIENT AND MODERN 

NATIONS. 

By THOMAS DEW, Late President of the Ck>llege of William a&r: 
Mary. 1 yoL 8yo. pp. 670, well printed. Price (2. 

VI. 

\ MANUAL OF ANCIENT AND MODERN HISTORY. 
I5y W. C. TAYLOR, LL. D., Ac. 1 large Yolume, 8vo. pp. 866. Price 2 25 

VII. 

f HE HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION, FROM THE FALL Of 

THE BOICAH EMPIBE TO THE FEENCH BBVOLUTION. 
By P. GUIZOT. Translated bv W Haxlitt 4 vols. 12ma $3 6U 



Bartiett's Afflerian Exploriiig Eipeditioi. 



J>. APPLETON & COMPANY, 

• < mnoDM that tlwr ham jartpoMidMdtlMMIitwtaK 
Batioiua Work: 

PERSONAL NARRATIVE 

OF BZPLOHATIOVS AXD XVOIDBVTB 

M TCZim NXW MBZICO, CAUFOBHIA, BONOSA. AHD GHIHUAHUA 

III nn Tsjku 1850, VI, Itt 4» tVL 
mnaamm wbh ths ioxxoah bouhdait «niMiiMwwb 

^ Bt JOHN RUSSELL BARTLETT, 

^^ \ United Stetes OommiiBioiier during tluit paclod. 

IVMk ftrj Bimuiroiis Tinted IHiistnitlonB and • Map, and orar 100 Woed-«ati 

in two Tuliunaa, ocUto, of over 600 pagoa eaob, handaomely printed In ploft 
tjpe, on eztm fine paper. Price $0, In emblemntle doth. 



The work emDraeea the following distinct Joomeyai performed during tbe 
tt^sarrey:— 

L A Journey from Indlanola, Tezaai to £1 Paao del Nortei 

9l a Journey to the Copper liinea In the Socky Mountains, near the GOa, and • 
denoe there of four months. 

f. A Journey u> Artope In SonoriL 

4 A Journey «1ong the bonndaiy line south of the GUa, and thenoe through aaotfaei 
^■rt of Sonora tc yuaymaa, on the Gulf of CaUftmiU. 

K. A Voyage duivn the Gulf of California to Mazatlan and Aoapuloo, and thenoe to 8m 
Frandsoa 

dw Various Journeys in the Interior of CaHfomla. 

T. A Journey from San Diego, California, by way of the Gila, and through the States ci 
SoBora and Chluoahua to Bl Paao. 

a A Journey from £1 Paso through the Statea of Chlhnahna, Dnrango, gaeateeaa, Co*> 
hnila, and Tamanli|iAa, to Camargo, on the Lower Bio Grande, and thence through the South 
Western part of Texas to the Gulf of Mezioa 

List of thb labokr Tinted iLLrsTHATiONB. 

Tourm L— Snow Storm on Delaware Creek, near the Peooa, TexasL— 8. Gnadalnpe Pasi 
on Cookers Road, Sierra BCadre, Sonora.— & Valley Leading to Santa Cms, Sonora'— 4. 
City of Ilennoeillo, Sonora.— ^fi. Ci^ of Mazatlan, Padflc Coast— 6k City of Aoapoleo^ 
Paelile Coast 

TounsB II.— Bnlnsat CasaaChwidea, Chihuahna.— 8. Geysers, Pluton BWw, Callibfnia.— 
& Geysera, Pluton River, CalUbmla.— 4 Napa Valley from the Obsidian Hllia, CUiftw. 
nia.— Ol Ascent to the QuieksUver Mine, New Almaden. — 6. View on the Blver Gila, 
Big Horn Mountain.- 7. Caaas Grandes, Biver GU*.— 8. Buins at Caaas Grandee, Chi- 
hiiahna.— 9. Organ Moantahu^ New Mexico.— 10. Fort Tunus Junction of the Gihi and 
Colorado Blveiaw 

TUB woric win throw a flood of light on the distant and httherlo nnknc^m eoaatilei 
vhloh are now attraetUur so much attention. The vast mineral wealth U the frontier 
Slates of Mexico embraced In these explorations— the new treaty with Mexico, made by the 
American Minister, Gheneral Gadsden, for the puNshase of a large portion of this teKrilory-> 
the contemplated railroad through it and the advantages offored for mining and agrioat- 
iBiml porpcaea in our newly acquired territories as well as those eoBtignoai, lender Hkk 
at tblatlme one of the moit importantof Jio pBhUeatJona of tho diij. 



Dumas's last and best Book. 

D. APPLBTON 4> COMPANY, 

■ATI IVt* KKADT TBI »!»«■ THOVIAWB VV 

THE FORESTERS. 

BT ALEX. DUMAS. 
ffBAVtLATBD rmOM THB AUTBOE's OEiaiWAA JCtik 

iMitToL lima In paper, 60 oanii; doth, IS 



JOHTKN'IH— To my Daughter.— The New HoTue on the Roftd to SointfM 
— llAihiea Gogueloa. — ^A Bird of Evil Omen. — Catheriiie Blnn.— l!bi 
PlftrieiAiL^-JeAlouBy. — ^Father and Mother. — ^The Return. — ^Madem<HNlIa 
Baphroaino Raiain. — ^Love's Young Dream. — ^The Abb6 ^, /^ire.— 
Father and Son.— The Village Fdte.— A Snake in the Orass ^Tempta- 
tion and Grime.— The Ranger's Home. — ^Apprehension. — TGe Book il 
the Innooent-^Mathieu's Trial 



t vdame tally taRtaiiu the high rppnutloii of Its aathor ; It ahowB a Tciy 
nina. Tli« tnnsladon la such perfectly g:ood English, that we easily tatgd 
rending the work in the language in which It was originally written.^ 



Hotioes of the PreH. ' \ 

** A ttrely story of love, jeslon^, and Intrigue^**— iV. T. Com. Advertiter, 

** Aaotlicr proof of Dumas^s tmrtvalled talent**— JTicedXatoton SeHttnei, 

"^The talo is a siniple one, but exciting and interesting. The scene is laid in YlOcii- 
O arets in France. The reputation of the author Is so firmly established, tiiat in am 
rti Ingthat the translatim Is a lUthAil one, our readers who are no?el readen will hsTS 
board sufficient^— /*A^f. RegUUr. 

** A capital story. The reader will find the interest increase to the aniL^—Ptdla. Qom. 

** The present vdame fhlly sustains the high reputation oMts author ; It shows a Tciy 
high order '>f genina. 
kh^ we are not 
AWany ArgwL 

** A short but stirring romance.*'— iZotfon AUaa, 

**This work of Dumas's is an Interesting one. The plot Is well laid, and the IncidcBfei 
iiany on, one aftei another, so rapidly that the interest Is kept up to the closa** — Hcw^ord 
Couriint. 

** It is a capital story, and an unmistakable Dumaals work. To say this, Is to bestow iq^ 
It Buffldent praiBe."*— TVoy TVmefli 

**Tbla new story of Dumas will aiford a deUgbtftil resource ftv a lelsuro hour.**— 71W 
AlsorrA 

** This VMT entertaining novel is Indnbitably one of Dumas's best eiVarts : it eaonot lUI ti 
baaome widely popular."—^. Y. Oourier. 

<* A p^aalng, romantte lota atory, written with the authorls uanal vigor."— il^^noorib jMa 

** A quiet domestic tale that must charm al) readers."— iffyraoiMs Daily, 

** This Is a lively story of love, Jealousy and Intrigue, in a French village."— PMfak ZM% 
naww. ^^ 

**The fkme of the author will alone secure a wide elR)nlati<»i for this book. He 1r «m 
of tbs best novel writers living. *The Foresters* ftilly sustains his great repctatfoB."-' 
7V«y Daily TimM. 

**Ttjis exceedingly entertaining novel is fh>m the pen of one of the most entlnont aai 
<iaiebratcd of Moiiern French novcillsts— Alexander Dttmas.**- ^n0rAam/><on BefiubUecm. 

** This production of the celebrated author, is written in the same n^astwly a^to te 
vMefa all his works are noted.**— iTa/t^ord TVmea: 

**Tbe Forestera, as a work by ItMlf, is one of many ehanr<^ That the book wID bs 
aapsriy sottfrtit after, there can be no doubt That every reader will adm|ra it Is Bdoe ihs 
laaa certain.^- ^it^hlo Jf&nUng Maapreu. 

** It will be Ibnnd sa interesting story.**— ilrMiir** Bonu OoMttU. 

la Fs /*^ P^o^ Li ^rttmely pleasing; and the book maat iBaarwtth Afeadjand 
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